Cassim Mahomed Sema,
81, of Newcastle,

He also managed to
track down Len
Thomas, 76, a crew mem-
ber of the rescue ship,
HMS Birmingham.

Thomas provided Ma-
homed with pictures of
the panic-stricken crew
and passengers scram-
bling for the safety of the
lifeboats.

Mahomed said his fa-
ther, who passed away in
1983, was tormented
with guilt over his broth-
er Omar's death for more
than 40 years.

“He lived with this sad-
ness in his heart for the
rest of his life. He had
this personal guilt. My
dad never spoke about
the incident, although he
was an excellent story-
teller.”

Haunted by his fa-
ther's grim tale, Ma-
homed has written to
both the Japanese and
the English embassies,
pleading for help in se-
curing records of the
ship’s cargo and its pas-
sengers.

“What irks me still is
why the Japanese sank a
passenger ship, Accord-
ing to Thomas, the ship
was carrying 60 tons of
silver, and Moulana Se-

ma said he suspected it
was carrying gold as
well,

“It makes one wonder
whether the Japs were af-
ter its valuable cargo.
What is also sad is that
neither the Japanese nor
the English have ac-
knowledged the disaster.
If it was a passenger ship.
why was it torpedoed?”

His voice thick with
emotion, Mahomed de-
scribed how his father
spent two nights on a
piece of timber which he
found among the flot-

sam.

“My dad told us he was
holding Omar in his
hands when they fell into
the sea. As they hit the
water, my dad lost con-
sciousness.

“He could not recollect
what happened. All he
can remember is coming
up for air, but his brother
was not there, His broth-
er fell close to the ship
and it was possible he
could have been hit by
the propeller. He could
not remember what hap-
pened to his two broth-
ers-in-law, Hassim and
Mockaria.”

Mahomed said his fa-
ther was not a swim-

mer.

“He held onto the
piece of timber to stay
afloat. He spent two

nights on it and kept
shouting out his broth-
er's name.

“My father told us he
had nothing to eat. He
used to fill his mouth
with water and spit it out.
He used his handkerchief
to wet his face and also
to attract attention. My
dad also spoke of how
sharks attacked others
who were in the water.”

Mahomed said his fa-
ther was returning from
India after visiting family
members, while his un-
cles had visited the sub-
continent to get mar-
ried.

“My uncle, Omar
Mockaria, left my aunt,
Hajira, who is now 81,
and a six-month-old child
when he returned to
South Africa. My other
uncle, Joosub Hassim,
left my aunt, Zubeida,
who is now 79,

“Both my aunts, who
are South Africans, have
to this day never visited
our country. They are liv-
ing in Gujarat, India.”

Moulana  Sema, a
founder of the Darul

other loud bang and,
within  seconds, the
Tilawa sank.”

Sema said the sea had
been very rough.

“We broke open a box
we found on the lifeboat
and discovered some
round biscuits. We found
water in an aluminium
container.”

They- were given tiny
pieces of biscuit and
were rationed by being
allowed only small sips
of water.

“I was vomiting all the
time. | had no strength. I
could not even lift the
oars to steer the boat.
Because | was so sick, |
thought that | would nev-

er make it to shore
alive.
“Now and again it

rained. The sun also
burnt us, adding to our
troubles. 1 often felt the
urge to urinate, but
somehow | couldn’t. We
saw seagulls the follow-
ing day, which raised our
hopes that land was
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be.

“When we saw the
HMS Birmingham after
two days, we took some-
one's shirtand tiedittoa
stick and waved it, but
they did not spot us. For-
tunately, a helicopter
despatched from an air-
craft carrier later spot-
ted us and we were
picked up.

“Iremember we board-
ed the Tilawa when the
sun was rising and we
were rescued when the
sun was setting,” said Se-
ma.

Malim said he was 14
years old when he board-
ed the Tilawa.

“I'was on my own and |
was very excited. We
jumped into the sea
when the ship went
down. We were later
picked up by a ship. |
can't recall how we were
rescued,” he said.

Chhita said they would
have perished at sea if
they had not been res-
cued by the HMS Birm-

%For the first two o
three years after the
Tilawa sank, 1 had night-
mares. Even now, when |
look at pictures of ships,
| feel the fear coming
back.

“While we were at sea,
I gave up hope. You arein
the middle of the sea at
night. What help can you
get?” said Chhita,

Ranjit Desai, 80, who
was 21 at the time, said
he was returning from In-

thu‘ Pragu Deszu ho
was a member of Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s Indian Na-

tional Congress Party
when  the  disaster
struck.

“It's a memory you
cannot forget. To the
best of my knowledge,
the Tilawa was the only
passenger ship to have
been torpedoed during
the Second World War.”

Thomas, who said that
crew from the aircraft

Birmingham,”

® Mahomed has creat-
ed a website for those
who require more infor-
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Cnr Main & Central Road, Fordsburg

SURGERY FOR SALE

NORTH COAST ROA
DURBAN

Sectional title unit. Growing practice.
Excellent potential

Tel: (031) 563 8834 - (031) 564 9723 (h)
Cell: 082 578 6459

.“L‘
HERBA

Good news 1o the Nation of South
Alrica, Dr Moulana come to help
{ABOF'B thraugh spiritual power i.a
hruugl;‘Jmns power. Remaval of
bad i

|uved ones be yours forever,
i P s, chase away
tokoloshe from yuur house,
Moulana medicing 5 very powar-
ful with 100% results. May look
oung but do wonders. Oasis of
éplta‘ African & Arabic herbs.

orfune over the phona,

FLOOR T0 LET

Broadway
building
2nd Flaor, Cnr
Mint & Clare
Road.
Appro 200 sq

metre

Phone
833 1257/8

DR SULIMANI
HERBALIST

(Goad news: Dr Sulimani was
jgone out 10 bring heavy medi-
cine, eg. bring back lost lover,

on the b

Dr Sulimanl challenges to solve
problem in 36hrs, Come and
see his miracles . This is time

UR:
GOOD LUCKY

FLOORS TO LET
Cnr 261 Main
& Kruger Street

City Suburaty

786
DR DAWOOD ESSA

Count yoursell ameng the blessed
ns\«ly arrivad,  your stmngest
v thaf you have long been
praymg for. I tell fortunes over the
ghm& ra!atlonshlp problems, |
ind broken homes, strengthen
and many more. It is

[FouatificaN]
Sewing
Machinists
Over locking and
straight sewing exp

19 Central Road

ti the S8 Tilawa. .
rhse et | C‘O‘"‘;fj Available Immediately .
tilawa. He can also be
contacted at 083-327- Contact = 011-836 9421
8600.
KING MTAWUWETU

HERBALIST Cl=ya e
Good news to all af

South Airica. Here comes the
strongest doctor from East
Africa, He came with strong
medicine to do his job and solve
all problems He binds
houses/businesses, love affairs,
bring back your loved one, to
remove tokoloshes from your

Attorney Hiiliard Kassei speciaiises in immigration to
uUsAa CANADA AUSTRALIA NZ & UK
US Green Card Lottery entries also accepted
Tel (011) B83-0013 E-mail: immigrationlaw@worldoniine.co.za
CONSULTATIONS IN DURBAN 15, 16, 17 SEPTEMBER

277088

ard, financial p
emove unwanted person from
your house, casino, and man
more. All these problems will
be solved in 48 hours, thats
my guarantee. We are based
in Khayalitsha in Cape Town.

Cell: 082 264 B125

TO LET

FORDSBURG
CENTRAL
1) 176m2 Offices
2) 400m2 |
Ground Floor
082 504 2000
833 0621/2

Lenasia C.B.D

Formely Taj / Sartaj Co
Vacant after 30 years
Super Gold Mine for:
e Spice shop, fabrics

Supermarket

Sweetshop
Electronics
Cellular shop

e Etc, etc

Contact Fharhana cell 082 469 3690

Dr. CHIEF
HOOSEN

ZANZIBAR HERBALIST
Dr Hoosen is back from Zanzibar
o help thosa, with problems.
No matter if you failed somewhere
eise, Dr, Chiel Hoosen will
never fall your problam at ail
His job is always guaranteed.
Ha soves

problem, house binding, work
problem, lucky, get married quick-
Iy, and others as well Don't waste
your time, just phone Dr. Chief
Hoasan now, you will have a joy in
your feeling - due 1o your probiem.
Phone: (031) 306 0515/
082834 0 mfer qQuilck heip.
Sltuated ross Street,
cfo Ki ne
n.

YOU'RE MOST WELCOME!

1.4

2. Salespe

The following vacancies
available.

be computer literate, with
knowledge of accounts.
son for rugs store
in Oriental Plaza.
3. Warehouse manager for
wholesale company

PLEASE FAX 2 PAGE CV,
TO 830 0570

Phone ‘ I “.“L‘;";“;“:;'(:n%}‘f‘mg‘;ﬁ: Yol required. 2 Fordsburg
get  within ours. Find your = 5 2
ream. | wi il you. Boksburg Area & Approximately
833 1257/8 | ||l A s . i e
Factory & s«%ga?é %UJL’;'E;, éff‘,ggm Ph: ‘“(1:'&9:;5535 / AL
rban,
warehouse Tl () o) 150 011-892-0199 A 833.1257/8
zyvmn (h) 031-704 6020 a7z
e » A
{PERIENGEL 3 VALUABLE STANDS
TNKKEEFPER UG | MEASURING 2663M? IN EXTENT

Growing

dynamic
who

company

seeks a motivated & I
individual I
is deadline I
orientated.
should be experienced
up to balance sheet.
Creditors experience an I

Candidate

advantage. Must be I
computer literate in |
Pastel, Word, Excel. I

contact Ameen on |

(011) 830 0538/9

(011) 830 1508

ZONED FOR BUSINESS
WEDNESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER
2001 AT 10.00A.M.

R FURTHER P,

Instructed thereto by Messrs. K. Patel, we will sell by public
auction on the spot Nirvanao Drive, Lenasio on Wednesday
19 September 2001 af 10.00a.m, the following stonds:-
ERF 11403, ERF 11404, ERF 11405
SITUATED ON NIRVANA DRIVE, LENASIA
MEASURING IN EXTENT 2663M°
Zoning for these valuable Ervens is

JTERMS: 15% deposil in cash or bank Guaranieed Cheque
on the fall of the hammer, balance by way of suitable bank
guarantees wilhin 30 days of confirmolion.

VIEWING: Day prior to Aucfion from 8.30a:m io 4.30p.m

TEL: (011) 683-8360/1/2(3
CELL: 082 4454941 (Harry)

TACT ON
FAX: (011) 683 8114

277295

IANN WYLES

AUCTIONEERS

Auvcrioneers ® Estate Agents ® Appraisers

18215QM.

mrETOmMT (FRZO==TUmAXm SC0AT MA=<AMN ~RZ0==TmMAXM

ESTATE L
ASTERS REFERENCE NO. 6674/99
ESTATE PROPERTY AUCTION
PRIME SPLIT LEVEL RESIDENCE
48 MIOUNTAIN RISE DRIVE
MOUNTAIN RISE PIETERMARITZBURG

TO BE CONVENED ON SITE 48 MOUNTAIN RISE, PIETERMARITZBURG, ON

THURSDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2001 AT 2:30P.M. (14H30)

DULY INSTRUCTED BY THE EXECUTOR CONCERNED, WE WILL SELL:-

48 MOUNTAIN RISE DRIVE, MOUNTAIN RISE

KNOWN AS PORTION 54 OF LOT 1291 PIETERMARITZBURG, IN EXTENT
IMPROVEMENTS:-
(6285QM) COMPROMISING:- MAIN AREA: ENTRANCE HALL/LOBBY;
PRAYER ROOM/STUDY; TV ROOM/LOUNGE; FULLY FITTED KITCHEN;
BREAKFAST ROOM; FORMAL LOUNGE; PANTRY/SCULLERY & SEPARATE
LAUNDRY; 2 BEDROOMS (MES); GUEST BATHROOM; LINEN ROOM; TOI-
LET; SHOWER; LOWER LEVEL: (i) 2 BEDROOMS; BATHROOM & STORE;
COURTYARD; (ii) RECREATION ROOM & TOILETS; SWIMMING POOL.
NOTE: THIS SPACIOUS PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN A QUALITY SUBURB,
ENJOYING UNSURPASSED VIEWS OVER THE CITY
VIEWING: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TERMS 15% DEPOlS_[l“B\:‘C'I_\Sﬂ.05E&N'!("GUAlRANTEEDICHEQUE TO BE LIODGED AT THE
FALL OF THE HAMMER. THE BALANCE BY SUITABLE GUARANTEES WiTHIN 30 DAYS OF
CONFIRMATION. SUBJECT TO 14 DAY PERIOD CONFIRMATION. THE PURCHASER WILL
PURCHASE THE ABOVE MENTIONED PROPERTY FREE OF ALL ENCUMBRANCE.

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS AND DETAILED BROCHURE CONTACT THE

AUCTIONEERS AT (031) 5794403, FAX: (031) 5794419,

E-Mail: ian@ianwyles.co.za or visit our Web Site at www. |anwyles €o. za@

E A.S. LOCKHAT

MULTI-LEVEL MODERN RESIDENCE

T FPZO=<TMAXm S0XT MA=ZAIMY rRZ0=<TMmAXMm

THE ABOVE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE
“EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE FROM EXCEPTIONAL PEQPLE”






