This Morning’s Message:
“Forgive and Forget? Not Exactly:
3 things the bible teaches us about forgiveness”
February 9th, 2025
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered”
 (1 Corinthians 13:4-5 NIV)
 “it keeps no record of wrongs.” (1 Corinthians 13:5 NIV)
· 5 things that forgiveness is not.

1) Forgiveness is not _______________________ or ___________________________.
2) Forgiveness is not waiting for an _____________________.
3) Forgiveness is not ____________________________.
4) Forgiveness will not change the ________________________.
5) Forgiveness is not an __________________________. 

· 3 things that the bible teaches us about forgiveness. 

1)	Forgiveness is a __________________________.
"Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you." (Colossians 3:13 NIV)
“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14-15 ESV)
2)	Forgiveness should be _________________________. 
“Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.” (Matthew 18:21-22 ESV)
“My heavenly father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.” (Matthew 18:35 NASB)
3)	Forgiveness is ________________________.
“When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the Jews.
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”                     (Matthew 23:33-43 NIV)
“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”
 (1 John 4:9-10 NIV)
