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 ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
22130 Ottawa Rd.  Apple Valley, CA. 92308 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1645, Apple Valley, CA 92307 
Phone: (760) 247-7392, FAX: (760) 247-9014 

Pastor@ascensionav.org; office@ascensionav.org 
Website:  www.ascensionav.org 

Rev. James Harris, Pastor 

ADVENT MID-WEEK TWO SERVICE 
1:00 p.m.  December 10, 2025 

OFFICE OF PRAYER & PREACHING 

Thoughts as we gather: 

“Prepare!” is often the watchword of the season as the world gets ready for 
another celebration of Christmas. An integral part of any preparation is deco-
ration. We see decorations everywhere this time of year. The world may not 
comprehend the real meaning of Christmas, but even secular preparations 
use many of the same decorations beloved by Christians—an appropriation 
we shouldn’t mind at all, because these decorations point us to Christ. This 
year, as we look forward again to the coming of the Messiah, we take a fresh 
look at how the adornments of the season draw our eyes to Jesus, that we 
may more richly behold the love, peace, joy, and hope He comes to bring as 
this beauty is set before us. 
  
Today, we focus on lights. You see them everywhere this time of year. Some 
neighborhoods even compete, and tourist destinations spend millions on at-
tractive light displays. Like evergreens, this is something nonreligious people 
do this time of year without appreciating their true significance. Yet we 
know that Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12). He came to restore 
righteousness to the world. This restoration continues to unfold through the 
ministry He has entrusted to His church. As Zechariah sang, “In the tender 
compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us to shine 
on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace” (LSB, Benedictus, Morning Prayer). We gather 
this evening to bask in the light of Jesus that His Word would have its way 
with us and so reflect His saving light into the darkness that remains in our 
world. 
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349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

OPENING VERSICLES 

 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 

P Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Make His paths straight. 

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down right-
eousness. 

C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
  

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE          LSB 261 
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Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT                Isaiah 9:1–2, 6–7 

P A reading from Isaiah, the ninth chapter. 
  

 
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former 

time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 
in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 

6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
 and His name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of His government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                   Psalm 118:15–29 

15Glad songs of salvation 
 are in the tents of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly, 
 16the right hand of the Lord exalts, 
 the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!” 

17I shall not die, but I shall live, 
 and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
18The Lord has disciplined me severely, 
 but He has not given me over to death. 

19Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
 that I may enter through them 
 and give thanks to the Lord. 
20This is the gate of the Lord; 
 the righteous shall enter through it. 
21I thank You that you have answered me 
 and have become my salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone. 
23This is the Lord’s doing; 
 it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

25Save us, we pray, O Lord! 
 O Lord, we pray, give us success! 

26Blessèd is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 We bless You from the house of the Lord. 
27The Lord is God, 
 and He has made His light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 
 up to the horns of the altar! 

28You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; 
 You are my God; I will extol You. 
29Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
 for His steadfast love endures forever! 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE             2 Corinthians 4:3–6 

 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are per-

ishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbe-
lievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who 
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL             John 1:1–9 

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made 
through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. 4In Him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY 

 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness. 

P He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness. 
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TEN COMMANDMENTS 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

SERMON 

 

936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110000276 
Tune: Public domain 

 

OFFERING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

PRAYER 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all peo-
ple according to their needs. 

P For the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving name, that God’s peo-
ple may be strengthened in the true faith and His kingdom extended, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who 
confess the name of Christ, that God would guard and defend us from 
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this congregation, its mission and its people; for the ability to meet 
the needs that arise as we do the work God has given us to do; and for 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the educational institutions of our synod: for our preschools, our 
day schools and high schools, our colleges and universities, and for our 
seminaries, that those who teach and those who learn in them would be 
transformed by the wisdom of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who partake this day of Christ’s holy body and blood, that in 
their eating and drinking they may receive the benefits of forgiveness 
of sins and the renewal of life and have a foretaste of the feast to come, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who have wandered from the faith, that the Holy Spirit 
would use us to call them home to the Father, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the government and all who have been set into positions of leader-
ship, that they may use the authority entrusted to them honorably and 
for the good of the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who serve in worthy occupations, professions, arts, and scienc-
es, that God would grant them skill and integrity in the performance of 
their responsibilities and valued service through their vocations, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty, or unem-
ployment, that God’s great mercy and love would preserve and relieve 
them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all the faithful, that the Spirit would lead them to cheerful, gener-
ous giving from the bounty the Lord provides, to support the Church 
and to help those in need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who are sick (especially [name]), that God would grant 
healing to their bodies and strength to bear their infirmities with pa-
tience and grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who mourn (especially [name]), that in their time of sorrow 
they would not lose hope but rely on God’s promise that He will nev-
er leave them or forsake them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who rejoice in the rich blessings of God, that they may al-
ways remember the Giver of every gift and give Him heartfelt thanks, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and 
death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in 
His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His 
ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High 
Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, 
for to You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your 
commandments. We implore You to pour out Your grace into our 
hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever mindful of Your 
mercies and Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will and 
daily increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist 
all evil and to live a godly life. Help us to follow the example of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His steps until we shall 
possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in heaven; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 
our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy 
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

MORNING PRAYER 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray 
that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, 
and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I com-
mend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT CANTICLE               LSB 266 
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BLESSING 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
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357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel             sts. 1, ref, 6 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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