
 

 ACCORDING TO THEIR NEED: 

Prayer and Praises” is your personal invitation to join with the Prayer Ministry of our church in 
daily prayer.  If you would like someone to stay on the prayer list, please call the church office at 
760-247-7392, put your request on the prayer cards in the church, or go on-line at 
www.ascensionav.org. Otherwise, names will be removed after two months.    

Carol Buchanan 
Marvin Eisenbeiss 
Gwen Strasburg 
Charles Blake 
Detwiler Family 
Charlene Krentz 
Renee Moore 
Mildred Sears 
Nikki Stumbaugh 
Brendan Anderson 
Sue Behnke 
Stacey Buraczynski 
Steve Caffey 
Cindy Celaya 
Richard Connors 
Gene Dooner 
Riley Faith 
Rick Fleming 
Chrissie Gates 
Jaxon Gregg 
Marissa Guerrero 
Katherine Harris 
Annalise Hattabough 
Kenny Johnson 
John & Connie Kays 
Jamar Liddele 
Doug Lumley 
Military 
Cindy Nielsen 
Palmer Family 
Gail Peterson 
Michele Rawlins 
Sarah Rosen 
Eric Schmidt 
Daniel Singleton 
June Spradlin 
Wendy Tamer 
Delvin Tumbling 
Chuck Wagers 
Kim Wyatt 
 
 
 
GRIEF & STRENGTH: 
Rex Nielsen Family 

 Kenny Cabral 
Gaylon Pastella 
Angela Alder 
Michael Blake 
Gamas Family 
Jennifer Millgate 
Carolyn Penna 
Barbara Stumbaugh 
Rory Tighe 
Serena Anderson 
Isabel Benavides 
Jeanne Burke 
Ginny Callan 
Rachel Clark 
Crystal & Brian 
Francis Durfee & Family 
Faith Lutheran Church 
Carol Furm 
Government 
Paula Gregg 
Marty Hall 
Pastor Harris 
Jeanne Hecksel 
Bobby Juday 
Emma Kraus 
Celeste Lewis 
Jeff Maynard 
David Miller 
Sally O’Neil 
Tim & Marguerite Pastella 
Lynda Porter 
Dave Riffel 
Nicole Scarpelli & Family 
Pastor Dean Serling 
Mike Skiffington 
Ken Staff 
Ken & Carol Thomas 
Pat & Dorothy VanStrien 
Robert Wagers 
Libby & Jeremy Zelenak 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING: 
Rob Jackson 

 Pat Lorenzen 
Kevin Smith 
Jackie Berry 
Devin Coole 
Roger Hall 
Beverly Moglich 
Judy Pepper 
Lonny Stumbaugh 
Melinda Alcantar 
Glen Beaty 
Tara Brown 
Linda Burnham 
 
Congregation 
Hilda Dean 
Joy Ely 
Keith Fisk 
Josh Garcia & Family 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Rebecca Guerra 
Bud Harke 
Tim Harris 
Keith Higgins 
Sandy Jurey 
Jennifer LaRue 
Ronnie Longero 
Judy Mihna 
Chuckie Morales 
Kayla Overmyer 
Persecuted Christians 
Nevin Purbaugh 
Carla Rosen 
Carol Schmidt 
Short Family 
Helen Spencer 
Carrie & Braden Stedge 
Randy Thomas 
Heidi Wade 
Nancy Williams 
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 ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
22130 Ottawa Rd.  Apple Valley, CA. 92308 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1645, Apple Valley, CA 92307 
Phone: (760) 247-7392, FAX: (760) 247-9014 

Pastor@ascensionav.org; office@ascensionav.org 
Website:  www.ascensionav.org 

Rev. James Harris, Pastor 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
9:00 a.m. Service   November 28, 2021 

93.5 FM 
COUNTRY WORSHIP 

Thoughts as we gather 

The Lord Jesus Comes in Humility to Redeem Us 
  

The season of Advent focuses on the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
this first Sunday establishes this theme for the rest of the season. The Son 
of God came long ago to be our Savior, “a righteous Branch” descended 
from David (Jer. 33:15). As He then came into Jerusalem, riding on a lowly 
donkey to sacrifice Himself for the sins of the world (Luke 19:28–40), so 
does He come to His Church today in the humility of Word and Sacrament 
to deliver the fruits of His Passion: the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 
He absolves us and establishes our hearts “blameless in holiness before our 
God and Father” (1 Thess. 3:13). The same Lord Jesus, who came to Jeru-
salem then and who comes to us now in peace, will come again with power 
and great glory on the Last Day. Then there will be “distress of nations in 
perplexity,” with “people fainting with fear.” Yet, as we anticipate that 
great and terrible day, He bids us to rest securely in Him: “Raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:25, 26, 28). 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

O Come All Ye Faithful              George Strait 

O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye, to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels 
 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
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November 28 – Advent 1 
Luke 19:31 – “If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall 
say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’ ” Consider the faithfulness of that man 
who owned the donkey and colt. All he needed to hear was, “The Lord has 
need of it.” Then he gave willingly. The Lord has given each of us various 
callings in life – in our homes, in the Church, and in the communities in 
which we live. In each calling we have good work to do which comes from 
the Lord’s hand. The Lord has need of us in each calling. How is He calling 
you to generous giving in each of your vocations? 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We welcome you and invite you to join us for coffee in the Fellowship Hall after service.  Be 
sure to check in with Debbie in the Narthex before service.  Visitors are asked to sign the guest 
book in the Narthex, please include your address and home church.  If this is your first time 
attending Holy Communion at Ascension, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder prior to the 
service. 

 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
As you probably noticed when you came in, the Angel Tree looks a little different.  
This year we will be collecting $25 gift cards from Walmart or Target.  We decid-
ed it would be easier and less stressful to purchase a gift card instead of trying to 
figure out what to buy when we have such limited information about the kids.  
Just take a gift card holder off the tree, purchase a gift card, place it in the holder, 
fold the ends closed, and place in the box on the table by the tree no later than 
Sunday, December 19th.  We will be working with Matt Coughlin at Moses 
House Ministries to distribute them. 
 
SOUP SUPPERS 
Advent season is upon us.  Our Mid-week Soup Suppers begin this Wednesday at 
6:00 p.m. with Advent Service following at 7:00 p.m.  There is a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex and the Social Hall for volunteers for desserts and clean up. 
 
CHURCH DECORATING 
We will be decorating the Church for Christmas today at 11:00 a.m.  Volunteers 
to help are welcome and appreciated. 
 
CORRECTIONS TO PHONE DIRECTORY 
There were a couple of corrections that came to our attention after the phone di-
rectory was published.  The first is Carol Buchanan’s room number has changed 
to Room 133.  The other is Charlene Drinkwine’s phone number has changed to 
760-242-2426. 
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THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION 

Sun. (11/28) 
 

   9:00 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
11:45 a.m. 

 Drive-In & Inside Worship 
Bible Study 

Voter’s Assembly 

     

Mon.(11/29)    4:00 p.m.  Youth Confirmation 

     

Wed.(12/01)    9:00 a.m. 
  6:00 p.m. 
  7:00 p.m. 

 Bible Study 
Soup Supper 

Advent Service 

     

Sun. (12/05) 
 

   9:00 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 Drive-In & Inside Worship 
Bible Study 

ATTENDANCE:    

11/21/2021    9:00 a.m.  71 

OFFERING:   

Needed weekly:  $    3,737.00     

Received 11/21/21  $    2,431.00      

Short  $ (1,306.00)  

SERVING SERVICE TODAY: 
 ELDER  Ken Porter 

 HEAD USHER  Bruce Benson 

 READER  Dennis Lumley 

   

SUNDAY READINGS 
The readings for Sunday, December 5, 2021 are:   

 Malachi 3:1-7b 
 Psalm 66:1-12 (antiphon: v. 12b) 
 Philippians 1:2-11 
 Luke 3:1-14 (15-20) 
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Sing, choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above 
Glory to God, glory in the highest 
 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing 
 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem           Willie Nelson 

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shine 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 
And peace to men on earth. 
 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born in us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us, abide with us 



 

 

4 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION         292 

P Let us run before our Lord's throne of grace and confess our sins to 
Him who is faithful and just and promises to forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness 

  
We Confess 
  

C I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. 
I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most. 
My Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; 
     my worship and prayers have faltered. 
I have not let His love have its way with me, 
     and so my love for others has failed. 
There are those whom I have hurt, and those whom I have failed 
to help. 
My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin. 
  
I am sorry for all of this and ask for grace. I want to do better. 

  

P Do you believe the forgiveness I pronounce to you this day is God's 
forgiveness and not my own? 

  

C Yes 
  

P Let it be done for you as you believe: 
  
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and T the Son and the 
Holy Spirit 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 

 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping 
 
This, this is Christ, the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
Haste, haste to bring Him praise 
The Babe, the Son of God 
 
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh 
Come peasant, king to own Him 
The King of Kings, salvation brings 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him 
 
This is Christ, the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
Haste, haste to bring Him praise 
A Babe, the Son of Mary 

 

Away in a Manger                 Carrie Underwood 

Away in a manger 
No crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus 
Laid down His sweet head 
 
The stars in the sky 
Looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing 
The poor Baby wakes 
But little Lord Jesus 
No crying He makes 
 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus 
Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side 
‘Til morning is nigh 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus 
I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever 
And love me I pray 
 
Bless all the dear children 
In Thy tender care 
And take us to heaven 
To live with Thee there. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of 
the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. 
Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, 
on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, cele-
brate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no 
end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

What Child Is This            Faith Hill 

What child is this who lays to rest? 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping 

12 
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Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 
may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 
Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING               Jeremiah 33:14–16 

 
14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and 
at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM             Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 6 

1To You, O Lord, 
 I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, in You I trust; 
 let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame; 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4Make me to know Your ways, O Lord; 
 teach me Your paths. 
5Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
 for You are the God of my salvation; 
 for You I wait all the day long. 

6Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, 
 for they have been from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
 according to Your steadfast love remember me, 
 for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord! 

8Good and upright is the Lord; 
 therefore He instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, 
 and teaches the humble His way. 
10All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
 for those who keep His covenant and his testimonies. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE          1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 

 
9What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we 

feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that 
we may see You face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 
 11Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our 
way to you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, as we do for you, 13so that He may establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all His saints. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and mag-
nify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS             161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to 
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 
  
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in 
His body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the for-
giveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in 
glory. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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P For those who receive the Lord’s Supper, that the Lord, whose Son, 
Jesus Christ, rode into Jerusalem to save from sin and death, would 
prepare our hearts to welcome Him worthily in, with and under the 
bread and wine of the Holy Communion, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Holy God, You declared that the days were coming when You would 
accomplish our salvation, and in Your time You caused Your Son, 
the righteous Branch, to spring up for David. By Your grace, keep us 
joined as branches to Christ, that we might bear fruit until the day He 
returns in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Communion Statement  

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence 
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 
and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all 
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 
show forth His death until He comes. 
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great 
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. 

 

PREFACE                 LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ev-
erlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us 
and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we 
might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome  
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HOLY GOSPEL                   Luke 19:28–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 28When [Jesus] had said these things, He went on ahead, going up to Jeru-
salem. 29When He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is 
called Olivet, He sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village in front 
of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet 
sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ 
you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32So those who were sent went 
away and found it just as He had told them. 33And as they were untying the colt, 
its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34And they said, “The 
Lord has need of it.” 35And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on 
the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36And as He rode along, they spread their cloaks on 
the road. 37As He was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of 
Olives—the whole multitude of His disciples began to rejoice and praise God 
with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed 
is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in 
the highest!” 39And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, 
rebuke Your disciples.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very 
stones would cry out.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 
Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 
Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 
Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permis-
sion: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 
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SERMON TEXT:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

SERMON THEME:  Days More Important Than Others 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For unashamed hope in the Lord’s return, that sustained by His Holy 
Spirit, we may have joy at the advent of Christ, our Savior, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church, that the Lord of hosts who sent His Son to endure His 
just wrath in our place on the cross would bless the proclamation of His 
Word and preserve us in baptismal grace, so that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is always our righteousness, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who hear the Word, that the Lord who moved Jesus’ disciples 
to sing His praises as He entered Jerusalem would likewise open our 
mouths to declare His mighty works, even in the face of opposition and 
persecution, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who govern, that the Lord who rules with righteousness and 
justice, steadfast love and faithfulness, would grant the authorities of 
our land to act justly, so that His people might live in peace as they 
make known His love and faithfulness, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those in need of mercy, that God, who establishes our hearts blame-
less and holy before Himself, would have mercy on all the afflicted 
[especially _____________]; and that He would comfort all who mourn  
until the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints in glory, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who travel, that our almighty God and Father would direct 
their ways, protect and preserve them from loss and complication, and 
grant them success in their journey and joy in their homecoming, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
 


