
Even prior to the outbreak of COVID-19 , according to the World Health Organization, antibiotic 
resistance is ‘one of the world’s biggest threats to global health, food security and development 
today’. It adds: ‘Dr Paul McDermott, a world-leading microbiologist specialising in waterborne 
pathogens, advises that it is commonly recognised that water outlets such as taps and showers can 
harbour harmful bacteria, and can transmit these to patients’. Consequently, handwash stations and 
showers ‘need to be treated as medical devices, rather than just sanitaryware’. It also reveals that 
‘the latest published NHS figures’ indicate that at least 4 per cent of all hospital patients will 
contract a healthcare-acquired infection, with the current average annual cost per hospital ‘to try 
to control the spread of waterborne pathogens’, over £1.8 m. However, this cost is, it says, 
‘insignificant compared with the cost to the hospital of looking after those who have contracted 
an HAI’. Additionally, while the average NHS inpatient stay length is 2-3 days, this rises to 21 days 
when a patient has contracted an HAI, ‘costing, on average, £38 m, per hospital, per year’. When 
other ‘associated costs’ are factored in, Angel Guard say the average annual HAI-related cost to an 
acute hospital is around £41 m. Against such a backdrop, the video says ‘it is clear why a solution is 
urgently needed’. This need for a solution has never been more relevant than with the outbreak of 
the Coronavirus with the World taking global action to prevent the virus from spreading further.

Angel Guard’s Michael A.I. unit goes “above 
and beyond” in the fight against COVID-19

Angel Guard’s Michael Clinical AI Unit

With the spread of Coronavirus one of the most notable risks is the aforementioned ‘splashing’ from clinical washbasins, which can see 
surfaces up to two metres away contaminated. Equally, placing objects on basins can lead to infection spread via contamination. ‘With 
current waste systems, the bacteria from within the trap can travel upward into the sink, contaminating the surrounding area when the tap 
discharges into the basin, and spreading pathogens through splashing.’ Another potential risk is ‘prohibited’ liquids and solids being poured 
into clinical washbasins; these ‘provide an excellent food source’ for bacteria, while blocked clinical washbasins may result in ‘even greater 
splashing’ of contaminated water across local surfaces.

Now that the Coronavirus has been upgraded to a pandemic with 
the NHS preparing for potentially high numbers of patients requiring 
treatment and the known spread of the virus affected by 
handwashing, the risk of HAIs and the spread of the virus within the 
healthcare environment is going to be of major concern within the 
hospitals.   This will not only have a financial knock on effect within 
the NHS trusts, but could also lead to the infection of 
immunocompromised patients leading to a much higher mortality 
rate. 

“How to prevent spreading Coronavirus and protect yourselves” World Health Organisation

It has never more urgent to ensure that effective hand hygiene and 
monitoring of water quality is followed and executed without 
compromise and with both Angel Guard Units are highly affordable 
with low monthly payments which include the installation, 
monitoring and maintenance of the units . With a finance package 
available through our partners Snowbird Finance, there are no 
payments for the first six months and immediate risk reduction 
and protection for your healthcare and public facility .

Angel Guard Units 
are available on low 
monthly payments 

with the first 6 
months free! 

Subject to status



The display on the unit can be programmed to give public 
health notices whilst not in use.

Our units can be used in healthcare, 
hospitality, public areas including 

airports and schools


