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COLPOSCOPY AND CERVICAL BIOPSY
PURPOSE:   For further evaluation of an abnormal pap smear.
COLPOSCOPE:   An instrument that magnifies the tissue for better evaluation.  The cervix will be treated with acetic acid (vinegar) to highlight the abnormal tissue.  This may feel cold but does not hurt. 

CERVICAL BIOPSY:   A very small amount of tissue is sampled.  This may or may not cause a short, sharp pain and some cramping, which should resolve quickly.  The tissue is sent to pathology for diagnosis.

IF YOU THINK YOU MAY BE PREGNANT:   Please notify your doctor.  A cervical biopsy is reserved for lesions that appear more advanced.

POST PROCEDURE:   You may have a bloody discharge for two to three days, progressively darkening to dark red or brown.  In some cases, your doctor may use a solution to minimize the bleeding.  This may cause a blackish discharge.  The doctor will advise your if tampons were used after the procedure.  If so, these must be removed in two hours.  Avoid sexual intercourse, tub baths, swimming and douching for one week.  Follow up in one week in the office to discuss results.  Please make an appointment before leaving today.  If you experience any difficulties after your procedure, or if you have any questions, do not hesitate to call our office.

WARNING SIGNS:   Heavy bleeding (like a period or more, passing clots).  If pregnant – cramping or frequent contractions.  If any of these occur, please call our office.

