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Keralapoet accused sf selling lord IGisha'immoralwith
no conscience'gets awarq sparls row
ROH{NI SWAVY 28 FebNary 2O2O Or:35 p IST
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Poet Prabha Va.ma I Facebook: Prabha Va.rnd

Betrgaluu: Noted poet Prabha Varma, who is also Kerala Chief Minister pinaral Vijayan's
media secretary, is embroiled in a controversy after the Kerala High Court stayed a

decision to award the prestigious Poonthanam Njanappana award to him.

The award is conferred by the Guruvayoor Devasrtr'om Board, which manages the
Guruvayoor temple, and is instituted in the name ofthe 16th century Malayalam poet

Poonthanam Namboothiri, who is known for his verse on Krishna.
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A group of Hindu organisations had moved the court stating that varma s award-winning
novel, Shyama Madtavam, hurt their religious sentiments as it allegedly,ridicules Lord
Krishna.

on Thursday, the Kerara High court stayed the handing over of the award after considering
tfuee petitions, incruding one fled by Thrissur-based Haindaveeyam, a hardcore right-
wing organisation.

A division bench comprising Justices c.T Ravikumar and N. Nagaresh issued the intedm
order stating the court was "not making any consideration or comments on the creative
value of the said piece of literature", but fert that the award ,,wourd 

hurt the feelings ofthe
devotees".

The court further questioned if varmas work depicting Lord Krishna should be $anted the
award using the contributions of devotees.

Spread across 15 chapte:.S, Shyama Madhavamis a nove
portraying him as a man who faces agonies and sometit
values.

The novel has alreadywon the Sahitya Alademi Award,
Award and the Vayalar Award among others. It was onc
Chandrasekhar Kambar as "exciting and strange in mar

Varma was to be handed the award and Rs 5O,000 in casu orr z6 reuruary ar a trauu . .

culturar function to be herd r,ithin the famous curuvayoor Temple premises. However, the
court has ruled that the scheduled cultural programme associated with the award
ceremony could be held, but the ar /ard cannot be handed to Varma.



Nso rcad: Beef dropped from fienu for Kerala police trai ees, fotce calls it,uilnecessary
ca trove$y'

The contrwersy

The controversy erupted after the Guruvayoor Devaswom Board announced that this year's

award \^ras being confeIIed on Varma.

Three right-wing groups separately petitioned the Kerala High Court seeking its
intewention.

The petitioners told ThePrint that they are not against Varma or his body of worli but are

objecting to the speciflc recognition - the Poonthanam Njanappana award - being
given to him.

One ofthe petitioners, Advocate C. Rajendran claimedthatin Shyama Madhavam,

Itishna is depicted as an immoral person \ rith no conscience.

The lawyer said that i[ varma s vemion, Itishna admits to being si]ently attracted to

Draupadi, claims that the Bhagavad Gita was purposeless and also reveals that he only

mediated between the Pandavas and the Kauravas to intensify their riva1ry so that war

was inevitable.

"The book portrays Varma's interpretation of Lord Krishna's thoughts. By reading his
poetry one would thinkthat Kdshna is a fraud and a person who we cannot trust,"

Rajendran told ThePrint. "The award should not be give

Itishna. He is God for so many of us."



Rajendran further accused the ruling Left Democratic Party of having fllled the posts in

the state-run Devaswom Board !1dth those with affiliations to the CPI (Marxist) party. He

blamed them for having named Varma as the winner.

Nothing blasphemous: Varma

When ThePrint contacted Prabha Varma, he said that there was nothing "blasphemous" in
his book

"This bookwas published eight years ago. It has won several awards. Until now, nobody

had obiected to it," varma said. "Suddenly, people from the Sangh Padvar have moved the

court. The court has now stayed the awards ceremony. So vrhat does it mean?"

"lt looks like the Sangh Parivar did this with an agenda to divert attention from what is

happening in Delhi and other parts of the country agaimt Citizenship Amendment Act,"

he added.

AIso read: CAG pulls up Kerala DGP tbr diverting' police funds to build villas ard buy

luxury cats

Shilpa Nair, a reiigious activist vrho was at the foreftont of the Sabarimala agitation, also

obiected to the award. "Many have interpreted the Bhagavad Gita, Mahabharata and the

Ramayana dil{erent1y. Devotees are really hurt with Poonthanarn s award beiflg given to

him," Nair said. "We are not against his creativity or his award-winning work. We cannot

give an award to somebodywho has \4.ritten some nonsense on Krishna. He is a

Communist and he has added his political view point to it."



IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULA]4

PRESENT

THE HONOURABLE MR, JUSTICE ANIL K.NARENDRAN

&

THE HONOURABLE ].IR,JUSTICE P.G. AJITHKUI.IAR

wednesday, the 15'h day of February 2023 / 26th Hagha, 1944

wP(c) N0.5845 0F 2020(E)
PETITIONER:

I.IAHADEVAN K. R, AGED 50 YEARS, S/O . K. H . RA]'1A[{OORTHI , I,IRA . 61A1/2 ,

HANAKKAPARA}IBU ROAD, PONEKKARA, EDAPPALLY, KOCHI.682041 (I'IODERATOR

HAINDAVEEYAI|I ) .

RESPONDENTS:

1. GURUVAYOOR DEVASWOI.I TiIANAGING CO]..IMITTEE, REPRESENTED BY ITS
AD}IINISTRATOR, GURUVAYOOR PIN.680101,

2. CO].I}IISSIOiIER, GURUVAYOOR DEVASWOI,I, GURUVAYOOR PIN- 682101,
3. PRABHAVARI|A, ADVTSER T0 CHrEF HTNTSTER (PRESS), R0014 N0.155, NoRTH

BLOCK, SECRETARIAT, THIRUVANANTHAPURA'4-695001.

t'lrit petition (civil) praying inter alia that in the circumstances
stated in the affidavit filed atong with the WP(C) the High Court be

pleased to stay the presentation of Njanappana award 2020 to the 3rd
respondent pending disposat of this case.

This petition again coming on for admission upon perusing the
petition and the affidavit filed in support of l,{P(C) and this court's
order dated L4.92.2923 and upon hearing the arguments of lllS. R.KRISHNA

RAJ & E,S,SoNI Advocates for the petitioner, SRI. vIPINDAS for the
respondents 1 & 2 and of H,/S. I4U|!! AZ SHUHSUDDIN, ALISHA ASLAI4 & AHINA

RUBY FAIZAL Advocates for the respondent 3, the court passed the
fotlowing:



ANIL K. NARENDRAN & P.G. AJITHKUMAR, JJ.

W.P.(C) Nos.4643 of 2023,5770,5845 and
5909 of 2O20

Dated this the 15th day of February, 2(J23

ORDER

W.P.(C) No.4643 of 2023

In terms of the order of this Court dated 13.02.2023,

the learned Standing Counsel for Guruvayur Devaswom

Managing Committee has made available for the perusal of

this Court the files relating to the Poonthanam Njanappana

Purasakaram for the years 2020, 202L,2022 and 2023.

2. We have perused the files. The files relating to

Poonthanam Njanappana Purasakram for the year 2023

contains a sealed cover submitted by the Sub Committee.

Since the decision taken by the Sub Committee, which is kept

in that sealed cover, is being placed before Guruvayur

Devaswom Managing Committee, in the meeting scheduled to

be held tomorrow (16.02.2023), Registrar (Judicial) IS

directed to return the files to the learned Standing Counsel

n

today itself.



2

W.P.(C) Nos.4643 of 2023

3. List this writ petition along with connected matters

for further consideration on 17.02.2023.

4. The decision taken by the Guruvayur Devaswom

Managing Committee on Poonthanam Njanappana Purasakaram for

the year 2023 shall be placed before this Court, in a sealed

cover, by the learned Standing Counsel, on L7.02.2023.

It is made clear that any decision taken by the Managing

Committee on that issue will be subject to further orders to be

passed in this writ Petition.

sdl-

ANIL K. NARENDRAN, JUDGE

sd/-

P.G. A]ITHKUMAR, JUDGE

PV

/True Copv/ Assistant Registrar15-02-2023



CASE DETAILS

Case Type wP(c) Case Status I)ISPOSEt)

Filing Number wP(c) 10719/2020 Filing Date 26.02-2020

Registration Number wP(c) 5845i 2o2o (E) Registration Date 26.02.2020

CNR Number K1HC010153302020 E-File NO Offline

Disposed date 27-06-2023

CASE STATUS

First Hearino Date Thursday, the 21th day of February 2020

Decision Date Wednesday, the 21st day ofJune 2023

Case Status DISPOSED

Nature of Disposal

Coram
4662"HONOURABLE MR, JUSTICE ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE MRJUSTICE P,G

AJITHKUMAR

Bench Division

Last listed Details Date:21-06-2023
Bench: 4662 - HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE ANIL
K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE MRJUSTICE P.G,

AJITHKUMAR

List : Separate List
1

Item i 20.2

PETITIONER AND ADVOCATE

1
Petitioner : MAIIADEVAN K.R., , Age : 50 Years
Petitioner Advocate : R.KRISHNA RAJ,SMT.E.S.SONI

RESPONDENT AND ADVOCATE

i Respondent : GURUVAYOOR DEVASWOM MANAGING COMMITTEE,

2 COMMISSIONER,

3

PRABHAVARMA,
Advocate : Mumtaz Shumsuddir (17428)

Extra Advocate : ALISHA ASLAM( K1 127 4 t 20221 (297 1 0), AMINA RUBY FAIZAL(K/2 1 30/2022) (29958)

SERVED ON

SRI,T.K.VIPINDAS- SERVED ON

ACTS

Under Section(s)Under Act(s)
226CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

IA DETAILS
Parfy Date of DisposalClassificationIA Number Date of Filing# @

DOCUMENTS
Fileste NameDescription Party NameDate File TlpeDocument No

S.MUMTAZPRABHAVARMA,COUNTER AFFIDAVTTy2023 17 -02-2023

T.K.VIPINDASCOUNTER AFFIDAVIT2t2023 01-03-2023

DISPOSED OF

GURWAYOOR DEVASWOM
MANAGING COMMITTEE,



# Cause
List Type

Hon: Judge Name BusinessDate
NextDate
(Tentative

Date)

Purpose of
Hearing Order

1 Part Two 2'7.02.2020 ADMISSION

SINCE THE ISSUES
INVOLVED IN THE WPCS
s'7 7 0 I 2020,WP C5845 I 2020
AND WPC s909/2020 ARE

THE SAME,THEY ARE

JOINTLY HEARD. ADV. T,K.
\IPINDAS TAKES NOTICE

FOR THE GUT{JVAYTJR
DEVASWOM MANAGINC

COMMITTEE-ISSUE
NOTICE BY SPEED POST TO

PRIVATE RISPONDENT.
INTERIM ORDER PASSED.

POST 0N 16/3/2020

2
Separate

List 1

4542-HONOURABLE MRJUSTICE
C.T.RAVIKUMAR,HONOURABLE MR.

JUSTICE BECHU KURIAN THOMAS
16-03.2020 06 04-2020 PETITIONS

RESPONDENTS SEEK TIME
TO FILE C/A.POST ON

6/4/2O,INTERIM ORDER
EXIENDED.

3
Separate

List 2

4662-HONOURASLE MR. JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARINDRAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE P.G. AJITHKUMAR
t3-02-2023 r4-02-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

ORDER.POST TOMORROW
AT2PM

4
Separale

List 1

4662-HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE P.G. AJTTHKUMAR
14"02-2023 t5-02-2023

DEVASWOM
BOAR.D
CASES

ORDER.LIST TOMORROW(
FILES TO BE KEPT tN SAFE
CUSTODY OF RIGISTRAR

OUDL)

) Separate
List 1

4662.HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE
ANIL K. NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTTCE P.G. AJITHKUMAR
l'1.02.2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

oRDER, POST ON 17.2.23

6
Separate

List 1

4662-HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MR,JUSTICE P.G. AJITHKUMAR
t't-02-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

POST ON 20.2.23

'l Separate
List 1

4662-HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE P.G. AJITHKUMAR
20-02-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

R3 HAS FILED A C/A. POST
oN 21.2.23

B
Separate

List 1

4662.HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDBAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE P.G. AJITHKUMAR
21-02-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

POST ON 23.2.23

9
Separate

List 1

4662.HONOURABLE MR JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE P.C. AJITHKUMAR
23-02-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

LIST ON 2/3/23

01
Separate

List 1

4662,HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOUBABLE

MRJUSTICE P.G. AJITHKUMAR
02-o3-2023 ADMISSION POST A/W C/CASES

Separate
List 1

4662-HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE P.G. AJITHKUMAR
14.03-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

POST ON 27.3.23

1,2
Separate

List 2

466I.HONOURABLE M R. JUSTICE
ANIL K, NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MR,JUSTICE P,G. AJITHKUMAR
2',1.03-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

13
Separate

List 1

4662 HONOURABLE VR, JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE P.G, AJITHKUMAR
25.05.2023 t2-06-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

BOTH SIDES SEEK
ADJOURNMENT,POST

AFTER 2 WEEKS

1 4
Separate

List 1

4662-HONOURABLE MR. JUSTTCE
ANlL K.NARENDRAN,HONOUBABLE

MR,JUSTICE P.G. AJITHKUMAR
12-06-2023 21-06-2023

DEVASWOM
BOARD
CASES

POST NEXT WEEK

15

4662.HONOUBAALE MR JUSTICE
ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE P.G, AJITHKUMAR
27-06-2023 DISPOSED OF

HISTORY OF CASE HEARING

4444-HONOURABLE MRJUSTICE
C.T.RAVIKUMAR,HONOURABLE

MRJUSTICE N.NAGARESH

t5-02-2023

POST ON 25.5.23

i
F



INTERIM ORDERS

ApplicationBusiness Date Hon: Judge Name

15-02.2023
HoNoURABLE MR. JUsrrcE ANrL 

[j*ll"u,]l?ffi",roNoURABLE 
MRJUSflcE P.G I

ORDER

Order Number Judge Order Date

1
4662-HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE ANIL K.NARENDRAN,HONOURABLE MRJUSTICE P.G

AJITHKUMAR
21-06-2023

Category: 59.00 Devaswom Board (213)

OBJECTTON

# Objection

1, A.lt o ections are Complied

CATEGORY DETAILS
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2023:I{ER:35504

1945

W.P.(C)Nos.5770, 5845 and
5909 of 2020

fN THE IIIGH COURT OF KERAI,A AT ERNAKUI.,AI.{

PRESENT

TEE HONOURJABLE MR.JUSTICE A}IIL K. NARENDRAN

6

TIIE HONOURJABIE MR..'USTICE P.G. A.JITHKU}IAR

WEDNESDAY, THE 21ST DAY OE JUNE 2023 / 31ST .TYAISIITA,

w.P. ( I NO.5770 0E 2020

PETITIONER:

R;AJESII A NAIR, AGED 43 YE,JARS

S/O. RAMATiI NAIRI AMI{ASOMVEETTIL IIOUSE,
PUNNAYOORKKULAM VILI.AGE, ANDATHODE P'O,
TAI.UK, TITRISSUR DISTRICT 619 564

BY ADVS .

V.N. SAIiIKARJEE
SRI .V. N. IiIADIIUSUDA}IAN
S!4T. R.UDAYA 

'YOTHISRI . M. M. VINOD
SMT.M. SUSEELA
SMT. KEERTIII B. CEANDRAN

SIIRI . VI.'AYAN PILTAI P. K.

CHAVAKKAD

RESPONDENTS:

1 THE GURWAYOOR DEVASWOM MANAGING COMMITTEE,

REPRESENTED BY ITS ADMINISTRATOR, GURWAYOOR SRI

KRISHNA TEMPLE, GURWAYOOR 680 101

TIIE COMMISSIONER,
GI'RIIVAYOOR SRI KRISIINA TEMPLE, GI'R(ryAYOOR 580 101

TITE KARANAVAN OF TIIE MAII,ISSERY ILLAM,
BR;MMASHRI PARJA}IESWAR:ATiI NAMBOOTHfRI I GURIryAYOOR

680 101
THE THANTHRI ,
BRAIIIIASHRI CHENNAS NARAYAITAN NAIIIBOOTIIIRIPAD,
GURWAYOOR SRI KRI SHNA TEMPLE, GI'RWAYOOR 580 101

PRABIIA VAR!!A,
AGED 60 YE.ARS

TTIE PRESS SECRETARY OF TITE CNIEE MfNISTER OF

KER]A!A, ROOM NUI4BER 155, NORTH BLOCK,

SECRETARIAT, THIRWA}IAI'ITHAPUR,AM /

2

3

4

5
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2023:KER:35504

1

W.P(C)Nos.5770, 5845 and
5909 of 2020

TITIRWANANTHAPURAM DISTRICT 695 OO1.

BY ADVS.
SRI . SA}ITITOSH P. PODTryAT
Mumtaz Shumsuddin
SMT . R. RAiIITIIA
Ar,r sHA ASLA!{ (K,/ 127 4 / 20221
A!'INA RI'BY EAIZAI (K/213O/2O22)
ADV.S. RJAJ!{OHATiI, SR,GP
ADV.T.K.VIPIN DAS, SC

TIIIS IIRIT PETITION (CIVIL) EAVING COME UP FOR ADMISSION ON

2L.06.2023, TIIE COURT ON THE SAME DAY DELIVERED TIIE

FOLLOWING:



3

2023:KER:3 5501

1945

KOCHI -

W.P.(C)Nos.5770, 5845 and
5909 of 2020

IN TIIE HIGH COURT OE KERALA AT ERNAKUI.AM

PRESENT

THE HONOT'R,ABLE MR..IUSTICE ANIL K. NARENDB,AN

&

TITE IIONOUR;ABLE MR.JuSTICE P.G. AJITHKUMAR

WEDNESDAY, THE 21ST DAY OF .JUNE 2023 / 31ST .TYAI STITA,

w. P. ( ) NO.5845 0r 2020

PETITIONER:

MAIIADEVAN K.R. ,
AGED 50 YE.ARS

s/o. K.M. RAMAMOORTHT, VF..jA' -64Al/2,
MANAKKAPAR]AMBU ROAD, PONEKKARA, EDAPPAILY,
68204L (MODERATOR ITAINDAVEEYAIT{) .

BY ADVS .

R. KRISIINA RA,J

SMT.E.S.SONI

RESPONDENTS:

GURWAYOOR DEVASVTOM MANAGING COMMITTEE,

REPRESENTED BY fTS ADMINI STF"ATOR, GI'RWAYOOR,

PrN-680101.
COMMI SSIONER,
GURWAYOOR DEVASWOM, GURWAYOOR, PIN-582101.
PR]ABHAVARMA, ADVISER TO CHIEF MINISTER (PRESS) ,
ROOM NO.155, NORTH BLOCK, SECRETARIAE,
TIIIRWA}IA}ITIiAPTIBAM- 5 9 5 O O 1 .

BY ADvs.Mumtaz Shumsuddin
AUSHA ASr,Nq lK/ t21 4 / 20221
AMINA Rt'BY EATZAL (K/ 2T3O / 20221
ADV. S . RA.}{OIIA}iI, SR. GP

ADV.T.K.VTPTN DAS, SC

1

2

3

TBIS WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) HAVING COME

2L.06.2023, THE COURT ON TIiE SAME

EOLLOWING:

UP FOR ADMISSION ON

DAY DELIVERED TEE
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4
W.P.(C)Nos.5770, 5845 and
5909 of 2020

IN TITE ITIGTI COURT OE KER,AIA AT ERNAKUI"AM

PRESENT

THE HONOUR;ABLE MR.JUSTICE ANIL K. NARENDRAN

&

TEE HONOI'R,ABLE MR..TUSTICE P.G. A.TITHKUMAR

WEDNESDAY, TIiE 21ST DAY 08 JUNE 2023 / 31ST IEAISITTA, 1945

w. P. (c) No.5 909 0E 2020

PETITIONER:

RESPONDENTS:

GURWAYOOR DEVASVIOM BOARD MANAGING COMMITTEE

REPRESENTED BY ITS ADMINISTRATOR, GURWAYOOR,

TIIRISSUR PIN- 680101

COMMISS IONER
GURWAYOOR DEVASVIOM BOARD, GURWAYOO, THRISSUR

PrN-680101
PRABIIAVART]IIA

PRESS AND MEDIA ADVISOR TO CIIIEF MINSTER, ROOM

NO.155, NORTH BLOCK, SECRETARIAT,
THIRWANANTIIAPUR,AM PIN- 6 95 O O 1

BY ADVS .

Mumtaz Shumsuddin
ArrsHA AST,AM (K/1274 /20221
AMrNA RUBY SAtzAL (K/ 2]-30 / 2022)
ADV. S. RJLJMOHAN, SR. GP

ADV.T.K.VTPTN DAS. SC

THIS WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) HAVING COME UP EOR ADMISSION ON

2L,06.2023, THE COI'RT ON TIiE SAITE DAY DELIVERED TEE

FOLLOWING:

1

2

3

ADV. MANORJATiI.]EN I AGED 50 YEARS

S/O. RAVINDRJANATEAI.I KT'NJI , KITAAC ADVOCATES CEA}IBER

NO-530, HIGIT COURT OF KER,LT,A, ERNAIUI,AM

BY ADVS. C.R]A.]ENDRA}T

SRI . B. K. GOPAI.AKRISENAI.I
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5
WP.(C)Nos.5770, 5845 and
5909 of 2020

JUDGMENT

Anil K. Narendran, J.

Since common issues are raised, these writ petitions are

heard together and are being disposed of by this common

judgment.

The petitione[ who is a

devotee of Lord Guruvayurappan of Guruvayur Sree Krishna

Temple, which is under the management of the 1't respondent

Guruvayur Devaswom Managing Committee, has filed this writ

petition under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, seeking a

declaration that the decision of the lst respondent to award

'Poonthanam Award' (Poonthanam Njanappana Puraskaram) for

the year 2020 to the 5th respondent, for Ext.P2 literary work, is

illegal, contrary to the Guruvayur Devaswom Act, 1978 and the

religious belief and interest of the devotees of Lord

Guruvayurappan. The further reliefs sought for are a writ of

mandamus commanding the 1"t respondent Guruvayur

Devaswom Managing Committee and the 2'd respondent

Commissioner not to give 'Poonthanam Award' to the 5th

respondent, for Ext.P2 literary work; a declaration that

72
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6
W.P(C)Nos.5770, 5845 and
5909 of 2020

'Poonthanam Award'shall not be given to any literary work which

contains lack of respect, insult or imputation against Lord

Guruvayurappan or any other God or Goddess of Hindu religion

or against the religious beliefs and sentiments of Hindus and

devotees of Lord Guruvayurappan; and a writ of mandamus

commanding the 1't and 2nd respondents to resume or recover

any amount spent for giving 'Poonthanam Award' to the 5th

respondent for Ext.P2 literary work.

2.1. The 5th respondent has filed a counter affidavit,

opposing the reliefs sought for in this writ petition. The petitioner

has filed a reply affidavit to the counter affidavit filed by the 5th

respondent.

The petitioneq who is3

another devotee of Lord Guruvayurappan of Guruvayur Sree

Krishna Temple, has filed this writ petition seeking a writ of

mandamus commanding the 1't respondent Guruvayur

Devaswom Managing Committee not to grant 'Njanappana

Award' (Poonthanam Njanappana Puraskaram) for the year 2020

to the 3'd respondent (5th respondent in W.P.(C)No.5770 of 2020)

for his poetic work'shyama Madhavam'. The further relief sought
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7

W.P.(C)Nos.5770, 5845 and
5909 of 2020

for is a writ of mandamus commanding the 1't respondent to

frame guidelines for the grant of 'Njanappana Award', taking into

account Section 27(d) of the Guruvayur Devaswom Act, 1978.

3.1. The 3'd respondent has filed a counter affidavit,

opposing the reliefs sought for in this writ petition' The 1st

respondent Guruvayur Devaswom Managing Committee has also

filed a counter affidavit.

4 W.P.(C)No.59 09 of 2020:- The petitioner, who is

another devotee of Lord Guruvayurappan of Guruvayur Sree

Krishna Temple, has filed this writ petition seeking a writ of

mandamus commanding the 1st respondent Guruvayur

Devaswom Managing Committee and the 2nd respondent

Commissioner not to give award to the 3'd respondent (5th

respondent in W.P.(C)No.5770 of 2020) for his work 'Shyama

Madhavam'. The further reliefs sought for are a writ of

mandamus commanding respondents 1 and 2 not to waste

Devaswom fund for 'anti-religious' and 'anti-Krishna'

propagation; and a declaration that the anthology of poems

written by the 3'd respondent is ridiculing, belittling and scoffing

Lord Guruvayurappan and thereby affecting the sentiments of
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W.P.(C)Nos.5770, 5845 and
5909 of 2020

crores of Krishna devotees.

4.1. The 3'd respondent has filed a counter affidavit,

opposing the reliefs sought for in this writ petition.

5, Qn 27.O2.2020, when the above writ petitions came

up for consideration, this Court passed the following order;

"Since the issues involved in these writ petitions are inter-

related and inter-twined, they are heard jointly, for

deciding the question of admission and subject to its

decision on the question of interim order. Upon hearing the

rival contentions and going through the pleadings with

reference to Guruvayur Devaswom Act, 1978, we are of

the view that among other questions, the question whether

the collection of poems 'Syama Madhavam'written by the

proposed awardee depicts Lord Krishan unworthy for

worship and if so, whether granting of award to him

utilising the funds of Guruvayur Devaswom that too, from

Poonthanam Auditorium of the temple, will be in the

interest of worshipers of the temple, are identified as

matters that require consideration. In this context, it is to

be noted that the new Act viz., Guruvaryur Devaswom Act,

1978 intends to protect the interest of the worshipers of

the temple. We make it clear that we are not making any

consideration or comments on the creative value of the

said piece of literature. In the said circumstances, the writ

petitions are admitted.

2. Sri.T.K. Vipindas takes notice for respondents 1 and 2 in

all the wit petitions. Issue notice to respondents 3 and 4 in
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n

W.P.(C)No.5770 of 2O2O and Sri.Prabha Varma, who is the

common respondent in all the writ petitions, by speed

post.

3. The interim orders sought for in these writ petitions are

founded on the contention that the granting of Njanappana

Award to the common respondent Sri.Prabha Varma who is

also the author of 'Syama Madhavam' would hurt the

feelings of the devotees in view of the manner in which the

Lord Krishna has been depicted therein.

4. 'Njanappana Award' proposed to be awarded to the

common respondent Sri.Prabhavarma carries an amount of

Rs.50,001/- as well. In view of the questions posed for

consideration, as mentioned hereinbefore, there will be an

<rhedr rlad thc n-? l-inn af 'N'ia nannane Aw rd' tar

Sri.Prabha Varma shall not take place." (underline

supplied)

6. On 13.02.2023, when these writ petitions came up for

consideration along with the connected matter, i'€', W.P.

(C)No.4643 of 2023, which is in respect of grant of Poonthanam

Njanappana Puraskaram for the Year 2023, this Court passed a

detailed ordet which reads thus;

'service of notice is not complete on the third respondent

in W.P.(C)No.5845 of 2020 and also the 5th respondent in

W.P.(C)No. 577 O of 2020.

2. In W.P.(C)No.5909 of 2020, despite service of notice,
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there is no appearance for the third respondent. Registry is

to verify whether there is any vakalath for the third

respondent in W.P.(C)No.5909 of 2020'

3. W.P.(C)Nos.5770 of 2020, 5845 of 2020 and 5909 of

2O2O are in respect of 'Poonthanam Njanappana

Puraskaram for the year 2O2O'. an 27.02.2020, when the

above writ petitions came up for consideration, this Court

passed an interim order, which reads thus;

"Since the issues involved in these writ petitions are

inter-related and inter-twined, they are heard

jointly, for deciding the question of admission and

subject to its decision on the question of interim

order. Upon hearing the rival contentions and going

through the pleadings with reference to Guruvayur

Devaswom Act, 1978, we are of the view that

among other questions, the question whether the

collection of poems 'Syama Madhavam' written by

the proposed awardee depicts Lord Krishna

unworthy for worship and if so, whether granting of

award to him utilising the funds of Guruvayur

Devaswom that too. from Poonthanam Auditorium

of the temple, will be in the interest of worshippers

of the temple, are identified as matters that require

consideratlon. In this context, it is to be noted that

the new Act viz', Guruvayur Devaswom Act, 1978

intends to protect the interests of the worshippers

of the temple. We make it clear that we are not

making any consideration or comments on the

creative value of the said piece of literature' In the

said circumstances, the writ petitions are admitted'

2. Sri. T.K.Vipindas takes notice for respondents 1

10
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and 2 in all the writ petitions. Issue notice to

respondents 3 and 4 in W.P.(C) No.5770 of 2020

and Sri.Prabha Varma, who is the common

respondent in all the writ petitions, by speed post.

3. The interim orders sought for in these writ

petitions are founded on the contention that the

granting of Njanappana Award to the common

respondent Sri Prabha Varma who is also the author

of 'Syama Madhavam' would hurt the feelings of the

devotees in view of the manner In which the Lord

Krishna has been depicted therein.

4. 'Njanappana Award' proposed to be awarded to

the common respondent Sri.Prabha Varma carries

an amount of Rs 50,001/- as well. In view of the

questions posed for consideration, as mentioned

hereinbefore, there will be an interim order to the

effect that even in case the cultural event scheduled

to be held on 28.02.2020 takes place as scheduled,

the granting of'Njanappana Award' to Sri.Prabha

Varma shall not take place."

4. In W.P.(C)No.4643 of 2023 the issue involved is

regarding'Poonthanam Njanappana Puraskaram' of the

year 2023.

Having considered the materials on record and also the

submissions made at the Bar, we deem it appropriate to

direct the learned Standing Counsel for Guruvayur

Devaswom Managing Committee to make available for the

perusal of this Court the entire files relating to

Poonthanam Njanappana Puraskaram for the Year 2020,

2O2t and 2022.'

7. On 15.02.2023, when these writ petitions came up for
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consideration along with W.P.(C)No.4643 of 2023, this Court

passed the following order;

"In terms of the order of this Court dated 13.02.2023, the

learned Standing Counsel for Guruvayur Devaswom

Managing Committee has made available for the perusal of

this Court the files relating to the Poonthanam Njanappana

Purasakaram for the years 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2O23.

2. We have perused the files. The files relating to

Poonthanam Njanappana Purasakram for the year 2023

contains a sealed cover submitted by the Sub Committee'

Since the decision taken by the Sub Committee, which is

kept in that sealed cover, is being placed before Guruvayur

Devaswom Managing Committee, in the meeting scheduled

to be held tomorrow (16.02.2023), Registrar (Judicial) is

directed to return the files to the learned Standing Counsel

today itself.

3. List this writ petition along with connected matters for

further consideration on 17 .02.2023.

4. The decision taken by the Guruvayur Devaswom

Managing Committee on Poonthanam Njanappana

Puraskaram for the year 2023 shall be placed before this

Court, in a sealed cover, by the learned Standing Counsel,

on 17.02.2023.

It is made clear that

be passed in this writ Petition." (underline supplied)

B. Heard the learned counsel for the petitioner in the

respective writ petitions, the learned Standing Counsel for
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Guruvayur Devaswom Managing Committee and also the learned

counsel for the party respondents.

9. During the course of arguments, the learned counsel

for the 5th respondent in W.P.(C)No.5770 of 2020 (the 3'd

respondent in W.P.(C)Nos.5845 and 5909 of 2020), would point

out the stand taken by the said respondent (Sri.Prabha Varma)

tn paragraph 26 of his counter affidavit dated 16.02.2023,

wherein it is stated that he is no longer interested in receiving

'Poonthanam Award' (Poonthanam Njanappana Puraskaram).

Paragraph 26 of the said affidavit reads thus;

"26. It is rather unfortunate that this respondent who

never sought this award has unnecessarily been dragged

into a controversy. Quite naturally the poet feels hurt

beyond words. So this respondent is no longer interested

in receivinq this award though he is convinced before this

Hon'ble Court through this statement that, the fifth

respondent genuinely deserves it. So on recording the

above submissions of this respondent, this Hon'ble Court

may kindly dismiss the writ petition." (underline supplied)

Paragraph 28 of the counter affidavit filed in W.P.(C)No.5845 of

2020 also contains a similar statement made by the said

respondent.

10. Having considered the submissions made at the Bar,
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we deem it appropriate to dispose of these writ petitions

recoding the above stand taken by the 5th respondent in W.P.

(C)No.5770 of 2020 (the 3'd respondent in W.P.(C)Nos.5845 and

5909 of 2020) that he is no longer interested in receiving

'Poonthanam Award' (Poonthanam Njanappana Puraskaram);

however, leaving open the legal and factual contentions raised by

both sides, in view of the pendency of W.P.(C)No.4643 of 2023.

sd/-

ANIL K. NARENDRAN, JUDGE

sd/_
P.G. AJITHKUMAR, JUDGE

yd
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APPENDTX OE WP (C) 5770/2020

PETITIONER EXHIBITS
EXEIBTT P1 TRUE COPY OF JNANAPPAIiIA DOWNLOADED FROM

TITE WEBSITE

EXIIIBIT P2 TRUE COPY OF SHYAI{AMADIIAVAM WRITTEN BY
TEE 5TH RESPONDENT

EXHIBIT P3 TRUE COPY OE TIIE RESOLUTION DATED 24-2-
2O2O AND PROTEST STATEMENT DATED 25-2-
2020

EXIIIBIT P4 TRUE COPY OF THE MATHRUBHWI DAILY DATED
25-2-2020 THRISST'R EDITION, PAGE NUIIIBER
13

Exhibit P-5 True copy of the Chapter Ix of Indian
Philosophy. titled "The Theism of
Bhagavadgita", cover Page with Pages
from 519 to 580

Exhibit P-5 True copy of the ChaPter IV of "The
Discovery of India" / cover Page with
Pages from 108 to 110
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PETITIONER EXHTBITS

EXHIBIT P1

EXHIBIT P2

EXHTBIT P3

EXITIBIT P4

COPY OF TITE PREEACE OE SHYA}IA MADEAVAM.

COPY OF THE RELEVANT PAGES OF SHYAIIA
MADIIAVAU.

COPY OE THE MEDIA REPORT DATED
t9/02/2020.
COPY OF TEE REPRESENTATION OE TIIE
PETTTToNER DATED 24 / 02 / 2O2O .

2023:KER:35504

APPENpTX OF WP (C) 5845/2020
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PETITIONER EXHIBITS
EXIIIBIT Pl

EXI{IBIT P2

77

APPENpTX Or WP (C) 5909/2020

TRUE PHOTOCOPY OF TIIE RELEVANT PAGES OF
S YAI{AMAD HAVA!4 POEM

TRUE COPY OE THE RELEVANT PAGES OF
S YAMAMAD HAVAM POEM (ANUGEETEA)


