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Thoughts as we gather:
The Son of God Has Set Us Free from Sin and Death by His Grace

“Wisdom is justified by her deeds” (Matt. 11:19), and the true wisdom of
God, Christ Jesus, the incarnate Son, justifies us by His deeds. He prepares
His way by the preaching of repentance, but He has suffered the violence of
the Law and voluntarily handed Himself over to violent men, in order that
we may eat and drink with Him in His Kingdom and “remain in the house
forever” (John 8:35). He is “a friend of tax collectors and sinners” (Matt.
11:18-19), and He has rescued us by His grace from the slavery of sin and
death. By the proclamation of His eternal Gospel “to those who dwell on
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people” (Rev. 14:6), “the
righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law” (Rom. 3:21),
“that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Je-
sus” (Rom. 3:26). And by the hearing of that Gospel of Christ Jesus, “whom
God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by
faith” (Rom. 3:25), “you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free” (John 8:31-32).

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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thorms and  un - be - liev - ing.  Shal-low carth or ston - ¥ ground.
eves  be - hold Your glo - ry Give us  ears to hear Your Word.
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276
Tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P}  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P] Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in pray-
er and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our un-
worthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free our-
selves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking
His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand
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Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead
us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Psalm 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46

I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,]
and shall not be put to shame.
I will bless the Lorp at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
The LorD redeems the life of His servants;
none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,]
and shall not be put to shame.

LSB 204
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204
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C 1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we  pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - Iy are the Lord.
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow'r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In Giod the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply

Text: Stephen P. Starke

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your
faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect
and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies,
and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit



FIRST READING Revelation 14:6-7

®Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gos-
pel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and lan-
guage and people. ’And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glo-
ry, because the hour of His judgment has come, and worship Him who made
heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of Water.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 46; antiphon: v. 7
'God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
’Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,

though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
3though its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

>God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
He utters His voice, the earth melts.

"The Lorp of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our fortress.

8Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how He has brought desolations on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
He burns the chariots with fire.
10«Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”
""The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

® >



EPISTLE Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are un-
der the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be
held accountable to God. °For by works of the law no human being will be justi-
fied i in, HIS sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

*'But now the righteousness of God has been mamfested apart from the
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— **the righteousness
of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinc-
tion: **for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, **and are gustlﬁed by
His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, “whom God
put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith This was to
show God’s rlghteousness because in His divine forbearance He had passed
over former sins. *°It was to show His righteousness at the present time, so that
He mlght be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

"Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded By what kind of
law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. **For we hold that one is
justified by faith apart from works of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31-36

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

*1S0 Jesus said to the Jews Who had believed in Him, “If you abide in My
word, you are truly My disciples, **and you will know the truth, and the truth
will set you free.” **They answered Him, “We are offspring of Abraham and
have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, “You will become
free’?”

#Jesus answered them “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who com-
mits sin is a slave to sin. **The slave does not remain in the house forever; the
son remains forever. **So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit



657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276
Tune: Public domain
SERMON
OFFERING



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Loving Father, though we deserve Your righteous wrath and punish-
ment, for the sake of Your Son do not remember our sins, but defend
us from all harm and danger of body and soul and be our very present
help in time of need. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, You have renewed Your Church in every age with the
voices of those who recall Your people to the Gospel and who speak
Your Word in all circumstances. Receive our thanks for Martin Lu-
ther and those who contended for the Gospel against many and great
enemies. Make us bold, that we would also contend for the faith
against those who would silence our voices or distract Your people
from the one true Gospel of the crucified and risen Christ. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, bless the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving
name throughout the world, that Your people’s faith may be strength-
ened and Your kingdom extended. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, make us truly Your disciples. Keep us in Your Word, free us
from all errors, and make our homes and families peaceful. Preserve
all fathers and encourage them for their godly task, that children
would be brought up in the fear and instruction of the Lord. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of grace, do not let Your people fear though the earth gives way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea. Rescue all people in
need, [especially ,] and comfort them with the prom-
ise that You are with them. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, our God, You have given us the certainty of sins forgiven in
Your Son, set forth as the propitiation by His blood to be received by
faith. So lead us to eat and drink Your holy body and precious blood
in repentance and faith, now and always. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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(P} Preserve Your Church, O Lord, and each of us as members of Christ’s
Body, that we may not surrender the true Gospel for any reason, but
be kept in this faith and fear throughout the days of our earthly pil-
grimage, until that day when we and all Your people shall stand be-
fore the judgment seat of Christ to receive the reward You have pre-
pared for us and all who have loved His appearing; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace
be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt.
5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Communion Statement

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body
and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin,
and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—M issouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacra-
ment, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder.

PREFACE LSB 208
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®F

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

B
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(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-
lasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us
and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we
might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and mag-
nify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 208

Iwlivreirl'rwrl

Ho - ly, ho—l}, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
6 — |~
' -

) IR
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all
their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
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We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faith-
fully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the bless-
ings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body
and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I« blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
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641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
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Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97
Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-96

Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB

Hymn License no. 110000276
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629 What Is This Bread
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Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276
Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve

you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I« in peace.

Amen.
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NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
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BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
(P} Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit

578 Thy Strong Word
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5  Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!

A 6 God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276
Tune: Public domain
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SERVING SERVICE TODAY:

ELDER Joe Yancho
HEAD USHER Bruce Benso
READER Gaylon Pastella
SUNDAY READINGS
The readings for Sunday, November 1, 2026, are:
Micah 3:5-12

Psalm 43 (antiphon: v. 3)
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
Matthew 23:1-12

October 25 — Reformation Day (Observed)

John 8:3;6—"So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” Today
we celebrate Reformation Day! Luther is rightly remembered as a champion
of the Gospel—but he also called himself “the apostle of good works.” For,
only by being set free by the Gospel, can we do good works. Jesus has set us
free: His blood covers our sins, and now we stand before God as His beloved
children, invited to live our lives to His glory for the good of His kingdom.

“DO YOU EVER COME TO
CHURCH PRETENDING
YOUR WITNESS WAS JUST
STELLAR THIS WEEK
WHEN IT HARDLY EXISTS
AT ALL?”
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THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION

Sun. (10/25) 9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Mon. (10/26) 10:30 a.m.
Wed. (10/28) 11:30 am.
Sun. (11/01) 2:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
ATTENDANCE:
10/18/2026 9:00 a.m.
OFFERING:
Needed weekly: $§ 4,501.00
Rec’vd. 10/18/2026 $§ 2.792.90
Short Weekly $ (1,708.10)
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Bible Study

Adult Confirmation Class
Bible Study

Daylight Savings Time Ends

Service
Bible Study
61
Needed YTD $ 189,042.00
Rec’vd YTD $ 188.823.12
Short YTD $ (218.88)



ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome you and invite you to join us for coffee in the Fellowship Hall after service. Be
sure to check in with Debbie in the Narthex before service. Visitors are asked to sign the guest
book in the Narthex, please include your address and home church. If this is your first time
attending Holy Communion at Ascension, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder prior to the
service.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Flowers on the altar today are for the glory of God by Dennis & Jean Coburn in
celebration of their 64th wedding anniversary.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Our Thanksgiving project has started and goes through November 8th. Remem-
ber, this year we are collecting $25 grocery store gift cards from Food4Less, Sta-
ter Bros., or Winco. A collection container is in the Narthex. If you have ques-
tions, please ask an Outreach Committee member. Thank you!

ALL SAINTS DAY

All Saints Day is next Sunday, November 1. If you know of someone or have a
family member who died in the faith in the past year, please call Debbie and let
her know their name(s) by Wednesday, October 28.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 1 at 2:00 a.m. Remember to
set your clocks BACK an hour before going to bed on Halloween!

VOTER’S ASSEMBLY

The 2026 Ascension Voter’s Assembly will be November 8th at 1:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. The meeting is in person only. Zoom will not be available. An-
yone wishing to have their name on the ballot for a Board or Office, please con-
tact Mike Benzow.

CRAFT SALE
Thank you for all of your support last weekend with the craft fair. We raised $562 to
help with the cost of the furnace. Today after church in the Fellowship Hall, we have
some new items and baked goods set up, so even if you were here last week, come
and take a look.

HEATING AND AIR UPDATE

The total cost for the repairs was $9,975. So far, we have had donations of $4,450. At
the Oktoberfest potluck and craft sale we collected an additional $562 to go toward
these repairs. We are still looking to raise $4,963. Thank you to everyone who has
donated money, made or purchased crafts
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UyPCOMINCGC:

Sunday, October 11th—Sunday, November 8th—Thanksgiving Grocery
Store Gift Card Collection

Sunday, October 18" — Oktoberfest Potluck at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship
Hall

Sunday November 8th—Sunday, November 29th—Spark of Love Toy
Drive

Sunday, November 29" — Advent by Candlelight - immediately after service
at approximately 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 20™ — Congregational Christmas Party- at 1:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall
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Prayer and Praises” is your personal invitation to join with the Prayer Ministry of our church in
daily prayer. If you would like someone to stay on the prayer list, please call the church office at
760-247-7392, put your request on the prayer cards in the church, or go on-line at
www.ascensionav.org. Otherwise, names will be removed after TWO months.

ACCORDING TO THEIR NEED:

Angela Alder
Tricia Blake
Durfee Family
Gaylon Pastella
Gwen Strasburg
Adriana

Greg Arida
Vivian Bingnam
Sue Boers

Kyle Burton
Patrick Coole
Kathy Davis
Matt DeWitt
Kelley Dunne
Daniel Ellis
Alicia Ferrell
Christian Frash
Chrissie Gates
Zoey Gilman
John Gregg
Roger Hall

Jace Haynes
Evan Holtgrefe
Erwin Johnson
John & Connie Kays
Melody LeGray
Anthony Lopez
Chelo Martinez
Tom & Joan Mason
Todd McCoy
Linda Merkle
Grace Miskimen
Belita & Richard Nash
Adam Nieto
Richard & Alice Pastella
Diana Patel
Lauren Porter
Peggy Rhoades
Riley Family
Bea Shelby
Barbara Sosa
Cyndy Todd
Denise Turner
Phyllis Walton
Sharon Waters
John Worstel

Scripture; ESVE Cover verse: John 8:31
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Mary Beuerle Charles Blake

Devin Coole Judy Cutler

Jennifer Millgate Beverly Moglich
Mildred Sears Kevin Smith

Rory Tighe Mike Adams

Bob Albert Dave Anderson
MaryAnn Beck Marilyn Belka

Bill & Jan Blanton Grayson Blomberg
Raymond Bond Michelle Bryant

Ralph Calzada Kim Carpenter

Robert Coole John Davis

Tanya DeLong Nick & Julie DeRose
Mary Diaz Christine Dunne

John & Ann Duran Don Eliason

Heidi Evans Lynn Fairgrief
Eleanor Fetterman Charity Frash

Angie Garcia Jillian Garcia

Faigie Gawn Chris Gibson

Grace Glass Government

Raquel Gudino Shelly Hadsell

Emilie Harding Pastor Harris

Jeanne Hecksel Justin Hedden & Family
Alicia Inman Beverlyn Johnson
Michelle Jones Bud Justice

Emma Kraus Steve Kuhn

Paytym Lemkee Frank Liedtky & Family
Jean Manley Epris Martin

Debbie Martinez Kelly Marscheider
Victoria Mathews Diane & Dave McCoin
David McDonald Brian McMahan

Dave Meyer Military

Kelli Moore Jessica Moores

Lee Nelson Lauren Newman
David Parker Glenn & Nancy Pastella

Seung-Hee Pastella
Patience & Family

Tim & Marguerite Pastella
Esteban Penomeza

Mel & Mary Quecke Michele Rawlins

Dwayne Richardson Dave Riffel

Bill Robertson Noreen Selle

Short Family Ashley Skiffington
Georgina Soto Larry & Robin Thompson
Joshua Todd Richard Torres

Brandon Vess

Joni Wangeman
Phyllis Wheaton
Cynthia Yancho

Donna Wagers
Joe Waters
Curtis Wise

About the Cover: The Reformation was all about abiding in the Word
of our Lord. Martin Luther did just that during his rediscovery of the
Gospel, which resides plainly in the Lord’s words of forgiveness. This
forgiveness has been won for us by Jesus’ death on the cross and
delivered to us in His words. His words come to us with the water
of Baptism to bring the power of His presence. Because of His Word,
wherever we go, we know that Jesus is there. Wherever Jesus is, we
also have truth and freedom.
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