Boycott Goes On

The Cumulative Impacts of-Coors

By Tom Skeele *

A few lssues ago, In a Dear Shit for
Bralns Jetter, someone asked us all to lay off
Coors now that the company and labor
unions have made amends. The request was
premature. Yes, the AFL-CI1O got Coors to
concede on two lssues — Coors will use
union lsbor w0 build all new facilities, and
won't interfere in the brewery workers’ un-
lonization vote. In return, the union federa-
tion called off Its ten year boycott. However,
a3 1"l explaln later, others say the AFL-C10’s
“victory” was hollow and incomplete, and
are still pushing the boycott.(1) ,

, the SFB letter came at
about the same time [ saw a Coors advertise-

meeting, Coors talked of the possibllity of
blacks replacing whites If the act was
passed.”(7) Inhis 1980 editorial in the Rocky
Mountain News ttled “Without Nuclear
Power: Crippled Economy” came the fol
lowing: “[M]any of the visible leaders of the
ant-nuclear power mavement are identifi-
able with the New Left — the most active
wing of the Communist Party in Amer-
ica.”(8) The company's chalrman justifies
his support of the far right by his economic
views: “I belleve In the free-market

ter."(9) I
Both Bill and Joe are thought to be .

billionalres. Thelr success has earned them
into the Bohemian Grove, an

. acceptance .
elite club to which Reagan and Gther “suling

bers belong.(10)

ment in B 8 new en class
gazine published in Colarado. The ad
pictured a discarded beer bottle at the base of

8 USFS Wilderness sign. The caption read
“We wouldnt be caught dead In some
places,” and the text stated the following:

Some ies talk about the emviron-
ment. At Coors, we've done something about it.
We've baken a leadership role in the industry.

We know that when a person walks
through a forest he charges i, just with his
footprints, Wealso know there are some natural
resources which can never be replaced once they
are consumed or lost. That's why Coors has
devot.xl 30 wuch time, and so many resources, to
programs that can help protect the emvirom-
ment....

The combined impact of these two pro-
Coors pleces jolted me Into literary action.
1'd heard enough of this “Coors ain’t bad”
drivel. What follows is a detalled look at the
“Coors Dynasty” — both company and

An analogy is appropriate here. Fre-
quently, we lists play the
game and work on environmental Impact
statements. This article is an EIS on the
Coors Dynasty. Asls frequently the case, no
single impact within the document Is over-

whelming. Rather, the cumulative impacts .

are what makes the project inexcusable.

THE COORS FAMILY
The Coors family has been on this
for [3 all the while
in the Colorado Rockles. They have been
brewing beer (though many question
whether “Colorado Kool Ald" Is really beer)
since 1873, except during Prohibition.

Atpresent, the hierarchy of the Adolph
Coors Company and {ts subsid closely
resembles the Coors family tree.

*Willlam (BIll) Coors, oldest of the third
generation, is chairman of the company.
“Joseph (Joe) Coors, Bill's brother, Is vice
chairman of the company.

*Jeff Coors, Joe's second son, is president of
the company.

*Peter Coors, Joe's third son, Is president of
the Coors Brewing Company.

*Joe Coors Junior Is president of the Coors
Ceramics Company.

*Grover Coors, brother number four, Is
president of Microlithics (one of the Adolph
Coors Company’s “technology compa-
nies”).

*John Coors, youngest of the brothers, is
head of Coors Customer Satisfaction Divi-
sion.

Joe St. 1s the leading public figure of the
family, though he claims he’s trying to keep
alow profile.(2) Known as an ultraconserva-
tive zealot, Joe, according to one investiga-
tve reporter in 1982, “has been cultivating
more than hops and barley. Power is his
main crop. After decades of muttering right
wing causes and politiclans, Coors is now
ready to reap the benefits of his harvest ...
and It reaches all the way to the White
House.”(3) Joe stated that “The elec-
ton of President Reagan — with his basic
philosophies and ideas and programs — Is
like a lifetime’s dream come true for me.”(4)
Coors was one of Reagan’s “Kitchen Cabi-
net,” and Is dedicated “to the work ethic, to
hardcore capitalism, a strong America and to
an absolute minimum of government inter-
ference in practically everything.”(S) Joe's
political activities have been so extreme as to
cost him the potential to be a public official.
His nomination by Presidents Reagan and
Ford to the board of Public Broadcasting
Corporation, and his hopes for a position as
White House Counselor to Reagan (after
Meese left), were shot down due to his right.
wing extremism.(6)

Bill Coors Is similar in his political
conservattsm.  His comments regarding
various ethnic groups have eamned him a
reputation as a racist. In 1964 Bill held a
mandatory meeting for his workers at which
he “urged the employees of the Adolph
Coors Company to write their Congressman
opposing the Clvil Rights Act. The employ-
ees were pald to attend this meeting. At the
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Joe's five sons have been more polit-
cally diverse than thelr father and uncle, bus
only a bit! Grover, a one-time hipple and

t d rator, fessed in a 1988
Los Angeles Times article that he could imag-
ine voting for Dukakis. “I'm an economic
conservative, but I'm a social liberal, in
many ways.” In reference to why the family
opposed the Teamsters’ union vote, Joe Jr.
was quoted In the same article as saylng
“{W]e had a union before, and it didn’t hurt
us.” These c are almost blasph
mous amidst the rest of the family’s bellefs.
On the subject of unions, brother Jeff said
“What else should we do? Just gtve them the
keys to the place?... It's Just like Inviting the
Russians in to take over America.” Pete has

consldered taking his politics into the public -
arena.(11) 3 \ S gy
" 1n Canada Coors and Coors Light are brewed *
. by Molson Breweries of Canada
2) Coors Ceramics Company is the -

All five of Joe St.’s sons agree on key
Issues. They are all “born-again” Christians
who feel that selling alcohol Is morally ac-

Ble: ¢ don s

p hat mod I; and
that alcoholism 1sn't an lllness, but rather a

sin (as Is homosexuality).(12) ... ‘
PUBLIC LIMELIGHT o )
The Coors Dynasty has been In the
public eye over many issues in the past two
decades, though thelr sctions
public attention prior+o the 60s. Following
are the events that caused most of the con-
troversy. .
**While on the University of Colorado

Board of Regents (1967-1972), Joe Coors .

called for the government to penalize radi-
cals and “pleasure-loving paYasites” such as
welfare recipients and hipples. Displeased
with the progressive opinions voiced In the
campus newspaper, Joe financed an alterna.
tive paper. This paper eventually attacked
him for trying to force the resignation of the
university president, who refused Joe's re-
quest to ban the Students for a Democratic

Soclety from campus. Coors also opposed -

other “permissive” activities on campus,
among them, giving birth control Informa-
tion to female students.(13) Joe was critl-
cized while on the board of regents for pass-
ing John Birch Society literature to other
regents. (He had given $6000 over a ten year
period to the society.)(14) .

**A boycott by labor groups, which has
been called off after ten years by some
groups, has given the company the adverse
most publicity. At times various groups,
including racial minorities, gays, feminists
and environmentalists have been involved
In the boycott of Coors products. Coors
officlals consider recent events to have put
the Issue to rest, but others, both in and
outside of the labor unions, still support-the
boycott.(15)

**Rumors have circulated In the gay
community that the Coors company dis-
criminated against homosexuals, and had
given financial support to Anita Bryant.(16)
Joe Coors has been outspoken in his opposi-
tion to the ERA.(17)

**Joe Coors helped propel several of his
Colorado colleagues Into key administra-
tion positions, Including james Watt as
Secretary of Interior, Anne Gorsuch Burford
as head of the EPA, and Robert Burford as
head of the BLM.(18)

**Bill, In what has been referred to as
the “slave trader” speech of 1984, told a
meeting of minority business executives in
Denver that one of the best things slave.
drivers did to American blacks “Is to drag
your ancestors over here in chains” because
blacks in America have greater opportunity
than in those Africa. He further said that
Zimbabwean blacks “lack the Intellectual
capacity to succeed ..."(19) He added that
descendants of Mexican “wetbacks” should
also give thanks that they got here, even if
they had to swim the Rio Grande.

Shortly thereafter, Joe addressed the
plight of the Native Americans: “...Indlans
chose to stay on the reservations, versus
becoming Americans. .And now they're
upset that the government didn't give them
more money: But they were given a choice.

* THE ADOLPH COORS COMPANY * ' ¢
'hnmhmypleztoonlmx(:om{

They could have come in to any community
in America, like the Mexicans did, and be-
come a part of if. But they couldn't cope
with R...” Coors is now helping fund drug
rehabilitation programs on the reservations,
and spending money trying to appease
minority They have a public rela-
tions staff to extol the virtues of these osten-
sibly progressive efforts.(20) Nonetheless,
some r b ber that

back In the 1920s, the KKK held meetings
and cross-burning ceremonies on the brew-
ery property, with the permission of Adolph
Coors(21) < Lr of v e

s "'q' T J':’(_..,

peny, Coors Ceramics Company, and Coors
& ehnology Cs including Golden

Aluminum, Graphic Packing Corporation,
Coors Blotech, Inc, Coors Energy Com-

pany, and Microlithcs Corporation. A look

at what these entities do sheds light on the
depth of the dynasty’s impecton our planet.
Most of what follows comes from the com-
peny’s 1988 Annual Report. = © - -

1) Coors Brewing Compeny in 1988
moved from number five 0 number four
among the nation's top brewers, and
shipped out 16,534,000 barrels of “beer.” In
addition to Coors, Coors Light, and Extra
Gold Draft, they brew several “specialty”
beers, including Herman Joseph’s Original
Draft, JH LIGHT, Killlan's Irish Red and
Winterfest (a holidsy production). Bad
news for all you Molson Ale drinkers fs that

Limited. -

second largest business under the Adolph
flag, employing nearly 2000 people at 14
) C idwide, This T 1s pro-
ducing ceramic material for a military de-
fense contractor and Is expanding Its aero-
space, defense and industrial markets. They

- recently acquired the assets of a company

that fabricates and Installs material han.
dling equipment for the coal, mineral proc.
essing, power generation and steel-indus-

Years ago, Coors Porcelain (now Coors
Ceramics) opened a plant in Brazil, where
they made ceramic de-watering devices for
pape ki hi) The president of
the company at the time said one reason for
choosing Brazil was the rapid growth of the
Brazilian pulp and paper Industry. This, of
course, relled upon the explolitation of tropi-
cal rainforests.(23) The Coors Porcelain Co.
has advertised In the John Birch Soclety’s
magazine, American Opinion.

3) Coors Energy Company was formed
In 1980 to provide an uninterrupted supply
of natural gas and coal to the many Coors
facilities. It has evolved into a complete oil,
natural gas, and coal exploration company.
Coors Energy drills for natural gas in eastern
and western Colorado, and has coal hold-
ings on the Eastern Slope. Abe Phillips, a
company vice president, has said that they
will aggressively continue to explore for oll
and gas In the Rockles and elsewhere.(24) In
September of 1982, a road was bulldozed
into a BLM Wilderness Study Area (WSA)
outside of Grand Junction, CO, for the pur-
pose of oll and gas exploration by the Coors
subsidlary. Entry into the WSA was allowed
because of a controversial federal court deci-
sion in Wyoming that allows the develop-
ment of certain ol and gas leases to override
wilderness protection.(25)

4) Golden Aluminum Company was
formed In 1980 “to reclaim and recycle used
beverage cans.”

5) Graphite Packaging Corporation
makes packaging for pet food, consumer

, P | care, photographic film,
chemicals, and other products.

6) Coors Blotech, Inc. operates a comn
wet-milling plant, a fermentation facility,
and produces and markets Ingredients for
the animal feed industry (livestock, fish, and
pet foods).

7) Microlithics Corporation was
formed In 1988 to produce interconnect
boards and dard electronic duk
used In military computer systems.

EXAMPLES OF FREE ENTERPRISE?
Joe Coors Is well-known for his desire to
Inimize go in This
sort of goal probably appeals to most EFl
readers, too; however, such independence
demands respect for the natural, soclal, and
political environment. Joe and the rest of
the gang don't Incorporate that respect In
thelr t dealings, as the foll g
Incidents demonstrate.
**Joe and BIll, gaining control of the
fied both h 1

v Fy A3
(with Investments in oll and gas leases, coal,

dealing,
~» ionment of territory.(27) < -

and real estate) and vertically (by growing
thelr own hops, berley, and rice; making
thelr own alumifum cans; transporting
with their own trucks; and maintalning an
exclusive network of deslers In 11 Western
states).(26) Through an exclusive dealership
scam, Coors gained control of the beer
market in the West. This violated antl-

ly laws, and the Supreme Court
upheld a Federal Trade Commission ruling
that found the company gullty of restraint
of trade. The FTC charged thst Coors en-
gaged In price-fixing, coercion, refusal to
allow its beer to be sold to retall chains,

o y} and

V' .*n fall 1975, the Federal Equal Em-
i C

mpany with race and sex discrimination.
Twice In the early 703 the Colorado Civil
Rights Commission found Coors guilty of
:l:f(nmlmuon' againsg, black employ-
* *ln 1975, the company finally went
public with a stock offering, and 4.1 milllon
shares of Class B (non-voting) stock sold out
in less than half a day at $31 a share.(29) All
Class A (voting) stock is now held by the
Adolph Coors Jr. Trust. The Trust s probably
composed of family members, though a
company corporate communications
spokesperson said he did not know who was
on it. Only Class B stock ks avatlable through

public trading.(30)
“1n April 1984, Senator Edward Ken-

- nedy (D-MA) called for an investigation of
" “apparent favoritism” within OSHA (Occu-

pational Safety & Health Administration),
which may have ordered the removal of two
Coors Porcelain plants from the top priority

* Inspection list. Kennedy pursued this based
. on the testimony of Curtis Foster, a former

head of OSHA’s Denver region who has since
been fired, and who believes Coors pres-
sured OSHA into firing him.(31) According
%0 the Kansas City Star, this sort of favoridsm
“may have contributed” to the death of two
brewery workers back In 1982, A US repre-
sentative whose staff Investigated the Coors
case said serfous viol

ppeared to have buted o the accl-
dent.” OSHA never cited the company fot
these Foster said tried
to enter the plant two months before the
accident but were tumed away by Coors
officlals who demanded a search war-

- omntf32) .o T

LABOR DISPUTES AND BOYCOTTS

Coors s the Jast major brewery operat-
ing a non-union facility.(33) It has been 12
years since members of the Brewer’s Workers
Local 366 went on strike over such ssues as
contractual disputes, the use of polygraph
tests for applicants and the search and sel-
zure of workers' personal property by the
company’s security force.(34) Elghteen
months after the strike started, non-striking
workers voted the unjon, which had been
there since 1934, out of the brewery.(35)
Numerous black, latino, gay, women's and
environmental groups had been boycotting
Coors prior to the strike. The AFL-CIO
Jolned the boycott when Coors broke their
union, and the union issue became the focal
point for boycotting Coors products.

As mentioned above, in August 1987,
the AFL-CIO reached an agreement with the
company, and called off thelr boycott
Coors made two concessions: 1) all future

. plant construction wiil be done under nego-

tlated labor agreement; and 2) Coors will not
intervene in future AFL-CIO union election
campalgns at the brewery.(36) The labor
federation felt they had won a great victory.
There was heated competition between
unions (the Te Brewery Cc e
and the International Association of Ma-
chinlsts and Aerospace Workers) for the

- support of the 4000 hourly wage workers at

the plant; but they did agree that the AFL-
CIO should not have called off the boycott
while the Coors brewery continued to resist

| fon.(37) The T won the
right to head the union campaign at the
Coors facility, but then were voted out of the
brewery. Not surprisingly, both Joe and Bill
Coors have contributed money to the anti-
unlon National Right to Work Commit-
tee.(38)

THE COLORADO MAFIA
In 1983, the AFL-CIO claimed that 35
people appointed by the Reagan Admini-

stration came from the “Coors Connec- -

tion,” a network of conservative organiza-
tions and foundations financed In part by
some aspect of the Coors dynasty.(39) On
some level, Joe Coors was responsible for the
appointments of all these Individuals, each
of whom adhered to his philosophy that

ploy Opp Y filed s
« complaint agatnst Coors, charging the
* oo



business should run the government and
not vice-verss.(40) They became known as
Reagan's “Colorado Mafla,” and a Republi.
can politiclan once sald “If there 1s such a
thing as a Colorado mafla, then there is no
doubt that Joseph Coors ks the godfa-
ther.”(41) Some of these people — espe-
clally the aforementioned James Watt, Anne
Gorsuch Burford, and Robert Burford —
have gained Infamous standing In the his-
tory of environmental non-preserva-
ton.(42)

James Watt had previously headed the
Mountain States Legal Foundation (MSLF),
which Joe Coors helped found and fund
with a group of wealthy ranchers, oll men,
and mining executives; and which he served
for awhlle as chairman.(43) The MSLF Is a
private organization that defined its pur-
pose under Watt as fighting “excessive bu-
reaucratic regulations and the stifling eco-
nomic effects resulting from the actlons of
extreme environmentalist groups and no-
growth advocates.”(44) MSLF lawyers spe-
clalized In suits against the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Department of
terior that slowed enforcement of

in and water and wilderness protec.
tlon laws.(44) Early on, MSLF argued against
an affirrative action program at the Univer-
sity of Colorado School of Law, and sup-
ported the state of Idaho in an attempt to
rescind its ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment. It tried to block lower utility
rates for the elderly, as well as battling
against the likes of the Slerra Club and the
Environmental Defense Fund, and fighting
OSHA over business inspections.(45)

From the Colorado State Senate came
Robert Burford (who later married Anne
Gorsuch). He was named director of the
BLM, and was thus situated under Interlor
Secretary Watt.(46) Burford was a rancher
and a mining engineer, with grazing rights
on 32,000 acres of BLM land at the time of
his appointment. He had been a leader of
the Sagebrush Rebelllon, a counterattack by
ranchers against a serfes of court orders and
congressional efforts In the '70s to force the
BLM to crack down on overgrazing on public
lands.(47)

Then there was the group of young,
politically unknown people who were
elected to the Colorado House of Represen-
tatives, and later referred to as the “House
Crazies.” They were anti-regulation, and
several were later given high posts in the
Reagan Administration. Joe Coors was a
major contributor to the election campaigns
of these Republicans. Of particular concern
to preservationlsts, Anne Gorsuch was ap-
pointed to head the EPA. She became em-
broiled In the “Sewergate” scandal. Gorsuch
appolnted Steve Durham to head the EPA's
Region VIII, an appointment worth men-
tioning given that he once said tiat if he
ever found that he had an endange:cd spe-
cles on his property, he would “go out and
starn it out Immediately” so It would not
! =nce what he could do on his land.(48)
‘orsuch placed Coors lawyer James
rson third in command at the
EPA.(49) Sanderson's job was to help “reor-
ganize” the agency, which resulted in drop-
ping many of its enforcement officials and
shifting others to positions where they
would have little authority. Thornton Fleld,
who, as an Adolph Coors Co. lawyer, had
lobbled the Colorado state legislature to free
the brewing company of certaln environ-
mental protection guidelines, became head
of the EPA’s enforcement division, further
crippling the agency with yet another
highly placed officlal who came from the
very Industries he was meant to regu.
late.(50) Fleld and Sanderson were both
involved in allowing the dumping of 1500
barrels of toxic waste by the Coors Company
into a landfill site outside Denver which the
EPA had ruled should be closed.(51) (Since
that time, the company has received notifi-
cation from the EPA that it is a “potential
responsible party” for the Lowry Landfill
Site under Superfund regulations, and may
be required to contribute toward the cost of
study and clean-up. Predictably, the com.
pany has contested the EPA’s estimates of
the amount and nature of the waste.[52])
Fleld was actlvely involved, when with
Coors, In a Colorado Association of Com-
merce and Industry panel on hazardous
wastes. The panel declared that at least half
of the federal EPA regulations that Fleld
would cventually oversce were unneces.
sary.(53)

A former speclalist on the EPA at a
Coors-supported think tank was given the
lob, during the Gorsuch years, of complling
a “hit list” of EPA officlals who were tough
on Industry.(54) A former campalgn worker
for two Coors-backed candidates for Con-
gress became the EPA's press spokesman _
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under Gorsuch. He was given the task of
deleting unpleasant words, such as ‘hazard-
ous’ and ‘explosive’, from EPA news releases
concerning chemical accidents.(55)

The Coors’s present influence in the
White House Is less than In the Reagan years.
They are so unimpressed with our new Presi-
dent that, for the first time In memory, not
a single family member went *o the Repub-
lican National Convention.(56) As the dis-
cussion on the Adolph Coors Foundation
below shows, however, Coors remains a
powerful and destructive fc

HELPING BREW UP A WAR

Wars may well be the greatest type of
industrial pillage humans have yet devised.
They damage vast areas of land, while incit-
Ing economic growth and thus resource
exploitation. Today, Central America is
experiencing these phenomena. (For infor-
mation on the destruction there, write Earth
Island Institute, 300 Broadway, Suite 28, San
Francisco, CA 94133, for thelr Journal and
Green Papers on the subject.) Joe Coors's
newest contribution to environmental dis-
aster comes in the form of support to the
Contras.

During the congressional committee’s
investigation of the Iran-Contra affalr, Joe
Coors testlified that he had given $65,000 to
Oliver North's covert supply operation. The
money was used to buy a plane for the
Contras.(57) And according to Colonel
Flaco, a US civillan commando unit leader
who has helped the Contras, “Coors Brew-
ery Is one of the contras’ biggest supporters.”
Joseph has also been (and may well still be)
a principal backer of the US Counclil for
World Freedom, which, according to a 1985
Miami Herald article, channels upwards of
$500,000 per month from wealthy business
and conservative groups to the Contras.(58)
Holly Coors, Joe's wife (though they are now
separated), heads another pro-Contra group
called Cltizens for America (CFA).(59) CFA
has sought to win congressional support for
the Contras by biinging 20 of them to
campalgn In person for more ald in 200
congressional districts across the US.(60)
The group was established In 1983 with $1

million in “seed money,” and Joe was a
contributor.(61)

Joe has been supporting the Contras in
other ways as well. He has been on the board
of governors for the Council for National
Policy (CNP), an elite and highly secretive
policy formulation group composed of for-
mer high government and military officlals,
religlous lcaders, legislators, and corporate
executives. CNFP serves as a fundraising
network for the Nicaraguan Democratic
Force (FDN).(62)

RECYCLING AND BOTTLE BILL OPPOSI-
TION

The 1988 Adolph Coors Company
Annual Report claims the following: “Thirty
years ago, Adolph Coors Company devel-
oped the aluminum can and concept of
recycling to preserve resources and protect
the environment. Today, the Recycling
Division of Golden Aluminum Company
buys billlons of pounds of used beverage
cans from which the rolling mill manufac-
tures high quality sheet stock....”

Such propaganda might lead one to
think the Coors Company Is conservation-
minded. In asense, thisistrue. Last year, the
Golden Aluminum Co. supplied not only
100% of the end and tab stock used by the
brewing company to make thelr beer cans,
they also Increased sales to other can manu-
facturers. This spring, Golden Aluminum
produced Its first body stock (can siding),
and now claims to be the first company in
the world to “close the recycling loop” by
making the entire can from at least partially
recycled aluminum.(63) Willlam Coors
admits that the move to recycling was
prompted by cconomics, but says that both
It and the company’s development of the
stay.with-the.can pop tab stand as tributes
to the positive results of long-term planning
for both the business and the environ.
ment.(64)

Despite its use of appropriate recycling
technology, the company Is not at the fore.
front of the recycling battle. To the con.
trary, Coors has lobbled heavily against
mandatory deposit legislation. In 1976, the
Coors Company, along with the Columbline

Bottling Company, launched a medla cam-
paign to defeat a Colorado state “bottle bill”
initiative. The two companies jointly out-
spent the recycling proponents 30 to 1, and
successfully convinced the Colorado voters
that the bill was unnecessary.(65)

ADOLPH COORS FOUNDATION

The Adolph Coors Foundation, the
family’s private foundation, gets its funds
from two different famnily bequests. Money
derived from one of the two wills Is slated
specifically for use within Colorado, while
the other allows funding of activitles outside
the state, The Foundatlon's primary areas of
Interest are health, educaton (“which
should provide a balanced perspective of our
nation's free-market economy...”), preserva-
tion of historic sites, youth groups; and, “to
build a stronger, healthler society and eco-
nomic environment,” most of the Founda-
tion’s activities outside of Colorado “...
endeavor to preserve and promote tradl-
tional values and the principles of a free-
market economy.” Much of the money that
supported programs or organizations within
Colorado during 1987 went to efforts that
would be considered progressive, but not
threatening to the Coors political philoso-
phy.

Appropriate funding projects — such as
Colorado Domestic Violence Coalition, Blg
Brother/Big Sister programs, public televi-
slon, and the Denver Muscum of Natural
History — win the family and the company
much needed positive press.(66) They
don't, however, balance out the insidlous
impact that the remainder of the Founda-
tlon’s funding projects have on Earth. The
rest of the Foundation’s reciplents are ex-
tremely conservative and detdimental to the
planct. The following Isa partlal, but telling,
list of the 1987 Adolph Coors Foundation
reciplents. The Information comes largely
from the Foundation’s ‘87 Annual Report.

$272,586 to the Colorado School of
Mines Foundatlon.

$25,000 to Colorado Alllance of Busi-
ness, funding a Work-For-Yourself program,
which “helps students develop entrepre-

continued on page 10
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Coors

mowriel 1kills for job alernstives.”

50,000 o the Ronald Reagan Prest-
dential Poundstion, fos coastruction of the
Reagen Presidentis| Library.

$100,000 1o the SSC Partner Corp. @
Wmeub&lundtmmdmd

the Super Collider.
$25,000 © the Rocky Mountain Blly
Crussde.

25000 1o the Mineral lnformation -
sutvte, whose mission 8 “tmproving public
swareness of the lmportance of minemls
and energy resources.”(67)

$5000 10 the Pacific Research Institute
for Public PoBicy.

$10,000 to the Foundation for Tesch-
iag Economics, which is one of the nstioa’s

a4

don (FCF), another of Joe's projecs. The
president of this ultra conservative group is
Paul Weyrich, whose report in the Founde-
tdon's 1988 Annual Report opened with this,
°As we begin the Free Congress Founds-
tion’s second decade, | am pleased to repornt
that we sre boldly moving forward In train.
ing and educating conservatives nationwide
in the art of governing.” Jeff Coon s FCF's
chalrman of the board. FCF, along the with
Heritage Foundation, crested a three vol-
ume conservative sgenda for the 88 press-
dental campaign. Both these groups have
since been contacted by the Bush admini-
stration, tant both feel Bush may not eastly
embnce all thelr Me2s.(77) In 1982, FCF
formed 3 nerwork of navonal com-
mittees for various ‘antl-communist®
cluding the Contms.(78)

leading L
Among the meny pro-growth efforts s the
tencher’s guide called “Wood. The Everyday
Marache, ° which was crested in conjunctioa

corporate and foupdatioa pstron
cindes such business glants as Bechted, Botse
Crscade, G2, [BM, and Unlon Carbide (68)

!llenmeNanmuAuoaauouol

‘stian Educston, °.. 3 gr7oroots Chris.
BTy m‘ wiving and
and [ snabking

o celley
gy aonats and el Uonal Amenicen ves
ues @ the chagwoom” This asocistion
addresmes such “crucial bsues” as Creaton/

€16 s ttled “Why Creation Science Belongs
| Science Classes.”(69)

$20,000 %o the National Strategy Infos-
mation Censer, a public policy think tank set
up 1 “provide information oa international
sscurity,” and a principle sdvocate of “psy-
chological operations® (propagands am-
paigns) and low Intendty conflict strat-
&gy {70) NSIC stresses the need for coordi-
nation with the private sector, and one of Its
officers has been Joe Coors, vice-president of
the Coors Foundation.(71)

$20,000 o the Capital Research Center,
which Is “committed to a vigorous privase
sector, the cornerstones of which are: the
free market economy; constitutionally ltm-
tted government; individual Uberty; nnd l

Joe Coon also helped
mittee for the Survival of a Pree
which has trained over 7000 workérs for the

mﬂmm&m (x( 1977,
mittee § 32% of congr
8 “radicals,® though formes KKK member
Robert Byrd of West Virginis was merely
labelec ° 121 *T2ON In addition. the

thetr “slui westybes ), the ant-ERA Lagie
Forum, and Conoerned Citirens (2 CA grous
presiing for relnstatensent o) cvimilnsl pene
alttes for homosexusis), hsve all been aided
by the Coors Foundation.(81)

Two other groups that recefved funds
from the Coors Foundation in ‘87, and that
reveal the Incestuous nature of these right-

found the Com

vadve Csucus, john Birch Society, American
Conservadve Union, Citlzens for the Repub-

tic, and CFSCL(83)

RECTIFYING THEIR REPUTATION

Coors's huge public relations campaign
has two goals: 1) incresse thelr sales and 2)
lmprove thelr reputation. Their efforts g0
far beyond TV wots showing biacks and
whites drinking wgether. Coors ts sponsor.
ing events ranging from menudo cook-offs
in the Hispenic community 10 tours by black
rodeo performers. They am trying w0 bury
lngering animostties with black and His.
panic groups by forging economic pacts
with them.(84)

Coors has ackmowiedged the high costs

83 NAACP and the Hispenic La Raza Council,
mmm.\hly m responi»2 i hoycotts over the
Hispank risck commme-
ranen /
B0 DLE fidotkies, eIy 1
run dhistributore, and invest monq " ui-
srity-owned Denks and businesses in pro-
pomonmw- mount of money the minog-
Rty communities spend oa Coors products.
It has been called a “$623 Million Leverage”
and 8 ‘buy-off”, but Bill Coors refers to the
deal 23 a “"covenant with ﬁn black nd

wing public policy groups, were C.
for the Free World (320,000) and Freedoms
Foundation at Valley Forge ($25,000). In
1978 the Heritage Foundation received the

board member, Midge Decter, Is the execu-
tve director of the Comnmittee for the Free
World.(82)

Aside from his obvious involvement
with the family foundation, Joe has abo
independently served as an officer for, or
supported through speeches and fundrats-
Ing, the following right-wing organizations:

P

Deve Sickler, national coordinator of
the AFL-CI0 Coors Boycott, said, “1f you can
get two cockrosches 10 race, Coon will sthow
up with T-shirts and sponsor {t. They will rip
off sny celebrity or public figure who gets
near them by Implying that Coons products
are being endorsed.” His comment was In

THE SOLUTION: SPREAD THE WORD,
CONTINUE THE BOYCOTT
qugh (52 !

mega-merchant W anoihes, rather thao at-
tacking mass consumertiin i general), they
do help. S0, boycott all Coors products.
Demonstrate st any event they sponsor.
Call thelr consumer hotline (1800642
6116) and thetr corporate communications
office (1-800-525-3786) and voice your

Copy and this artscle.

an«mznolndnbhd y
has not been compietely favorable, largely
becsuse Coors hat Insisted on lnking the
financial promises 10 Increased sales In

* minority communities. In the black com-

munity, Coors had spent only $36 milllon
out of the promised money by spring of
1986.(86)

The Coors Foundstion gave the Denver
Center for the Performing Arts $20,000 in
1987, to fund a presenuation of Hispanic
folklore. This bought the Foundstion the
first slot on the funding st printed in the

stong sense of individual P
aeLe)
$20,000 w0 the Pacific Legal Founds-

private

dom .. A mejor portion of our manpower
and resources b5 directed 2gainst excessive
regulstion of hand use ind unreasonable,
wasteful government scons.” PLF was
organized by the Californis Chamber of
Commerce in 1973 as a pro-business
coum 10 Ralph Nader and the Skema
Chsb. PLF has submitred comments in sup-
port of opening the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge for ol and gas exploration. In a
hypocritical move in Californta, the group
opposed an attempt by the state to regulate
forirrei lands, even while opposing the fed-

nent's 2ttempr 0 mandate steel

PLF b 2
membtmllhe Limited Govemnment Project
Coalition, which, along with the libes of
National Cattlemen’s Association, Public
Lands Council, American Sheep [ndustry
Assoctaton and Calfornla Farm Buresu
Federation, fights bureaucratic {intru.
ston.(73)

$20,000 to the Nationz! Legal Center
for Public Interest. which has direct tes to

PLF. In 1976 Coors and NLCF1 cotlaborated |

%0 establish the Mountain States Legal Foun-
dston (MSLF). James Watt, having met Joe
Coon estlier at 8 NLCP1 function, wes cho-
sen as MSLF's fint presdent. Coom has
served on the MSLF's board of directon.(74)

$100,000 to the Heritage Foundation.
I 1973, Paul Weyrich, Joe's right hand man
since 1968, started what bs considered the
most Influental conservadve think tank tn
the country(7S) This was Joe Coors’s it
political mouthpiece. He Is now on the
board of trustees. The foundation’s 1980

Tbepwphndnbudmofovu!“nullbn
for 1987. The AFL-C1O News recently wrote
that “Pressdent Reagan will lkeave Washing-
won -. But the Herttage Foundation won't. It
will rermain a keeper of the flame — or even
a government tn exlle...” A Jook at people
and events listed In the group’s 1987 Annual
Report {3 revealing. Speakers included Presi-
dent Reagan, CA Governor George
Deukmejlan, Congressman Jack Kemp, and
Nicaragusn reststance beader (Contra) Ad-
oo Calero (76)

$150,000 to the Free Congres Founda-
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For you types,
suggested you pop the tops on Coons cans
and bottles while buytng other idnds of beer.
Whatever your fancy, belp stop the spresd of
bad “beer” and bad politics.

EF! Journal Research Fund. The endnotes for
this report can be obtained by sending an SASE
to the Jownal office in Tucson.
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