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FOUNDATIONS OF ART I SYLLABUS
Teacher: Mrs. Killmer		
Room Number:                           Email Address: 

Class Description (Grades 9-12)
Designed for students beginning their study of art on the high school level, Studio Art I will focus on fundamental drawing skills, color theory, and basic concepts and techniques. This course will expose students to a variety of media and develop skills for further art study. Students will learn to utilize the elements and principles of art and design in their own work and will be encouraged to develop a personal viewpoint and express themselves creatively.

Each unit will also focus on an historical art moment, artist or set of artists. Learning about art not only can make you proficient in certain skills and concepts, but also can connect you to our past and present world, build creative thinking, confidence and individuality. If you wish to continue the exploration of the elements and principles of art and design, you can enroll in Foundations of Art II.

Units of Study:
Unit I: Line, Value & Composition…………………………………………………….………..Weeks 1-6
Unit II: Color Theory-Colored Pencils & Pastels……………………….…….…………..Weeks 7-10
Unit III: Painting-Acrylics & Watercolor……………………………………………….…….Weeks 11-16
Unit IV: Form and Space-Investigating Three Dimensional Expression..….….Weeks 17-20


Materials Required:  Due two days after 1st day of class
1. Sketchbook (No drawing pads!) – used for project sketches, assignments, and class notes
a. 8 x 11” or 9 x 12”, 50-100 pages
b. Spiral bound: NO glue binding
2. Thin 3-ring binder or 3-prong folder - with pockets 
a. For handouts, rubrics, assignments, articles, etc.
3. Pencil, eraser, and colored pencils 12 ct set for sketch book assignments

Attendance
It is highly recommended that you attend ALL classes to gain the necessary skills and knowledge to successfully complete all assigned projects. Students are responsible for coursework even if there are legitimate reasons for an absence. Lack of attendance could result in a failure to meet the requirements of the course. 

Homework
One sketchbook assignment will be due each week to supplement main in-class project. Students may need to work more on assignments outside of regular class time if they are not going to meet due dates.

Cell Phone/Ipads/Computers
Keep them put away, unless given permission by teacher for use. If phone becomes a distraction, you will be given one warning. After that you will be asked to place phone in “Phone Box” for the duration of the class. This will take points off Work Performance score for the week. 

Hall Pass
No one should be leaving the classroom during instruction time. Please let me know if you need to use the hall pass and where you will be going. Please return the hall pass when you return. Only one student may leave at a time.

Food/Drink
You may bring a snack in, but please eat it quickly and throw away your trash. All drinks must have a tightly fitted lid to avoid spills and ruining artwork. 
Grading
	A+ (97 - 100)
	C+ (77 - 79) 

	A (93 - 96) 
	C (73 - 76) 

	A- (90 - 92) 
	C- (70 - 72) 

	B+ (87 - 89) 
	D+ (67 - 69 

	B (83 - 86) 
	D (65 - 66) 

	B- (80 - 82) 
	F (<65)



Most art projects will be worth 100 points each. Your art grade will be based on participation, following directions, craftsmanship (quality of your work), and whether or not the work is complete. In other words, you should be able to get a good grade regardless of your skill level. Art class is about learning and improving and not about being perfect! 

Students will be graded on the following: 
1) Weekly Work Performance: 10%
1. Has no unexcused tardies. (4 pts.)
2. Has no unexcused absences (4 pts.)
3. Does not leave class for extended periods of time (more than 10 minutes without legitimate excuse) 4 pts.
4. Cell phones and ipad/computer are put away, unless teacher has given permission for use (4 pts)
5. On task and demonstrating effort on assignments (4 pts)

2) Sketchbook/Quizzes: 20% of your grade
Sketchbook assignments are due on the due date and will lose 10% of grade per day late unless I am presented with a legitimate excuse such as a note/email from parent or doctors note. Missed quizzes can be made up during Extra Help/Open Studio time upon return to school.  

3) Projects and Participation: 60% of your grade
Projects and Participation are included in the same rubrics and are counted together in one grade for each project. You need to demonstrate a balance of craft and understanding of the materials along with focus, perseverance, and effort. Your final project is included in this section.

Students will be given a rubric that breaks down all the competencies they will be graded on at the beginning of each unit. Students must fill out the self-assessment column and then then rubric will be returned with my feedback explaining their grade. 

Project Grades: Project grades are entered a week after due date. Students are given a week to continue to work on projects on their own time. This allows students who are absent or who would like to add more details into their work the time they need to complete projects. Projects will then be graded at their level of completion. After this week window projects will lose 10% of grade per day late. Work that is not turned in will receive a 0.

Reflective Artist Statement/Rubric with student name and self-assessment column filled out MUST be attached to the back of completed project for you to be able to turn it in. Projects will not be accepted without these items.

4) Class Critique: 10% of your grade
At the end of each project, we will conduct a class critique. Students will be expected to speak intelligently about their piece and be able to accept peer feedback. We will use the “Two positives and One Constructive Criticism” rule. If absent on a critique day students will be given a chance to present their work upon their return to class. 

Extra Help & Open Studio: Extra help and open studio will take place every (Day, Time). Please come see me if you would like extra help or open studio time on a different day.







Conduct and Performance in Class
Art Room Expectations 
1. Be Respectful (to teachers and staff, substitutes and guests, other students, and yourself!)
2. Be Responsible (for example, be on time, complete your work, and clean up properly) 
3. Be Safe (for example, use art room supplies properly, wipe up spills) 
4. Have Self Control (be responsible for your own actions) 
5. Be Honest (for example, do your own work) 

Consequences 
1. The student will be asked to stop the problematic behavior. This will be a warning. 
2. The student may be moved to a new area to help them focus. 
3. The student may be asked to visit with me after class or after school. 
4. The student may be given a detention according to the school policies. 
5. The teacher may make a phone call to the student’s parents. 
6. The student may be referred to the office 

Art Room Procedures 
1. Entering the Classroom: Class begins as soon as you enter the room. Get out your sketchbook, go to your assigned area, and complete the bell-ringer (daily warm-up assignment). Wait for further instructions. 
2. Asking Questions: Please raise your hand when you have a question. 
3. Cleaning Up: Clean up during the last five minutes of class unless you are instructed to do differently. Put all supplies away properly, wipe down messy tables and cabinets, and check for trash in your area. Every Friday we will all do an extra clean-up of the art room. 
4. Leaving the Classroom: The bell does not dismiss you. The teacher will dismiss those who are finished cleaning up. 
5. Getting Make Up Work: If you have been absent, it is your responsibility to find out what work you may have missed. Be sure to visit with each of your teachers to get make up work.

Attendance, Absences, & Tardiness:

1. Be on time. If you know you are going to be late, bring a pass.

2. Absence Policy: No more than 4 absences per term. 5th absence results in failing the course. 

3. Tardy Policy: 5 Tardies = 1 unexcused absence. A tardy of 20 minutes or more is considered an absence from class. Repeated tardiness will result in detention. 

References from the Student Handbook:
All policies as stated in the student handbook will be in effect. Please review entire handbook.

Teacher Detention: Teachers may assign Teacher Detention for infractions of class rules or violating handbook regulations. Failure to report to teacher detention will result in referral to an administrator for disciplinary action. 

By signing below, you acknowledge that you have read, understand, and comply with the course policies and expectations.


Student Signature: ____________________________________________________________   Date: ________________________


Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________________   Date: ________________________

