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British champion racing driver who

salvaged silver bars worth £32m from

torpedoed WW2 cargo ship off the

Maldives wins court fight with South

African government which will now

have to pay to get treasure back

Ross Hyett, 67, brought the long-lost silver bars back to Southampton in 2017 
He had spent two years planning and carrying out the treasure hunting mission 
The £32 million of silver was recovered from the SS Tilawa, off Maldives coast 
Mr Hyett won a legal battle waged by South African government over the find

By STEWART CARR FOR MAILONLINE
PUBLISHED: 11:52 EDT, 11 October 2022 | UPDATED: 14:39 EDT, 11 October 2022

A British champion racing driver who salvaged £32m worth of silver from a Second
World War wreck off the Maldives has won a court fight waged by the South African
government.

Motorsports champ and financier Ross Hyett, 67, successfully spearheaded a
complex and risky treasure hunting mission to recover 2,364 bars of silver from the
wreck of the SS Tilawa.

The 10,000-ton steamer, built in Tyneside, was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine
off the coast of the Maldives in November 1942.
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Mr Hyett, from Derby, a former executive director of the British Racing Drivers’ Club,
having spent over two years planning and carrying out the salvage operation,
successfully got his treasure hoard back to Southampton in 2017 and declared it to
the Receiver of Wreck, which oversees salvage law.

The SS Tilawa, a merchant steamer sunk in 1942 by Japanese torpedoes while carrying a £32m

cargo of silver bars
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Ross Hyett, 67, successfully led a treasure hunting mission to recover 2,364 bars of silver from

the wreck of the SS Tilawa

+5

View gallery

+5

View gallery

RELATED ARTICLES

They've made a mint! Treasures from Duke

SHARE THIS

ARTICLE

Designed by the late
Thierry Mugler himself

Olivia Wilde says
'people assume I've
abandoned my kids in a
hot car' and talks being
judged for keeping her
children out of spotlight
amid custody battle
with ex Jason Sudeikis

ADVERTISEMENT

Have you seen the
Transformer Table video
yet? Home decor
influencers are
obsessed by this clever
table that can go from
18-inches to 10 feet
long in SECONDS

Britney Spears
deactivates her
Instagram account
AGAIN... after
shockingly claiming
mother Lynne slapped
her for partying until
4am
 

Dwayne Johnson
reveals that he had
muscle padding
removed from his Black
Adam super suit
because he was ripped
enough without it
 

Bronson Pinchot dons
blond wig in his first
sighting on the LA set
of Beverly Hills Cop:
Axel Foley alongside

Ad

(Mature audience only)

Warning, these rarely seen photos
are not suitable for all audiences

OPEN

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11294349/Lucky-couple-264-gold-coins-dating-reign-King-James-sell-754-000.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11138065/Aladdins-cave-treasures-Queens-cousins-former-manor-house-auction.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-11313281/Irina-Shayk-shimmers-plunging-silver-gown-Thierry-Muglers-Angel.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-11313085/Olivia-Wilde-says-people-assume-Ive-abandoned-kids-hot-car-talks-judgement.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-11272243/The-Transformer-Table-video-table-going-18-inches-10-feet-300-million-TikTok-views.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-11313303/Britney-Spears-deactivates-Instagram-account-AGAIN.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-11313335/Dwayne-Johnson-muscle-padding-taken-Black-Adam-super-suit-ripped-enough.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-11312101/Bronson-Pinchot-reunites-Eddie-Murphy-LA-set-Beverly-Hills-Cop-Axel-Foley.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CyDjbP3dIY6bwO4Tk48APi5KXMPaF0vNsifTN0doQyZfprfgKEAEgrNm4ImD9gI-B6AOgAdzy95soyAEGqQLnYfWjPRV5PuACAKgDAcgDCqoEnQNP0PcNysOkjt59qeNtyKFKyjsopuZwfmEY5DJlZlqW2uGIbbxfi8XonS4jXcKkG-8cBtVQ2WEJ7vuR9aP9TKEqEMmZwd0NpKy0UB7GUHXBFrfp0JBoVV8FV61c1r2CGaw_IdTREnp7s5NKrawcE_aidMnM0B5Ht-FpB3UC9YgqSaR_Ldn4JyQK1rpdG2O84uymaqH2lmdq_p7dR_gq5iVEQontUHXdq9oCm1-DWYwIFlbgL1jbv6NG9uASFQSZCftL-bkpT37HRfyY6-OxTQgzSq8DX0KpvXCSaiUsN-x3jlGW1prYA-4UmUub41cfh_ZA5wTCZ3OtxcpxnqSndU89mu73Te1hoGV_f-_zK1WkeCh1RDQ3yut7rE57w2ee_M_beHA1RolekR3IZ4EvWaH4jYZYO8SEsCztCOJ6ZjmB4aTl3v1kSBduf6Ma-NBc-HFy42TXViTRTCMQwCWLdzW1wyzwJHBax4kqa4WCMSCAM36mKDLLsZO1Ocqu0zTbxWs3hm3KsBfVbHT_cyck4WYpFosEUPlmVhJ-yTnNJcAE5JvuvIgE4AQBoAY3gAfcqsj7AqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCe07BQDHBKKVgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQShwEA6tujfSo2WgNPHUs0RKoaVOUxcH7fGS2o51iXf1sWGqqM8u62_Mj-KoKhJpTqKIz8bGPiQHYlnncidrUV4cTRhQ1M9OVMWHB2aZXmxJfExqUa8_gjBKF7sUYUZ13A_NUpc0XGYlQJm1v4lnHlJm9ytjL6_NAw2cwpObv6O002o8HWGzoVrMcgEw&sig=AOD64_0UqR69HI0-NfKM2RONzUfiwky04g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=0&adurl=https://www.tips-and-tricks.co/celebs/this-gorgeous-model-is-miley-cyrus-ex-girlfriend/%3Futm_campaign%3D3u2yo0i6%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_term%3Dwww.dailymail.co.uk%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI5ovw7Ife-gIVBPIYAh0LyQUGEAEYASAAEgK4TfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CyDjbP3dIY6bwO4Tk48APi5KXMPaF0vNsifTN0doQyZfprfgKEAEgrNm4ImD9gI-B6AOgAdzy95soyAEGqQLnYfWjPRV5PuACAKgDAcgDCqoEnQNP0PcNysOkjt59qeNtyKFKyjsopuZwfmEY5DJlZlqW2uGIbbxfi8XonS4jXcKkG-8cBtVQ2WEJ7vuR9aP9TKEqEMmZwd0NpKy0UB7GUHXBFrfp0JBoVV8FV61c1r2CGaw_IdTREnp7s5NKrawcE_aidMnM0B5Ht-FpB3UC9YgqSaR_Ldn4JyQK1rpdG2O84uymaqH2lmdq_p7dR_gq5iVEQontUHXdq9oCm1-DWYwIFlbgL1jbv6NG9uASFQSZCftL-bkpT37HRfyY6-OxTQgzSq8DX0KpvXCSaiUsN-x3jlGW1prYA-4UmUub41cfh_ZA5wTCZ3OtxcpxnqSndU89mu73Te1hoGV_f-_zK1WkeCh1RDQ3yut7rE57w2ee_M_beHA1RolekR3IZ4EvWaH4jYZYO8SEsCztCOJ6ZjmB4aTl3v1kSBduf6Ma-NBc-HFy42TXViTRTCMQwCWLdzW1wyzwJHBax4kqa4WCMSCAM36mKDLLsZO1Ocqu0zTbxWs3hm3KsBfVbHT_cyck4WYpFosEUPlmVhJ-yTnNJcAE5JvuvIgE4AQBoAY3gAfcqsj7AqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCe07BQDHBKKVgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQShwEA6tujfSo2WgNPHUs0RKoaVOUxcH7fGS2o51iXf1sWGqqM8u62_Mj-KoKhJpTqKIz8bGPiQHYlnncidrUV4cTRhQ1M9OVMWHB2aZXmxJfExqUa8_gjBKF7sUYUZ13A_NUpc0XGYlQJm1v4lnHlJm9ytjL6_NAw2cwpObv6O002o8HWGzoVrMcgEw&sig=AOD64_0UqR69HI0-NfKM2RONzUfiwky04g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=7&adurl=https://www.tips-and-tricks.co/celebs/this-gorgeous-model-is-miley-cyrus-ex-girlfriend/%3Futm_campaign%3D3u2yo0i6%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_term%3Dwww.dailymail.co.uk%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI5ovw7Ife-gIVBPIYAh0LyQUGEAEYASAAEgK4TfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CyDjbP3dIY6bwO4Tk48APi5KXMPaF0vNsifTN0doQyZfprfgKEAEgrNm4ImD9gI-B6AOgAdzy95soyAEGqQLnYfWjPRV5PuACAKgDAcgDCqoEnQNP0PcNysOkjt59qeNtyKFKyjsopuZwfmEY5DJlZlqW2uGIbbxfi8XonS4jXcKkG-8cBtVQ2WEJ7vuR9aP9TKEqEMmZwd0NpKy0UB7GUHXBFrfp0JBoVV8FV61c1r2CGaw_IdTREnp7s5NKrawcE_aidMnM0B5Ht-FpB3UC9YgqSaR_Ldn4JyQK1rpdG2O84uymaqH2lmdq_p7dR_gq5iVEQontUHXdq9oCm1-DWYwIFlbgL1jbv6NG9uASFQSZCftL-bkpT37HRfyY6-OxTQgzSq8DX0KpvXCSaiUsN-x3jlGW1prYA-4UmUub41cfh_ZA5wTCZ3OtxcpxnqSndU89mu73Te1hoGV_f-_zK1WkeCh1RDQ3yut7rE57w2ee_M_beHA1RolekR3IZ4EvWaH4jYZYO8SEsCztCOJ6ZjmB4aTl3v1kSBduf6Ma-NBc-HFy42TXViTRTCMQwCWLdzW1wyzwJHBax4kqa4WCMSCAM36mKDLLsZO1Ocqu0zTbxWs3hm3KsBfVbHT_cyck4WYpFosEUPlmVhJ-yTnNJcAE5JvuvIgE4AQBoAY3gAfcqsj7AqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCe07BQDHBKKVgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQShwEA6tujfSo2WgNPHUs0RKoaVOUxcH7fGS2o51iXf1sWGqqM8u62_Mj-KoKhJpTqKIz8bGPiQHYlnncidrUV4cTRhQ1M9OVMWHB2aZXmxJfExqUa8_gjBKF7sUYUZ13A_NUpc0XGYlQJm1v4lnHlJm9ytjL6_NAw2cwpObv6O002o8HWGzoVrMcgEw&sig=AOD64_0UqR69HI0-NfKM2RONzUfiwky04g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=8&adurl=https://www.tips-and-tricks.co/celebs/this-gorgeous-model-is-miley-cyrus-ex-girlfriend/%3Futm_campaign%3D3u2yo0i6%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_term%3Dwww.dailymail.co.uk%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI5ovw7Ife-gIVBPIYAh0LyQUGEAEYASAAEgK4TfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CyDjbP3dIY6bwO4Tk48APi5KXMPaF0vNsifTN0doQyZfprfgKEAEgrNm4ImD9gI-B6AOgAdzy95soyAEGqQLnYfWjPRV5PuACAKgDAcgDCqoEnQNP0PcNysOkjt59qeNtyKFKyjsopuZwfmEY5DJlZlqW2uGIbbxfi8XonS4jXcKkG-8cBtVQ2WEJ7vuR9aP9TKEqEMmZwd0NpKy0UB7GUHXBFrfp0JBoVV8FV61c1r2CGaw_IdTREnp7s5NKrawcE_aidMnM0B5Ht-FpB3UC9YgqSaR_Ldn4JyQK1rpdG2O84uymaqH2lmdq_p7dR_gq5iVEQontUHXdq9oCm1-DWYwIFlbgL1jbv6NG9uASFQSZCftL-bkpT37HRfyY6-OxTQgzSq8DX0KpvXCSaiUsN-x3jlGW1prYA-4UmUub41cfh_ZA5wTCZ3OtxcpxnqSndU89mu73Te1hoGV_f-_zK1WkeCh1RDQ3yut7rE57w2ee_M_beHA1RolekR3IZ4EvWaH4jYZYO8SEsCztCOJ6ZjmB4aTl3v1kSBduf6Ma-NBc-HFy42TXViTRTCMQwCWLdzW1wyzwJHBax4kqa4WCMSCAM36mKDLLsZO1Ocqu0zTbxWs3hm3KsBfVbHT_cyck4WYpFosEUPlmVhJ-yTnNJcAE5JvuvIgE4AQBoAY3gAfcqsj7AqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECxCe07BQDHBKKVgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQShwEA6tujfSo2WgNPHUs0RKoaVOUxcH7fGS2o51iXf1sWGqqM8u62_Mj-KoKhJpTqKIz8bGPiQHYlnncidrUV4cTRhQ1M9OVMWHB2aZXmxJfExqUa8_gjBKF7sUYUZ13A_NUpc0XGYlQJm1v4lnHlJm9ytjL6_NAw2cwpObv6O002o8HWGzoVrMcgEw&sig=AOD64_0UqR69HI0-NfKM2RONzUfiwky04g&client=ca-pub-4180835694166255&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=9&adurl=https://www.tips-and-tricks.co/celebs/this-gorgeous-model-is-miley-cyrus-ex-girlfriend/%3Futm_campaign%3D3u2yo0i6%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_term%3Dwww.dailymail.co.uk%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI5ovw7Ife-gIVBPIYAh0LyQUGEAEYASAAEgK4TfD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASRmVMRaZ9NW0H9AKElG4mU7W5ocLv4f4t1CoZovwDBrUshU5Z_3eP87YyZZwVz8QD7eu2VgS3u68AzhC-xanRgtfCFUBB8q0wqCJR54aoRFo4GbGm_WKA9b6oJQxqmxviEDVvGiFtJl_a8-wDr3Mxpv1ScoxkV6-05TmRZCe53ISKYn-7MHyNaTA6OZvnc_lk4QNYOWsWLqBQxrB3xUVlXPv1cyAEAGzFLrYHsKvN_ZjWeAVU5BGT0Mm4A9tL3CbvD7cv1-AZeI-tsO1fZBb2G0vm62VYiV5UoDNAAAF5hbUb1Mashuea9bdGNilLFGNLsWe9KerRhzklb9KLAuhSfQ91KBDf3bpmGsksCQQiuyZUgpdvdTvWnIaO9xE1cxYI4Rn3L2xMI30IzfiGfI-kIV55q24qgWY-L99HvvwS1JyZaidttOC9C_ylOuDDrvYPVJBNW1mov6JulciEcMMavV-40nr0xSVE8qdaYHlGyfHj_NkIpa33n-m_CddWyeAP66koQ1ft0481cuRgm4IKbciAGEpYSK5-Y-MAxpKr4ergLupBzfimUUpaSYEMFzAls_A5VPbRffKuvqvXGqwn6OL3xqkJtgzeECRmRUiD4M1JmkI9ODgS5n_x2m2clpOjQ42qsR2mU92sna_txOPNY7Esg9-GvuYHgy2hGc6z0jPo8hIonSjCy3AiX-KS0XYn1hYQOt9rZOkITRbyNlh9efJGLKHanKHcbxtUoWAwpw0A4sIG751KgAkPBLJTepACuuGoGTiZxC4i6u2H5K9425WSR-EIAsvFEF64-2PFsK9MR-2TnYNs4za19zAibA-pGhNk6-orzw6MMOyaKOHR0WuIyaWFRrOgwz2RgGixyFlTZig9X-EK7Q_zJ01xt0qtFC7eLcX-h-Z7VkIzHuBB54EHVgpY3h0WtDrXDAm2a5Olfgd2zyPXq7eoAKxVU9QNRl4djZrEH7HU5A1M8tFVYNKg29BOUNYENzolkhzyzF-rw3-O0SdAY9xXYqh1KMBBNKeE69VKslAwI92w8aH9n5MYjY7ILNqxvuqw75v0qWcTE0awI1owyEr9agTRKSgpky20FWO6ktQVfTl9Wxb2qZieecWm30UilO3PNfxLl5uXfLIjEDTr-qluwXVUltFCKknAp5Wt1P51huBHobAGzloG0Qjw7EV8VU_Qc0MoC94AL0g7FzWRVbovnCU_QxBk-GXoTgyBG1tTMAWdSDS9SAWNAnQ7M48P95Yzi_NXPezJTqybFVEgduIQL8lDgWiQWXRIzMVULM3O-Zu_D4YrdwA4NT3rr0KE5fr1DFRTNEKJ2SePMEVYM_Q6lvDP45WAjLPlkjEks8ZZlRaL3RwdssCxAhEPrJZZBC8EScCyND40javEP9m6N9iiqD6rgpcfQfKqE7S99F8ZDag2Gf-C0oBBjvfMXJE_8FrDExntGr_6hzH9UKp-xJTmae9YRwn9TWdimI7w0bI2D-jadyPeRt9ObL80B5eGA3XmRKlDI3fUYOYIofgkfS4W5jeSj-CQwQom9KislvYMGPUOhGuVCd5KpWZfUneAQctsB6-T1yqb-jndl2t68DuQEd5xzPGmx4T_sn_MrB8hsf0ohP9vAz4A9YgAZD67lmraAQ75A0EFs5L1NH7b_jJp2ZEMzZqrwegjAE-MnbmVAjf1n1QPI7gmk-ZKrZP5juQRC-hHq7QJ7fxiidB-_Bc_lASg9vgFujmzturCyei3aH0_BjytV2WCt-ag2K_iNNRjoB5A9rKGS4rn4T1ZzJLE7JVpd8xGXG4eQFRPqjoMMV516rNCHo4FWznPwcNoIKxkutT3AhN4kODTxXqlIdb90gOTBTPzeUUb5cveMR6AmVqq1--xc1CistdjtOlVwBfDGwvS9KoBQSguY4MjacF2-6qeFeYtT8kH-AGJI6OoDQrjKJZUILwX7CQ2LXQeVgkocfFtDQDSaNIT7zwPVslJw-dvCRXisE86zg9U50MthoaKX-GM5rWRUDTK4KnV0ES2TLBtQdLAchTZswVRmCp6U1P_LKRB6-UZZwGROIT6H89uG1uYr9n_hqEah8lQ__b5uJ4IVFwchlvQY7SkuHQUG3osd2j1Ug-hzAvg0LTn1MGzYGcWEWFGCqaCD7ifZabThd6O6XbaVMr_jhskBhovFlzOR6aYSPBHZslj73DP_e3p1zLqfNQwJXlI9zhBuxeH6dTy-tEgwP4e55hEfydgLkOru1e0TeQyZONu1VDBZEdufJLwrI6bXQ-3o6ziEcB2wlBINlp8IIC8bZxkNkVloIQv3p83_FQnV4fO_uHHNF7bv_p4uqCak6Q7iC157XHlJds-OD0iviw8RT-daCoMZFNRBWiZZMR-tf_gwno8Gx_l7oSPtP


2022-10-13, 16:38British racing driver who salvaged £32m treasure wins court fight with South African government | Daily Mail Online

Page 4 of 45https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11303433/British-racing-dri…salvaged-32m-treasure-wins-court-fight-South-African-government.html

The sinking of the SS

Tilawa by Japanese

torpedoes during the

Second World War 

The SS Tilawa was a merchant ship

owned by the British India Steam

Navigation Company, having been

built on the Tyne in 1924.

It was 125m in length and at the time

she was sunk carried a crew of 222, as

well as 732 passengers and 6,472 tons

of cargo.

The ship was transporting mostly

Indian nationals to Mombasa, Maputo

and Durban.

But en route from Bombay to Durban,

the ship was sunk by two Japanese

torpedoes on November 27, 1942. 

The ship was attacked 930 miles

northeast of the Seychelles.

Reports say that the first torpedo

created panic among the 732

passengers, with many of the deaths

coming in the rush to lifeboats. 

The ship remained afloat despite the

attack but, as the survivors attempted

to reboard, the second torpedo

struck. 

Nearby British ship HMS Birmingham

swiftly mounted a rescue operation

and a total of 673 of the 954 people on

board were brought back to Bombay.

Another 281 lost their lives in the

attack.

 

But the South African government, the
owner of the long-lost silver bars, sued
Mr Hyett’s company Argentum
Exploration Ltd over the hoard, claiming
it was state property and must be handed
over.

Lawyers for the Republic of South Africa
(RSA) claimed that state immunity meant
they were under no obligation to pay
Argentum Exploration a massive “salvage
reward” under the 1995 Merchant
Shipping Act to get them to release the
silver.

In December 2020, Judge Sir Nigel Teare
in the Admiralty Court in London found
that RSA was obliged to pay up, after
comparing the dispute to the board
game Buccaneer, in which rivals race to
claim pirate treasure.

Then last year RSA won permission to
take their fight to the Court of Appeal.

Today the Appeal Court dismissed the
RSA’s appeal, handing victory to Mr Hyett
and meaning the RSA has to pay to get
the silver back.

The case had turned on delicate legal
arguments over whether the silver was in
commercial or sovereign use as it lay at
the bottom of the sea 75 years after the
ship carrying it was sunk.

If it was deemed to be in use for a
sovereign purpose it would grant the RSA
state immunity from paying a reward to
the treasure hunters.

Appeal judge Lord Justice Popplewell
ruled that whilst the silver on board had
been largely destined for the sovereign
purpose of being turned into coins in the
South African national mint, it was legally
in “commercial use” as it had been
bought and sold and was being carried
on a merchant ship when it was lost.

That purpose had not changed during
the decades it had lain at the bottom of
the sea the judge found.

The SS Tilawa was a merchant ship
owned by the British India Steam
Navigation Company, having been built on the Tyne in 1924.

She was 125m in length and at the time she was sunk carried a crew of 222, as well as
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Salvage laws in the UK 

If you recover wreck material within UK

territorial waters, or bring wreck

732 passengers and 6,472 tons of cargo.

That cargo included 2,391 bars of silver, purchased by the South African government
and destined to be turned into

But en route from Bombay to Durban, the ship was sunk by two Japanese torpedoes.

Nearby British ship HMS Birmingham swiftly mounted a rescue operation and a total
of 673 of the 954 people on board were brought back to Bombay on 27 November
1942, with 281 losing their lives.

HMS Birmingham the warship that came to the rescue of the SS Tilawa after it was hit by

torpedoes

Passengers and crew attempting to flee the SS Tilawa, a merchant steamer sunk in 1942 by

Japanese torpedoes

Of the 2,391 silver bars on board, 2,364
were salvaged and brought back to
Southampton over 70 years later by Mr
Hyett’s treasure hunting company,
Argentum Exploration Ltd.
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material into UK territorial waters, you

must report it to the Receiver of

Wreck, under the Merchant Shipping

Act 1995.

The Receiver of Wreck is responsible

for processing incoming reports of

wreck and ensures that the interests of

both salvor and owner are taken into

consideration.

This is done by researching and

establishing who owns the wreck

and liaising with the finder and owner,

and other interested parties such as

archaeologists and museums.

The Receiver aims to give owners the

opportunity of having their property

returned and to make sure a fair

salvage award payment is made where

necessary.

If you recover wreck material, you

must declare it to the Receiver within

28 days. You should give a full

description of the wreck and will

usually be asked to hold recovered

material.

If you own a wreck, you must prove

ownership to the satisfaction of the

Receiver.  You must provide proof of

ownership within one year of the

material being reported. 

You will be entitled to have your

property back as soon as you have

paid any due expenses and an

appropriate salvage award.

A salvor, acting properly under the law,

is likely to be entitled to a salvage

award. This salvage award cannot

exceed the salved value of the

recovered material.

The Receiver can arrange for

independent valuations to help owners

and finders agree on a fair salvage

award.

Source: gov.uk 

The secret operation took six months and
the bars shipped to Southampton. It has
since been held under lock and key in a
secure warehouse whilst Mr Hyett’s
company and the South African
government fought in court over the
rights to the treasure.

The South African government (RSA) is
the legal owner of the hoard, but
Argentum Exploration is not obliged to
release the silver until South Africa has
agreed to pay him a massive “salvage
reward” under the 1995 Merchant
Shipping Act.

The South African government had
insisted that it could legally avoid paying
the reward for the silver under the State
Immunity Act 1978.

The Act frees other sovereign states from
being subject to UK laws, except in
certain very limited circumstances.

Sir Nigel ruled in December that the bars
were being used for commercial
purposes when the ship was sunk in
1942, and handed victory to Mr Hyett’s
company.

Agreeing with that ruling, Lord Justice
Popplewell said today that the
commercial purpose and use of the ship
and the treasure could not be said to
have changed during the 70-plus years it
had lain on the sea bed.

“What exposes a state cargo owner to
salvage in such cases...is the commercial
use of a vessel to carry the cargo, which
exposes it to the risk of having to pay
salvage if it is saved from danger to the
cargo owner’s advantage,” he said.

“The silver had in all probability been
forgotten about by RSA, which did not
actively consider what to do with it until
after 13 October 2017.

“That activity is non-sovereign and does
not attract immunity under customary
international law.

“The maritime circumstances which
comprise that ingredient were no
different when the salvage commenced
in 2017 from those which existed at the
moment in 1942 when the vessel and
silver went to the seabed.

“No distinction is to be made between
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the moment when the vessel suffered the
casualty and the moment when the silver
became derelict by abandonment of hope of recovery by RSA, which it is to be
inferred took place shortly after the sinking in 1942.

“Wreck as a recognised subject matter of a claim for salvage depends upon the
maritime circumstances which preceded it becoming derelict.

“Moreover, the mere passage of time between cargo becoming derelict and the
commencement of salvage services does not affect whether it is a recognised
subject of salvage. It makes no difference whether it was salved within hours of
becoming wreck or after 75 years.

“Accordingly, the use and intended use of the vessel and silver which it is necessary
to examine are those at the time the vessel sank in 1942, when the silver was a cargo.

“The silver was a cargo in maritime circumstances then because it was being carried
on the vessel. That is what makes the silver a recognised subject of salvage for the
purposes of the maritime law claim.

“I agree with the judge that the silver was in use by RSA for commercial purposes
when it was on board the vessel.

“Both aspects were non-sovereign activity under customary international law, and
both were activity for commercial purposes.

“For these reasons I would dismiss the appeal,” he concluded.

Lady Justice Andrews agreed with Lord Justice Popplewell’s conclusion.

However, Lady Justice Elisabeth Laing disagreed and delivered a dissenting
judgement, leaving the door open for a potential challenge being taken to the
Supreme Court.
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