Honoring those who served: Cotton Lyall, US Army 1953-55

Editor’s Note: The following feature is the
first in a series of profiles that will honor the
Korean War era veterans from Tonkawa. The

bulk of the work and research was completed
by Mike Schatz and Laverne Laws.

Cotton Lyall

J.D. (Cotton) Lyall was born in and has
lived most of his life in Tonkawa or on the
family acreage southwest of town. Cotton
was born as the third child to H.C. Lyall, Sr.
and Ila A. Lyall and grew up as a “white”
haired ornery lad with many of the same at-
tributes of the comic strip character “Dennis
the Menace”. He was always looking at life
with a mischievous gleam in his eye and a
quick story to tell, which he often tells as the
“gospel truth”, “would I lie?” and a hearty
chuckle.

Cotton worked at various odd jobs in
Tonkawa most all of his life, such as the
City Water Department under the tutelage of
former water superintendent Wes Barney, at
Williams Oil Tool Manufacturing, Gruner’s
01l Tool and later with the U.S. Postal service
in Tonkawa.

Cotton holds the distinction of working
with USPS beginning as a substitute “gofer”,
part-time carrier, clerk, assistant post master
and then as the first post master in Tonkawa
to come up through the ranks. The office of
post master was previously a political ap-

Cotton Lyall, 1953

pointment position. After 33 years in the
postal service and nine years as post master
he retired in 1989 to his 40 acres and cows on
the hill where he and Willa Mae. his wife of
59 years, (who else would have him?) have
lived for all those years.

Cotton and Willa have two beautiful and
talented daughters, Diana Reese, married to
the Tonkawa school superintendent Rod Re-
ese, and Dana Edminsten, married to Melton
Edminsten, assistant manager of the Okla-
homa Drug, Alcohol & Narcotic Bureau for

the state of Oklahoma. These wonderful la-
dies have produced six grandchildren and 15
great grandchildren. Cotton and Willa Mae
are quick to point out these are all “world
beaters”.

Shortly after Cotton and Willa were mar-
ried in 1953 Cotton received that infamous
“greeting” from Uncle Sam to fulfill his mili-
tary obligation in the U.S. Army. He served
for two years in Korea and was honorably
discharged in 1955.

The Lyalls have served together as ac-
tive members of the First Baptist Church of
Tonkawa in many capacities and positions.
They have sung together in the church choir
and for countless funerals of Tonkawa friends.
They are proud supporters of Tonkawa, hav-
ing attended and graduated from Tonkawa
schools and Northern Oklahoma Junior Col-
lege (NOIC).

Their retirement years have been good
to them. Enjoying their “house on the hill”
where the wind continues to blow and they
watch other people’s cows graze in their pas-
ture between trips to the barmn (woodshop)
where Cotton enjoys making unique wood
bowls on his trusty worn out wood lathe.

When he is asked what the bowls are for he
replies, “They are Guzenta bowls™ and then
explains that whatever you want “goes into”
them. Jesse Donley Lyall or I.D. Lyall, better
known as Cotton, is a Tonkawa original.



Honoring those who served: Robert Thomas, US Navy 1952-54

Robert Thomas

Editor’s Note: The following feature is the
second in a series of profiles that will honor
the Korean War era veterans from Tonkawa.
The bulk of the work and research was com-
pleted by Mike Schatz and Laverne Laws.

Robert Thomas

The war with Korea started in June of 1950
and the draft began immediately. so Robert
Thomas said he went to Stillwater and joined
the Navy Reserve, serving two years active
duty and two years non-active.

“I applied for active duty in 1952, went
through boot camp at the Great Lakes Navy
Training Base and was sent to Norfolk,
Virginia where I went aboard the Destroyer
U.S.S. Corwell D.D. 547.” Thomas said.

In January 1953 Thomas left Norfolk and
was attached to the 7th Fleet, escorting the
aircraft carriers and patrolling the North Ko-
rean coast with a lot of time in the Wonson
coast area.

Thomas said he was detached from the 7th
Fleet and started home in June, going through
the Suez Canal, the Mediterranean Sea, and
then to the Atlantic Ocean, arriving in Nor-
folk August 1953.

“I was released from duty in March 1954,
Thomas said. He moved to Ponca City where
he owned a print shop until he retired in 1999,
“We are blessed with two children and four
grandchildren,” he said.

Insight about US Navy efforts in Korea:

By the middle of 1951, the front lines in
the Korean War had stabilized near where the
war started 12 months earlier. Negotiations
began amid hopes that an early truce could
be arranged. But this took two more frustrat-
ing years, during which the contending forc-
es fought on, with the U.S. Navy providing
extensive air and gunfire support, a constant
amphibious threat, relentless mine sweeping
and a large logistics effort.



Honoring those who served: J.D. Irwin

Editor’s Note: The following
feature is the third in a series
of profiles that will honor the
Korean War era veterans from
Tonkawa. The bulk of the work

and research was completed by
Mike Schatz and Laverne Laws.

J.D. Irwin

By LOREN LAVERNE LAWS

Mili Bacl i

J.D. Irwin was only 15 years of
age when he enlisted in the 45th
Infantry Division at Tonkawa,
Oklahoma. His dad signed his
approval for J.D. to join the 45th,
J.D. withdrew from Tonkawa
High School in the 1lth grade
and joined some of his friends
who were already in the 45th,

When the local National Guard
Unit mobilized they were ordered
to Fort Polk, Louisiana for six
months basic training. After ba-
sic training they were stationed in
Japan for about six months for in-
tense training getting them ready
for combat in Korea. Three troop
ships had transported the soldiers
to Japan from the States.

After training in Japan they
headed to Korea and were north
of the 38th Parelel. J.D. was a
member of the service battery
and he was a member of a group
of soldiers who made sure the
troops had plenty of 90 Ib. shells

for their 155 mm Howitzers. He
was in Korea for 7-8 months
and returned by troop ship to the
States for discharge. After arrival
in San Francisco, California he
was stationed at Camp Stoneman
at Pittsburg, California. No doubt
J.D. passed the camp’s famous
sign: “Through these Portals Pass
the Best Damn Soldiers in the
World.”

After a short stay at Camp
Stoneman he rode a troop train
headed for Fort Sill, Oklahoma.
There the governor of Oklahoma
gave a welcome home speech to
the arriving troops. J.D. entered
duty in June 1950 and received
his honorable discharge from the
Army at Fort Sill in June 1952.
His parents were there to wel-
come their son home from the
Korea Conflict.

J.D. used the G.I. Bill to attend
Northern Oklahoma College.

In 2000, he was one of the vet-
erans who received a letter from
President of the Republic of Ko-
rea, Kim Dae-jung, in gratitude
for protecting his country from
the North Koreans. The President
also awarded him with the Ko-
rea Service Medal. U.S. soldiers
were not allowed to receive such
medals until 2000, the 50th an-
niversary of the outbreak of the
Korean War.

1.D. and his wife qualify to be
buried in the Fort Gibson Nation-
al Cemetery, Fort Gibson, Okla.
This is one of the great benefits
that the U.S. Government pro-
vides for service veterans.

For more about J.D., see sto-
ry written by Laverne Laws for
the Tonkawa News, issue dated
Thursday, April 24, 2003.

J.D. was named to both major
All-State football squads selected
by the two largest big city news-
papers in Oklahoma.

J.D. was a returned 45th Divi-
sion veteran and was first choice
of the Daily Oklahoman North
Squad at the guard position. He
also made the Tulsa World’s All-
State Team.

In 1950 Irwin finished his ju-
nior year of high school and the
45th infantry division was being
mobilized to go to Fort Polk, La.,
because of the Korean War. “I
joined up and left for the Army,”
Irwin said. “I served two years
and was discharged in June of
1952.”

“I returned to high school to
finish my senior year and play
football,” he said. “The Bucs
lost only one game that year to
Blackwell.” Irwin won District
conference, and All-State first
team. “No one person can do it
by himself,” Irwin said.



Honoring those who served:
Danny G. Beck, US Navy 1948-52

Editor’s Note: The following
feature is the fourth in a series
of profiles that will honor the
Korean War era veterans from
Tonkawa. The bulk of the work
and research was completed by
Mike Schatz and Laverne Laws.

Danny Beck

After graduating from Tonka-
wa High School in May 1948,
Danny Beck joined the U.S.
Navy and reported to the naval
station in Oklahoma City. As
soon as he was sworn in he was
issued a train pass to San Diego,
California. His boot camp lasted
11 weeks.

In January 1949 after boot
camp he was assigned to the USS
Antietam. This aircraft carrier
was one of the largest in the U.S.
fleet, the flight deck being 888
feet long. It carried 90 F4U Cor-
siar airplanes - the most capable
carrier-based fighter bomber in
WWII, manufactured by Chance
Vought - and a Navy crew of
1,700 plus a company of 80 Ma-
rines. Sailors were assigned dif-
ferent stations on the ship. The
airplane Corsiar traveled 125
miles per hour; the Japanese con-
sidered it the most “formidable™
plane in the war.

While aboard the Antietam
Dan was trained as a dental tech-
nician. In March 1949 he was as-
signed to the USS Valley Forge.

While in Hong Kong for five
days of rest and recuperation, on
the second day there, they were
called back on the ship to prepare
for engagement in the Korean
Conflict.

They sailed to Japan and load-
ed their ship with all kinds of am-
munition for the fighter planes
and for their large guns on ship.
The Korea Conflict was on.

(Danny fondly recalls that
while in Japan he purchased a
set of china which to date he and
wife Betty still have at the family
home in Wichita, Kansas.)

Danny’s last assignment and
additional training as a dental
technician was in San Diego at
the Marine Recruiting Depot. He
was very surprised when he hap-
pened to make contact with our
1947 Tonkawa High School foot-
ball coach, Coach Butcher. What
a surprise.

Coach Butcher had been called
back in the Marines. Danny also
came in contact with two of his
friends from Tonkawa, Bill White
and Lloyd Wright. They were be-
ing processed for their tour with
the Marine Corps.

While he was in training in San
Diego toward the end of his four-
year commitment to the Navy,
Dan received two promotions -
one to 3rd Cpl. Petty Officer and
the other to 2nd Cpl. Petty Offi-
cer. The Navy, of course, wanted
him to re-enlist.

Danny received his honorable

Danny Beck

discharge in September 1952 in
San Diego, California and got
ready to go home.

His parents had some friends
who lived near San Diego and
they traveled there for a vaca-
tion and to get their son from the
Navy. His family had a wonder-
ful vacation and a fun trip back
to Tonkawa.

It was a pleasure helping write
this story about Danny. We played
football together at Tonkawa
High School and graduated to-
gether in 1948,

We are grateful for Danny’s
service to this great country of
ours as we are of so many of my
friends who also served. We will
miss him at the 2013 Tonkawa
Alumni Reunion September 27-
28. Due to health issues Danny
is not expected to attend the re-
union.



Honoring those who served: Laverne Laws, US Army 1952-54

Editor’s Note: The follow-
ing feature is the fifth in a series
of profiles that will honor the
Korean War era veterans from
Tonkawa. The bulk of the work
and research was completed by
Mike Schatz and Laverne Laws.

Loren Laverne Laws
THS Class of 1948
US Army: 1952 to 1954

Laverne Laws’ first military
experience was with the local
National Guard during the sum-
mer of summer of 1947. Summer
camp was at Fort Sill, Okla.

After graduation from Tonka-
wa High School. Uncle Sam was
knocking at Laws’ door but he
was not to answer that call just
yet.

In August 1948, Laws received
a call from the basketball coach
at Oklahoma City University of-
fering him a four-year basketball
scholarship to OCU,

“Needless to say, 1 was very
excited about this offer,” Laws
said. “The draft law allowed that
you were not to be drafted if you
were in college.”

Graduation from OCU in May
of 1952 made Laws eligible for
the draft. And so it was that in
July *52, he received his notice

and was drafted into the U.S.
Army. Fort Sill, Okla., became
his first assignment.

Two of his high school buddies
also were drafted the same day,
Robert Thompson, who also will
be honored at THS Homecom-
ing this year, and the late Jimmy
Querry.

“All three of us reported to
Uncle Sam at Fort Sill for induc-
tion,” Laws said.

After Fort Sill they had to re-
port to Camp Chaffee, Ark., for
five months of combat basic
training.

“It was very hot in Arkansas
during the summer and the new
inductees had a hard time with the
heat,” Laws said. “Having played
four years of college basketball, 1
was in great shape and I made it
through the summer heat without
any problem. I did not like basic
training, but I knew they were
training us well for combat.”

After basic training came his
new assignment and after a cou-
ple of weeks furlough Laws re-
ported to Seattle, Wash.

“1 had never flown by com-
merical airlines and the flight was
awfully scary,” Laws recalled.

After a week in Seattle, over
3,000 combat soldiers boarded

Loren Laverne Laws

the S§ Marine Serpent troop ship
and headed toward Japan.

“We were on the ocean for 28
days and 1 got very sea sick and
home sick,” Laws said. “When
we finally arrived in Japan it was
a culture shock.”

In Japan the U.S. Army had
try-outs for the Army basketball
team and having played four
years of college basketball, Laws
thought he would have a chance
to make the team. No luck, how-
ever, every All-American there
tried out too.

“l made the combat team that
headed to Korea,” Laws said.

They boarded another troop
ship and sailed to the southern
tip of Korea to Pusan. There they
boarded a troop train and headed
for the front lines.

“At Pusan many combat sol-
diers were boarding another
troop ship headed back home to
the good ole USA,” Laws said.

“The first project we did at the
front line was to build a sandbag
bunker and dig a fox hole,” Laws
said. “That was the safest place
to be when enemy mortar and ar-
tillery rounds came toward us. At
night we would fire artillery that
exploded in the air, lighting up
a large area. The artillery shells
had a parachute and it had lights
attached to it that helped us see
enemy activity at night. We had
all kinds of weapons to fight the
North Koreans, tanks, air power,
machine guns, mine fields, hand
grenades, mortar guns, and our
rifles.”

The 38th Parallel was the
boundary line between South and
North Korea. Laws was a forward
observer attached to the infantry.
His group of troops were respon-
sible for guarding the 38th, not
allowing North Korea to invade
South Korea.

“I was on the front lines from

January 1953 until a so-called
peace treaty was signed July 27,
1953.” Laws said.

“On August 7, 1953, I received
a very special call from the Red
Cross informing me I was now
the father of a healthy baby boy,”
Laws said. “I was extremely ex-
cited and thrilled at the news.”

Laws said he had the good for-
tune to teach at the Army educa-
tion center and also served as a
supply sergeant. About October
1953, he learned that because the
war was over, if soldiers wanted
to go to college they could get out
of the Army four months early.

“I applied for this special pro-
gram and was accepted. The con-
flict did not end until 48 hours af-
ter North and South Korea agreed
on a peace treaty. On July 27,
1953, it was over,” Laws said.

November of 1953 Laws was
on a troop ship headed for home
- another 28 days on the ocean.
This time he did not get sea sick
or home sick because he knew he
was going to see his wife and new
baby boy, Larry, his firstborn.

“l arrived in San Diego, Cali-
fornia and boarded a flight to Tin-
ker Air Force Base in Oklahoma
City,” Laws said. “It was Decem-
ber 1953 and it was great to be

home.™

After a brief furlough, he was
assigned to Camp Carson, Colo.
“My wife, son, and I loaded up
my old green Chevy and headed
to Camp Carson. | was assigned
there four months until April *54
and received my honorable dis-
charge” Laws said. “That day is
stamped in my mind forever.”

“Uncle Sam was good to
me,” Laws said. T utilized the
benefits of the G.I. Bill to eamn
and pay for my master’s degree
from Oklahoma University and
for my counseling in education
degree at Texas Tech University
in Lubbock, Texas. The Veter-
ans Administration allowed me
to finance my first home. Their
benefits also include eligibility
for my wife and I to be buried at
the Dallas-Fort Worth National
Cemetery.”

A few years ago, Laws re-
ceived a letter from the president
of South Korea, together with
a Korea Service Medal, thank-
ing him for his service to their
country. “It was not until 2000,
the 50th anniversary of the Ko-
rea Conflict, that they were able
to do this for those who served,”
Laws said. “We are proud to have
served our nation.



Honoring those who served:
Vincent Medina, US Army 1948-53

Editor’s Note: The following
feature is the sixth in a series
of profiles that will honor the
Korean War era veterans from
Tonkawa. The bulk of the work
and research was completed by
Mike Schatz and Laverne Laws.

Vincent Medina

Vincent Medina served during
the Korean War with the 189th
Service Battery hauling ammu-
nition to the 155 front line firing
battery. Medina also hauled sup-
plies, food and provided trans-
portation when needed.

He enlisted in August 1948
and was mobilized in September
of 1950. He underwent training
in Japan and was then sent to Ko-
rea and was stationed north of the

38th parallel.

In 1953 was released from the
hospital in Japan and sent back to
the states to be discharged at Fort
Hood, Texas.

Vincent Medina



Honoring those who served:
Lonnie Bray

Editor’s Note: The following
feature is the seventh in a series
of profiles that will honor the
Korean War era veterans from
Tonkawa. The bulk of the work
and research was completed by
Mike Schatz and Laverne Laws.

Lonnnie Bray

Lonnie Bray has dedicated his
life to his country, community,
and family. He graduated, Tonka-
wa High School, 1948, attended
NOJC before he began his mili-
tary career by joining Oklahoma
National Guard in September of
1946. In September, 1951, Bray
was mobilized with the 45th
Division and served in both Ja-

pan and Korea. He rejoined the
National Guard in 1953 when

the Oklahoma National Guard
was reorganized after Korea.
Bray rapidly rose through the
ranks becoming a warrant of-
ficer junior grade, chief warrant
officer, second lieutenant, first
lieutenant, and captain. All in
the Tonkawa Unit. Bray asserts

that one of his smartest deci-
sions was to attend the Nuclear
Weapons Employment School
and the Advanced Field Artillery
School in Fort Sill, Oklahoma. A
year later, he accepted a position
with the National Guard Head-
quarters, 45th Division Artillery,
45th Division. He was promoted
to major in September, 1966, and
completed Command and Gen-
eral Staff College in 1967. When
Oklahoma lost the 45th Division
in 1968. Bray was assigned to
the 45th Artillery group in Enid
where he controlled three artil-
lery Battalions in western Okla-
homa. Throughout the seventies,
he progressed from lieutenant
colonel to group commander
and was promoted to Colonel.
A year later he was assigned as
commander of the 45th Support
Center RAOC. This unit was
assigned the mission of rewrit-
ing the rear area battle plan for
southern Europe. He became the
Oklahoma National Guard Chief
of Staff Logistics in 1979. He

retired after thirty-eight years of
service to the United States with
many military awards in 19835,
Some of the many honors he re-
ceived were the Legion of Merit,
Army Meritorious Service Med-
al, Army Commendation Medal,
Oklahoma Guardsman and Com-
mendation Medals, Army Re-
serve Component Medal, Japan
Occupation Medal, Korean Ser-
vice Medal, and the Oklahoma
Long Service Medal. Bray be-
came president of The National
Guard Association of Oklahoma
in 1985, he served as President
of the 45th Division Association
in 1986. He also was Execu-
tive Director of the Oklahoma
National Guard Association for
two years. He also worked as the
Tonkawa City Manager for two
years. Bray’s dedication to his
family began with his marriage to
Sally Blubaugh on March, 1951.
During their fifty-seven years to-
gether, they celebrated the births
of three sons, John Mike Bray,
James Mark Bray, and Lonnie

Lonnie Bray

Maurice Bray, Jr., and one daugh-
ter, Mary Susan Green. Mike and
Mark continued their father’s
legacy by serving in the military;
three of Bray’s grandsons also
carry on their family’s tradition.
Bray currently shares his life
with his wife, Yolla Steers Bray,
and they enjoy spending time
with eighteen grandchildren and
ten great grandchildren. He now
insists that he is “playing golf
from now on.”

























































