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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM

PRESENT

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE C.T.RAVIKUMAR

WEDNESDAY,

PETITIONER:

RESPONDENTS :

1

&
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE K.HARIPAL
THE 01ST DAY OF JULY 2020 / 10TH ASHADHA, 1942

WP (C) .No.10341 OF 2020 (P)

DEEPTHY K VASUDEVAN, AGED 43 YEARS
D/O.P.K.VASUDEVAN PILLAI, FLAT # 304,
SURESH HARI VILLU, STREET NO.9, WEST
MARREDPALLY, SECUNDERABAD-500026. MANAGING
TRUSTEE,

HAINDAVEEYAM FOUNDATION.

BY ADVS.SRI.R.KRISHNA RAJ
SMT.E.S.SONI
SMT .KUMARI SANGEETHA S.NAIR

TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM EOARD,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KAWDIAR,
NANTHANCODU, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN-695003.

COMMISSIONER, TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD, KAWDIAR,
NANTHANCODU, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN-695003.

VISWA HINDU PARISHAD,

REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, HINDU SAMSKARIKA
KENDRAM, PAVAKKULAM TEMPLE COMPLEX,

KALOOR, KOCHI, KERALA-682017.

HINDU AIKYA VEDI,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, SAMANWAYA BHAVAN,
KOTTAYKKAKAM.P.O. (FORT) , THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
KERALA-695023.
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5 BHARATHEEYA KSHETHRA SAMRAKSHANA SAMITHI,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KENATHUPARAMRBU,
KALMANDAPAM, PALAKKAD, KERALA-678001.

6 SABARIMALA AYYAPPA SEVA SAMAJAM,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KESAVA SMRUTHI,
KALLARAKADAVU, PATHANAMTHITTA-689645, KERALA,

Addl. 7 G.UDAYAKUMAR, AGED 48 YEARS, S/0.MAHADEVAN,
RESIDING AT KUNNAMPALLY AGARAM, NORTH STREET,
KAZHAKOOTTAM, TRIVANDRUM-695 588.

(ADDL.R7 IS IMPLEADED AS PER ORDER DATED
1.7.2020 IN I.A.NO.1 OF 2020)

R1-2 BY ADV. SRI.G.SANTHOSH KUMAR (P).
R7 BY ADV. S.ANANTHAKRISHNAN

R7 BY ADV. SRI.N.KRISHNA PRASAD

R7 BY ADV. SMT.ANU S NAIR

THIS WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) HAVING BEEN FINALLY HEARD ON
01.07.2020, ALONG WITH WP(C) .10429/2020(C),
WP(C) .10502/2020(K) & WP(C).11283/2020(I), THE COURT ON THE
SAME DAY DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING:
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM

PRESENT

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE C.T.RAVIKUMAR

WEDNESDAY,

PETITIONER:

RESPONDENTS :

1

&
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE K.HARIPAL

THE 01ST DAY OF JULY 2020 / 10TH ASHADHA, 1942

WP(C) .No.10429 OF 2020(C)

R.V.BABU,AGED 52 YEARS

S/O. VISWANATHAN,

GENERAL SECRETARY,

HINDU AIKYA VEDI KERALA (REG. NO. TVM/TC/1332-
2017) , RESIDING AT NALINAM,

MOOKAMBIKA ROAD, NORTH PARAVOOR,

ERNAKULAM, KERALA-683 513.

BY ADVS.SRI.SAJITH KUMAR V.
SRI.A.V.VIVEK
SHRI.GODWIN JOSEPH

THE STATE OF KERALA

REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT,
DEPARTMENT FOR DEVASWOM, GOVT. OF KERALA,
SECRETARIAT P.O, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM DISTRICT,
PIN-695 001.

TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD ,
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KAUIAR P.O,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM DISTRICT, PIN-695 003
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3 THE TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM COMMISSIONER,
TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD, NANDANCODE, KAUIAR
P.0O, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM DISTRICT, PIN-695 003

Rl BY G.P.SRI.T.K.ANANDAKRISHNAN
R2-3 BY SRI.G.BIJU,SC,TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD

THIS WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) HAVING BEEN FINALLY HEARD ON
01.07.2020, ALONG WITH WP(C) .10341/2020(P),
WP(C) .10502/2020(K), WP(C).11283/2020(I), THE COURT ON THE
SAME DAY DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING:
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM
PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE C.T.RAVIKUMAR
&
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE K.HARIPAL

WEDNESDAY, THE 01ST DAY OF JULY 2020 / 10TH ASHADHA, 1942

WP (C) .No.10502 OF 2020 (K)

PETITIONER:

PRASANNA KUMAR P., NAVANEETHAM,
NADUVATTOM P.O.,PALLIPPAD, HARIPPAD,
ALAPPUZHA, PIN - 690 512.

BY ADVS.SRI.R.KRISHNA RAJ
SMT.E.S.SONI
SMT .KUMARI SANGEETHA S.NAIR

RESPONDENTS :

1 TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KAWDIAR,
NANTHANCODU,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 003.

2 COMMISSIONER, TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM EOARD
KAWDIAR, NANTHANCODU,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 003.

R1-2 BY SRI.G.BIJU,SC,TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD

THIS WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) HAVING BEEN FINALLY HEARD ON
01.07.2020, ALONG WITH WP (C) .10341/2020 (P) ,
WP(C) .10429/2020(C), WP(C).11283/2020(I), THE COURT ON THE
SAME DAY DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING:
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM
PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE C.T.RAVIKUMAR
&
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE K.HARIPAL
WEDNESDAY, THE 01ST DAY OF JULY 2020 / 10TH ASHADHA, 1942

WP(C) .No.11283 OF 2020(I)

PETITIONER:
HINDU SEVA KENDRAM
REG NO.563/1V/2019,68/991,2ND FLOOR, THARAKANS
COMPLEX, K.K.PADMANABHAN ROAD,
ERNAKULAM NORTH P.O.KOCHI, REPRESENTED BY ITS
TREASURER, SREEKUMAR MANKUZHY.
BY ADVS.SRI.R.KRISHNA RAJ
SMT.E.S.SONI
SMT . KUMARI SANGEETHA S.NAIR
RESPONDENTS :
1 TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD
REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, KAWDIAR,
NANTHANCODU, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN-695 003.
2 COMMISSIONER, TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD,

KAWDIAR, NANTHANCODU,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN-695 003.

R1-2 BY ADV. SRI.G.SANTHOSH KUMAR (P).

THIS WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) HAVING BEEN FINALLY HEARD ON
01.07.2020, ALONG WITH WP(C) .10341/2020(P),
WP(C) .10429/2020(C), WP(C).10502/2020(K), THE COURT ON THE
SAME DAY DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING:
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JUDGMENT

Ravikumar, J.

Substantially the same grievance is raised in all the writ
petitions.  The grievable decisions qua the petitioners, who are
devotees, are concerned were taken by the Travancore Devaswom
Board (for short 'TDB' only). According to them, TDB resolved to lease
out unused temple properties for cultivation and also to effect sale of
used movables in temples including pooja articles, shallow vessels
made of bell-metal (Uruli), large vessels, utensils, oil-lamps as also
oblated ornaments of gold and silver etc. In regard to the leasing out
of temple properties for cultivation the TDB took a decision as per
proceedings bearing No.ROC 3986/20/M dated 15.5.2020. The same is
produced as Ext.P5 in W.P.(C)N0.10429 of 2020. In fact, Ext.P1 in W.P.

(C)N0.10429 of 2020 is an order bearing No.ROC 4939/11/M dated

30.01.2020 in respect of appropriation (aldewon. ) of oblated
ornaments of gold and silver and it did not reveal any decision taken to
effect sale of used utensils and oil-lamps and the decision thereunder is
to segregate gold, silver and antique ornaments, record their details in
registers and to prepare a mahazar in respect of the different items.

True that those acts constitute the first step towards deposit of such
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oblated gold and silver ornaments, not required for ceremonies in
temples, in the 'gold bond' scheme of the Central Government. Various
grounds have been raised by the petitioners to challenge the aforesaid
actions on the part of TDB. Affidavit and additional affidavit have been
filed in W.P.(C)N0.10429 of 2020 by the second respondent. In W.P.
(C)N0.10341 of 2020 a counter affidavit has been filed on behalf of
respondents 1 and 2 therein viz., TDB and its Commissioner. In fact, a
statement has also been filed therein. A Statement has been filed in
W.P.(C)N0.10502 of 2020 and a counter affidavit has been filed in W.P.
(C)No0.11283 of 2020, by TDB and its Commissioner. Obviously, the
same stand has been taken by the respondents in the
statements/affidavits and counter affidavits filed in all the writ petitions.

2. Heard the learned counsel for the petitioners as also the
learned standing counsel appearing for the respondents.

3. We will firstly consider the decision to lease out temple
properties for cultivation. In that regard, it is relevant to note that
along with the additional affidavit dated 29.6.2020 filed by the 2™
respondent in W.P.(C)No0.10429 of 2020 proceedings bearing
ROC.N0.3986/20/M dated 20.6.2020 has been produced as Ext.R2(c).
It would reveal that the earlier order dated 15.5.2020 carrying the

decision to lease out properties belonging to the TDB was cancelled. In
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the light of the said order nothing survives for consideration in regard
to the aforesaid decision and grievances as the grievable decision is not
now in force.

4. The learned Standing Counsel for TDB would further
submit that it is evident from the said proceedings dated 20.6.2020
that though the objectionable decision to lease out properties to
organizations and individuals was cancelled it is decided by TDB to
utilize the land effectively through staff and Temple Advisory
Committees. In fact, the counter affidavit filed by respondents 1 and 2,
TDB and its Commissioner, in W.P.(C)N0.10341 of 2020 would reveal
the decision in that regard. Obviously, the decision is to cultivate the
land with crops which suit the soil of the particular area concerned and
that the agricultural department has offered to supply necessary seeds,
fertilizers, technical help etc. That apart, it would reveal that the
present proposal is to cultivate vegetables, flowering plants, plantains,
tuber crops, paddy, coconut, arecanut, grass, medicinal plants etc. in
accordance with the suitability of the soil of the area and also the
requirements of the temple concerned. The learned Standing Counsel
would further submit that based on the same policy the lands available
in other institutions belonging to TDB is also proposed to be used for

the aforesaid purposes. The learned counsel for the petitioners also
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submitted that the said proposal is to be implemented in letter and
spirit. We also feel that the said proposal to carry out such cultivation
without leasing out the properties is a welcome change in the policy and
an ideal decision and certainly keeping arable land uncultivated is not
advisable.

5. Regarding the grievance on segregation of oblated
ornaments of gold and silver items, antique ornaments etc., evidently,
the apprehension of the petitioners is that the segregation is for the
purpose of effecting sale without obtaining permission of this Court.
The learned Standing Counsel would submit that as is evident from
Ext.P1 order in W.P.(C)N0.10429 of 2020 presently the decision is only
to segregate such materials and also to prepare a mahazar/inventory
therefor. A close scrutiny of Ext.P1 order would reveal the avowed
purpose. The 'epitome' given atop the order needs reference in view of
the submission and it reads thus:-

TelaDo

olmalooegd  esamle  esuodilal SFaps  cAN@ABEESRe  AYLTYSHSEsDYo
WUBODM: OD4OASOM® = eoM@UMBOM alom qudl deajods = msaieI

al@'l_rg]ggg ruidee eusg QU BHBOS allmle@ows (ruosmcm)'lsj’.”

Thus, the epitome would suggest it is a proposal regarding

appropriation of oblated gold and silver articles, not required for



m .:xqt' ._ ﬂk_
2020:KER:23500

W.P.(C)Nos.10341, 10429, 10502 and 11
11283 of 2020

ceremonies in temples, pursuant to a report of a study committee on
Income of Temples. What is stated immediately below 'reference'
would further reveal that their segregation is actually the first step for
depositing them in gold bond scheme of the Central Government, for
generating revenue. It reads thus:-

“m@ amaom alom qudeiges deajodger msawaool aidalges mudege

eagdl aseges aldle@ome  queenimully  ewemuile IV @ MSQURMIWY.

HeMEWIRe eidemm qudem. eugg Aleegkd CHUDOTIO  aISEEREUDE

aRaRdepem & Qs TYesmo @Sl  @emasieIgoTY UWlapdgennd

agaeud anely] oadowp wassadled dmudal  ewoms gesum aealalges

ewomdouy e6TUDETEIDD lessiallajoad [aolwlog myeesimaidannnm.

lejodgeadia’ amaom. eidemamosemmos dldeguos o6, 8l QlaU®o aldg

®a1g) eende gyues alludesm dlmadm. ee@eeEeng.
However, we do not think it necessary to delve into the matter any
further in view of the submission made by the learned Standing Counsel
for TDB Sri.G.Biju that even after segregation those articles would not
be appropriated in any manner without obtaining permission from this
Court,

6. From the aforesaid submissions and materials on record
it is thus evident that, as on today, the decision of TDB is only to effect
segregation of such materials. We do not find any objectionable aspect
in the said action of segregation. Needless to say that after such

segregation mahazar/inventory in respect of each and every type of

items shall be prepared. In view of the submission made by the
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learned Standing Counsel that none of those items would be
appropriated without obtaining permission of this Court we are of the
view that there is no room for any apprehension for the petitioners that
after segregation without obtaining permission of this Court those
materials would be sold out or appropriated in any manner. The
submission in that regard, referred to hereinbefore, made by the
learned Standing Counsel is recorded.

Accordingly, the writ petitions are disposed of with the

aforesaid observations and recording the submissions made as above.

Sd/-
C.T.RAVIKUMAR
Judge

Sd/-
K.HARIPAL
Judge

TKS
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APPENDIX OF WP(C) 10341/2020

PETITIONER'S EXHIBITS:

EXHIBIT Pl COPY OF THE CIRCULAR OF THE 1ST RESPONDENT
DATED 30.4.2020.

EXHIBIT P2 COPY OF THE MEDIA REPORT DATED 17.5.2020.

RESPONDENTS' EXHIBITS:

EXHIBIT Rl (a) TRUE COPY OF THE TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM PATTOM
RULES 1952.

EXHIBIT R1l(b) TRUE COPY OF THE DRAFT AGREEMENT DATED NIL.

EXHIBIT Rl (c) TRUE COPY OF THE NEWS REPORT PUBLISHED IN METRO
VARTHA DAILY DATED 07/06/2020.

TKS
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APPENDIX OF WP(C) 10429/2020

PETITIONER'S EXHIBITS:

EXHIBIT P1 A TRUE COPY OF THE R.O.C NO. 4939/11/M DATED
30.01.2020 ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE TRAVANCORE
DEVASWOM BOARD.

EXHIBIT P2 A TRUE COPY OF THE PETITION DATED 22.05.2020
SUBMITTED TO THE 3RD RESPONDENT.

EXHIBIT P3 A TRUE COPY OF THE REPORT DATED 21.05.2020 IN
MATHRUBHUMI DAILY.

EXHIBIT P4 A TRUE COPY OF THE REPORT DATED 21.05.2020 IN
MANGALAM DAILY.

EXHIBIT PS5 A TRUE COPY OF THE R.O.C. NO. 3986/20/M DATED
15.05.2020 ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE 2ND
RESPONDENT.

EXHIBIT P6 A TRUE COPY OF THE REPORT IN JANMABHUMI DAILY
DATED 24.05.2020.

RESPONDENTS' EXHIBITS:

ANNEXURE-R2 (a) TRUE COPY OF ORDER IN DBA NO.59/2011 DATED
4.1.2012 TOGETHER WITH THE REPORT OF
OMBUDSMAN .

ANNEXURE-R2 (b) TRUE COPY OF CIRCULAR DATED 30.4.2020 ISSUED
BY THE TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD.

EXHIBIT-R2 (c) TRUE COPY OF PROCEEDINGS ROC NO.3986/20/M
DATED 20.06.2020 OF THE RESPONDENT.

TKS
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APPENDIX OF WP(C) 10502/2020

PETITIONER'S EXHIBITS:

EXHIBIT Pl COPY OF THE ORDER OF THE 1ST RESPONDENT DTD.
30.01.2020.

EXHIBIT P2 COPY OF THE ORDER OF THE 1ST RESPONDENT DTD.
30.01.2020.

EXHIBIT P3 COPY OF THE LITERATURE OF GOLD BOND.

RESPONDENTS' EXHIBITS:

ANNEXURE-R1 (a) TRUE COPY OF ORDER IN DBA NO.59/2011 DATED
4.1.2012 TOGETHER WITH THE REPORT OF
OMBUDSMAN.

TKS
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APPENDIX OF WP(C) 11283/2020

PETITIONER'S EXHIBITS:

EXHIBIT P1 COPY OF THE CIRCULAR OF THE 1ST RESPONDENT
DATED 30.4.2020

EXHIBIT P2 COPY OF THE MEDIA REPORT JANMABHUMI DAILY
NEWS PAPER DATED 17.5.2020

RESPONDENTS' EXHIBITS:

EXHIBIT R1 A TRUE COPY OF THE NEWS REPORT PUBLISHED IN
METRO VARTHA DAILY DATED 07/06/2020.

EXHIBIT R1 B TRUE COPY OF THE TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM PATTOM
RULES, 1952.

EXHIBIT R3 C TRUE COPY OF THE DRAFT AGREEMENT FORMULATED
BY THE TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD.

TKS



