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Thoughts as we gather:
The Church Lives Under the Cross of Christ and Prays in the Hope of His Mercy

By her persistent prayer that Jesus would have mercy and help her (Matt.
15:22, 24), and even in the face of His initial silence and apparent rejection
(Matt. 15:23-26), the Canaanite woman boldly confessed her faith in Him
(Matt. 15:27-28). Her beautiful example encourages us to cling to the words
and promises of the Gospel, even in the face of the Law that accuses and
condemns us. “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom.
11:29), and His Law “has consigned all to disobedience” for the very pur-
pose “that He may have mercy on all” (Rom. 11:32). Hence, the woman’s
faith and hope were not disappointed, but her prayers were answered in the
mercy of Christ. Not only does He grant us the crumbs from His table, but
He also feeds us with “the children’s bread” in the house of His Father
(Matt. 15:26-27). He has brought us to His “holy mountain,” and He makes
us joyful in His house, where He hears our prayers and accepts our sacrifice
of praise upon the altar of His cross (Is. 56:7).

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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serve Thee, Light of my soul, my oy,  my crown.
pur - er,  He  makes our sor - rwing spir - it sing,
pur - er Than all the an - gels in the sky.
ra - tion Now and [or - ev - gr - more  be Thine!
Text: Minsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Minster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

P

Kneel/Stand

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

Psalm 28:1-2, 6-7; antiphon: v. 8

The Lorb is the strength of His people;
He is the saving refuge of His anointed.
To You, O Lorp, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if You be silent to me, I become like those who go down to
the pit.
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to You for help,
when I lift up my hands toward Y our most holy sanctuary.
Blesséd be the LORD!
For He has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
The Lorb is my strength and my shield; in Him my heart trusts, and I
am helped;
my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to Him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lorb is the strength of His people;
He is the saving refuge of His anointed.

LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cv.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

¢ e e R

e
o

Lord, have mer - cy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,  have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

n J— L
[ . | il ™ | | | |
Fb p | | | |
O - =“i - I
») e

A - men



THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

P

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many
blessings even though we are undeserving. In every trial and tempta-
tion grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and mer-
cy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING
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- men,

'Thus says the LORD:
“Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon My salvation will come,

and My deliverance be revealed. . . .

%<And the foreigners who join themselves to the LorD,
to minister to Him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be His servants,

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast My covenant—

"these I will bring to My holy mountain,
and make them joyful in My house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on My altar;

for My house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”

5The Lord Gop,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,

“I will gather yet others to Him
besides those already gathered.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8



PSALM Psalm 67; antiphon: v. 5

'May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make His face to shine upon us,
’that Your way may be known on earth,
Your saving power among all nations.
3Let the peoples praise You, O God;
let all the peoples praise You'

“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for You judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

>Let the peoples praise You, O God;
let all the peoples praise You'

The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.

"God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear Him!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32

'T ask, then, has God rejected His people? By no means! For I myself am
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.’God
has not Tej jected His people whom He foreknew. .

“Now I am speaking to you Gentlles Inasmuch then as I am an apostle

to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry '*in order somehow to make my fellow
Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. "*For if their rejection means the
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the
dead? .
As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake But as regards
election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. ’For the gifts and
the calhng of God are irrevocable. *’Just as you were at one time drsobedlent to
God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, *'so they too
have now been drsobedrent in order that by the mercy shown to you they also
may now receive mercy. *For God has consigned all to disobedience, that He
may have mercy on all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21-28

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.

G Toe 4l
Glo - 1y to You, O Lord.

*'Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Si-
don. *And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was cry-
ing, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely op-
pressed by a demon.” *But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples
came and begged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.”
*He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”” *But
she came and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, help me.” % And He answered, “It
is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” ’She said,
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”
*Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as
you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

AR
b Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit



510 A Multitude Comes from the East and the West
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Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802-80; tr. Peer O. Strémme, 1856-1921, adapt.
Tune: Swedish, 1694
Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON
Stand
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

O Lord, grant us and Your whole Church on earth unity and harmony,
that our life may be marked by worship, witness, prayer and service to
those within and outside of the household of faith. Lord, in Your mer-
cy,

hear our prayer.

O God, bless those who faithfully serve us in Your name, including
our Synod president; Matthew, our district president; Mike, our pas-
tor; and all church workers. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Caring Father, visit the homes of Your people. Keep them from all
harm and danger, and grant that we would dwell together in peace
under the protection of Your holy angels. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, grant that the government and those who protect us
may keep justice and do righteousness for Your name’s sake and ac-
cording to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, care for those who cry to You, whether beset with
grief, sorrow, pain or trouble /especially /. Be pleased
for Christ’s sake to answer them according to Your will. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

12



(P} Merciful Lord, bless all who are about to receive Christ’s body and
blood from this altar. Grant that these crumbs from Your table may
strengthen us in faith and love, united with You and our neighbors.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Gracious God, grant that the Church may steadfastly proclaim Your
irrevocable gifts and calling, that the disobedient may receive mer-
cy, and that those who hear become grafted onto Jesus Christ, the
true vine. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P) Lord God, giver of all that is good, mercifully hear the prayers of
Your people and grant us Your grace, that we may endure the
changes and chances of this mortal life and be found worthy when
our Savior comes to bring to completion all things; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Communion Statement

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body
and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with
Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they
may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that
of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive
the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder.

PREFACE LSB 160
(P} The Lord be with you.
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And  al - so with you,
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(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlast-
ing God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all
things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For
our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to
death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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AR B U I

'y
Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ryv. Ho - san-na. Ho -

\
|
|

- -
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

J
(

e
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

@

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spir-
it. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids
us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glo-
ry, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162

P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My "I+ body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My *}+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Sit
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637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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Ay in this  feast of  love You  bless us now,

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord
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| The death of TIe - sus Christ, our Lord, We cel - ¢ -
2 He blot-ted  out with His own blood The judg - ment
3 That this for - ev - er (e shall  be He gives a
4 His Word pro - claims and we be - licve That in  this
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy  and hap - pi - ness
tone - ment made, And  all our debt He ful - Iy pald
Sup - per here We taste Ilis love 50 sweet, S0 Tedr.
as He  said, His ver -y blood  for  sin - ners shed.
5  We dare not ask how this can be,
But simply hold the mystery
And trust this word where life begins:
“Given and shed for all your sins.”
6  They who this word do not believe
This food unworthily receive,
Salvation here will never find—
May we this warning keep in mind!
7  Butblest is each believing guest
Who in these promises finds rest;
For Jesus shall in love remain
With all who here His grace obtain.
8  Help us sincerely to believe
That we may worthily receive
Your Supper and in You find rest.
Amen! They who believe are blest.
Text (sts. 1-4, 6-8): Haquin Spegel, 1645-1714; (sts. 1-4, 6-8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841-1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said



(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.

THANK THE LORD LSB 164

e em e L J el

e =
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-lv bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in  joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing, Al-le-1u - ja, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P] Letus pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of
the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.
Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that,
on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, cele-
brate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION LSB 166

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Sit

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus,  All our sins and gricfs o bear!
2 Have we  tr1 - als and temp-ta-tions? s there trou-ble  an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y lad - en. Cum-bered with o load of care?
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What o priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev - ryv-thing to God m prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour-aged— Take it 1o the Lord in praver.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge Take it to the Lord in prayer.
f I p— —
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Oh. what peace we  of - ten for - feit;  Oh, what need-less pain we bear
Can we  find 2 friend so faith-tul - Who will all  our sor-rows share?
Do thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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All be-cause we do not car - ry  Ev - Try-thing 1o God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our  ev - 'ty weak-ness—Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In  His arms He'll take and shield thee;, Thou wilt find a  sol-ace there.

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-86
Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918
Text and tune: Public domain
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August 16 — Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 15:27 — “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their masters’ table.” These are the words of faith, for faith means
receiving what God gives. And God has given us so much more than just the
crumbs that fall from the table — He has given us life, salvation, body and
soul, eyes and ears, possessions and income. That’s where our stewardship
starts: with faith in the God who is the greatest Giver.
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SERVING SERVICE TODAY:

ELDER Rick Ferrell

HEAD USHER Bruce Benson

READER Joshua Harris
SUNDAY READINGS

The readings for Sunday, August 23, 2026, are:

Isaiah 51:1-6

Psalm 138 (antiphon: v. 8)
Romans 11:33-12:8
Matthew 16:13-20
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THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION

Sun. (08/16) 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
Wed. (08/19) 11:30 a.m.
Sun. (08/23) 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
ATTENDANCE:
08/09/2026 9:00 a.m.
OFFERING:
Needed weekly: $ 4,501.00
Rec’vd. 08/09/2026 § 4236.67
Short Weekly $ (264.33)
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Service
Bible Study

Bible Study
Service
Bible Study
55
Needed YTD $ 144,032.00
Rec’vd YTD $149.275.58
Over YTD $ 5,243.58



ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome you and invite you to join us for coffee in the Fellowship Hall after service. Be
sure to check in with Debbie in the Narthex before service. Visitors are asked to sign the guest
book in the Narthex, please include your address and home church. If this is your first time
attending Holy Communion at Ascension, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder prior to the
service.

TRUSTEES

Thank you to all that have donated towards the replacement boiler and AC r epair
projects. Please continue to support these two necessary projects. Envelopes for your
donation are in the Narthex.

CRAFT FAIR

We will be having a craft fair on September 26 during the LWML event. Any dona-
tions of handmade items would be greatly appreciated.
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UPCOMINCG

Saturday, September 26™—LWML Zone Celebration at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, October 18™ — Oktoberfest Potluck at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, November 29" — Advent by Candlelight - immediately after service at
approximately 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 13" — Congregational Christmas Party- at 1:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall
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Prayer and Praises” is your personal invitation to join with the Prayer Ministry of our church in
daily prayer. If you would like someone to stay on the prayer list, please call the church office at
760-247-7392, put your request on the prayer cards in the church, or go on-line at
www.ascensionav.org. Otherwise, names will be removed after TWO months.

ACCORDING TO THEIR NEED:

Angela Alder
Tricia Blake
Durfee Family
Gaylon Pastella
Gwen Strasburg
Adriana

Dave Anderson
Marilyn Belka
Grayson Blomberg
Karrie Burke
Marcia Byron
Lane Ceballos
David Chavez
Patrick Coole
Scott Crawley
Kathy Davis

Mary Diaz

John & Ann Duran
Daniel Ellis

Alicia Ferrell
Christian Frash
Faigie Gawn
Grace Glass
Roger Hall

Jace Haynes
Harry Heike
Beveryln Johnson
Emma Kraus
Addison Lange
Melody LeGray
Kelly Marscheider
Debbie Martinez
Brian McMahan
Dave Meyer
Belita & Richard Nash
David Parker
Seung-Hee Pastella
Michele Rawlins
Riley Family

Bea Shelby
Barbara Sosa
Cyndy Todd
Sheryl Truslow
Donna Wagers
Joe Waters

Curtis Wise

Grief & Strength:
Family of Marcia Bowren

Mary Beuerle
Devin Coole
Jennifer Millgate
Mildred Sears

Rory Tighe

Bob Albert

Greg Arida

Vivian Bingnam
Sue Boers

Kyle Burton

Mari Caroland
Maddie Cervantes
Christy

Robert Coole
William Creek
Nick & Julie DeRose
Christine Dunne
Egger Family

Heidi Evans
Eleanor Fetterman
Jillian Garcia

Chris Gibson
Government

Pastor Harris
Jeanne Hecksel
Stephen Hodges
Bud Justice

Steve Kuhn

Debbie Lange
Frank Liedtky & Family
Epris Martin

Tom & Joan Mason
Catherine McNeil
Military

Adam Nieto

Glenn & Nancy Pastella
Tim & Marguerite Pastella
Peggy Rhoades

Bill Robertson
Short Family
Georgina Soto
Joshua Todd
Denise Turner
Phyllis Walton
Sharon Waters
John Worstell

Thanksgiving:
Judy Meadows

Charles Blake
Judy Cutler
Beverly Moglich
Kevin Smith

Mike Adams
Brendan Anderson
MaryAnn Beck
Bill & Jan Blanton
Crista Brenden
Gabrielle Butcher
Dan Catherwood
Carolyne Chaney
Cathy Connors
Coreena

John Davis

Matt DeWitt
Kelley Dunne

Don Eliason

Lynn Fairgrief
Charity Frash
Chrissie Gates
Zoey Gilman
Raquel Gudino
Kelly Havens
Justin Hedden & Family
Kareem Jacobs
Billy K

Randy Lam

LaPria & Family
Anthony Lopez
Chelo Martinez
David McDonald
Linda Merkle
Grace Miskimen
Park Family
Richard & Alice Pastella
Mel & Mary Quecke
Dave Riffel
Noreen Selle
Ashley Skiffington
Larry & Robin Thompson
Richard Torres
Brandon Vess

Joni Wangeman
Phyllis Wheaton
Cynthia Yancho



