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Thoughts as we gather
The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Way, the Truth and the Life

The risen Lord Jesus alone is “the way, and the truth, and the life,” and we
come “to the Father” only through Him (John 14:6). God is thus “glorified in
the Son,” and those who believe in Him will do the works of Christ because
He goes to the Father for us (John 14:12—14). Stephen, “a man full of faith
and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5) and “doing great wonders and signs among
the people” (Acts 6:8), did the works of Christ. When he was falsely accused
and put to death, he “gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). Fixing his hope there, he
commended his spirit to the Lord Jesus and prayed for his murderers. In the
same way, all the baptized are called to follow the example of Christ Jesus
by faith. Though He was “rejected by men” in the sight of God, He is
“chosen and precious” (1 Peter 2:4). He is the chief cornerstone of the Fa-
ther’s “spiritual house,” and we are built upon Him as “living stones” (1 Pe-
ter 2:5)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

645 Built on the Rock
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Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Kneel/Stand

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will for-
give our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P

(P)
Stand
INTROIT

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eter-
nal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1

Praise the LorD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
His praise in the assembly of the godly!
I will extol You, O Lorp, for You have drawn me up
and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
O Lorp my God, I cried to You for help,
and You have healed me.
O Lorp, You have brought up my soul from Sheol;
You restored me to life from among those who go down to the
pit.
Sing praises to the LorD, O you His saints,
and give thanks to His holy name.
For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the
morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son



and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Praise the Lorp! Sing to the LORD a new song,
His praise in the assembly of the godly!

KYRIE LSB 152
(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cv.

(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

0 - P e
1 ] ] ] ] |
e —
Lord, have mer - cy.

(P]  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,  have mer - cy.

(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.




THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P] The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant
that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may
be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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Sit
FIRST READING Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

'Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a com-
plaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were
being neglected in the daily distribution. *And the twelve summoned the full
number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching
the word of God to serve tables. “Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will ap-
point to this duty. ‘But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of
the word.” *And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Ste-
phen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus and
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These
they set before the apostles and they prayed and lard their hands on them.

"And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disci-
ples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obe-
dient to the faith.

*And Stephen full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs
among the people. *Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and
of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. .

?And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .



*'You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always
resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. *Which of the prophets
did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced before-
hand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and mur-
dered, “'you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

**Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground
their teeth at him. >>But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **And he said,
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God.” *’But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and
rushed together at him. **Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him.
And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named
Saul. *’And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit.” “®And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do
not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 146, antiphon: v. 2

'Praise the LORD!
Praise the LorDp, O my soul!
’I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

3Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
“When his breath departs he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.

*Blesséd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LorD his God,

who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,

who keeps faith forever;
"who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.

The LORD sets the prisoners free;
3the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.

The Lorp lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LorD loves the righteous.

*The Lorp watches over the sojourners;
He upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked He brings to ruin.



""The Lorp will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:2-10

*Like newborn 1nfants long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may
grow up to salvation— *if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good
As you come to H1m a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of
God chosen and precious, “you yourselves like living stones are being built up as
a spiritual house, to be a holgf priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. “For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

’But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
His own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light. '°Once you were not a people, but
now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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HOLY GOSPEL John 14:1-14

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
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Glo - vy to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in Me. “In My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? *And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, that where [ am you
may be also. “And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to
H1m “Lord, we do not know where You are going. How can we know the way?”
%Jesus said to him, “I am the  way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me. "If you had known Me, you would have known My
Father also From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.”

¥Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.’
*Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know Me,
Philip? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’? '"Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me?
The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own authorlty, but the Father
who dwells in Me does His works. ''Believe Me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in Me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.

2“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in Me will also do the
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to
the Father. ' Whatever you ask in My name, this I will do that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. "*If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

6o S L Ll
@ Praisc to You, O  Christ.
Sit
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633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

Sit
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5  Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!
6  Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!
7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
/A 8  Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days:

Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice
Text and tune: Public domain
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SERMON

Stand

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,

Sit

OFFERING

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and

the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I of the world to come. Amen.
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OFFERTORY LSB 159
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, through the power of Christ’s resurrection You
adopt all who believe in Him. Receive us as Your newborn children
and nourish our faith through the pure spiritual milk of Your Word,
that we may dwell in Your presence forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Send laborers into Your harvest, Lord. Preserve Your ministers
among us devoted to Your Word and to prayer. Give many servants
to Your Church, that neither the preaching nor the care of Your
people may fall into neglect or disregard. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Merciful Lord, help parents to raise up their children to know You as
their help and hope, that they may not put their trust in princes in
whom there is no salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, Your power brought all things into being and still pre-
serves what You have made. Bless Donald, our president; the Con-
gress of the United States; Gavin, our governor; and all elected and
appointed civil servants. Lead them to honor You and Your purpose,
establishing order and justice, encouraging virtue, and protecting all
life. Give them wisdom and moderation to lead for the well-being of
the nation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of glory, Your Son declared Himself to be the way, the truth
and the life. Bless all who have requested our prayers [especially

/. May Christ Himself be their way of salvation,
their truth amid doubt and their life amid death. Grant them a sure
and steadfast hope in the good news that He has prepared a place for
them with You, where pain and sickness are no more and all things
are made new. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, in Christ You have made us a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation and a people for Your possession. Preserve
Your people in the one true faith, and grant that all who come to the
Supper this day might do so with repentant hearts that thankfully
receive Your Son’s body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, we thank and praise You for Your servant Stephen, whom
Your Son has received into His glory. May we imitate him in faith
and love to speak Your truth with boldness, forgiving those who sin
against us as Christ forgave His persecutors from the cross. When
our last hour comes, let us fall asleep in Him and be born into eternal
life, for the sake of Him who was born into our flesh to redeem it,
even Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You
alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Communion Statement

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body
and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may
show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder.

PREFACE LSB 160
(P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you,

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

\@?, e e s

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Tt is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for
the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal
Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By
His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter
and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us
do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

16



LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162

(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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628 Your Table I Approach
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I Your ta - ble 1 ap - proach; Dear Sav - lor, hear my prayer.
2 Lord, [ con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
3 Your bod - y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me.
4 Scarch not how this takes place, This won-drous mys - ter - y;
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¥ I I T I Il Il I I
Fa%

Let nmot an  un - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-trite heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak -en  at Your ta-hle, Lord, In blest re - al - i - ty.
God can ac - com-plish vast - ly morc Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blesséd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6 Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
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I Soul, a - dom your- sclf with glad - ness, Leave the
2 Has - ten as a bride to meet  Him., And with
3 He who  craves a pre - cious  trea - sure Nel - ther
4 Now in faith 1 hum - bly pon - der O - wer
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sloom -y haunts of sad-ness, Come in - to the day-light's
lov - ing rev - 'tence greet Him. For  with words of life im -
cost  nor pain - will men-sure; But  the  price-less gifts  of

this sur - pass - ing

won - der That  the  bread of life s
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splen-dor, There with jJoy  your prais - es ren - der.
mor - tal He is  knock - ing at  your por - tal
heav - en God to us has  free - ly giv - en.
bound-less Though the  sounls it feeds arc count - lcss:
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Bless  the One whose grace un-bound - ed  This a - maz - ing
O - pen wide the pgates be-fore Him, Say - ing, as vyou
Though the wealth of earth were prof - tered. None could buy the
With the choic-est wine of heay - en  Christ's own blood to
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ban - quet found - ed; He, though  heav'n-1ly, high, and
there =a - dore Him: Grant, Lord, thit I now  re
gifts here of - fered: Christ's true bod - v, for wyou
us is giv - en Oh, most glo - rious con - so -
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ho -y, Deigns  to dwell with you most low - Iy
ceive You, That 1 ney - er - mare will leave  You.
v - en And Ilis blood. for wyou once giv - en
la - tion, Pledge and scal of my sal - va - tion!
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,

Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:

Humbly now, I bow before You;

Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.

6  Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blesséd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

7  Lord, by love and mercy driven,

You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,

To forego all joy and gladness

And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

8  Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.
Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; (sts. 1, 4-5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2-3, 6-8): tr. Catherine Wink-
worth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Criger, 1598-1662

Text (sts. 1, 4-5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276
Text (sts. 2-3, 6-8) and tune: Public domain

Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and pre-
serve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.
Amen.
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THANK THE LORD LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in  joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ja, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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BENEDICTION LSB 166

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A -  men
Sit
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411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

4] .
A | ] i ] ] ] — — I
D ) . e e e - e L | o |
v & = s
11 want to  walk as 4 child of the light.
21 want  to see the bright-ness  of God.
3 I'm look - ing for the com - ing ol  Christ.
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I want to fol - low Je - sus
I want to  look at Je - sus
I want to be with Je - SUS.
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God  set the stars to give light to the world.
Clear Sun of Righ - teous - ness, shine on my path,
When we  have Tun with pa - tience the T4CE,
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The  star of my life is Je - sus.
And show me  the way to  the Fa - ther.
We shall konow the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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In  Him there is no dark - ness at all.
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The night and the day are both a - lke
] ] } |
H— i T i 7 - i = 1
[y ' ' ' '
The Lamb is the light of the cit -y of God.
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Shine in  my  hean, Lord Je - sus.

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934-2025
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276
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23

Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway. a publishing ministry of



SERVING SERVICE TODAY:

ELDER Rick Ferrell
HEAD USHER Bruce Benson
SUNDAY READINGS
The readings for Sunday, May 10, 2026 are:
Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47 (antiphon: v. 5)
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

May 3 — Fifth Sunday of Easter

1 Peter 2:9 — “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, a people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the excel-
lencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”
God has called us to be His own. He has chosen us out of love, out of mercy,
out of sheer, divine joy. The apostle Peter says that God chose us so that we
might share in His glory and “proclaim the excellencies of Him” who has
made us His own. And truly, this is our delight! His joy brings joy to our
hearts as well.
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THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION

Sun. (05/03) 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
Mon. (05/04) 4:00 p.m.
Wed. (05/06) 11:30 a.m.

6;00 p.m.

Sat. (05/09) 11:00 a.m.
Sun. (05/10) 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
ATTENDANCE:
04/26/2026 9:00 a.m.
OFFERING:
Needed weekly: $§ 4,501.00
Rec’vd. 04/26/2026 $§ 4020916
Short Weekly $ (471.84)
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Service
Bible Study

Youth Confirmation

Bible Study
Adult Confirmation

Garden of Friends

Service
Bible Study
96
Needed YTD $ 76,517.00
Rec’vd YTD $ 81,357.29
Over YTD $ 4,840.29



ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome you and invite you to join us for coffee in the Fellowship Hall after service. Be
sure to check in with Debbie in the Narthex before service. Visitors are asked to sign the guest
book in the Narthex, please include your address and home church. If this is your first time
attending Holy Communion at Ascension, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder prior to the
service.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Flowers on the altar today are for the Glory of God by Lynn Fairgrief in memory
of her husband, Curtis.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
YOUTH—Confirmation Class will be held on Monday, May 4, at 4:00 p.m.

ADULT— Confirmation Class will be held on Wednesday, May 6 29, at 6:00 p.m.

LADIES GATHERING

We will be having a Ladies Gathering, hosted by Lynn Fairgrief, on Saturday,
May 9th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Anyone who would like to help with
food, please see Lynn. Thank you!
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UPCOMINCG

Saturday, May 9™ — Ladies Gathering “Garden of Friends” 11:00 a.m—
1:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 13™ — Men’s Gathering “Bicycling Along” 11:00 a.m.—
1:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 28" — Annual Summer BBQ at 12:00pm in the Fellowship Hall

Saturday, September 5™ - Parish Nurse event “Fall into Cleanliness”
Saturday, September 26™—LWML Zone Celebration at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, October 18" — Oktoberfest Potluck at 12:00pm in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, November 29" — Advent by Candlelight - immediately after service at
approximately 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 13" — Congregational Christmas Party- at 12:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall
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Prayer and Praises” is your personal invitation to join with the Prayer Ministry of our church in
daily prayer. If you would like someone to stay on the prayer list, please call the church office at
760-247-7392, put your request on the prayer cards in the church, or go on-line at

www.ascensionav.org. Otherwise, names will be removed after TWO months.
ACCORDING TO THEIR NEED:

Angela Alder Mary Beuerle Charles Blake
Tricia Blake Devin Coole Judy Cutler
Durfee Family Jennifer Millgate Beverly Moglich
Gaylon Pastella Mildred Sears Kevin Smith
Gwen Strasburg Rory Tighe Mike Adams
Bob Albert Brendan Anderson Dave Anderson
Red & MaryAnn Beck Marilyn Belka Vivian Bingnam
Bill Blanton Grayson Blomberg Sue Boers
Marcia Bowren Karrie Burke Kyle Burton
Gabrielle Butcher Marcia Byron Caregivers

Mari Caroland Dan Catherwood Lane Ceballos
Maddie Cervantes Carolyne Chaney David Chavez
Cathy Connors Patrick Coole Robert Coole
Scott Crawley William Creek Kathy Davis
Nick & Julie DeRose Matt DeWitt Mary Diaz
Christine Dunne Kelley Dunne John & Ann Duran
Egger Family Don Eliason Leland Eudy
Heidi Evans Lynn Fairgrief Charity Frash
Christian Frash Jillian Garcia Chrissie Gates
Faigie Gawn Zoey Gilman Grace Glass
Government Raquel Gudino Roger Hall
Pastor Harris Kelly Havens Jace Haynes
Jeanne Hecksel Harry Heike Kareem Jacobs
Beveryln Johnson Billy K Emma Kraus
Randy Lam Addison Lange Debbie Lange
Melody LeGray Frank Liedtky & Family Anthony Lopez
Kelly Marscheider Tom & Joan Mason David McDonald
Brian McMahan Linda Merkle Dave Meyer
Military Grace Miskimen Herb Moran
Adam Nieto Park Family David Parker
Glenn & Nancy Pastella Richard & Alice Pastella Seung-Hee Pastella

Tim & Marguerite Pastella

President Trump

Mel & Mary Quecke

Michele Rawlins Dave Riffel Bill Robertson
Jeff & Pam Scott Noreen Selle Bea Shelby
Short Family Ashley Skiffington Richard Sosa
Stacy & Tracy Caleb Svede-Holling Larry & Robin Thompson
Cyndy Todd Joshua Todd Richard Torres
Sheryl Truslow Brandon Vess Donna Wagers
Joni Wangeman Curtis Wise John Worstell
Cynthia Yancho

Grief & Strength:

Family of Leyland Eudy

Family of Curtis Todd

p
he Lord’s Supper

Baptism. We have
He is with us by t '
o 1g us forgiveness and

. engthen our faith die, we I be with Jesus. Finally, when
WEe are ré n th st Day, we ¢ | will be in heaven
Easter



