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	   The	  beginning	  of	  the	  twentieth	  century	  was	  a	  time	  of	  considerable	  change	  in	  

American	  society.	  Nowhere	  was	  the	  change	  more	  evident	  than	  in	  response	  to	  the	  

educational	  needs	  of	  African	  Americans.1	  	  Influential	  arguments	  about	  the	  purpose	  and	  

structure	  of	  Black	  education	  were	  articulated	  by	  Booker	  T.	  Washington	  and	  W.	  E.	  B.	  Du	  Bois	  

in	  a	  1901	  collection	  of	  essays	  entitled	  The	  Negro	  Problem.2	  Washington’s	  industrial	  training	  

model,	  oriented	  to	  the	  practical	  education	  of	  southern	  Blacks,	  clashed	  with	  Du	  Bois’	  

“talented	  tenth”	  idea−that	  the	  “best	  and	  most	  capable	  of	  [African	  American]	  youth	  must	  be	  

Founded	  in	  1926	  in	  rural	  South	  Carolina	  and	  officially	  closed	  in	  1954,	  
Rosenwald	  Hope	  School	  reopened	  in	  August	  2009	  as	  the	  Hope	  School	  
Community	  Center.	  Through	  an	  historical	  perspective	  on	  the	  birth	  and	  rebirth	  
of	  the	  Rosenwald	  Hope	  School,	  the	  reader	  gains	  insight	  into	  the	  political	  and	  
ideological	  contexts	  regarding	  the	  struggle	  to	  improve	  African	  American	  
education	  during	  the	  early	  twentieth	  century.	  Though	  the	  Hope	  School’s	  initial	  
operation	  spanned	  only	  a	  twenty-‐eight-‐year	  period,	  the	  school	  and	  its	  story	  
speak	  to	  the	  heritage	  of	  African	  American	  education	  in	  South	  Carolina,	  the	  
broader	  national	  debates	  surrounding	  African	  American	  education,	  and	  the	  
legacy	  of	  community	  perseverance	  fostered	  by	  the	  Rosenwald	  schools.	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   −Eds.	  
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schooled	  in	  the	  colleges	  and	  universities	  of	  the	  land”	  in	  order	  to	  promote	  the	  race	  

educationally	  and	  economically.3	  The	  differences	  between	  Washington	  and	  Du	  Bois	  were	  

both	  philosophical	  and	  practical,	  influencing	  generations	  of	  African	  Americans	  and	  the	  

thinking	  of	  generations	  of	  students	  of	  the	  Black	  educational	  experience.4	  

	   Beginning	  in	  the	  late	  nineteenth	  century	  and	  continuing	  well	  into	  the	  twentieth,	  

there	  was	  a	  convergence	  of	  efforts	  by	  philanthropists,	  typically	  Northern	  capitalists,	  to	  

provide	  opportunities	  for	  newly	  freed	  Blacks	  of	  the	  southern	  states	  who	  were	  still	  suffering	  

from	  the	  long-‐standing	  effects	  of	  slavery.	  While	  these	  efforts	  differed,	  many	  centered	  on	  

developing	  a	  practical	  education	  for	  African	  Americans	  in	  an	  attempt	  to	  raise	  their	  

economic	  standing.	  One	  such	  effort	  was	  the	  establishment	  of	  the	  Hope	  School,	  a	  country	  

school	  for	  African	  American	  children	  in	  Pomaria,	  South	  Carolina.	  	  This	  school	  was	  an	  

expression	  of	  the	  vision	  of	  Booker	  T.	  Washington	  and	  the	  philanthropy	  of	  retailer	  Julius	  

Rosenwald.	  	  

	   This	  study	  examines	  the	  development	  and	  operation	  of	  the	  Hope	  School.	  Funded	  in	  

part	  by	  the	  Julius	  Rosenwald	  Building	  Fund	  (hereafter	  the	  Rosenwald	  Fund)	  in	  1925,	  the	  

school	  was	  the	  principal	  elementary	  school	  for	  African	  Americans	  in	  a	  section	  of	  rural	  

Newberry	  County	  from	  1926	  until	  its	  closing	  in	  1954.	  The	  following	  analysis	  of	  Hope	  

School’s	  place	  in	  South	  Carolina	  history	  and	  the	  influence	  of	  politics	  on	  African	  American	  

education	  in	  the	  early	  twentieth	  century	  draw	  upon	  official	  documents,	  incomplete	  official	  

documents,	  limited	  first-‐hand	  narratives,	  secondary	  accounts,	  and	  informal	  histories	  

recorded	  by	  various	  individuals.	  

	  

Washington	  and	  Rosenwald	  

	   While	  Du	  Bois’	  “talented	  tenth”	  concept	  held	  intriguing	  and	  far-‐reaching	  possibilities	  

for	  supporters	  of	  the	  liberal	  education	  of	  African	  Americans,	  it	  was	  Washington’s	  ideas	  that	  

brought	  northern	  philanthropists	  and	  others	  to	  support	  industrial	  education	  as	  the	  best	  

vehicle	  of	  improving	  the	  lot	  of	  southern	  Blacks.	  James	  A.	  Anderson’s	  analysis	  of	  this	  

philanthropy	  proposes	  that	  these	  efforts	  were	  designed	  to	  contribute	  to	  economic	  

efficiency	  and	  stability	  as	  well	  as	  the	  contentment	  of	  Black	  labor	  in	  the	  post-‐war	  South.5	  	  

Among	  supporters	  were	  wealthy	  capitalists	  such	  as	  Andrew	  Carnegie,	  George	  Eastman,	  
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John	  D.	  Rockefeller,	  and	  Julius	  Rosenwald.	  Five	  U.S.	  Presidents−Ulysses	  S.	  Grant,	  Rutherford	  

B.	  Hayes,	  James	  A.	  Garfield,	  Theodore	  Roosevelt,	  and	  Woodrow	  Wilson−endorsed	  

Washington’s	  plan,	  	  as	  did	  preeminent	  educators	  Charles	  W.	  Elliot	  and	  Jabez	  L.	  M.	  Curry,	  

along	  with	  influential	  southerners	  such	  as	  newspaper	  editor	  Clark	  Howell.6	  	  

	   	   Washington’s	  vision	  was	  based	  in	  part	  on	  his	  pragmatism	  and	  acute	  awareness	  of	  

the	  restrictions	  placed	  on	  southern	  Blacks	  in	  a	  Jim	  Crow	  society.	  Further	  influenced	  by	  the	  

de	  jure	  segregation	  fiat	  of	  Plessy	  v.	  Fergusson	  (1896)	  and	  its	  “separate	  but	  equal”	  doctrine,	  

he	  was	  motivated	  to	  take	  action	  to	  see	  that	  Blacks	  had	  opportunities	  to	  improve	  their	  lot	  in	  

American	  society.	  That	  motivation	  took	  the	  form	  of	  the	  Tuskegee	  Institute	  (founded	  in	  

1881),	  where	  African	  Americans	  could	  receive	  a	  basic,	  practical	  education.	  Washington’s	  

goal	  for	  his	  school	  was	  to	  teach	  “those	  industries	  that	  are	  of	  the	  South,	  the	  occupations	  on	  

which	  our	  men	  and	  women	  find	  most	  readily	  employment	  .	  .	  .	  to	  put	  into	  practice	  the	  

lessons	  taught	  on	  every	  side	  that	  make	  for	  practical,	  helpful	  every-‐day	  living.”7	  

	   Thirty	  years	  after	  he	  had	  established	  Tuskegee,	  Washington	  found	  a	  backer	  who	  

would	  help	  extend	  his	  ideas.	  Julius	  Rosenwald	  was	  born	  the	  third	  of	  six	  children	  of	  German-‐

Jewish	  immigrants.8	  Growing	  up	  in	  a	  middle-‐class	  merchant’s	  family,	  he	  worked	  in	  a	  

succession	  of	  family-‐owned	  retail	  stores	  until	  meeting	  Richard	  Sears	  of	  the	  struggling	  mail	  

order	  catalog	  company,	  Sears,	  Roebuck,	  and	  Company.	  With	  an	  initial	  investment	  of	  

$37,500,	  Rosenwald	  expanded	  the	  company,9	  its	  assets	  increasing	  to	  $48.6	  million	  by	  the	  

time	  of	  his	  death	  in	  1932.10	  

	   Rosenwald’s	  life-‐long	  interest	  in	  philanthropy	  began	  early	  in	  his	  career	  as	  reflected	  

in	  this	  declaration	  to	  a	  business	  partner,	  “The	  aim	  of	  my	  life	  is	  to	  have	  an	  income	  of	  $15,000	  

a	  year;	  $5,000	  to	  be	  used	  for	  my	  personal	  expenses,	  $5,000	  to	  be	  laid	  aside,	  and	  $5,000	  to	  

go	  to	  charity.”11	  	  Rosenwald’s	  holdings	  far	  surpassed	  these	  numbers.	  As	  his	  fortune	  

increased,	  Rosenwald’s	  giving	  expanded	  to	  include	  the	  preservation	  of	  his	  Jewish	  heritage	  

and	  the	  growth	  of	  the	  Young	  Men’s	  Christian	  Association	  	  (YMCA)	  in	  Chicago.12	  

	   During	  the	  summer	  of	  1910,	  Paul	  J.	  Sachs,	  Rosenwald’s	  friend	  and	  junior	  partner	  of	  

the	  Wall	  Street	  financial	  concern,	  Goldman	  Sachs,	  gave	  Rosenwald	  a	  copy	  of	  Washington’s	  

autobiography,	  Up	  from	  Slavery.	  Peter	  Max	  Ascoli,	  Rosenwald’s	  grandson	  and	  biographer,	  

claims	  this	  book	  helped	  to	  shape	  Rosenwald’s	  desire	  to	  further	  the	  advancement	  of	  African	  

Americans.13	  On	  May	  18,	  1911,	  Washington	  and	  Rosenwald	  met	  at	  a	  banquet	  celebrating	  
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the	  fifty-‐third	  anniversary	  of	  the	  Chicago	  YMCA.14	  The	  two	  men	  began	  a	  series	  of	  

correspondence	  on	  their	  common	  interests;	  and	  Rosenwald,	  along	  with	  his	  personal	  and	  

business	  associates,	  visited	  Tuskegee	  that	  fall.15	  	  In	  1912,	  Rosenwald	  joined	  Tuskegee’s	  

Board	  of	  Trustees,	  beginning	  a	  close	  relationship	  with	  Washington	  lasting	  until	  

Washington’s	  death	  in	  1915.16	  	  

	   Washington’s	  vision	  extended	  beyond	  the	  Tuskegee	  campus.	  His	  vision	  of	  expanding	  

primary	  and	  secondary	  public	  education	  for	  southern	  Blacks	  began	  with	  a	  school	  project	  in	  

Macon	  County,	  Alabama,	  home	  of	  the	  Tuskegee	  Institute.	  Other	  projects	  (sometimes	  called	  

Tuskegee	  branch	  schools)	  soon	  spread	  to	  other	  sites	  in	  Alabama	  and	  Tennessee,	  often	  with	  

support	  from	  Rogers	  and	  Jeanes’	  funds,	  17	  	  along	  with	  local	  contributions.	  Washington’s	  

work	  in	  rural	  African	  American	  schools	  and	  his	  ongoing	  discussions	  with	  Rosenwald	  

eventually	  led	  to	  a	  gift	  from	  the	  philanthropist	  for	  additional	  rural	  school	  projects	  in	  

celebration	  of	  Rosenwald’s	  fiftieth	  birthday.	  The	  contribution	  was	  announced	  in	  

Rosenwald’s	  letter	  to	  Washington	  of	  August	  5,	  1912,	  “$25,000	  for	  the	  colored	  schools	  that	  

have	  grown	  out	  of	  Tuskegee	  Institute,	  or	  are	  doing	  the	  same	  kind	  of	  work	  as	  Tuskegee	  

branch	  schools,	  the	  funds	  to	  be	  distributed	  by	  Dr.	  Booker	  T.	  Washington,	  or	  Tuskegee	  

Institute,	  under	  certain	  conditions	  and	  for	  certain	  purposes.”18	  	  

	   With	  that	  first	  pledge,	  a	  twenty	  four-‐year	  program	  of	  constructing	  community	  based	  

African	  American	  schools	  began.	  Rosenwald	  followed	  a	  practice	  he	  had	  used	  with	  other	  

projects:	  he	  required	  local	  communities	  to	  raise	  financial	  support	  for	  each	  school.19	  

Rosenwald’s	  resources	  were	  seed	  money.	  From	  1912	  to	  the	  conclusion	  of	  the	  Rosenwald	  

Building	  Fund	  in	  1936,	  $28,408,202	  (approximately	  $377,030,232	  in	  2013	  dollars)	  was	  

spent	  on	  4,977	  Rosenwald	  school	  building	  projects.	  Of	  that	  amount,	  the	  Rosenwald	  Fund	  

donated	  $4,364,869	  (valued	  at	  $57,929,380	  in	  2013)	  while	  the	  remainder	  consisted	  of	  

contributions	  from	  Black	  ($4,725,891/	  $62,720,768	  in	  2013)	  and	  White	  

($1,211,975/$16,085,009	  in	  2013)	  citizens.	  Local	  tax	  money	  funded	  the	  remaining	  costs	  

($18,105,805/	  $240,295,429	  in	  2013).20	  Most	  of	  these	  schools	  were	  in	  the	  heart	  of	  the	  

former	  Confederacy.	  Of	  the	  states	  receiving	  Rosenwald	  funding,	  South	  Carolina	  ranked	  

third	  for	  monies	  received	  and	  fourth	  in	  the	  number	  of	  schools	  built.21	  
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Black	  Education	  and	  White	  Politics	  	  

	   Rosenwald’s	  resources	  were	  desperately	  needed	  in	  South	  Carolina.	  The	  condition	  of	  

state-‐supported	  education	  for	  African	  Americans	  was	  dismal.	  Not	  only	  was	  racial	  

segregation	  de	  facto,	  but	  the	  South	  Carolina	  Constitution	  of	  1895	  mandated	  a	  racially	  

separate	  school	  system.22	  More	  so,	  the	  Constitution	  permitted	  each	  local	  school	  district	  to	  

allocate	  its	  funds	  as	  the	  local	  board	  of	  education	  saw	  fit,	  	  creating	  a	  situation	  rife	  with	  

financial	  disparity	  for	  African	  American	  schools.23	  For	  example,	  in	  the	  period	  from	  1903	  to	  

1915,	  state	  funding	  for	  Black	  schools	  dropped	  from	  21	  to	  11	  percent.24	  

	   A	  majority	  of	  the	  White	  citizenry	  of	  South	  Carolina	  exerted	  no	  pressure	  to	  change	  

this	  imbalance.	  In	  fact,	  based	  on	  the	  views	  of	  elected	  representatives	  of	  the	  period,	  the	  

inequity	  suited	  the	  general	  feelings	  of	  the	  White	  populace.	  Governor	  Benjamin	  Ryan	  

Tillman	  (1890−1894),	  later	  U.	  S.	  	  Senator	  (1895−1918),	  spoke	  for	  many	  White	  southerners	  

of	  his	  time	  when	  he	  stated	  he	  saw	  “.	  .	  .	  no	  good	  in	  the	  education	  of	  black	  children.	  When	  you	  

educate	  a	  Negro,	  you	  educate	  a	  candidate	  for	  the	  penitentiary	  or	  spoil	  a	  good	  field	  hand.”25	  

Tillman	  was	  a	  principal	  architect	  of	  the	  South	  Carolina	  Constitution	  of	  1895.	  

	   Tillman’s	  protégé,	  Coleman	  Livingston	  Blease,	  governor	  from	  1911	  to	  1915,	  was	  as	  

adamant	  as	  his	  mentor	  was	  in	  opposing	  equal	  educational	  opportunities	  for	  African	  

American	  children.26	  In	  his	  1912	  annual	  message	  to	  the	  South	  Carolina	  legislature,	  Blease	  

encouraged	  the	  status	  quo	  of	  racial	  separation,	  recommending	  to	  that	  body	  

	  	  

.	  .	  .	  that	  you	  pass	  an	  Act	  prohibiting	  any	  White	  person	  from	  teaching	  in	  Negro	  
schools	  or	  teaching	  Negro	  children.	  We	  boast	  of	  the	  fact	  that	  we	  have	  no	  social	  
equality	  in	  South	  Carolina,	  yet	  White	  people	  are	  teaching	  in	  Negro	  schools,	  who	  are	  
associating	  with	  pupils	  and	  teaching	  them	  that	  they	  are	  as	  good	  as	  White	  people	  and	  
are	  instilling	  in	  their	  heads	  ideas	  of	  social	  equality.27	  

	  	  

	   Booker	  T.	  Washington	  knew	  first-‐hand	  the	  violent	  nature	  of	  the	  racism	  inspired	  by	  

men	  like	  Tillman	  and	  Blease.	  His	  invitation	  from	  Theodore	  Roosevelt	  to	  dine	  at	  the	  White	  

House,	  the	  first	  given	  to	  an	  African	  American,	  sparked	  a	  call	  for	  mass	  lynching	  from	  Senator	  

Tillman.28	  During	  a	  July	  1914	  visit	  to	  Iva,	  South	  Carolina,	  Richard	  Carroll,	  a	  Black	  associate	  

of	  Washington	  and	  a	  South	  Carolina	  native,	  survived	  a	  near	  lynching	  by	  Blease	  supporters	  

at	  a	  meeting	  of	  the	  Saluda	  Baptist	  Association	  as	  he	  attempted	  to	  give	  a	  speech	  describing	  
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Tuskegee’s	  education	  efforts.	  Only	  the	  quick	  action	  of	  association	  members	  prevented	  

Carroll’s	  murder.29	  Such	  was	  the	  racially	  poisoned	  atmosphere	  facing	  efforts	  to	  educate	  

African	  Americans	  in	  South	  Carolina	  in	  the	  first	  decades	  of	  the	  twentieth	  century.	  	  

	  

Funding	  for	  Black	  Education	  in	  South	  Carolina	  

	   In	  those	  laudable	  actions	  of	  the	  Saluda	  Baptist	  Association	  lay	  a	  glimmer	  of	  hope	  for	  

any	  helpful	  response	  to	  the	  educational	  needs	  of	  African	  American	  children.	  Blease’s	  

successor	  as	  governor,	  Richard	  Irvine	  Manning	  (1915−1919),	  elected	  to	  office	  without	  

opposition	  on	  a	  Progressive	  platform,	  could	  count	  six	  former	  governors	  of	  the	  state	  among	  

his	  ancestors.30	  Manning	  was	  an	  effective	  voice	  supporting	  a	  reduction	  in	  child	  labor	  

rampant	  in	  South	  Carolina	  textile	  mills,	  calling	  for	  increased	  educational	  requirements	  for	  

those	  attending	  public	  schools,	  urging	  a	  more	  liberalized	  funding	  mechanism	  for	  public	  

education,	  and	  insisting	  on	  the	  eradication	  of	  lynching.31	  	  	  

	   Elected	  as	  part	  of	  this	  change	  was	  John	  E.	  Swearingen,	  superintendent	  of	  education	  

(1908−1922).	  Swearingen	  was	  equally	  concerned	  about	  upgrading	  the	  state’s	  public	  

educational	  facilities.	  The	  son	  of	  a	  Confederate	  officer,	  Swearingen	  had	  been	  blind	  since	  his	  

early	  teens	  as	  the	  result	  of	  a	  hunting	  accident.	  Despite	  the	  disability,	  he	  attended	  the	  South	  

Carolina	  School	  for	  the	  Deaf	  and	  Blind	  and	  the	  South	  Carolina	  College	  (now	  the	  University	  

of	  South	  Carolina),	  where	  he	  graduated	  with	  highest	  honors.	  After	  that,	  Swearingen	  

returned	  to	  the	  South	  Carolina	  School	  for	  the	  Deaf	  and	  Blind	  where	  he	  served	  until	  his	  

election	  as	  superintendent	  of	  education	  in	  1908.32	  

	   Swearingen	  had	  no	  easy	  task.	  33	  State	  funding	  of	  education	  was	  appalling,	  and	  

support	  for	  Black	  education	  even	  more	  abysmal.	  As	  superintendent	  of	  education,	  he	  asked	  

rather	  pleadingly,	  “Is	  it	  too	  much	  to	  hope	  for	  a	  minimum	  of	  $25	  per	  White	  child	  and	  $5	  per	  

Negro?”	  Clearly,	  he	  needed	  funding	  from	  private	  sources.	  34	  His	  office	  actively	  pursued	  

monies	  from	  the	  Jeanes	  Fund	  and	  the	  General	  Education	  Board.35	  In	  1917,	  he	  appointed	  J.	  

Herbert	  Brannon	  to	  serve	  as	  the	  first	  Negro	  agent	  for	  South	  Carolina,	  36	  an	  action	  designed	  

to	  draw	  funding	  for	  Black	  schools	  from	  northern	  philanthropies,	  especially	  the	  Rosenwald	  

Fund.	  In	  his	  superintendent’s	  report	  of	  1918,	  Swearingen	  and	  Brannon	  indicated	  progress	  
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toward	  this	  goal,	  reporting	  that	  plans	  for	  some	  five	  hundred	  schools,	  funded	  in	  part	  by	  the	  

Rosenwald	  Building	  Fund,	  had	  begun.37	  	  

	   Regardless	  of	  these	  efforts,	  conditions	  of	  African	  American	  schools	  remained	  

shameful.	  In	  the	  1919	  report,	  Brannon	  stated,	  “.	  .	  .	  practically	  every	  Negro	  school	  is	  

overcrowded—a	  great	  many	  dreadfully	  so.	  They	  are	  generally	  in	  a	  very	  dilapidated	  

condition.	  They	  were	  built	  with	  no	  attention	  to	  proper	  lighting	  conditions	  .	  .	  .	  often	  the	  

number	  of	  seats	  are	  entirely	  inadequate.	  .	  .	  .	  A	  great	  many	  classrooms	  have	  no	  blackboard.	  .	  

.	  .”	  38	  Brannon	  asked	  for	  the	  replacement	  of	  these	  old	  buildings.39	  That	  year,	  the	  legislature	  

set	  aside	  $10,000	  for	  the	  improvement	  of	  African	  American	  schools,	  increasing	  the	  amount	  

to	  $15,000	  for	  1920	  and	  1921.	  These	  funds,	  matched	  with	  private	  monies,	  were	  used	  to	  

improve	  both	  the	  buildings	  and	  operations	  of	  the	  schools.40	  

	   Swearingen’s	  defeat	  in	  a	  1922	  reelection	  bid	  led	  to	  new	  leadership	  in	  the	  

superintendent’s	  office.	  James	  Haskell	  Hope,	  the	  new	  superintendent,	  was	  a	  descendent	  of	  

Hessian	  mercenaries	  in	  the	  American	  Revolution.	  Hope	  was	  an	  1896	  graduate	  of	  Clemson	  

College	  (now	  Clemson	  University)	  and	  later	  received	  a	  Master	  of	  Arts	  from	  Newberry	  

College.	  He	  was	  a	  teacher	  and	  a	  school	  administrator	  in	  Union	  County,	  South	  Carolina,	  prior	  

to	  his	  election	  as	  superintendent.	  41	  According	  to	  his	  official	  biography,	  he	  was	  the	  longest	  

serving	  superintendent	  of	  education	  in	  South	  Carolina	  history.42	  He	  received	  credit	  for	  an	  

attempt	  to	  equalize	  funding	  between	  poorer	  and	  richer	  counties.	  Under	  his	  long	  

superintendence,	  “a	  mandatory	  attendance	  law	  was	  introduced,	  a	  teacher	  retirement	  

system	  was	  created,	  and	  the	  twelfth	  grade	  was	  initiated.”43	  

	   Hope	  took	  considerable	  pride	  in	  the	  Rosenwald	  Fund	  projects	  in	  his	  state.	  Over	  the	  

lifespan	  of	  these	  projects,	  he	  spoke	  at	  length	  in	  support	  of	  the	  schools.	  For	  example,	  he	  told	  

a	  meeting	  of	  Negro	  preachers	  of	  his	  belief	  that	  “	  .	  .	  .	  we	  confidentially	  expect	  that	  we	  shall	  

erect	  more	  than	  52	  buildings	  for	  colored	  children	  this	  year”	  and	  expressed	  his	  appreciation	  

“.	  .	  .	  that	  you	  accepted	  the	  challenge	  at	  the	  state	  teachers’	  meeting	  this	  year	  .	  .	  .	  of	  erecting	  

each	  week	  one	  new	  school	  for	  colored	  children.”44	  	  Five	  hundred	  Rosenwald	  schools	  were	  

built	  during	  Hope’s	  tenure,45	  prompting	  him	  to	  write	  Rosenwald	  to	  express	  his	  “deep	  and	  

sincere	  appreciation,”	  calling	  Rosenwald	  “.	  .	  .	  the	  man	  whose	  name	  is	  a	  household	  word	  in	  

this	  state.”46	  
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The	  Birth	  of	  a	  Community	  School	  

	   Beyond	  Hope’s	  concern	  for	  the	  education	  of	  all	  South	  Carolina’s	  children,	  his	  

interest	  in	  the	  rural	  Pomaria	  community	  and	  the	  education	  of	  its	  Black	  children	  was	  

personal.	  His	  family’s	  service	  to	  the	  area	  had	  begun	  in	  the	  eighteenth	  century.	  Located	  near	  

the	  main	  road	  from	  Pennsylvania	  to	  Georgia	  in	  the	  1700s,	  German	  Americans	  established	  

the	  area	  northwest	  of	  Columbia,	  South	  Carolina,	  generally	  known	  as	  Dutch	  Fork.	  John	  

Christian	  Haupt	  was	  a	  settler	  who	  had	  traveled	  from	  Philadelphia	  to	  the	  Pomaria	  area,	  

served	  in	  the	  Dutch	  Fork	  Militia	  during	  the	  time	  of	  the	  American	  Revolution,	  and	  stayed	  in	  

the	  area	  after	  the	  war.	  47	  	  

	   His	  son,	  Johann	  Christian	  Haupt,	  remained	  in	  the	  area	  as	  a	  farmer	  and	  merchant.	  

Johann’s	  son,	  John	  Christian	  Hope	  (the	  Anglicized	  family	  name),	  developed	  the	  area	  known	  

as	  Hope	  Station	  near	  what	  is	  now	  the	  town	  of	  Pomaria.	  Trained	  as	  a	  Lutheran	  minister,	  he	  

later	  served	  as	  a	  South	  Carolina	  legislator	  for	  the	  area	  in	  the	  mid-‐nineteenth	  century.	  John’s	  

son,	  James	  Cornelius	  Hope,	  fought	  for	  the	  Confederacy	  during	  the	  American	  Civil	  War.	  Upon	  

his	  return	  from	  the	  war,	  he	  married	  Martha	  Frederica	  Miller	  and	  together	  they	  had	  five	  

children,	  one	  of	  whom	  was	  James	  Haskell	  Hope.	  

	   It	  was	  on	  the	  property	  of	  this	  family	  that	  Pomaria’s	  Rosenwald	  school,	  later	  known	  

as	  the	  Hope	  School	  (named	  after	  the	  Hope	  family),	  was	  established.	  On	  March	  11,	  1925,	  

James	  Haskell	  Hope,	  along	  with	  his	  brother,	  John	  Julius	  Hope,	  and	  their	  sister,	  Mary	  Hope	  

Hipp,	  sold	  approximately	  two	  acres	  of	  land	  from	  the	  family	  estate	  in	  Hope	  Station	  to	  the	  

Trustees	  of	  School	  District	  No.	  60	  for	  Newberry	  County,	  South	  Carolina,	  for	  five	  dollars.48	  	  

	   As	  previously	  stated,	  one	  of	  the	  Rosenwald	  Fund’s	  requirements	  was	  the	  use	  of	  

community	  resources	  and	  monies	  contributed	  by	  the	  fund.	  These	  assets	  came	  from	  many	  

sources.	  In	  South	  Carolina,	  African	  Americans	  typically	  gave	  their	  contributions	  to	  the	  

county	  treasurer,	  who	  documented	  the	  contributions	  and	  passed	  them	  on	  to	  the	  

appropriate	  school	  districts.49	  Often,	  these	  contributions	  were	  in-‐kind	  donations	  of	  labor	  or	  

materials.	  Additionally,	  community	  rallies	  of	  African	  Americans	  challenged	  the	  Black	  

community	  and	  their	  White	  supporters	  to	  raise	  money.50	  	  The	  Hope	  School	  supporters	  

followed	  this	  model.	  The	  South	  Carolina	  Rosenwald	  School	  database	  indicates	  that,	  of	  the	  
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$2,900	  required	  to	  construct	  the	  Hope	  School,	  the	  Rosenwald	  Fund	  contributed	  $700;	  

White	  donations	  amounted	  to	  $400;	  Negro,	  $600;	  and	  tax-‐funded	  contributions,	  $1,200.51	  

The	  Hope	  School	  structure	  followed	  plans	  drawn	  by	  Rosenwald	  Fund	  director	  

Samuel	  Leonard	  Smith.	  Rosenwald	  employed	  Smith	  to	  refine	  the	  original	  Tuskegee-‐drawn	  

plans	  for	  African	  American	  rural	  schools	  and	  to	  administer	  the	  school	  building	  projects.52	  

Smith	  had	  trained	  with	  architect	  Fletcher	  Dressler	  in	  rural	  school	  design.	  They	  shared	  a	  

concern	  that	  lighting,	  ventilation,	  general	  hygiene,	  and	  sanitary	  conditions	  be	  appropriate	  

for	  the	  safe	  use	  by	  schoolchildren.53	  In	  fall	  of	  1921,	  the	  Rosenwald	  Fund,	  under	  Smith’s	  

direction,	  published	  Community	  School	  Plans.54	  In	  his	  designs,	  Smith	  took	  into	  account	  the	  

limitations	  of	  building	  schools	  for	  poor	  African	  Americans,	  often	  in	  rural	  and	  unelectrified	  

settings	  without	  modern	  plumbing.	  His	  plans	  reflected	  contemporary	  state-‐of-‐the-‐art	  

school	  designs	  with	  an	  awareness	  of	  the	  school’s	  purpose	  and	  setting.	  	  

	   The	  Hope	  School	  was	  a	  two-‐classroom	  building	  constructed	  using	  Smith’s	  

“Community	  School	  Plan	  Number	  20:	  Two-‐Teacher	  Plan	  to	  face	  East	  or	  West”	  (Figure	  1).55	  

Like	  all	  community	  school	  plans	  (also	  called	  “Nashville	  Plans”	  to	  differentiate	  them	  from	  

the	  previously	  used	  and	  discarded	  “Tuskegee	  Plans”),	  the	  building	  was	  planned	  so	  that	  its	  

windows	  faced	  the	  sunlight	  in	  order	  to	  make	  the	  most	  of	  natural	  lighting.	  A	  center	  partition	  

similar	  to	  a	  modern	  garage	  door	  divided	  the	  building	  into	  two	  classrooms	  for	  instructional	  

purposes	  while	  allowing	  for	  its	  removal	  for	  larger	  spaces	  as	  needed.	  Air	  circulation	  was	  

enhanced	  by	  the	  cross-‐ventilation	  provided	  by	  large	  windows,	  and	  a	  raised	  foundation	  

helped	  prevent	  problems	  with	  moisture	  and	  vermin.56	  

	  	  

Figure	  1:	  Community	  School	  Plan	  #20:	  Two	  Teacher	  
Plan	  to	  Face	  East	  or	  West.	  Reproduced	  in	  
Community	  School	  Plans,	  	  
http://	  historysouth.org/_ischools/twoteachew.	  
html/. 
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As	  was	  typical	  of	  Community	  School	  Plan	  campuses,	  the	  Hope	  School	  had	  two	  

outdoor	  privies,	  one	  each	  for	  boys	  and	  girls.57	  Although	  these	  privies,	  no	  longer	  standing,	  

were	  of	  unknown	  design,	  the	  Nashville	  Plan	  privies	  were	  common	  pit/trench	  outhouses.58	  

Other	  parts	  of	  the	  campus	  were	  constructed	  according	  to	  specifications	  in	  the	  Community	  

School	  Plans.	  For	  example,	  the	  design	  discouraged	  the	  use	  of	  trees	  that	  could	  block	  light	  or	  

ventilation	  from	  reaching	  the	  school	  building,	  and	  the	  grounds	  were	  graded	  to	  allow	  for	  

proper	  storm	  water	  and	  sanitary	  drainage	  away	  from	  the	  school.59	  A	  view	  of	  the	  surviving	  

campus	  of	  the	  Hope	  School	  shows	  the	  significant	  remnants	  of	  these	  Community	  School	  site	  

plan	  specifications,	  even	  more	  than	  eighty	  years	  after	  its	  construction	  (Figure	  2).	  

	  
Figure	  2:	  The	  Hope	  School,	  April	  2008.	  Photo	  taken	  by	  Ron	  Knorr.	  

	  

Memories	  of	  the	  Hope	  School	  

	   In	  1926,	  Pomaria	  was	  (and	  remains	  today)	  a	  largely	  rural	  area.	  The	  historical	  

documentation	  for	  institutions	  in	  such	  areas	  is	  often	  scant.	  This	  situation	  is	  more	  the	  case	  

when	  dealing	  with	  the	  history	  of	  a	  rural	  African	  American	  educational	  institution	  in	  the	  

South.	  The	  evidence	  that	  remains	  is	  often	  sketchy,	  and	  frequently	  the	  researcher	  relies	  on	  

oral	  history,	  second-‐hand	  sources,	  and	  individuals	  whose	  memories	  are	  fading.	  For	  

example,	  documentation	  appears	  lost	  on	  how	  Black	  supporters	  of	  the	  Hope	  School	  raised	  

donations	  for	  their	  building	  fund.60	  	  These	  limiting	  factors	  are	  somewhat	  mitigated	  by	  the	  

fact	  that	  there	  exists	  a	  close-‐knit	  community	  in	  Pomaria	  of	  both	  Black	  and	  White	  residents	  

with	  ties	  to	  the	  school.	  The	  school	  building	  also	  exists	  much	  as	  it	  did	  at	  its	  opening.	  	  
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	   The	  Hope	  School	  served	  as	  an	  elementary	  school	  giving	  instruction	  in	  grades	  1	  to	  7	  

from	  1926	  to	  1954.	  Documentation	  of	  the	  school’s	  daily	  operations	  is	  scant.61	  	  The	  Hope	  

Community	  Center,	  Inc.,	  the	  current	  owner	  of	  the	  campus,	  has	  a	  list	  of	  living	  alumni	  and	  

teachers	  of	  the	  school,	  but	  these	  individuals	  are	  scattered	  across	  South	  Carolina	  and	  the	  

United	  States.	  Most	  did	  not	  retain	  artifacts	  of	  the	  school.	  	  

As	  was	  previously	  stated,	  a	  history	  of	  the	  Hope	  School	  must	  be	  constructed	  from	  

incomplete	  official	  records,	  limited	  first-‐hand	  narratives,	  and	  secondary	  accounts.	  For	  this	  

narrative,	  interviews	  were	  conducted	  with	  a	  number	  of	  people	  connected	  with	  the	  school,	  

including	  alumni,	  families	  of	  alumni,	  and	  descendants	  of	  James	  Haskell	  Hope.62	  Documents	  

from	  the	  South	  Carolina	  State	  Archives,	  official	  reports,	  and	  other	  written	  accounts	  of	  the	  

time	  were	  used	  to	  reconstruct	  a	  broader	  view	  of	  the	  history	  of	  the	  school.	  

	   The	  Hope	  School	  was	  a	  centerpiece	  of	  life	  for	  the	  African	  American	  citizens	  of	  rural	  

Hope	  Station.	  Pride	  in	  the	  school	  is	  obvious	  from	  the	  interviews	  done	  for	  this	  study	  and	  

others	  previously	  recorded.	  Memories	  of	  the	  school,	  its	  building,	  and	  the	  lives	  touched	  by	  

its	  operation	  remain	  with	  those	  influenced	  by	  their	  experiences	  there.	  The	  building	  was	  

considered	  remarkable.	  Alberta	  Reeder,	  a	  long-‐time	  teacher,	  said	  the	  Hope	  School	  was	  “the	  

most	  beautiful	  school	  in	  the	  county	  at	  that	  time.”	  Although	  considered	  a	  vast	  improvement	  

over	  most	  Black	  schools	  in	  South	  Carolina,	  the	  building	  was	  still	  primitive.	  Two	  potbelly	  

stoves,	  one	  in	  each	  classroom,	  were	  used	  to	  keep	  students	  and	  teachers	  warm	  in	  the	  

winter.	  Both	  of	  the	  original	  stoves	  remain	  in	  the	  building,	  but	  the	  stands	  on	  which	  they	  

once	  stood	  are	  gone.	  The	  original	  blackboards	  and	  many	  school	  desks	  also	  remain.	  

	   The	  boys	  brought	  water	  and	  firewood	  to	  school	  each	  day.	  The	  students	  would	  have	  

to	  walk	  to	  the	  “summer	  store”	  on	  Peak	  Road	  (about	  a	  quarter-‐mile	  from	  the	  school)	  to	  fetch	  

buckets	  of	  water.	  In	  1953,	  one	  year	  before	  its	  closing,	  the	  building	  was	  finally	  electrified.	  

Sanitary	  facilities	  were	  also	  primitive.	  Louis	  Flemon	  recalled	  the	  two	  primitive	  outhouses	  

that	  served	  as	  toilets	  for	  both	  the	  students	  and	  faculty.	  Only	  recently,	  in	  2009,	  was	  a	  fully	  

functional	  septic	  system	  added	  to	  the	  building's	  facilities.	  	  

	   School	  days	  for	  students	  reflected	  the	  harsh	  realities	  of	  African	  American	  life	  in	  

rural	  South	  Carolina,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  joyous	  childhood	  experiences	  of	  a	  simple	  time.	  School	  

ran	  from	  the	  first	  week	  in	  September	  until	  June.	  During	  the	  fall	  harvest,	  school	  met	  for	  half-‐

day	  sessions	  so	  that	  students	  could	  help	  bring	  in	  crops.	  Former	  students	  recalled	  walking	  
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to	  school	  in	  all	  kinds	  of	  weather	  and	  bringing	  in	  firewood	  with	  them	  to	  warm	  the	  building	  

in	  the	  winter.	  

	   The	  families,	  schoolteachers,	  and	  nearby	  communities	  met	  the	  daily	  needs	  of	  the	  

students.63	  Supplies	  consisted	  of	  “marking	  books”	  (a	  form	  of	  notebook	  and	  grade	  book)	  and	  

blackboard	  chalk.	  Parents	  had	  to	  ask	  for	  help	  from	  the	  Black	  and	  White	  communities	  to	  get	  

books,	  and	  they	  were	  hard	  to	  get.	  Textbooks	  were	  primarily	  handed	  down	  from	  White	  

schools,	  along	  with	  books	  borrowed	  from	  community	  members.	  Otherwise,	  students	  were	  

forced	  to	  provide	  their	  own	  books.	  Typically,	  children	  in	  each	  grade	  had	  to	  use	  books	  used	  

by	  White	  students	  in	  the	  former	  grade,	  i.e.,	  second	  graders	  were	  given	  books	  used	  by	  White	  

first	  graders).	  

	   Hot	  meals	  were	  served	  at	  the	  school	  for	  a	  time.	  Former	  students	  remember	  Annie	  

Grace	  Young,	  Elizabeth	  Smith,	  and	  Jonell	  Johnson	  as	  cooking	  meals	  for	  students	  and	  

teachers.	  In	  the	  1940s	  and	  50s,	  hot	  lunches	  were	  $.25	  per	  week.	  These	  simple	  meals	  

typically	  consisted	  of	  beans,	  potatoes,	  and	  rice.	  Occasionally,	  oranges	  and	  apples	  were	  the	  

after-‐school	  snacks.	  At	  other	  times,	  there	  were	  no	  meals	  provided	  and	  students	  brought	  

their	  lunches	  from	  home.	  

	   Alumni	  recall	  a	  remarkable	  number	  of	  teachers	  over	  the	  Hope	  School’s	  twenty-‐eight	  

years	  of	  operation.	  Alberta	  Reeder	  remembered	  teaching	  the	  earliest	  grades	  offered,	  grades	  

1	  to	  4.	  A	  former	  student	  related	  that	  Miss	  Reeder	  was	  a	  very	  difficult	  teacher	  and	  an	  

extremely	  strict	  disciplinarian.	  “She	  would	  whip	  us	  good.”	  Mrs.	  Gertrude	  B.	  Brown	  recalled	  

teaching	  grades	  4	  to	  8.	  Students	  remember	  that	  	  Mrs.	  Norton	  (whose	  first	  name	  is	  lost	  to	  

history)	  taught	  grades	  4	  to	  8.	  Alumni	  remember	  other	  teachers	  at	  Hope	  School,	  such	  as	  Mrs.	  

Manie	  Moore,	  Miss	  Annie	  Martin,	  Mrs.	  Q.	  Glenn,	  Miss	  Sara	  Baiten,	  and	  Miss	  Beatrice	  Counts.	  

Usually,	  one	  teacher	  taught	  four	  grades.	  	  

	   Louis	  Flemon,	  who	  attended	  the	  Hope	  School,	  1943−1950,	  recalled,	  “School	  was	  lots	  

of	  fun.”	  	  He	  described	  a	  student	  day	  with	  this	  typical	  schedule.	  After	  chores,	  such	  as	  

gathering	  firewood	  and	  water,	  and	  the	  recitation	  of	  a	  Bible	  verse,	  class	  instruction	  took	  

place.	  Students	  enjoyed	  two	  recess	  periods,	  a	  short	  one	  at	  10:00	  a.m.,	  and	  a	  longer	  one	  in	  

the	  afternoon.	  Like	  elementary	  schools	  of	  every	  generation,	  the	  Hope	  School	  was	  filled	  with	  

energetic,	  fun-‐loving	  children	  who	  played	  baseball	  and	  rode	  a	  merry-‐go-‐round.	  	  
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The	  Legacy	  of	  the	  Hope	  School	  

	   It	  was	  a	  Supreme	  Court	  decision	  that	  ultimately	  led	  to	  the	  closing	  of	  the	  Hope	  

School.	  The	  segregation	  of	  South	  Carolina	  schools,	  racially	  separated	  by	  the	  state	  

constitution,	  legislation,	  64	  and	  the	  actions	  of	  White	  politicians,	  was	  met	  by	  challenges	  in	  

state	  and	  federal	  courts.	  In	  Briggs	  v.	  Elliott	  (1951),	  Black	  parents	  sued	  the	  Clarendon	  

County	  School	  District	  22	  in	  federal	  district	  court,	  claiming	  violation	  of	  their	  children’s	  

Fourteenth	  Amendment	  right	  to	  equal	  protection	  because	  of	  school	  segregation.	  65	  The	  

school	  district	  won	  that	  case,	  but	  the	  dissenting	  opinion	  of	  Judge	  J.	  Waties	  Waring,	  

“Segregation	  is	  per	  se	  inequality,”	  (italics	  his)	  was	  a	  death	  knell	  for	  segregated	  schools	  in	  the	  

United	  States.66	  Briggs,	  one	  of	  five	  school	  U.S.	  district	  court	  cases	  from	  across	  the	  country,	  

consolidated	  in	  Brown	  v.	  Board	  of	  Education	  of	  Topeka,	  Kans. (1954),	  challenging	  the	  

“separate	  but	  equal”	  doctrine	  as	  a	  violation	  of	  the	  Fourteenth	  Amendment	  to	  the	  U.	  S.	  

Constitution.	  

	   South	  Carolina	  politicians	  were	  quick	  to	  react	  to	  what	  they	  saw	  as	  an	  upcoming	  

crisis.	  In	  a	  desperate	  attempt	  to	  create	  separate	  and	  equal	  facilities,	  Governor	  James	  F.	  

Byrnes,	  a	  former	  U.S.	  Supreme	  Court	  Justice	  and	  Secretary	  of	  State,	  told	  South	  Carolinians	  

in	  his	  inaugural	  address,	  “It	  is	  our	  duty	  to	  provide	  for	  the	  races	  substantial	  equality	  in	  

school	  facilities.	  We	  should	  do	  it	  because	  it	  is	  right.	  For	  me,	  that	  is	  sufficient	  reason.”67	  

Byrnes’	  words	  were	  not	  a	  call	  for	  integration.	  Indeed,	  South	  Carolina	  lawmakers	  took	  

drastic	  action	  to	  provide	  “equal”	  facilities	  in	  an	  attempt	  to	  avoid	  the	  threatening	  possibility	  

of	  racial	  integration.	  	  

	   In	  1951,	  the	  South	  Carolina	  legislature	  established	  a	  committee	  to	  determine	  what	  

actions	  the	  state	  should	  take	  if	  Plessy	  v.	  Ferguson	  was	  overturned.	  That	  committee,	  

eventually	  known	  as	  the	  Gressette	  Committee,	  took	  no	  specific	  action;	  but	  a	  legislatively	  

sponsored	  referendum,	  removing	  the	  constitutional	  requirement	  of	  South	  Carolina	  to	  

maintain	  public	  schools,	  passed	  that	  fall	  in	  a	  landslide.68	  In	  addition,	  Byrnes	  proposed	  

massive	  school	  funding	  for	  the	  construction	  of	  African	  American	  schools	  in	  an	  attempt	  to	  

give	  an	  appearance	  of	  separate	  but	  equal	  schooling.69	  	  

	   This	  action	  eventually	  resulted	  in	  the	  closing	  of	  the	  Hope	  School.	  From	  1951	  to	  

1954,	  824	  schools,	  mostly	  rural	  and	  heavily	  African	  American,	  were	  closed	  and	  replaced	  by	  
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new	  school	  facilities.70	  Local	  community	  members	  recall	  seeing	  Dave	  Tobias	  and	  Robert	  

Holley,	  trustees	  of	  St.	  Paul	  AME	  Church	  (a	  church	  long	  associated	  with	  the	  Hope	  School),	  

and	  John	  Earnest	  Gibbs,	  a	  teacher	  in	  the	  community,	  moving	  the	  salvageable	  furniture	  to	  its	  

replacement,	  the	  new	  Garmany	  Elementary	  School,	  located	  near	  Pomaria,	  which	  opened	  in	  

the	  fall	  of	  1954.	  

	   	  From	  the	  fall	  of	  1954	  until	  1958,	  the	  building	  and	  grounds	  of	  the	  Hope	  School	  

remained	  the	  property	  of	  the	  Newberry	  County	  School	  District.	  On	  January	  23,	  1958,	  the	  

District	  sold	  the	  entire	  Hope	  School	  campus	  to	  the	  Jackson	  Community	  Center	  and	  

Cemetery	  Association	  Inc.,	  for	  $500.	  The	  school	  appears	  on	  a	  list	  of	  excess	  properties	  sold;	  

many	  of	  the	  disposed	  properties	  were	  marked	  “negro.”	  An	  additional	  note	  on	  the	  Hope	  

School	  said,	  “Sold	  with	  special	  consideration.”	  71	  

	   From	  1958	  until	  2007,	  a	  period	  longer	  than	  the	  Hope	  School	  was	  in	  operation,	  the	  

Hope	  Station	  community	  and	  St.	  Paul	  African	  Methodist	  Episcopal	  (AME)	  church	  used	  the	  

building	  and	  surrounding	  property	  for	  various	  purposes.	  The	  building	  itself	  was	  

occasionally	  used	  for	  congregational	  and	  community	  functions	  and	  ultimately	  for	  church	  

storage.	  The	  two-‐acre	  campus	  unofficially	  melded	  into	  the	  church	  grounds.	  While	  some	  

maintenance	  was	  done	  to	  the	  structure,	  the	  building	  fell	  into	  some	  disrepair.	  

	   In	  the	  late	  1990s,	  new	  church	  leadership	  at	  St.	  Paul	  had	  a	  fresh	  vision	  of	  the	  old	  

Hope	  School	  and	  its	  importance	  to	  the	  community.	  Reverend	  Patricia	  Brisbon	  saw	  

possibilities	  for	  the	  school’s	  use	  as	  a	  community	  and	  heritage	  landmark	  and	  encouraged	  

her	  congregation,	  several	  with	  ties	  to	  the	  school,	  to	  support	  its	  restoration.	  Many	  of	  the	  

school’s	  alumni,	  families	  of	  alumni,	  former	  teachers,	  and	  community	  leaders	  began	  to	  view	  

the	  school	  with	  a	  new	  appreciation.	  As	  word	  spread	  about	  the	  possible	  renovation	  of	  the	  

school,	  interest	  in	  that	  effort	  rose	  throughout	  the	  old	  Hope	  Station	  community	  and	  beyond.	  

Tenetha	  Flemon	  Hall,	  sister	  of	  a	  number	  of	  Hope	  School	  alumni,	  spearheaded	  community	  

efforts	  to	  renovate	  the	  school.	  As	  the	  activities	  continued,	  Jay	  Hope	  (grandson	  of	  James	  

Haskell	  Hope)	  and	  Ron	  Hope	  (grandson	  of	  John	  Julius	  Hope)	  joined	  these	  individuals	  as	  a	  

community	  entwined	  in	  the	  educational	  heritage	  of	  the	  school.	  	  

	   The	  efforts	  of	  this	  group	  became	  the	  starting	  point	  of	  a	  new	  phase	  in	  the	  history	  of	  

the	  Hope	  School.	  In	  2006,	  the	  newly	  formed	  Hope	  School	  Community	  Center,	  Inc.,	  acquired	  

the	  campus;	  and	  this	  organization	  made	  application	  for	  its	  inclusion	  on	  the	  National	  
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Register	  of	  Historic	  Places.	  On	  October	  3,	  2007,	  the	  Hope	  School	  was	  included	  on	  that	  list.72	  

Also	  in	  2007,	  the	  Hope	  School	  Community	  Center	  Inc.,	  originally	  chaired	  by	  Tenetha	  

Flemon	  Hall	  and	  later	  led	  by	  Ron	  Hope,	  made	  application	  to	  the	  State	  of	  South	  Carolina	  for	  a	  

historic	  building	  restoration	  grant.	  On	  June	  29,	  2007,	  the	  State	  awarded	  the	  Center	  

$100,000	  to	  restore	  the	  building	  as	  a	  historic	  structure	  for	  use	  as	  a	  community	  center	  for	  

Pomaria/Hope	  Station.73	  The	  center	  held	  a	  grand	  reopening	  celebration	  upon	  completion	  

of	  the	  restoration	  in	  August	  2009	  (Figure	  C),	  and	  artifacts	  and	  oral	  histories	  of	  the	  school	  

were	  given	  to	  the	  Smithsonian	  Institution	  collection	  for	  a	  future	  exhibit	  on	  Rosenwald	  

schools.	  	  

	  

	  
Figure	  3:	  The	  Hope	  School,	  August	  2009.	  Photo	  taken	  by	  Ron	  Knorr.	  

	  

Conclusion	  

	  	   Like	  any	  school,	  the	  Hope	  School	  has	  a	  distinct	  history	  in	  the	  annals	  of	  its	  

community	  and	  in	  the	  hearts	  of	  its	  alumni,	  supporters,	  and	  donors.	  In	  the	  history	  of	  Black	  

education,	  it	  stands	  not	  only	  as	  a	  monument	  to	  the	  segregation	  era,	  but	  also	  as	  a	  memorial	  

to	  the	  spirit	  of	  a	  people	  and	  their	  struggle	  for	  the	  right	  to	  an	  education	  in	  the	  face	  of	  legal	  

restrictions	  and	  White	  indifference.	  There	  can	  be	  no	  debate	  that	  the	  negligent	  state	  funding	  

of	  African	  American	  education	  prior	  to	  Brown	  was	  solely	  aimed	  at	  suppressing	  Black	  

Americans.	  In	  South	  Carolina,	  belated	  and	  feeble	  attempts	  to	  maintain	  a	  separate	  but	  equal	  

educational	  system	  by	  dramatically	  increasing	  funding	  under	  the	  guise	  of	  equality	  was	  a	  

pathetic	  effort	  to	  accomplish	  this	  goal.	  	  

The	  Hope	  School’s	  twenty-‐eight-‐year	  heritage	  of	  educating	  the	  children	  of	  an	  African	  

American	  community	  began	  in	  the	  era	  of	  the	  segregated	  South.	  The	  1895	  Constitution	  of	  
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South	  Carolina,	  the	  “separate	  but	  equal”	  fiat	  of	  Plessy	  v.	  Ferguson,	  and	  the	  legacy	  of	  Jim	  

Crow	  and	  Governor	  Tillman	  gave	  rise	  to	  substantial	  injustice	  for	  African	  Americans	  and	  

created	  an	  immense	  inequality	  in	  the	  schooling	  of	  Black	  children,	  in	  no	  way	  balanced	  by	  

philanthropy	  or	  noble	  intentions.	   	  

A	  number	  of	  scholars	  have	  criticized	  Washington’s	  industrial	  education	  model	  and	  

Rosenwald’s	  educational	  plan.	  For	  example,	  James	  Anderson	  stated,	  “Rosenwald	  and	  other	  

industrial	  philanthropists	  believed	  that	  Tuskegee	  was	  training	  Black	  leaders	  to	  maintain	  a	  

separate	  and	  subordinate	  Negro	  society.	  They	  were	  primarily	  interested	  in	  supporting	  that	  

mission.”74	  The	  validity	  of	  such	  charges	  does	  not	  diminish	  the	  immense	  pride	  that	  African	  

Americans	  have	  in	  the	  accomplishments	  of	  Rosenwald	  schools.	  Much	  like	  the	  planned	  Hope	  

School	  Community	  Center,	  surviving	  Rosenwald	  School	  campuses	  all	  across	  the	  South	  are	  

now	  the	  centers	  of	  their	  own	  communities.	  Mary	  Hoffschwelle’s	  statement	  that	  “Rosenwald	  

schools	  became	  part	  of	  the	  cultural	  capital	  held	  by	  their	  communities,	  a	  productive	  

investment	  in	  social	  change	  upon	  which	  community	  members	  could	  draw	  as	  they	  saw	  fit”75	  

is	  an	  apt	  description	  of	  the	  rich	  legacy	  of	  the	  Rosenwald	  Hope	  School	  of	  Pomaria,	  South	  

Carolina.	  	  
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