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Fifth Sunday of Lent
Dear Friends,

MASS TIMES
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:30 AM and 11:15 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday - Friday, 12:15 PM

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 - 4:30 PM

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
10:00 AM-4:00 PM

PASTOR
Fr Niall Nolan
frniall@stcatherine-houston.org
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
Janie Morales

Ah yes, there is more than a whiff of summer in the air! It’s not just
the presence of pollen and the other particulates that drive us crazy this time of year; it’s longer days and higher temperatures, and
CCE (Continuing Catholic/Christian Education) comes to an end
this weekend, Sunday, April 7. We are going to use what had been
planned as the last CCE class, which is slated for the following Sunday, April 14, as a teachers’ meeting instead to assess last year and
plan the next one. We are also moving our last Mingle and Breakfast to CCE Teachers’ Review and Planning weekend (April 13 & 14)
to accommodate the teachers and to give everyone a chance to
schmooze one last time over some food and the like before we
close the kitchen for the summer. So, to the great chagrin and disappointment of most of you, this Sunday is the last of the CCE classes until after Labor Day.
A big thanks to all the CCE teachers who volunteer their time every
weekend to support you, the parents of the children in CCE, in your
handing on of the faith through your faith-practice and example.
The Finance Council has approved (after many meetings, which
included meeting with the Hospitality Committee and Young
Mom’s Group) a renovation plan for the kitchen. Over the past few
years, we have outgrown the capacity of the kitchen - both to
serve coffee and snacks on Sundays to one and all and to extend
our usual hospitality every month during the academic year by way
of the Saturday Evening Mingle and Breakfast the following morning. The kitchen will stay fundamentally the same, except we will
open wider-serving hatches both to the entrance corridor and into
the Community Hall itself; we will also do some needed tidying up in
the kitchen itself by way of installing better cabinet and work-top
space. Basically, we will make it a better place to work in and continue to better serve the community which thankfully always supports an opportunity to be welcoming and to socialize. This means
that the kitchen and the Community Hall will be out of commission
from immediately after Easter until the work is complete by Labor
Day. Then we will be up and running and ready for the beginning
of the school year.
Keep watching this space for updates and other miscellaneous information.
Have a great week,

janie@stcatherine-houston.org
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Condolences
The Community of Saint Catherine of Siena extends its heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of Martha Jane
Garrett who died last Sunday, March 31.
May the peace of God, which is beyond all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of
God and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Treasures From Our Tradition
Next weekend, many churches provide palms to be carried in
the opening moments of the liturgy, as we gratefully recall
Jesus’ entry into the holy city of Jerusalem. The children who
greeted him on that day used what was both handy and traditional, since palms were carried to inaugurate the joyful harvest feast of Succoth. To this day, faithful Jews are directed to
take a beautiful palm branch, green and straight as possible,
called a lulav, and bind it with three myrtle branches fifteen
inches long, and two longer willow branches. At the end of
the temple service, everyone carries the lulav, circling the
sanctuary in a dance called the Hoshanot, singing hymns of
joy.
In other climates, Jews and Christians alike have had to make
accommodations over the years. In Italy, everyone carries
olive branches today, often brought from their own garden. In
England, forsythia branches are preferred, a relative of the
olive, sign of peace. Germans prefer pussywillows, and others
look for flowering spring branches. In our part of the world,
what do you think would be the best choice to express joy
and welcome, and to remind us of the joy of Christ’s victory
even as we prepare to commemorate his passion?

God’s Actions Now
When Jews celebrate the Passover, they always tell the
story of the Exodus in present terms, as if they themselves
experienced those events: when we were prisoners in
Egypt; when God brought us out of slavery and through
the waters of the sea. We would do well to follow their example and see the works of Jesus and his sacrifice as being in the present, as happening to us now. We believe
that Christ’s work, his teachings, and his sacrifice on the
cross were not just for his followers in the past, but for all
people at all times. When we think of this in our prayers, we
become one in faith with that great cloud of witnesses, the
saints.
We have been striving through Lent to repent of our sins
and failings, and to follow Jesus more closely. Today in the
story of the woman caught in adultery, we see Jesus forgiving the woman, saving her from a horrible death, and urging her not to sin any more. This is new, and brings out
something for which the law had not allowed—forgiveness.
Of course one can sin no more if one is dead, caught in
one’s sins forever. But Jesus introduces the concepts of forgiveness and reconciliation

Fifth Sunday of Lent
SAT 6

10:00 AM First Reconciliation
5:00 PM Vigil Mass
Mission of Yahweh Food Collection

SUN 7

8:30 AM Sunday Mass
CCE Last Day of Class
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
11:15 AM Sunday Mass
Mission of Yahweh Food Collection

MON 8

OFFICE CLOSED

TUES 9

12:15 Weekday Mass
† Patricia S. Herpel
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

WED 10

12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Bible Study: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Lk. 22:14 – 23:56
Women’s Group 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

THURS 11 12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Bible Study:10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Lk. 22:14 – 23:56
FRI 12

12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Art & Environment 1:00 PM

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
SAT 13

5:00 PM Palm Sunday Vigil Mass
Saturday Mingle 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

SUN 14

8:30 AM Palm Sunday Mass
Sunday Breakfast
CCE Teachers’ Review & Planning
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
11:15 AM Palm Sunday Mass

