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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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It's high summer now, school is out, the pace of
work slows, and some people drift away. There
are visitors in the churches every summer, and
familiar faces are "among the missing.” Some
find the summer’s call more appealing than the
summons of the church bells. Many, however,
would not dream of missing a Sunday, and so
they make their way to Mass in unfamiliar places,
watching the locals for clues as to when to sit or
stand, where the Communion stations are. In
answering the call, they keep the “sabbatical”
rhythm of the Christian life: every seventh day,
the Body of Christ assembles for worship.

For centuries, there was no obligation to Sunday
Mass in the sense of a written law, but Christians
have always yearned to be together on Sunday.
In the city of Abitina, during a persecution by the
Emperor Diocletian, a group of Christians were
urged to stop worshiping together on Sundays.
They responded, “Then take our lives, for without
the Sunday we cannot live.” By a curious
coincidence, the appointed readings today
center us on thoughts of peace. On our
Independence Day, the experience of worship
situated us in community, and evoked a
commitment from us to be advocates of peace
in all aspects of our society’s life.

Today's readings celebrate God's providence.
No matter how wonderful (or heartbreaking) our
relationships are, God always provides for us. No
one cares for us the way God does.

Isaiah delights us with a deeply intimate image of
God caring for us “as a mother comforts her
child.” The prophet describes us not as the usual
“children of God,” but as “babies.” We should
not resist this image, but rejoice in it. Trusting in
God'’s care, we can all let down our guard and
rest like infants in the lap of our mother.

Saint Paul’s frust in God allows him to be at
peace like this. He boldly declares that no one

PARISH
CALENDAR

For full calendar, visit
stcatherine-houston.org

SAT 6 5:00 PM Sunday Vigil Mass
Mission of Yahweh Food Collection

SUN 7 8:30 AM Sunday Mass

11:15 AM Sunday Mass

Mission of Yahweh Food Collection
MON 8 No Daily Mass

OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

TUES 9 12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

WED 10 12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

THURS 11 12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

FRI 12 12:15 Weekday Mass
OFFICE HOURS: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

SAT 13  5:00 PM Sunday Vigil Mass
St. Vincent De Paul society Black
Bag Annual Collection

SUN 14 8:30 AM Sunday Mass
11:15 AM Sunday Mass
St. Vincent De Paul society Black
Bag Annual Collection

can “make troubles” for him, because
he has given himself completely to
Jesus. And when Jesus sends his
disciples out to preach and heal, he
challenges them not to provide for
themselves, but to let faith be their
guide.
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