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Thoughts as we gather
The Son of God Has Redeemed Us for Himself with His Holy and Precious Blood

The Lord our God has chosen us to be “His treasured possession,” not be-
cause of any strength in us, but solely “because the Lord loves” us (Deut.
7:6-8). He is faithful, and He “keeps covenant and steadfast love with those
who love Him and keep His commandments” (Deut. 7:9). He has searched
for us and found us in love, and He has bestowed on us “great value” by the
great price that He has paid on the cross (Matt. 13:45-46). In His joy, He has
redeemed us by His cross and gathered us into His kingdom by the Gospel.
Now we are “hidden in a field,” covered by the cross and subject to the per-
secution of the world (Matt. 13:44), not for destruction, but “to be con-
formed to the image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29). Since we “are called accord-
ing to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28), and because Christ Jesus died, rose again
and lives to intercede for us “at the right hand of God” (Rom. 8:34), there is
nothing in all creation that can separate us from “the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39).

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556-c. 1622
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in pray-

er and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our un-
worthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free our-
selves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking



His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me,
a sinner.

Kneel/Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead
us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P)  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins

in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Stand
SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 105:2-6, antiphon: v. 1
Oh give thanks to the LorD; call upon His name;
make known His deeds among the peoples!
Sing to Him, sing praises to Him;
tell of all His wondrous works!
Glory in His holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LoRD rejoice!
Seek the LorRD and His strength;
seek His presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that He has done,
His miracles, and the judgments He uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, His servant,
children of Jacob, His chosen ones!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Oh give thanks to the LorD; call upon His name;
make known His deeds among the peoples!
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow'r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In

Giod the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply

Text: Stephen P. Starke

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Sit

P)

P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and
love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what
You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 7:6-9

%<“You are a people holy to the LorD your God. The LorD your God has
chosen you to be a people for HIS treasured possession, out of all the peoples
who are on the face of the earth. "It was not because you were more in number
than any other people that the LORD set His love on you and chose you, for you
were the fewest of all peoples, *but it is because the LorD loves you and is
keeping the oath that He swore to your fathers, that the LorD has brought you
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. ’Know therefore that the LorD your God is
God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who
love Him and keep His commandments, to a thousand generations.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 125; antiphon: v. 2

'Those who trust in the LorD are like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.

?As the mountains surround Jerusalem,
so the Lorbp surrounds His people,
from this time forth and forevermore.

3For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest
on the land allotted to the righteous,

lest the righteous stretch out
their hands to do wrong.

*Do good, O LoRD, to those who are good,
and to those who are upright in their hearts!

But those who turn aside to their crooked ways
the Lorp will lead away with evildoers!
Peace be upon Israel!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 8:28-39

*We know that for those who love God all thlngs work together for
good, for those who are called according to His purpose. ’For those whom He
foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the i image of His Son, in order
that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. “"And those whom He
predestined He also called, and those whom He called He also justified, and
those whom He justified He also glorified.

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? **He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all,
how will He not also with Him graciously give us all thm s? Who shall brmg
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn?



Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. **Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall trlbulatlon or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? *°As it is written,

“For Your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

X 7No in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

For I am sure that neither death nor 11fe nor angels nor rulers, nor things pre-
sent nor things to come, nor powers, >’nor height nor depth, nor anythlng else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:44-52

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.
*[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

«Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, **who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had
and bought it.

#7<Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the
sea and gathered fish of every kind. **When it was full, men drew it ashore and
sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. *So it
will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous *’and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all these things?” They said to Him, “Yes.”
2And He said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



NICENE CREED

Sit

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living

and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.
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Thou art mine, O Lamb di - vine! 1 will  suf - fer
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hell as - sail me, Je - sus  will not fal me.
depths a - dore Him, S8i - lent bow be - fore Him.
Sav - ior move me Since He deigns to love me.

5  Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.
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Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P)

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

O Lord, preserve us from error and deliver us from temptation. Grant
that we may abide in Christ and His word of truth, remaining steadfast
and immovable until the end. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, You send out pastors to preach and teach the whole counsel of
Your Word. Grant that they may serve You faithfully, and that we
may receive their words with joy and thanksgiving. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have given us various offices in our lives.
Grant us faithfulness in these callings, that we may see them as gifts
through which we serve You and our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy Lord, grant wisdom to Donald, our president; Gavin, our gover-
nor; and all who make, administer and judge our laws, that they may
seek what is best for all in accordance with Your will. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

11



P] Almighty God, bestow Your comfort on all who are burdened by sick-
ness and affliction /especially /. Grant that they may
await healing and deliverance in the firm conviction that nothing can
separate them from Your love in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Merciful Lord, grant that all who commune today might receive the
Sacrament faithfully and depart refreshed, knowing that they are Your
forgiven people. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Gracious God, we know that neither life nor death can separate us
from Your love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. We thank You for all who
have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection, and we ask You to
grant us also our inheritance with the saints in light. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of You, O
God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord
and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Communion Statement

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacra-
ment, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder.

PREFACE LSB 208
(P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your bound-
less love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Je-
sus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from
the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 208
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all
their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faith-
fully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings
of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and
blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My -} body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My "+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remem-
brance of Me.”

14



PAX DOMINI

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-85, alt.

Tune: French, 17th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
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620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
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death was  giv - en, INung  up - on  the curs - ed  tree.
grace, he - licv - ing That I taste His love di - vine.

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,

Whose own feast of love I savor,

Bidden by His gracious call.

Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,

Fits me for the royal hall.

6  Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,

Cleanses me from sin and error,

Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960

Tune: Johann Léhner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276

Tune: Public domain
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Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I« in peace.

Amen.

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fer-
vent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
(P) Letus bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit
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782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings
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Through the shar-ing of Your bless-ings May bnng glo-ry  to Your name.

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276
Tune: Public domain
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21



July 26 — Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 13:45-46 — “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and
sold all that he had and bought it.” Indeed, Jesus redeemed us, purchased
us back from sin and death, with all that He had. We belong to Him now. Our
generosity ought to imitate the out-sized generosity of Jesus.
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SERVING SERVICE TODAY:

ELDER Joe Yancho

HEAD USHER Bruce Benson

READER Joshua Harris
SUNDAY READINGS

The readings for Sunday, August 2, 2026, are:

Isaiah 55:1-5

Psalm 136:1-9 (23-26) (antiphon: v. 26)
Romans 9:1-5 (6-13)

Matthew 14:13-21
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THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION

Sun. (07/26) 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
Wed. (07/29) 11:30 a.m.
Sun. (08/02) 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
ATTENDANCE:
07/19/2026 9:00 a.m.
OFFERING:
Needed weekly: $ 4,501.00
Rec’vd. 07/19/2026 $ 3.565.00
Short Weekly $ (936.00)
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Service
Bible Study

Bible Study
Service
Bible Study
63
Needed YTD $ 130,529.00
Rec’vd YTD $ 133.229.76
Over YTD $ 2,700.76



ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome you and invite you to join us for coffee in the Fellowship Hall after service. Be
sure to check in with Debbie in the Narthex before service. Visitors are asked to sign the guest
book in the Narthex, please include your address and home church. If this is your first time
attending Holy Communion at Ascension, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder prior to the
service.

TRUSTEES

The Trustees are purchasing two new boilers to replace th existing 20-year-old units
for heating the Church. Normal expected life is 15 years. The cost is approximately
$8,000. We are asking the congregation for help in defraying the cost of these new
units. The trustees will do the installation (saving $2,000). Special envelopes are avail-
able for your donation. Thank you for your support.

CRAFT FAIR
We will be having a craft fair on September 26 during the LWML event. Any dona-
tions of handmade items would be greatly appreciated.

OUTREACH & ELDERS PROJECT

We need suggestions from the congregation for a deserving group for the fourth quar-
ter donations for the Outreach and Elders’ project. Please see Kathy Benzow or Ken
Porter

PANTRY
Our pantry is in need of the following items: breakfast cereal; canned carrots; canned
pasta (spaghetti & meatballs); canned corn, canned green beans; canned beans;
canned soup; crackers; dried beans; chili; spaghetti sauce; tuna or chicken salad mix.
Thank you!
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UPCOMINCG

Saturday, September 5" - Parish Nurse event “Fall into Cleanliness”
Saturday, September 26™—LWML Zone Celebration at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, October 18" — Oktoberfest Potluck at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, November 29" — Advent by Candlelight - immediately after service at
approximately 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 13" — Congregational Christmas Party- at 1:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall
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Prayer and Praises” is your personal invitation to join with the Prayer Ministry of our church in
daily prayer. If you would like someone to stay on the prayer list, please call the church office at
760-247-7392, put your request on the prayer cards in the church, or go on-line at
www.ascensionav.org. Otherwise, names will be removed after TWO months.

ACCORDING TO THEIR NEED:

Angela Alder Mary Beuerle Charles Blake
Tricia Blake Devin Coole Judy Cutler
Durfee Family Jennifer Millgate Beverly Moglich
Gaylon Pastella Mildred Sears Kevin Smith
Gwen Strasburg Rory Tighe Mike Adams
Adriana Bob Albert Brendan Anderson
Dave Anderson Greg Arida Red & MaryAnn Beck
Marilyn Belka Vivian Bingnam Bill Blanton
Grayson Blomberg Sue Boers Marcia Bowren
Crista Brenden Karrie Burke Kyle Burton
Gabrielle Butcher Marcia Byron Mari Caroland
Dan Catherwood Lane Ceballos Maddie Cervantes
Carolyne Chaney David Chavez Christy

Cathy Connors Patrick Coole Robert Coole
Scott Crawley William Creek John Davis

Kathy Davis Nick & Julie DeRose Matt DeWitt
Mary Diaz Christine Dunne Kelley Dunne
John & Ann Duran Egger Family Don Eliason
Heidi Evans Lynn Fairgrief Alicia Ferrell
Eleanor Fetterman Charity Frash Christian Frash
Jillian Garcia Chrissie Gates Faigie Gawn
Chris Gibson Zoey Gilman Grace Glass
Government Raquel Gudino Roger Hall

Pastor Harris Kelly Havens Jace Haynes
Jeanne Hecksel Justin Hedden & Family Harry Heike

Stephen Hodges Kareem Jacobs Beveryln Johnson

Bud Justice Billy K Emma Kraus

Steve Kuhn Randy Lam Addison Lange

Debbie Lange LaPria & Family Melody LeGray

Frank Liedtky & Family Anthony Lopez Kelly Marscheider
Epris Martin Debbie Martinez Tom & Joan Mason
David McDonald Brian McMahan Catherine McNeil
Linda Merkle Dave Meyer Military

Grace Miskimen Belita & Richard Nash Adam Nieto

Park Family David Parker Glenn & Nancy Pastella
Richard & Alice Pastella Seung-Hee Pastella Tim & Marguerite Pastella
Mel & Mary Quecke Michele Rawlins Peggy Rhoades

Dave Riffel Riley Family Bill Robertson

Noreen Selle Bea Shelby Short Family

Ashley Skiffington Barbara Sosa Georgina Soto

Larry & Robin Thompson Those with depression Cyndy Todd

Joshua Todd Richard Torres Sheryl Truslow

Denise Turner Brandon Vess Donna Wagers

Phyllis Walton Joni Wangeman Joe Waters

Phyllis Wheaton
Cynthia Yancho

Curtis Wise

Thanksgiving:
Eunice & Joshua Harris

John Worstell



