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British champion racing driver who [Oste v

salvaged silver bars worth £32m from
torpedoed WW2 cargo ship off the
Maldives wins court fight with South
African government which will now

have to pay to get treasure back WESRTTIS A D WA TWRAI

o Ross Hyett, 67, brought the long-lost silver bars back to Southampton in 2017
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« He had spent two years planning and carrying out the treasure hunting mission
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o The £32 million of silver was recovered from the SS Tilawa, off Maldives coast
« Mr Hyett won a legal battle waged by South African government over the find
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A British champion racing driver who salvaged £32m worth of silver from a Second
World War wreck off the Maldives has won a court fight waged by the South African
government.

Motorsports champ and financier Ross Hyett, 67, successfully spearheaded a
complex and risky treasure hunting mission to recover 2,364 bars of silver from the
wreck of the SS Tilawa.

The 10,000-ton steamer, built in Tyneside, was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine
off the coast of the Maldives in November 1942,

Follow
Daily Mail

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11303433/British-racing-driv...salvaged-32m-treasure-wins-court-fight-South-African-government.html Page 1 of 45


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/latest/index.html#news
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/russia-ukraine-conflict/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/us-economy/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/joe-biden/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/donald_trump/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/prince_harry/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/mostread/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/registration/login.html?reg_source=navigation&targetUrl=
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/ushome/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/us/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/usshowbiz/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/auhome/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/us/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/us/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/index.html
https://shop.dailymail.co.uk/
mailto:?subject=Read%20this%3A%20British%20racing%20driver%20who%20salvaged%20%C2%A332m%20treasure%20wins%20court%20fight&body=British%20champion%20racing%20driver%20who%20salvaged%20silver%20bars%20worth%20%C2%A332m%20from%20torpedoed%20WW2%20cargo%20ship%20off%20the%20Maldives%20wins%20court%20fight%20with%20South%20African%20government%20which%20will%20now%20have%20to%20pay%20to%20get%20treasure%20back%0A%0ABritish%20champion%20racing%20driver%20Ross%20Hyett%2C%2067%2C%20who%20salvaged%20%C2%A332m%20worth%20of%20silver%20from%20a%20Second%20World%20War%20wreck%20off%20the%20Maldives%20has%20won%20a%20court%20fight%20waged%20by%20the%20South%20African%20government%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle-11303433%2FBritish-racing-driver-salvaged-32m-treasure-wins-court-fight-South-African-government.html%3Fito%3Demail_share_article-top%0A%0A%0AMost%20Read%20Articles%3A%0A%0AKanye%20West%20poses%20with%20Kim%20Kardashian's%20sex-tape%20ex%20Ray%20Jay%20and%20Kid%20Rock%20at%20premiere%20of%20Candace%20Owens'%20BLM%20documentary%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle-11309965%2FCandace-Owens-says-Kanye-dropped-JP-Morgan-anti-semitic-rant-White-Lives-Matter-shirt.html%3Fito%3Demail_share_article-top_most-read-articles%0A%0ASaudis%20release%20bombshell%20statement%20saying%20Biden%20DID%20try%20and%20delay%20oil%20production%20cut%20until%20AFTER%20the%20midterms%20in%20desperate%20bid%20to%20avoid%20gas%20prices%20spiking%20-%20as%20White%20House%20hits%20back%20and%20claims%20Kingdom%20knew%20OPEC%20deal%20would%20benefit%20Putin%C2%A0%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle-11311835%2FSaudi-Arabia-confirms-White-House-begged-delay-OPEC-deal.html%3Fito%3Demail_share_article-top_most-read-articles
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Stewart+Carr+For+Mailonline
https://dev-as.cluep.com/l?c=bmwtyYApi9v-deymKpPdWkesIADGkYTzyZINZ6RcOdrIPGr4anwem9H-tHdzHDuHRv_wMkKRxtqyx0EXdRRVPmY2NHsrPb8G0-wMPnhgGKa1CRjJB9WU5Bay1o7pNiv8NT3FRulvf7OiiE-DkGSxxTvpereHV7_zFnq_-vF6PixsB4U2M2HyQ1f-0gSZ4oLlbVY1EtIhEQhYY3Y9uinlznXEMeJ2enlSToSUU1pm_BM-jmddWe2rR-5lx4UAdFQj-K1ux_TNZf_LE4aS2z2ABRhX5ear3n9epf2-CIbfnAMlo1NQn41FFLjSfUHXdVyLAGSC6F97NjmZrA9EYbbypr68nu-dBKKrye2G1txRn9UcUtCRUg40l9djRbFli1Gq003GZzZn6gE8SuuR1iUcFNW-2WFkDaRS2Bu5Sn37FkzGkTTwzlYDlkaYrHw7aZbQQuVi7UMSctUShW8FOCSESLE_wXpIYSXuMNsRLkToAKCs2EZ7JfidqT9UWw6oDdqXsAYTsYUG0iBwAUa82vRk9LY0g_Z1Jn74QJrUCcgdHaPT8-Fz0tYu6Dzu3thLxyBRA681hK8Khf8ZOVU-ZXVM2DBLHvxXDvP_m4iNadEtLl6xUGqT9f9REPaUh6-0j-3x1BUwuVlSB9Q8arUrW-7O326r0hkDNpDi7d2apnrrtiaDkHV0o4DzNV7QVXD0D1ub6Dp0i1KVQHAJkSzmiIlcIw
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/privacy
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/contactus/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C_IJdOHdIY5buOJWa48AP0e-byA-blpfIa_CwjYLpD66mqO_RMBABIKzZuCJg_YCPgegDoAGsrY65AsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElANP0IMvOTeNCOXMEDcZX5vLzZ1pwMc2A2yMqhN_pGOlUZl_Vq56J-AuY5Dsvut3sY1t_P6ij7EFbrdYFF2FjsDALMfp7Jp3FCKptBSnKzz6WdEaWwcn1iIB-KTZemUDCeeuhY9lCiuUxaTk0KcdhEwz2EH9FbJACYsAi3XerR4CWKf8wcyeSpP4hX_NdgVTfxJ9_1xIMruzVEnjNOMzybBzYvMjroYgExRyKRjG2WCI1olwmbwH-ZfXe52WsidsAVnaQRajlEjCgS8gnZLDNAbxPj6tXKFuHkukaFH_HPmX0kRmBA6DpODSip4Hjia2FsTLw5DX6WZsThcG9otn16q-yaxPK11CNmgTzdeJyRKa-cBW0vlxfjyJ4aBs-6jjp-oknkjobOZQCoYmX64VotqTvyJzkoGofDC5_s2zx1EbhusCeKw6i9lHPcPlf1jjKbQaSzko2yg5wWm76bODN0h6hHCpkblulBIv4LTIEoMunldf2rpHrZz110EcZe7I6BjCFSmHulzMlooFMNWYrI3JKJbhQcAEkMXn6ZUE4AQBoAY3gAe80vHGAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCXOQDUX_GipngAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSiAEArJ0FMfiA8J2sGKocmRpItAdiGviZiJAmMjms28_0ZiCRjctVPBrUQ4T6yp2UvRpgdaAwSHWAqCDpxHx3cME-xc5pP3lLVWQM1KTyagl0eldF7MOQEXW_0NYqnEAvIhzgpQ65RQE6E7eGDuf3hX_ZisTbz1btGlhkUUt6DMyrtZFAlWvbnGXJIBM&sig=AOD64_08jI_Vh-5840al9prh2CaayCIg8g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=19&adurl=https://buyrestofinisher.com/tools/newcabin-ca.php%3FaffId%3DF19E1816%26c1%3Dca%26c2%3D0610_smartdisplay%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIlurB6Yfe-gIVFc0YAh3R9wb5EAEYASAAEgK1ofD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C_IJdOHdIY5buOJWa48AP0e-byA-blpfIa_CwjYLpD66mqO_RMBABIKzZuCJg_YCPgegDoAGsrY65AsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElANP0IMvOTeNCOXMEDcZX5vLzZ1pwMc2A2yMqhN_pGOlUZl_Vq56J-AuY5Dsvut3sY1t_P6ij7EFbrdYFF2FjsDALMfp7Jp3FCKptBSnKzz6WdEaWwcn1iIB-KTZemUDCeeuhY9lCiuUxaTk0KcdhEwz2EH9FbJACYsAi3XerR4CWKf8wcyeSpP4hX_NdgVTfxJ9_1xIMruzVEnjNOMzybBzYvMjroYgExRyKRjG2WCI1olwmbwH-ZfXe52WsidsAVnaQRajlEjCgS8gnZLDNAbxPj6tXKFuHkukaFH_HPmX0kRmBA6DpODSip4Hjia2FsTLw5DX6WZsThcG9otn16q-yaxPK11CNmgTzdeJyRKa-cBW0vlxfjyJ4aBs-6jjp-oknkjobOZQCoYmX64VotqTvyJzkoGofDC5_s2zx1EbhusCeKw6i9lHPcPlf1jjKbQaSzko2yg5wWm76bODN0h6hHCpkblulBIv4LTIEoMunldf2rpHrZz110EcZe7I6BjCFSmHulzMlooFMNWYrI3JKJbhQcAEkMXn6ZUE4AQBoAY3gAe80vHGAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCXOQDUX_GipngAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSiAEArJ0FMfiA8J2sGKocmRpItAdiGviZiJAmMjms28_0ZiCRjctVPBrUQ4T6yp2UvRpgdaAwSHWAqCDpxHx3cME-xc5pP3lLVWQM1KTyagl0eldF7MOQEXW_0NYqnEAvIhzgpQ65RQE6E7eGDuf3hX_ZisTbz1btGlhkUUt6DMyrtZFAlWvbnGXJIBM&sig=AOD64_08jI_Vh-5840al9prh2CaayCIg8g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=8&adurl=https://buyrestofinisher.com/tools/newcabin-ca.php%3FaffId%3DF19E1816%26c1%3Dca%26c2%3D0610_smartdisplay%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIlurB6Yfe-gIVFc0YAh3R9wb5EAEYASAAEgK1ofD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C_IJdOHdIY5buOJWa48AP0e-byA-blpfIa_CwjYLpD66mqO_RMBABIKzZuCJg_YCPgegDoAGsrY65AsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElANP0IMvOTeNCOXMEDcZX5vLzZ1pwMc2A2yMqhN_pGOlUZl_Vq56J-AuY5Dsvut3sY1t_P6ij7EFbrdYFF2FjsDALMfp7Jp3FCKptBSnKzz6WdEaWwcn1iIB-KTZemUDCeeuhY9lCiuUxaTk0KcdhEwz2EH9FbJACYsAi3XerR4CWKf8wcyeSpP4hX_NdgVTfxJ9_1xIMruzVEnjNOMzybBzYvMjroYgExRyKRjG2WCI1olwmbwH-ZfXe52WsidsAVnaQRajlEjCgS8gnZLDNAbxPj6tXKFuHkukaFH_HPmX0kRmBA6DpODSip4Hjia2FsTLw5DX6WZsThcG9otn16q-yaxPK11CNmgTzdeJyRKa-cBW0vlxfjyJ4aBs-6jjp-oknkjobOZQCoYmX64VotqTvyJzkoGofDC5_s2zx1EbhusCeKw6i9lHPcPlf1jjKbQaSzko2yg5wWm76bODN0h6hHCpkblulBIv4LTIEoMunldf2rpHrZz110EcZe7I6BjCFSmHulzMlooFMNWYrI3JKJbhQcAEkMXn6ZUE4AQBoAY3gAe80vHGAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCXOQDUX_GipngAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSiAEArJ0FMfiA8J2sGKocmRpItAdiGviZiJAmMjms28_0ZiCRjctVPBrUQ4T6yp2UvRpgdaAwSHWAqCDpxHx3cME-xc5pP3lLVWQM1KTyagl0eldF7MOQEXW_0NYqnEAvIhzgpQ65RQE6E7eGDuf3hX_ZisTbz1btGlhkUUt6DMyrtZFAlWvbnGXJIBM&sig=AOD64_08jI_Vh-5840al9prh2CaayCIg8g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=0&adurl=https://buyrestofinisher.com/tools/newcabin-ca.php%3FaffId%3DF19E1816%26c1%3Dca%26c2%3D0610_smartdisplay%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIlurB6Yfe-gIVFc0YAh3R9wb5EAEYASAAEgK1ofD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C_IJdOHdIY5buOJWa48AP0e-byA-blpfIa_CwjYLpD66mqO_RMBABIKzZuCJg_YCPgegDoAGsrY65AsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElANP0IMvOTeNCOXMEDcZX5vLzZ1pwMc2A2yMqhN_pGOlUZl_Vq56J-AuY5Dsvut3sY1t_P6ij7EFbrdYFF2FjsDALMfp7Jp3FCKptBSnKzz6WdEaWwcn1iIB-KTZemUDCeeuhY9lCiuUxaTk0KcdhEwz2EH9FbJACYsAi3XerR4CWKf8wcyeSpP4hX_NdgVTfxJ9_1xIMruzVEnjNOMzybBzYvMjroYgExRyKRjG2WCI1olwmbwH-ZfXe52WsidsAVnaQRajlEjCgS8gnZLDNAbxPj6tXKFuHkukaFH_HPmX0kRmBA6DpODSip4Hjia2FsTLw5DX6WZsThcG9otn16q-yaxPK11CNmgTzdeJyRKa-cBW0vlxfjyJ4aBs-6jjp-oknkjobOZQCoYmX64VotqTvyJzkoGofDC5_s2zx1EbhusCeKw6i9lHPcPlf1jjKbQaSzko2yg5wWm76bODN0h6hHCpkblulBIv4LTIEoMunldf2rpHrZz110EcZe7I6BjCFSmHulzMlooFMNWYrI3JKJbhQcAEkMXn6ZUE4AQBoAY3gAe80vHGAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCXOQDUX_GipngAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSiAEArJ0FMfiA8J2sGKocmRpItAdiGviZiJAmMjms28_0ZiCRjctVPBrUQ4T6yp2UvRpgdaAwSHWAqCDpxHx3cME-xc5pP3lLVWQM1KTyagl0eldF7MOQEXW_0NYqnEAvIhzgpQ65RQE6E7eGDuf3hX_ZisTbz1btGlhkUUt6DMyrtZFAlWvbnGXJIBM&sig=AOD64_08jI_Vh-5840al9prh2CaayCIg8g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=7&adurl=https://buyrestofinisher.com/tools/newcabin-ca.php%3FaffId%3DF19E1816%26c1%3Dca%26c2%3D0610_smartdisplay%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIlurB6Yfe-gIVFc0YAh3R9wb5EAEYASAAEgK1ofD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C_IJdOHdIY5buOJWa48AP0e-byA-blpfIa_CwjYLpD66mqO_RMBABIKzZuCJg_YCPgegDoAGsrY65AsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElANP0IMvOTeNCOXMEDcZX5vLzZ1pwMc2A2yMqhN_pGOlUZl_Vq56J-AuY5Dsvut3sY1t_P6ij7EFbrdYFF2FjsDALMfp7Jp3FCKptBSnKzz6WdEaWwcn1iIB-KTZemUDCeeuhY9lCiuUxaTk0KcdhEwz2EH9FbJACYsAi3XerR4CWKf8wcyeSpP4hX_NdgVTfxJ9_1xIMruzVEnjNOMzybBzYvMjroYgExRyKRjG2WCI1olwmbwH-ZfXe52WsidsAVnaQRajlEjCgS8gnZLDNAbxPj6tXKFuHkukaFH_HPmX0kRmBA6DpODSip4Hjia2FsTLw5DX6WZsThcG9otn16q-yaxPK11CNmgTzdeJyRKa-cBW0vlxfjyJ4aBs-6jjp-oknkjobOZQCoYmX64VotqTvyJzkoGofDC5_s2zx1EbhusCeKw6i9lHPcPlf1jjKbQaSzko2yg5wWm76bODN0h6hHCpkblulBIv4LTIEoMunldf2rpHrZz110EcZe7I6BjCFSmHulzMlooFMNWYrI3JKJbhQcAEkMXn6ZUE4AQBoAY3gAe80vHGAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCXOQDUX_GipngAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMMiBQB0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSiAEArJ0FMfiA8J2sGKocmRpItAdiGviZiJAmMjms28_0ZiCRjctVPBrUQ4T6yp2UvRpgdaAwSHWAqCDpxHx3cME-xc5pP3lLVWQM1KTyagl0eldF7MOQEXW_0NYqnEAvIhzgpQ65RQE6E7eGDuf3hX_ZisTbz1btGlhkUUt6DMyrtZFAlWvbnGXJIBM&sig=AOD64_08jI_Vh-5840al9prh2CaayCIg8g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=9&adurl=https://buyrestofinisher.com/tools/newcabin-ca.php%3FaffId%3DF19E1816%26c1%3Dca%26c2%3D0610_smartdisplay%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIlurB6Yfe-gIVFc0YAh3R9wb5EAEYASAAEgK1ofD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASRmVMQ-oFb3z6fTSySiGFvUX4xMa3DXNQZtlufSxym0MTHuXLTaIHFuNVpDG0qZnlwXhbvVL9ePA1XwKHiDlmgzPsbFYkJocMGC9NzBc1fybInexHB5z5mTRVkFzv2N9DhzK5--SmmdbCbvP_e8NrYXSitqFJJZmCoRFoKeN9ZtYsSwCggE7xsZ0Mli1TwCBCVeTflYd9k2RNG2DBWFG2aTcbGxzfYxhIAVR5zZF3LgeKuXg8GVJqa5xzB8wzdKm4xrzL2X416jcRV0byFOzA5jl0HSv6U1SCPM6Gm2SIZtHKeFyioHFLJWwJ4265aEsQ1jeivO4gO2kEsqaCa0fDZ8AK5tFRRBVKbMM2sYZMzvg3fv3zvXlfIGTSJwrnZsWn4AFZo9_P5RHsP7XA7Tv6BWy0J0DbXhveGKFWNTsUTsVm1M7M6bzX9AqmIf5UDLPrWosilzH2jM8TRSMQjVrjgJTG6svxZqpnHhDHpF111c0k8E-_76YT8pXbZfvR_7KMe0ujk6EADGdgDxm91iaZwHZTtcx7qNWlcbyTQrUhxxXfCZTJF7g_uZc30bpvhASaMyWTrWgUVbcEmBLThb02aio_6iwgJpuAOMIOyDxV5p-9ss0dBpbdw6xZMMFUG8iN2x5lxun5xi-wA8fFjTDUE9gS8JIJ5yOlToyzGDPSkDGNUPLejFeFNKuee0EOm5edT7HEFZeZ921MGkN3PGlDA9hKB7RUTHhUQ5fLM_3f6phZpqi2HM2c7GjsCn14cz7YtUPlaViL3GjWTqJZFupy8M3ON-nc55l0_Eb7cX2mG1OHPT3iwlMTgB3hNTpkDH5rXdH56AdZ-hPMpab2AfzBLjAljMzLegj-RnmhJejXbSKxoZpNb7oK7gwM63yfAe9eq7vcSKH-zftzD9LDSjGY1zMDtbAsWI5UugBjA0N9FYQrUfzEPD3jMe9Deou0zd3VtFphOhdVzAmqWn1q3ExNwWaVWgbiC8mB1F79S12OUgaSct_x_RcBpv6AK5e8cLxvOn3cVgdQ0StDYy0-O0Ivyvbph-GMFhOsjXwceuy4_tSXJkvrNt1AwYEb98tIhG8QAgK5xL5rB-2DPqdHJ68mcIVcEmh_Y90iq_gnjbLy7odkyTdC2DkyHBrOMLnVWt9Xq58usfsK97oTDnPatLwQuaSXFCPPnuYglOzb-FLi7ntX0OUXZSrTuvKecGi8jdtiF_n00Oeps-WvCzDbbRJDZXMpGLGFqs2CWFBY57D5BLt6s73y7mWUBvLP6W6MI8D_V1a81w2a-tfE1qPTtp7ZNvPDQIujSVUoMKy8GieFmCQDgpPqbGbbPQF-eOpd-ksn2-wy3EaIqKY5dCJVYnhktRDbhyKEuQTLxj3VjAj7D-384gRsUca5cMeYSVxIFi836hrg3TB13jGoSakvhYuc1EyxGtbMmDYwOVUWm6kKtvSRMmoVhQNJ-sPmZOK93D9BdiEsLQd5tZ1r7oLovzv-nW3zz005y4ipVZzIg0iFlS2b-OCzECz6mrJJcV_Zh2ukEsl6hkJxLRxCIEGMmex7DiHo0fNd0Qcf9LT4-joRTqH57UOhL7XM7ZRK3CObGLkG0RDB41ddebysGBtg0rWwqvBjRvW0dkuKaa5k506MItC3-glA2HO9vjZVz69KOebFvnbcd7d-WYa8Qvm3shOI2h54Tsvzp1nKWx-KqrEP_umQ57xp3J76Iz5XyN8fro9Ggj6F8nNhQ3BKFeFbQ-2mFmeZSCwjhZWOiIqQQhoiuxA1zihw2LWYHk3RyTgyIibhklB8OseTCatHNbvC7AHO6MdwYzGvT0zyr3G1yX1nToSRSI4A_q02Yl72fetNb7XRaYTUbKI1lEBMgeYqK4XQjCGbcULUS4T8cZk5DsGjSD0KIHiy9dN8FGbR5b1MA9f2R4cBdF8O3QDeilbsdtQxOIBzSBHqPKFSDgJkItAXxFKMhv4jpyJYlWWOI1VitSqQJvivRemR0pMOlXDQgzxvJ871htJh6bgsXMr446Yu4YnKIAqj5w-V0RG3Tq7ddS1pmDzXnlsAGthV_gZNd3JXDB8N5osewItJuVhFDm2UpQFCmxi747xWawtzXSbQBlxi47PCDYdtiilPx3N2kRcHAKlYRQyjQZtAgT6GC9RnfnPdPvqKE-EP-MIG8m6GsWbHo1LOCi2yf5G1eLA_zDXrhh8cwoAkWpJIcSyyS6aU7whw9t2NVmsz-xHAGvweabvO3NA_4zt8B3qda1dLTI3QKOcxLfcaH-O5ov3TA4m53NtbNeflmHjHDIZKK_qaI0dmvfrBVi-5ht5TfacuPnLhZ1NGpCjn-s8jvPYpUhCM8xvAtTtX7zRXlyqFxdLJLROKonKj9xHz4jfycKSXa5NByD

British racing driver who salvaged £32m treasure wins court fight with South African government | Daily Mail Online

Mr Hyett, from Derby, a former executive director of the British Racing Drivers’ Club,
having spent over two years planning and carrying out the salvage operation,
successfully got his treasure hoard back to Southampton in 2017 and declared it to
the Receiver of Wreck, which oversees salvage law.

The SS Tilawa, a merchant steamer sunk in 1942 by Japanese torpedoes while carrying a £32m
cargo of silver bars
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Ross Hyett, 67, successfully led a treasure hunting mission to recover 2,364 bars of silver from
the wreck of the SS Tilawa
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 Lucky couple who
= found 264 gold coins...

British racing driver who salvaged £32m treasure wins court fight with South African government | Daily Mail Online

i and Duchess of
Gloucester's 40-bed...

But the South African government, the
owner of the long-lost silver bars, sued
Mr Hyett's company Argentum
Exploration Ltd over the hoard, claiming
it was state property and must be handed
over.

Lawyers for the Republic of South Africa
(RSA) claimed that state immunity meant
they were under no obligation to pay
Argentum Exploration a massive “salvage
reward” under the 1995 Merchant
Shipping Act to get them to release the
silver.

In December 2020, Judge Sir Nigel Teare
in the Admiralty Court in London found
that RSA was obliged to pay up, after
comparing the dispute to the board
game Buccaneer, in which rivals race to
claim pirate treasure.

Then last year RSA won permission to
take their fight to the Court of Appeal.

Today the Appeal Court dismissed the
RSA's appeal, handing victory to Mr Hyett
and meaning the RSA has to pay to get
the silver back.

The case had turned on delicate legal
arguments over whether the silver was in
commercial or sovereign use as it lay at
the bottom of the sea 75 years after the
ship carrying it was sunk.

If it was deemed to be in use for a
sovereign purpose it would grant the RSA
state immunity from paying a reward to
the treasure hunters.

Appeal judge Lord Justice Popplewell
ruled that whilst the silver on board had
been largely destined for the sovereign
purpose of being turned into coins in the
South African national mint, it was legally
in “commercial use” as it had been
bought and sold and was being carried
on a merchant ship when it was lost.

That purpose had not changed during
the decades it had lain at the bottom of
the sea the judge found.

The SS Tilawa was a merchant ship
owned by the British India Steam

The sinking of the SS
Tilawa by Japanese
torpedoes during the
Second World War

The SS Tilawa was a merchant ship
owned by the British India Steam
Navigation Company, having been
built on the Tyne in 1924.

It was 125m in length and at the time
she was sunk carried a crew of 222, as
well as 732 passengers and 6,472 tons
of cargo.

The ship was transporting mostly
Indian nationals to Mombasa, Maputo
and Durban.

But en route from Bombay to Durban,
the ship was sunk by two Japanese
torpedoes on November 27, 1942.

The ship was attacked 930 miles
northeast of the Seychelles.

Reports say that the first torpedo
created panic among the 732
passengers, with many of the deaths
coming in the rush to lifeboats.

The ship remained afloat despite the
attack but, as the survivors attempted
to reboard, the second torpedo
struck.

Nearby British ship HMS Birmingham
swiftly mounted a rescue operation
and a total of 673 of the 954 people on
board were brought back to Bombay.

Another 281 lost their lives in the
attack.
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732 passengers and 6,472 tons of cargo.

That cargo included 2,391 bars of silver, purchased by the South African government

and destined to be turned into

But en route from Bombay to Durban, the ship was sunk by two Japanese torpedoes.

Nearby British ship HMS Birmingham swiftly mounted a rescue operation and a total
of 673 of the 954 people on board were brought back to Bombay on 27 November
1942, with 281 losing their lives.
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Of the 2,391 silver bars on board, 2,364
were salvaged and brought back to
Southampton over 70 years later by Mr
Hyett’s treasure hunting company,
Argentum Exploration Ltd.

HMS Birmingham the warship that came to the rescue of the SS Tilawa after it was hit by

Passengers and crew attempting to flee the SS Tilawa, a merchant steamer sunk in 1942 by

British racing driver who salvaged £32m treasure wins court fight with South African government | Daily Mail Online

Salvage laws in the UK

If you recover wreck material within UK
territorial waters, or bring wreck

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11303433/British-racing-driv...salvaged-32m-treasure-wins-court-fight-South-African-government.html
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British racing driver who salvaged £32m treasure wins court fight with South African government | Daily Mail Online

The secret operation took six months and
the bars shipped to Southampton. It has
since been held under lock and key in a
secure warehouse whilst Mr Hyett’s
company and the South African
government fought in court over the

111Ee S0ULI AITICdN governinerit (KRoA) 1S
the legal owner of the hoard, but
Argentum Exploration is not obliged to
release the silver until South Africa has
agreed to pay him a massive “salvage
reward” under the 1995 Merchant
Shipping Act.

The South African government had
insisted that it could legally avoid paying
the reward for the silver under the State
Immunity Act 1978.

The Act frees other sovereign states from
being subject to UK laws, except in
certain very limited circumstances.

Sir Nigel ruled in December that the bars
were being used for commercial
purposes when the ship was sunk in
1942, and handed victory to Mr Hyett’s
company.

Agreeing with that ruling, Lord Justice
Popplewell said today that the
commercial purpose and use of the ship
and the treasure could not be said to
have changed during the 70-plus years it
had lain on the sea bed.

“What exposes a state cargo owner to
salvage in such cases...is the commercial
use of a vessel to carry the cargo, which
exposes it to the risk of having to pay
salvage if it is saved from danger to the
cargo owner’s advantage,” he said.

“The silver had in all probability been
forgotten about by RSA, which did not
actively consider what to do with it until
after 13 October 2017.

“That activity is non-sovereign and does
not attract immunity under customary
international law.

“The maritime circumstances which
comprise that ingredient were no
different when the salvage commenced
in 2017 from those which existed at the
moment in 1942 when the vessel and
silver went to the seabed.

“No distinction is to be made between

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11303433/British-racing-dri...salvaged-32m-treasure-wins-court-fight-South-African-government.html

material into UK territorial waters, you
must report it to the Receiver of
Wreck, under the Merchant Shipping
Act 1995.

The Receiver of Wreck is responsible
for processing incoming reports of

39 Top AN

View comments
consideration.

This is done by researching and
establishing who owns the wreck

and liaising with the finder and owner,
and other interested parties such as
archaeologists and museums.

The Receiver aims to give owners the
opportunity of having their property
returned and to make sure a fair
salvage award payment is made where
necessary.

If you recover wreck material, you
must declare it to the Receiver within
28 days. You should give a full
description of the wreck and will
usually be asked to hold recovered
material.

If you own a wreck, you must prove
ownership to the satisfaction of the
Receiver. You must provide proof of
ownership within one year of the
material being reported.

You will be entitled to have your
property back as soon as you have
paid any due expenses and an
appropriate salvage award.

A salvor, acting properly under the law,
is likely to be entitled to a salvage
award. This salvage award cannot
exceed the salved value of the
recovered material.

The Receiver can arrange for
independent valuations to help owners
and finders agree on a fair salvage
award.

Source: gov.uk
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the moment when the vessel suffered the

casualty and the moment when the silver

became derelict by abandonment of hope of recovery by RSA, which it is to be
inferred took place shortly after the sinking in 1942.

“Wreck as a recognised subject matter of a claim for salvage depends upon the
maritime circumstances which preceded it becoming derelict.

“Moreover, the mere passage of time between cargo becoming derelict and the
commencement of salvage services does not affect whether it is a recognised
subject of salvage. It makes no difference whether it was salved within hours of
becoming wreck or after 75 years.

“Accordingly, the use and intended use of the vessel and silver which it is necessary
to examine are those at the time the vessel sank in 1942, when the silver was a cargo.

“The silver was a cargo in maritime circumstances then because it was being carried
on the vessel. That is what makes the silver a recognised subject of salvage for the
purposes of the maritime law claim.

“l agree with the judge that the silver was in use by RSA for commercial purposes
when it was on board the vessel.

“Both aspects were non-sovereign activity under customary international law, and
both were activity for commercial purposes.

“For these reasons | would dismiss the appeal,” he concluded.
Lady Justice Andrews agreed with Lord Justice Popplewell’s conclusion.

However, Lady Justice Elisabeth Laing disagreed and delivered a dissenting
judgement, leaving the door open for a potential challenge being taken to the
Supreme Court.
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