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Easter
Dear Friends,
Holy Week; the Week of Weeks, the most important Feast in the
Christian Calendar, begins on Palm Sunday (April 14) with the proclamation of the Passion Narrative according to Saint Luke. He gives
us a much different perspective to that which we will hear on Good
Friday from Saint John’s Gospel. To encourage you to listen with less
distraction and prevent you being delegated solely to the role of
those who shout for Christ’s execution, the texts of the Gospel and
the other Scriptures of the day (Palm Sunday to Good Friday inclusive) will not be available in the church pews. Enter the narrative
and just let the Word of God speak to you!
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But, before that we will have our last Saturday Evening Mingle and
Sunday Morning Breakfast this weekend, April 13 & 14. Thereafter,
most of us will be in our end-of-academic-year mode; final exams,
graduations, First Communions, college-placement decisions, etc.
And, the kitchen and Community Hall will be closed for kitchen renovations which are due to start immediately after Easter.
The CCE classes came to an end last weekend (April 7) so that we
could use Sunday, April 14’s scheduled CCE time for a teachers’
assessment and planning meeting. Thanks to one and all who strive
to make the faith journey of the next generation something they will
want to continue, deepen and live with greater commitment.
The schedule for the Holy Week ceremonies is
on the calendar across the page. The Holy
Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper is at the
earlier time of 6:00pm to facilitate greater attendance and participation. We found that
over the years, a later hour does not work well
for most; less and less people were coming to
the mass. The people who will have their feet
washed during the Lord’s Supper Mass are the
families and children of the year’s First Communion class. The Good Friday service is always celebrated at 3:00 pm. The only change
to this service here at Saint Catherine’s is that
the veneration of the Cross is left to the end of
the service for whomever would like to partake. We used to do this
during the service itself, but it was impossible to get the congregation to come to venerate the cross in two lines which resulted in a
longer than necessary service.
The Easter Vigil (800 pm) is celebrated only at sunset, beginning with a
small bonfire in the plaza and proceeding into the church with candle light. Since we do not have baptisms at the Easter Vigil, it is shorter
than most - guaranteed! Last year it
was about an hour and forty-five
minutes - I double checked my
notes!

PARISH
CALENDAR

April 14 - 21, 2019
The 11:15 Easter Day Mass was so well attended last year
that there were people standing the whole way down to
the kitchen. So, be warned! The Divisi String Quartet,
which we had at our celebrations last Easter, and for the
past few Christmases, will be at the Easter Masses - the Saturday Easter Vigil at 8:00pm, Easter Sunday morning mass
at 8:30 and 11:15. So, choose wisely and plan carefully
which Easter Masses you intend to celebrate with us.
There will be limited office hours after Easter and there will
be no daily mass. I am escaping across the pond, so
watch the calendar here in the bulletin or online on our
web page. Did you know that you can also opt to have
the bulletin automatically emailed to you and save you a
lot of bother? Just sign up on the parish webpage.

For Full Calendar Visit
stcatherine-houston.org
Palm Sunday
SAT 13

5:00 PM Palm Sunday Vigil Mass
Saturday Mingle 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

SUN 14

8:30 AM Palm Sunday Mass
Sunday Breakfast
CCE Teachers’ Review & Planning
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
11:15 AM Palm Sunday Mass

A very Happy Easter to one and all, and specially to our
visitors and your family members who are home again.
Safe travels - enjoy your families and friends.

MON 15 OFFICE CLOSED

God bless,

TUES 16

12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

WED 17

12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Art & Environment 1:00 PM

Treasures From Our Tradition
Later this week, the Chrism Mass is celebrated in every cathedral in the world in preparation for the Easter Triduum.
Only a bishop can consecrate chrism, pure olive oil infused
with rich fragrance, so this liturgy is a sign of the unity of the
local Church and the bishop’s ministry to all who will be
baptized and confirmed in our parishes in the coming year.
Chrism is also used in the ordination of priests and bishops
and the consecration of new altars. Two other sacramental oils, the unscented olive oil for catechumens and for
the sick, will be blessed in the same liturgy and transported
carefully to every parish by the beginning of the Triduum.
Remember when Noah’s dove returned with the sign of
the world’s rebirth? The dove carried an olive branch, a
pledge that God was breathing the world to life again. Yet
olives require human nurture. Olives are inedible unless
they are cured by human labor. Olive trees grow on sunny
slopes, away from the shade of city walls, so they can only
be properly tended, cured, and laboriously pressed in
peace time. The Chrism Mass with its olive oils expresses
God’s deepest desires for us, and our resolve to place our
lives in service to God’s saving, healing, loving plan.

APRIL CLUB 55+ LUNCHEON
Our April luncheon will be on a different day than usual.
The luncheon will be Tuesday, April 16 at Rudi Lechners
Restaurant, 2503 South Gessner just above Westheimer, on
the northbound side. Time is the usual 1:15 PM. Lechners is
not open on Mondays. They have a very nice German cuisine, so come out and join us.

THURS 18 OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
6:00 PM Holy Thursday Mass
FRI 19

3:00 PM Good Friday Service
OFFICE CLOSED
Holy Land Collection

Easter
SAT 20

Art & Environment 9:00 AM
8:00 PM Easter Vigil Mass

SUN 21

8:30 AM Easter Sunday Mass
11:15 AM Easter Sunday Mass
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