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The hamlet of Callicoon, in the Town of Delaware, is divided by the
Erie Railroad mtini upper and lower Main Street sections, with

buildings dating ba
tower for steam locomotives.

to 1888. The stone structure was a water

Callicoon’s got history
Gov. Cuomo announces
19 recommended historic places

8Y AUTUMN SCHANIL

CALLICOON - Last Wed-
nesday, Governor Andrew M.
Cuomo announced that 19
properties, resources and
districts have been recom-
mended by the New York
State Board for Historic
Preservation as additons to
the State and National Regis-
ters of Historic Places.

In Sullivan County, thanks

licoon’s history is that the
Erie Railroad opened in 1848
and the first steam engine
came through the town. Cal-
licoon soon grew into a
bustling community with the
railroad at it's center and the
Delaware River at its banks.
Today. only a few buildings
remain that date back before
the Civil War. A fire tore
through the town in the early
months of 1888, destroying
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== Win for Westbrookville

Fost office to remain open

STORY AND PHOTO
BY SHARON MACGREGOR

WESTBROOKVILLE-
“Good news,” said Mamakat-
ing Council Member, Brenda
Giraldi, “We have a commit-
ment - the Westhrookville
Post Office will remain open!”

The community post office
was recently threatened with
closure following the
announcement of Post Mis-
tress Marlene Roe's retire-
ment. Although Roe had
notified the United States
Postal Service (USPS) of her
intention six months earlier:
on February 18, boxholders
were informed the facili
would close effective Marc
31 and their mail would be
available at the Cudde-
backville Post Office.

Along with Giraldi, Assem-
blyman Karl Brabenec, post
office building landlord and
attorney Marcelle Martthews,
as well as Roe, rallied to avoid
closure. Letters and emails
were sent to USPS represen-
tatives from Westchester and
Utah to Washingion, DC;
telephone calls were made,

petitions were signed then
submitted and an appeal was
written. Additionally, social
media was utilized in a posi-
tive manner when Brenda
Jagger and Tori Stasiuk were
able to rally community
members for meetings at the
Methodist Church on Pine
Kiln Road via a Facebook
group.

“The corporate offices as
well as the Westchester office
have said it will stay open, as
long as it is staffed,” Giraldi
explained.

Currently, applicants are
being reviewed and the best
candidate will be awarded a
permanent  employment
package with a fixed salary
rather than the proposed
performance based compen-
sation. An experienced postal
employee will be assigned to
train Roe’s replacement,

“Everyone worked very
hard,” said Matthews, “We
have a commitment to keep it
open as a contractual post
office and business will not be
disrupted. This is about more
than a post office, this is about
the nexus of the community,

and it is important to keep it. |
give a lot of credit to Brenda
Giraldi and Assemblyman
Brabenec in addition to Bren-
da and Tori for their efforts.”

Asked how he felt about the
turn of events, Assemblyman
Brabenec replied. “I am
extremely happy the postal
service has decided to keep
the post office open. This
post office is a necessary part
of our community since
many in the area are senior
citizens and have no home
delivery, requiring a post
office box to get their mail.
The potential closing would
have created an additional
hardship on those residents.”

Many of the details will
continue to be sorted out
including identifying the new
postmaster, but for now, the
people have spoken and the
Westbrookville Post Office
will remain the hub where
residents can receive a num-
ber of services from purchas-
ing stamps to shipping pack-
ages as well as catching up
with their neighbors.

"It is just wonderful seeing
the community happy, and
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the looks on their faces at the
community meeting this
week. It is also great to see
social media used in a posi-
tive way and knowing this
grassroots stuff does work
once in a while,” Giraldi
shan'.% .

For her , Stasiuk recog-
nized a mﬂm crv when she
heard it. “I believe the USPS
thought that since we were
such a small town that losing
the post office would not
have an effect on our com-
munity. They were wrong ... "

to the attentive and persis-
tant work of Town of
Delaware Historian Cindy
Herbert and consultant Neil
Larson of Larson Fisher Asso-
ciates, Inc., the hamlet of Cal-
licoon has been nominated.
Callicoon has history dat-
ing back to the early 1600s
when ir's said that Dutch
hunters first settled in the
area while traveling west
from the Hudson Valley.
The best known fact of Cal-

most of its buildings and

businesses. Callicoon was

quick to rebuild though, and
in a larger and more substan-
tal manner.

50 what does this nomina-
tion mean for the hamlet of
Callicoon?

A Historic District designa-
ton along with the Preserve

New York Grant that the ham-
let was awarded in Septem-

d CUure

Breanna Ross 1s co]lecting*for

STORY AND PHOTO
BY JEANNE SAGER

ROSCOE — In most ways,
Breanna Ross is a typical 10-
year-old.

She loves to play basket-
ball on Saturday mornings
and wows her dad as she
: whizzes around an iPhone.
She can't wait for summer
when she can go swimming
and fishing.

But on an average week-
end when her classmates at
Livingston Manor Central
School are browsing You-
Tube or playing video

ames, chances are you'll

ind Breanna in front of a
bottle redemption machine,
exchanging empties for cold
hard cash.

It's not for her. For the past
three years, Breanna has
been collecting people's
empty cans and bottles and
returning them to the store.
building up a fund 5 cenis
by 5 cents to help find a cure

| for multiple sclerosis.

The fifth grader's dad,

PLEASE SEE HISTORY, 3A

_ONTRIBUTED PHOTD

County leader head

statewide group

'.," sty 8 i

4 I | = .

A Yo A F ._-F':'*._TSA f-'“r !C...-r.r.rn'a:;-:‘rr-t?f and Fire

. WVIG, Center, was re-elected as President of
‘ inators Association (CFCA) guring 1ts 2016 Con-
ke r A" ¢ Academy. Pictured from the left are NYS Fire

': /ens, Deputy Fire Administrator Bill Davis
A . Martinkovic. NYS Director of the State Ottice of Emer
| > _
E 'VISIEy. and Deputy Hre Administrator Francic
A ty Hre Coordin 3tors from S§7 Lounties in
= ) the ( B ot MNeEw York T'“E-.! work
'.l 4 Nty and act 35 4 lason with the New
‘' angd Lontrol to assist with state
I fire service membeas anag o act as the Regional
Ty wh i Statewnde all ;‘J'."."'J"-
| { Aid | n'-.', diS0 are responsible 10 assist with
- ] _u,r""f"-'"#_' 1 [ F- r
b ""“-'. [ J-r'l."l.,"'"f- r"';:?lt.: d ( ""-'?.I' { -
. IPOTOXImatety maor iy Martink v
f MS are OnNe year apiece nCo
F MO pani ol th P In Ne
¥ a0
-..,p- J 4.-;

UDC to honor

Steve Ross, was diagnosed
with MS seven months
before his daughter was
born in August of 2005 She
attended her first MS Walk
lor the Cure when she was
still in a stroller

But it wasn't until she was
7 that the seriousness of the
condition really took hold

[ had a real bad selzure,’
Steve Ross rec alls, "and my
mother didn't get there in
Lilnlu' S0 |Breanna) called

lhe 10-year-old remem-
bers thap day as a turning
point
| knew mv dad has MS
but | NEVEer saw |t before |
she said. "H was laying in
bed and '-Imkllt;.:

A 1w months later, Brean-
na was returning bottles for

deposit with her grand-
mother when it hit her: this
was a way a kid could make
money, this was a way to
help.

That year she talked to
friends and was able to raise
356 to go toward the funds
raised by Shelley's Crew for
the Cure, a team of mostly
Roscoe residents who walk
in the National MS Society's
annual fundraising walk in
Binghamton. The next year,
she raised $325 with her bot-
tle and collections.

T'his year, the vyear her
project got a name - Cans
for the Cure - Breanna was
aiming for $1,000. She's
already raised $1,700, with
the help of a bake sale and
car wash in addition to her
can returns, and she has no

Intention of stopping until
the walk on May 1.

The 10-year-old is part of

the reason Shelley's Crew
ranked ninth in the state in
terms of fundraising for the
National MS Society last
year with a whopping $9,502
raised. This year they're
shooting for even higher,
with the help of donation
spots around the Livingston
Manor and Roscoe areas for
Breanna's cans. Marked
with signs in bright orange,
they include 287 DeBruce
Road in Manor, and 148
Rockland Road and 25 High-
land Avenue in Roscoe.

Asked why she does it, the
10-year-ald turned shy and
sneaked a peek at her dad
"For a cure,” she answered
with a smile.

That's why every member
of Shelley’'s Crew - named
for Roscoe resident Shelley
Eggleton - do what they do.
And this year they're ho INg
(0 top off Breanna's cuﬂec-
tions with a basket raffle on
April 22 at the Rockland
House. With everything
from Alex and Anij bracelets
to custom furniture, the raf-
fle will be a major addition
to the 10-year-old's efforts
and a large piece of local
efforts o fight a disease
some 400,000 Americans are
currently fighting.

For more informatign or
(0 get involved, call Eggleton
at B07-498-4444, drop off
returnable cans or bottles at
one of Breanna's drop-off

Spots or swing by th
raftle on the 21‘.1‘13 atesl::,a;l:ﬂ
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River Valley.
A reception with Appetizers

and cash bar beginnine - -
followed by a buffer 40 S P-m

and Spring Coral roots, River
Otters, Marsh Rats, and Long-
lailed Salamanders, while pro-
Viding clean drinking water to
Mmany hamlets and towns along
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