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ANTIBIOTIC NERVE DAMAGE LAWSUITS

People may have developed peripheral neuropathy (nerve damage a�ecting the

arms and legs) after taking Levaquin, Cipro or any other brand-name antibiotic

that falls under a class of drugs known as �uoroquinolones.

In 2013, the FDA published a safety announcement stating that the labeling on

these drugs would be updated to include clearer warnings that the medications

may cause early-onset, potentially permanent nerve damage.

It has been alleged that the makers of the drugs knew for years that patients

taking these antibiotics could develop serious nerve damage, yet failed to

adequately warn patients and doctors about this risk.

FDA Requests Label Updates Over Fluoroquinolone Nerve
Damage Risk

In 2013, the FDA required the labels and medication guides for all �uoroquinolone

drugs, including Levaquin and Cipro, to be updated to include clearer warnings

about the potential risk of nerve damage in patients taking or being injected with

these medications. The FDA made this decision after reviewing dozens of adverse

event reports describing the development of peripheral neuropathy in patients

taking these antibiotics.

The FDA concluded that that the “potential rapid onset and permanence” of this

side e�ect was not adequately described in the drugs’ labeling and required that

statements describing the condition as “rare” be removed. The agency advised that

those exhibiting symptoms of peripheral neuropathy should immediately seek the

attention of their healthcare providers.

What Antibiotics Can Cause Peripheral Neuropathy?

The FDA required label changes on the following drugs to better describe the risk

of peripheral neuropathy:

Levaquin (levo�oxacin)

Cipro (cipro�oxacin)

Avelox (moxi�oxacin)
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Morgan & Morgan is no longer
accepting claims for this case.

The information here is for
reference only.

Up to date information and
resources can be found here

(/class-action-lawyers/).
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Noroxin (nor�oxacin)

Floxin (o�oxacin)

Factive (gemi�oxacin)

Levaquin, Avelox Manufacturers Face Lawsuits Over Nerve
Damage Risk

The manufacturers of several �uoroquinolone drugs are currently facing lawsuits

(http://www.classaction.com) alleging that they knew about a potential link

between their medications and peripheral neuropathy for years, but failed to

adequately warn patients and doctors (/product-liability-attorneys/) about this side

e�ect.

Lawsuits (/class-action-lawyers/) �led against the makers of Levaquin (Johnson &

Johnson and Janssen Pharmaceuticals) and Avelox (Bayer Healthcare and Merck &

Co.) allege that:

As early as 1992, studies linked �uoroquinolone drugs to peripheral neuropathy

These companies knew or should have known about several studies that linked
�uoroquinolone drugs to peripheral neuropathy

Despite these �ndings, the companies continued to market their drugs as safe and
e�ective

The companies failed to disclose that nerve damage could develop quickly and may be
permanent

The companies failed to issue “Dear Doctor” letters related to the label updates in 2013,
leaving doctors and patients uninformed about the serious side e�ects highlighted in
the new warning

What Are the Symptoms of Peripheral Neuropathy?

Peripheral neuropathy may cause the following symptoms in the arms and legs:

Pain

Burning

Tingling

Numbness

Weakness

Nerve spasms

Changes in sensation to light touch, pain or temperature

Changes in sensation to the body position
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