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2020:KER:23500

IN TIIE HIGTT COURT OF KER]AI,A AT ERNAKULAM

PRESENT

THE IIONOUR]ABLE MR.JUSTICE C. T. RAVIKI'UAR

&

TIIE HONOURASLE MR. JUSTICE K. HARIPAT

WEDNESDAY, THE 01ST DAy OF JrrLy 2O2O / 1OTH ASHADEA, 1942

9fp (C) . No. 10341 OE 2020 (p)

PETITIONER:

DEEPTTIY K VASUDEVAN, AGED 43 YE,ARS
D/O . P . K. VASUDEVAN PILI,AI . FI.AT # 304 ,
stREsH EARMLLU. STREEE NO.9, WEST
MARREDPA].LY, SECUNDERABAD-5o OO2 5 . MANAGING
TRUSTEE,
ITAINDAVEEYAM FOI'NDATION.

BY ADVS . SRI .R.KRISHNA RAJ
SMT.E.S.SONI
S!{T. KOMARI SANGEETHA S.NAIR

RESPONDENTS

TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KAIIDIAR,
NANTIIANCODU, THIRIryANANTHAPURAM. PIN- 6 95 O 03 .

COMUISSIONER I TRIAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD, KA9IDIAR,
NAIIEIIANCODU, TIIIRIryANANTHAPURA!!, PIN- 5 950 O 3,

VISWA HINDU PARISITAD,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, HINDU SAMSKARIKA
KENDRJAM, PAVAKKULAM TEMPLE COMPLEX,
KATOOR / KOCHT, KERAT,A-6A2OL7 .

ITINDU ArKYA VEDI .
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, SAMANWAYA BHAVAN,
KOTTAYKKAKAM. P. O. (FORT), THIRIryANANTHAPI'R,AM,
KERATA-695023.

1

2

3
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2020:KER:23500

WP(C)Nos.10341, 70429, 10502 and
11283 of 2020

BHARATEEEYA KSIIETHRA SAMRMSHANA SAMITEI ,
REPRESENTED BY TTS SECRETABY. KENATEUPARJMBU,
KAIfiANDAPAM, PAI,AKKAD, KERAI.A-578001.

SAB]ARI MAI.A AYYAPPA SEVA SA!4A,'AM,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KESAVA SMRUTHI ,
KATI.ARAKADAVu, PATEA}IAIdTHITTA- 6 8 9 64 5, KER,AI,A.

Addl . 7 G. T'DAYAKUMAR, AGED 48 YE.ARS, S/O. MAIIADEVAN,
RESIDING AT KUNNAMPAILY AGAR,A}I, NORTIT STREET,
KAZIIAKOOTTAM. TRMNDRUM- 6 95 588.

(ADDL.R7 IS IMPLEJADED AS PER ORDER DATED
1.7 .2020 rN r.A.NO.1 Or 2020)

R1-2 BY ADV. SRI .G.SANTHOSH IOMAR (p).
R7 BY ADV. S . ANANTHAKRISHNAN
R7 BY ADV. SRI .N.KRISHNA PP.ASAD
R7 BY ADV. SMT.AI{U S NAIR

THIS WRIT PETITION (CTVIL) IIAVING BEEN FINAJ.LY HEARD ON
oL.ol .2020 , AroNG wrrH wp (c) . L0429/2020 lcl ,
wP (c) .10502,/2020 (K) & yrp(c) .tL2a3/2020 (r), rHE couRr oN rEE
SAI{E DAY DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING:

2

5

5



W.P.(C)Nos.1034t, LO429, 10502 and
t7283 of 2020

IN TEE HIGII COURT OF KERAT,A AT ERNAKULA}!

PRESENT

TIIE HONOT'R,ABLE MR. JUSTICE C. T. R,AVIKUIIAR

&

TIIE HONOURABLE MR. WSTICE K. EARIPAI,

9TEDNESDAY, TrrE 01ST DAy OF Jtt,"'r 2O2O / tOrs ASEADHA.

WP(C).No.104 9 0F 2020 (c)

PETITIONER

R. V. BjAAU, AGED 52 TE]ARS
s/o. vrswANATBAN,
GENER,AL SECRETARY,
HINDU AIKYA VEDI KEB,AIA (REG. NO
2017) , RESIDING AT NAIINAM,
MOOKAIT{BIKA ROAD . NORTTT PARAVOOR,
ERNAKULAI{, KER,NLA- 683 513.

T\rvr/ Ic / L332 -

BY ADVS.SRI . SAJITIT KUIIAR V.
SRI .A.V.VIVEK
SHRT. GOD}TIN JOSEPH

RESPONDENTS

TITE STATE OF KERAI.A
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT,
DEPARTMENT EOR DEVASWOM, GOVT. OF KER,ATA,
SECRETARIAT P.O, THIRUVANANTHAPUR,AM DISTRTCT,
PrN-595 001 .

TRAV}}ICORE DEVAS9TOM BOARD ,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KAUIAR P.O/
THIRIryANA}ITIIAPUR]A!,T DISTRICT, PIN- 6 95 O 03

3

2020:KER:23500
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W.P(C)Nos.10347, 10429, 10s02 and
11283 of 2020

THE TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM COMMISSIONER,
ERAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD, NANDANCODE, KAUIAR
P.O. THIRUVANAT{THAPUR AI{ DISTRICT, pIN-695 003

R1 BY G. P. SRI . T. K. ANANDAKRI SHNAN
R2-3 BY SRI .G.BT,TU,SC,TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD

THIS WRTT PETITION (CIVIL) HAVING BEEN FINATLY EEARD ON
oL.o7 .2020 , AtoNG r{rTH r{p (c) .10341/2020 lp) ,
wp(c) .10502/2020(K'), yfp(c) .LL2s3/2O2Ofil , rHE COURT ON TrrE
SAIIIE DAY DELIVERED THE EOLLOWING:

4

3



2020:KER:23500

W.P.(C)Nos.1034L, 70429, 10502 and
L7283 of 2020

PETITIONER

PRJASANNA KUMAR P., NAVANEETHA}.{,
NADIryAETOM P.O. , PAILIPPAD, EARIPPAD,
ALAPPUZITA. PrN - 590 512.

BY ADVS. SRI .R.KRISHNA RA,'
SlE.E.S.SONI
SI{T. KUMARI SA}TGEETHA S.NAIR

TR,AVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KAWDIAR,
NANTHANCODU,
TIIIRUVANANTIIAPI'RJAM, PIN - 695 OO3.

COMMISSIONER, TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD
KA!{DTAR, NANTHATiICODU,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 OO3.

R1-2 BY SRI .G.BIJU,SC,TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD

THIS WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) HAVING BEEN FINATLY HE"ARD ON
ol .07 .2020 , AroNG WrTH Wp (C) . LO34L/2020 (pl ,
wP (c) .L0429/2020 lc') , r{p (c) .Lt283/2020 (r) , rHE couRr oN rHE
SAME DAY DELIVERED THE TOLLOWING:

5

IN TEE HIGH COI'RT OE KEB,ALA AT ERNAKUI,A!!

PRESENT

THE HONOI'RABLE !{R,..]USTICE C. T. RAVIKUMAR

6

THE HONOUR,ABLE MR. WSTICE K. EARIPAI,

VIEDNESDAY, THE O1ST DAY OF JI]LY 2O2O / 1OTE ASEADHA. 1942

wP(c).No.10502 OF 2020 (K)

RESPONDENTS:

1
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2020:KER:23500

HINDU SEVA KENDRAM
REG NO. 5 53/rv/ 2OL9 ,58/991 ,2ND FLOOR, THAR AKANS
COMPLEX, K.K. PADMANABEAN ROAD,
ERNAKULAIq NORTH P.O.KOCHI , REPRESENTED BY ITS
TREASURER, SREEKUMAR MANKUZHY.

BY ADVS . SRI .R.KRISHNA RA.J
SIIT.E.S.SONI
S!4T. KUMARI SANGEETHA S.NAIR

RESPONDENTS

1 TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KAIIDIAR,
NANTIIANCODU, THIRIryANANTHAPUP"AM, PIN-695 OO3.

2 CoMMISSIONER, TR AVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD,
KAWDIAR, NANTHANCODU,
TBIR(ryANA}iITHAPURAM, PIN-695 OO3.

R1-2 By ADV. SRI .G.SANTSOSH ICUMAR (p).

THIS WRTT PETITION (CIVIL) TIAVING BEEN FINAI.LY EE,ARD ON
oL.o1 .2020 , ALONG WrTH wp (c) . Lo34L/2020 (p) ,
wp lcl .L0429/2020(c), wp(c) .Lo5o2/2020(R), rHE couRr oN rHE
SAME DAY DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING:

IN THE HTGH COI'RT OE KERALA AT ERNAKULAITT

PRESENT

TITE HONOURABLE MR. WSTICE C. T. RAVIKOMAR

E

THE IIONOUR,ABLE MR. WSTICE K. HARIPAL

WEDNESDAY, THE 01ST DAy OF Jt r.y 2O2O / LOTH ASHADEA, 1942

wP(C).No.11283 OF 2020 (r)

PETI TIONER :
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W.P.(C)Nos.1034!, LO4?9, 10502 and
1L283 of 2020

JUDGMENT
Ravikumar, l.

Substantially the same grievance is raised in all the writ

petitions. The grievable declsions qua the petitioners, who are

devotees, are concerned were taken by the Travancore Devaswom

Board (for short 'TDB' only). According to them, TDB resolved to lease

out unused temple properties for cultivation and also to effect sale ot

used movables in temples including pooja articles, shallow vessels

made of bell-metal (Uruli), large vessels, utensits, oil-lamps as also

oblated ornaments of gold and silver etc. In regard to the leasing out

of temple properties for cultivation the TDB took a decision as per

proceedings bearing No.ROC 3986/20/M dated 15.5.2020. The same is

produced as Ext.P5 in W.P.(C)No.10429 of 2020. In fact, Ext.p1 in W.p.

(C)No.10429 of 2020 is an order bearing No.ROC 4939/lL/M dated

30.01.2020 in respect of appropriation ( oilnitcorco" ) of oblated

ornaments of gold and silver and it did not reveal any decision taken to

effect sale of used utensils and oil-lamps and the decision thereunder is

to segregate gold, silver and antique ornaments, record their details in

registers and to prepare a mahazar in respect of the different items.

True that those acts constitute the first step towards deposit of such

7
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W.P(C)Nos.1034t, 70429, 10502 and
11283 of 2020

oblated gold and silver ornaments, not required for ceremonies in

temples, in the 'gold bond' scheme of the Central Government. Various

grounds have been raised by the petitioners to challenge the aforesaid

actions on the part of TDB, Affidavit and additional affidavit have been

filed in W.P.(C)No.10429 of 2020 by the second respondent. In W.P.

(C)No.10341 of 2020 a counter affidavit has been filed on behalf of

respondents l and 2 therein viz., TDB and its Commissioner. In fact, a

statement has also been filed therein. A Statement has been filed in

W.P.(C)No.10502 of 2020 and a counter afFidavit has been filed in W.P.

(C)No.11283 of 2O2O, by TDB and its Commissioner. Obviously, the

same stand has been taken by the respondents in the

statements/affidavits and counter affidavits filed in all the writ petitions.

2. Heard the learned counsel for the petitioners as also the

learned standing counsel appearing for the respondents.

3. We will firstly consider the decision to lease out temple

properties for cultivation. In that regard, it is relevant to note that

along with the additional aFfidavit dated 29.6.2020 filed by the 2nd

respondent in W.P.(C)No.10429 of 2020 proceedings bearing

ROC.No.39B6/20lM dated 20.6.2020 has been produced as Ext.R2(c).

It would reveal that the earlier order dated 15.5.2020 carrying the

decision to lease out properties belonging to the TDB was cancelled. In

I
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W.P.(C)Nos. 10347, 10429, 10502 and
17283 of 2020

the light of the said order nothing survives for consideration in regard

to the aforesaid decision and grievances as the grievable decision is not

now in force.

4. The learned Standing Counsel for TDB would further

submit that it is evident from the said proceedings dated 20.6.2020

that though the objectionable decision to lease out properties to

organizations and individuals was cancelled it is decided by TDB to

utilize the land effectively through staff and Temple Advisory

Committees. In fact, the counter affidavit filed by respondents t and 2,

TDB and its Commissioner, in W.P.(C)No.10341 of 2020 would reveal

the decision in that regard. Obviously, the decision is to cultivate the

land with crops which suit the soil of the particular area concerned and

that the agricultural department has offered to supply necessary seeds,

fertilizers, technical help etc, That apart, it would reveal that the

present proposal is to cultivate vegetables, flowering plants, plantains,

tuber crops, paddy, coconut, arecanut, grass, medicinal plants etc. in

accordance with the suitability of the soil of the area and also the

requirements of the temple concerned. The learned Standing Counsel

would further submit that based on the same policy the lands available

in other institutions belonging to TDB is also proposed to be used for

the aforesaid purposes. The learned counsel for the petitioners also

9
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W.P.(C)Nos.1034L, 70429, 10502 and
11283 of 2020

10

submitted that the said proposal is to be implemented in letter and

spirit. We also feel that the said proposal to carry out such cultivation

without leasing out the properties is a welcome change in the policy and

an ideal decision and certainly keeping arable land uncultivated is not

advlsable.

5. Regarding the grievance on segregation of oblated

ornaments of gold and silver items, antique ornaments etc., evidently,

the apprehension of the petitioners is that the segregation is for the

purpose of effecting sale without obtaining permission of this Couft.

The learned Standing Counsel would submit that as is evident from

Ext.P1 order in W.P.(C)No.10429 of 2020 presently the decision is only

to segregate such materials and also to prepare a mahazar/inventory

therefor. A close scrutiny of Ext.P1 order would reveal the avowed

purpose. The 'epitome' given atop the order needs reference in view of

the submission and it reads thus:-

mJo(rnoo

oi<oojkorc.pri cc.lcrur" cmrcdoilcD- elldqp co*agrcnqcsq" rotg"dlrrUeqcsq"

@crl(Eo]o)cD" oo4o.l$olo)d - c6ru@.!(Boc(n ",om cruoilojl dlc"3cr8J - cnscuocrtccpil

erilejlsee crurrism. ooFdl oraagos ollnjlccorctn" ru"eumri{."

Thus, the epitome would suggest it

appropriation of oblated gold and silver

tsa proposal regarding

articles, not required for
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ceremonies in temples, pursuant to a report of a study committee on

Income of Temples. What is stated immediately below ,reference,

would further reveal that their segregation is actually the first step for

depositing them in gold bond scheme of the Central Government, for

generating revenue. It reads thus:-

" or*,g .r*."- 
".:orn mroiloiiqers .ra.Scdsloa rnsooocoil erdlqjllEE crurdqm"

o.!eE!l .r66,eos oikrrcrorc@" rru.dnjfir.ul4 olermra IV oi os.lroorcqo
a,c6rIil6)(o)cq0o elril6(m (ruld6B" o()gE! oJ66Elkifl c@s(O(oldjloej ojs@q6oa6)'
orgo(otro6lgcoro d .!a6ua qoaoc 69<6"Edl a6m6roej$uto)- orr.lcdgooq,
.r5@au8 .,rcejl-d poinulc tncr:oeru@oe dnud.y E xca; qo5.!o t G$c"jlqjheE
c@c(iruj c6ruc6rr4(i orc6s ojl4cd Goanol crgoaei<ooccol<daeo<ro.
url.Hcdgooqkd clrooccn" etdlormroco6mfiD" cr6oqqo. p6rrl. dl oll.,vor" .rr0-4
odqJ cdDlcduf -{c!os ojlocilarm orroacro" ooaoocerE."

Howeve4 we do not think it necessary to delve into the matter any

further in view of the submission made by the learned Standing counsel

for TDB Sri.G.Biju that even after segregation those articles would not

be appropriated in any manner without obtaining permission from this

Co u rt.

6. From the aforesaid submissions and materials on record

it is thus evident that, as on today, the decision of TDB is only to effect

segregation of such materials. We do not find any objectionable aspect

in the said action of segregation. Needless to say that after such

segregation m a haza r/inventory in respect of each and every type of

items shall be prepared. In view of the submission made by the
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W.P(C)Nos. 1034t, 70429, 10502 and
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72

learned Standing Counsel that none of those items would be

appropriated without obtaining permission of this Court we are of the

view that there is no room for any apprehension for the petitioners that

after segregation without obtaining permission of this Court those

materials would be sold out or appropriated in any manner. The

submission in that regard, referred to hereinbefore, made by the

learned Standing Counsel is recorded.

Accordingly, the writ petitions are disposed of with the

aforesaid observations and recording the submissions made as above.

sd/-
C.T.RAVIKUMAR

Judge

sd/-
K.HARIPAL

Judge

TKS



W.P(c)Nos.10347, !0429, 10s02 and
lLZ83 of 2020

2020:KER:23500

THE CIRCULAR OF THE 1ST RESPONDENT
4 .2020 .

13

APPENDIX OF WP(C) LO34L/2O2O

EXHIBIT P1 COPY OF
DATED 30

EXHIBIT P2 COPY OF THE MEDIA REPORT DATED 17.5.2020.

R.ESPONDENTS I EXHIBITS:

EXIIIBIT R1 (a) TRUE COPY OF TIIE TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM PATTOM
RULES 1952.

EXHIBIT R1 (b) TRUE COPY OF THE DRJAFT AGREEMENT DATED NIL.

EXITIBIT R1 (c) TRUE COPY OF THE NEWS REPORT PITBTISHED IN MEIRO
VARTHA DArLY DATED 07 /06/2020.

TKS

PETITIONER' S EXHIBITS :



ffi
2020:KER:23500

W.P(C)Nos.1034l, 70429, 10502 and
tLZ83 of ?O2O
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APPENDIX OF wP (c) 10 429 2020
PETITIONER' S EXHTBITS :

EXHTBTT p1 A TRUE COpy oF TgE R.O.C NO. 4939/11lM DATED
30.01.2020 ISSUED ON BEI{ALF OF TgE TRAVANCORE
DEVASITOM BOARD.

EXHIBIT P2 A TRT,E COPY OF THE PETTTION DATED 22 .05.2020
SUBMITTED TO THE 3RD RESPONDENT.

EXHIBIT P3 A ERUE COPY OE THE REPORT DATED 21.05.2020 IN
}IATERI'BEI'MI DAILY .

EXHIBIT P4 A TRI'E COPY OF TEE REPORT DATED 21.05.2020 IN
MAIiIGAIJA}4 DATLY .

EXHIBIT P5 R.O.C

EXHIBIT P6

RES

ANNEXURE-R2 (a) TRUE COPY
4 .L .20L2
OMBI'DSMAN.

OF ORDER
TOGETHER

IN DBA
WTTE

. NO. 3985/20lM DArED
BEIIAIF OF TITE 2ND

NO.59/2011 DATED
TITE REPORT OF

A TRUE COPY
15.05.2020
RESPONDENT.

OF THE
ISSUED ON

A TRI'E COPY OF TITE REPORT IN !'ATiI}4ABITI'UI DAITY
DATED 24.05.2020.

SI EXH BITS:

AITNEXURE-R2 (b) TRUE COpy OE CTRCULAR DATED 30.4.2020 ISSTTED
BY THE TRAVANCORE DEVASIIOM BOARD.

EXIIIBIT-R2 (c) TRIrE CoPY OA PROCEEDTNGS Roc
DATED 20.06.2020 OE THE RESPONDENT.

No.3986/20/yr

TKS



W.P.(C)Nos.1034L, 70429, 10s02 and
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APPENDIX OF wP (c) 10502 2020

EXITIBIT P1

EXHIBIT P2

ANNEXURE -R1 (a) TRIrE COPY
4.t.20L2
OMBUDSIIAI{.

TKS

COPY OF THE ORDER OF TIIE 1ST RESPOI{DENT DTD
30.01.2020.

COPY OE TI{E ORDER OF TITE 1ST RESPONDENT DTD
30.01.2020.

EXHIBIT P3 COPY OF TITE I,TTER,ATURE OF GOLD BOND,

RESPONDENTS I EXI{IBITS:

OE ORDER
TOGETHER

IN DBA
WITI{

NO.59/2011 DATED
TIIE REPORT OF

2020:KER:23500

PETITIONER'S EXHIBITS :



EXHIBIT P1

EXIIIBIT P2

RESPONDENT S' EXEIBITS:

EXHIBIT R1 A

2020: KER:23500

W.P.(C)Nos.10341, 70429, 10502 and
1L283 of 2020
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APPENDIX OE WP (c) LL283/2020

COPY OF TEE CIRCULAR OE TT{E 1ST RESPONDENT
DATED 30.4.2020

COPY OF TITE MEDIA REPORT JAI{MABHWI DAILY
NEWS PAPER DATED 17.5,2020

TRI'E COPY OF TIiE NEWS REPORT PI'BLISIIED IN
METRO VARTIIA DAILY DATED 07/05/2020.

EXHIBIT R1 B TRUE COPY OF THE TRAVAI.ICORE DEVASWOM PATTOM
RULES. 1952.

EXIIIBIT R3 C TRI'E COPY OF THE DR,AFT AGREEMENT FORMULATED
BY THE TR,AVANCORE DEVASTIOM BOARD.

TKS

PETITIONER'S EXHIBITS :


