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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
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Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: Theltsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

P

In the name of the Father and of the ~}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
CONFESSIONAL ADDRESS
(P} During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to inten-

sify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that prevents
us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our in-
tention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this
night when He instituted this blessed meal for our salvation, it is
proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently exam-
ining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This Holy Sacrament
has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are trou-
bled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear
God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing
in us but sin and death, from which we are incapable of delivering
ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us.
For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the
whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself
our sin and the punishment we deserve.

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened
in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread,
broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became
man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of
this, I give you My body to eat.”
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In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again,
it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all
your iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to ob-
tain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the
new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As
a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.”

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently
believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and
Christ in him and has eternal life.

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—
that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification.
Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and fol-
low Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as
He has loved us. As our Lord on this night exemplified this love by
washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions serve
one another in love. For we are all one bread and one Body, even as
we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. For
just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread
made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one Body in
Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but
in deed and in truth.

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.

Amen.

Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring
God our Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us for-
giveness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniq-
uities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.
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INTROIT

Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but
God’s?
Yes.

Let it be done for you as you believe.

In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will
surely do it. Go in T peace.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Psalm 116:1-4; antiphon: v. 5

Gracious is the LorD, and righteous;

our God is merciful.
I love the LorD, because He has heard

my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because He inclined His ear to me,

therefore I will call on Him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid
hold on me;

I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the LOrD:

“O Lorbp, I pray, deliver my soul!”
Gracious is the LorD, and righteous;

our God is merciful.

KYRIE LSB 152
(P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P}  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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(P)  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Letus pray.

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remem-

brance of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred
mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption
may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 24:3-11

*Moses came and told the people all the words of the LorD and all the just
decrees. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words
that the LorD has spoken we will do.” *And Moses wrote down all the words of
the LorD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the moun-
tain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. ’And he sent
young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed
peace offerings of oxen to the LorD. *And Moses took half of the blood and put
it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. "Then he took the
Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said,
“All that the LorD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” *And Moses
took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the cov-
enant that the LorD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

*Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of
Israel went up, '“and they saw the God of Israel. There was under His feet as it
were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. ''And He
did not lay His hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God,
and ate and drank.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 116:12-19; antiphon: v. 17

"What shall I render to the LOrRD
for all His benefits to me?
1 will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LoRrbD,
I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all His people.

3Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of His saints.

"0 Lorp, I am Your servant;
I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant.
You have loosed my bonds.

"I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.

8] will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all His people,

Yin the courts of the house of the LORD,
in Your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE Hebrews 9:11-22

"When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that
is, not of this creation) “He entered once for all into the holy places, not by
means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of His own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption. "*For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with
the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the pu-
rification of the flesh, *how much more will the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our con-
science from dead works to serve the living God.

Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred
that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.

"For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be estab-
lished. '"For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as
the one who made it is alive. "®Therefore not even the first covenant was inau-
gurated without blood. '"For when every commandment of the law had been
declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with
water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all
the people saylng, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded
for you.” ' And in the same way | he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and
all the vessels used in worship. *Indeed, under the law almost everything is
purified with blood, and without the sheddrng of blood there is no forgiveness
of sins.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
VERSE OF THE DAY John 13:1b

Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the
end.



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 26:17-30

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus,
saying, “Where will You have us prepare for You to eat the Passover?” '*He
said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My
time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.’”
And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passo-
ver.

“"When it was evening, He reclined at table with the twelve. *'And as they
were eating, He said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me.” **And
they were very sorrowful and began to say to Him one after another, “Is it I,
Lord?” *He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with Me will
betray Me. **The Son of Man goes as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he
had not been born.” *Judas, who would betray Him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?”
He said to him, “You have said so.”

**Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it
and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” *’And He
took a cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of
it, all of you, **for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins. *’I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of
the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

3%And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit



629 What Is This Bread
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Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951

Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission:

SERMON
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NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,

Sit

OFFERING

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and

the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

11



OFFERTORY LSB 159
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P} Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You
for the love that sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the
gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we have redemption, the for-
giveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for
Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all faithful
and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treas-
ure in our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show
our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious
blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word
and the holy Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all good
works, and establishing in them the faith once delivered to the saints.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

wio
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Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those
who hold office in Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith
may abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful
servants of Christ to advance the Gospel both at home and in dis-
tant lands. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and
support them in challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding
in the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal for the Gospel
refresh and renew the witness of Your people everywhere. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peacea-
ble life with integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear office
in our land, especially The president and congress of the United
States, the governor and legislature of this state, and to all those
who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this
people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and
order our days in Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work
to bring peace and justice to the nations of the world that mutual
understanding and common endeavor may be increased among all
peoples. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and
centers of research and those who teach and work in them. Grant
Your wisdom in such measure that people may serve You honora-
bly in Church and state, and that our common life may be con-
formed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy.
Keep our children in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable
their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite
the members of all families in a spirit of affection and service that
they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

13
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Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the com-
merce and industry, the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our
people. Take under Your special protection those whose work is dif-
ficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their hands to any useful
task. Give them the just rewards for their labor and the knowledge
that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or
need, sickness or adversity (especially ). Be with those who
suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death
draws near (especially ). Bring consolation to those in sor-
row, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Y our
tender care. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served
You in Your Church on earth, who now rest from their labors
(especially ). Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints,
and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us,
Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

14



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Communion Statement

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body
and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may
show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder.

PREFACE LSB 160
(P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you,

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation
of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life
also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree
of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

15



SANCTUS LSB 161
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us
do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162

(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
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may sal -va - ftion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt
soul I8 sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - id base; It is the strength  of
i 9 . I — | . i i ] 1
i il o ——T——=% —g uil et
[ \Q._Ju - — .{ - - b I i 1
lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and wmake me whole:
faith are tumn - ing; So I, a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd ari:
Iy and glad - den My heart, for T am now Thy guest
heart and spir - it, The «cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
A Refrain ) )
g I I Il Il - - I n |
= = | = F I I L
R e .
rY) i i T o i T i

Lord, may Thy bod - y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-est good!

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000276
Tune: Public domain
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642 O Living Bread from Heaven

{4

| [ I | [ - } b1 1"
I 2 N ] ] 1% | | gt - | |- ] I
A [ & o = A y | LR
o *
10 liv. - ing Bread from  heay - ¢n, How  well You
2 My TLord, You here have led me To thiy most
3 You gave me  all I wannt - eds This  food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus  strength - ened With heav'n - Iy
i S—————— —
: | Y  —— .
B — 5 : JC— H ! J - - - I 1
L3
feed Your  guest! The gifts  that You have giv. - en
ho - ly place And  with  Your - self have fed me
death de - strov. And You Thave free - ly grant - ed
food, while  here My course on  eath is  length - ened,
f) ¢ .
[— - - I I - ] ]
[N 1 L4 ] W 1] 1 1 ¥ 1 ]
Py " T ¥ r
Have filled my heart  with  rest Oh, won - drous food  of
The trea - sures of Your  grace; For You  have free - Iy
The cup ol end - less jJoy. My Lord, I do  not
To  serve  with ho -y fear. And when  You call  my

s 1 4 I T ] -
< 7 7 7
hless - ing.  Oh, cup  that heals our  woes! My heart, this
glv - en What earth could nev - er  buy. The bread of
mer - 1l The fa - wvor You have shown, And all my
spir -t To  leave  this world  be - low. [ en - ter
| D ﬂ i \ ! - J—— [ T |
B, 11 b | ] - ] = - 11 I |
= Il Il —_
1 1 1 ’J
[¥ r 14
wifl pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - [ows.
life from  heuv - en, That now 1 shall oot die.
soul and spir - - it Bow  down  he - fore Your throne.
through Your  mer - it Where joys un- min- gled flow.
Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbdttel, ed. Michael Praetorius
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and pre-
serve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I« in peace.

Amen.
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NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211
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10 Lord, now let Your ser -  vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther All
(ﬂ b :
part in heav'n - ly peace, For I have secen the
glo - ry to  the Son, All glo - ry to  the
'&b b | ] | | | ;
[ | | | |- [
o) & ¥ = - -
g - 1y Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it For - ev - er Three in One;
b
e If 2 o o liw o o |
I\J i 1 i | i | i i |
A light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -
For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
(‘2 b
6 - . L) | I 0 I e
to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
L 4.b - e
| -y | | | | | | | | | |
B I = g
& = | * =
peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

L T __-
A -  men,
Sit
544 O Love, How Deep sts. 1-5
g ]E ] ] i ]
) - ) - | ] ]
1 —_ 1 = Il = o —
[N R ] 11 ] 1 1 =
Q)I' ' ' T 1
1 O love, how deep, how  broad, how high,
2 He sent no an - ecl to  our race,
3 For us hap - tized, for us He hore
4 For us He prayed; for us  He taught;
5 For us by wick - eod - ncss be - trayed,
%hn : e e
- L L - - - | & I ]
[ ' f — - l “ <
Be - yond all thought and fan - ta - SY,
Of high - er ar of low - er place,
His ho - Iy tast and hun - gered sore;
For us His dai - ly works He wrought,
For us, in Crown of thorns ar - rayed,
/) .
A —= > » > I — i |
ey e 1 If' !' : : ol [ » ! -
Fy;
That G, the Son of God, should tuke
But wore the robe of hu - man frame,
For us temp - ta - tion sharp He knew;
By  words and  signs and ac - tiong thus
He borc the shame - ful cross  and death;
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Our mor - fal form for mor - tals’ sake!

And to this world Him - self He came.

For us the fempt - er o - wver threw.

Sl seek - g oot Him - self  but us.

For us He gave His dy - ing breath.

Text: attr. Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819-85, alt.

Tune: English, 15th cent.
Text: Public domain
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STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The Communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and the
chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday.

PSALM

Psalm 22

Psalm 22:1-31 (ESV)

1 My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me? Why are You so far from sav-
ing Me, from the words of My groaning?

2 O My God, I cry by day, but You do not answer, and by night, but I find
no rest.

3 Yet You are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.

4 In You our fathers trusted; they trusted, and You delivered them.

5 To You they cried and were rescued; in You they trusted and were not put to
shame.

6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the
people.

7 All who see Me mock Me; they make mouths at Me; they wag their heads;

8 “He trusts in the Lord; let Him deliver Him; let Him rescue Him, for He
delights in Him!”

9 Yet You are He who took Me from the womb; You made Me trust You at My
mother’s breasts.

10 On You was I cast from My birth, and from My mother’s womb You
have been My God.

11 Be not far from Me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help.

12 Many bulls encompass Me; strong bulls of Bashan surround Me;

13 they open wide their mouths at Me, like a ravening and roaring lion.

14 I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of joint; My heart
is like wax; it is melted within My breast;

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue sticks to My jaws;
You lay Me in the dust of death.

16 For dogs encompass Me; a company of evildoers encircles Me; they have
pierced My hands and feet—

17 I can count all My bones— they stare and gloat over Me;

18 they divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast
lots.

19 But You, O Lord, do not be far off! O You My help, come quickly to My
aid!

20 Deliver My soul from the sword, My precious life from the power of the
dog!

21 Save Me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued Me from the horns of
the wild oxen!

22 I will tell of Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the congregation
I will praise You:

24



23 You who fear the Lord, praise Him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify
Him, and stand in awe of Him, all you offspring of Israel!

24 For He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted,
and He has not hidden His face from Him, but has heard, when He cried
to Him.

25 From You comes My praise in the great congregation; My vows I will
perform before those who fear Him.

26 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him shall
praise the Lord! May your hearts live forever!

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the
families of the nations shall worship before You.

28 For kingship belongs to the Lord, and He rules over the nations.

29 All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before Him shall bow all
who go down to the dust, even the One who could not keep Himself alive.
30 Posterity shall serve Him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming
generation;

31 they shall come and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn,
that He has done it.
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THE DEATH OF JESUS

*— «{\'@k{:\ s —e

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth
hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” And
some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of
them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed
and gave it to Him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah
will come to save Him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up
His spirit.

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of
the tombs after His resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to
many. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over
Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and
said, “Truly this was the Son of God!™

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,
who also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped
itin a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the
rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

—Matthew 27:45-54, 57-61
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