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More than six months have passed since the world turned upside down and, while our lives have not returned to 
normal yet, there are small signs that we are headed in the right direction.   
 
The MVT has spent the last several months preparing to reschedule the Gala.  As you know, the new date for 
the Gala is March 5, 2021, at Cross Creek Ranch, and we are delighted to have Lt. Col. Allen West as our guest 
speaker as originally planned.  Please check our website for further details and to purchase tickets.  Thank you 
all for your patience during this process, and we look forward to seeing you at what promises to be a fun and 
enjoyable event. 
 
Even though some events were postponed, the Murphy Veterans Tribute was able to participate in North Texas 
Giving Day for the first time.  We also were privileged to help display 100 American flags on Patriot Day in honor 
and remembrance of the lives lost on September 11, 2001.   
 
The City of Murphy made the very difficult decision to cancel Maize Days this year to protect the health and 
welfare of the community.  This event is one the MVT team thoroughly enjoys as it gives us the opportunity to 
meet those who may be unfamiliar with our project as well as bring others up to date on our progress.  We are 
looking forward to 2021 with the hope of having all events come back bigger and better than ever. 
 
We will, however, be participating in DAWGS for Heroes on Sunday November 8th from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Each year the DAWGS (Dads Always Wanting to do Good) holds an outdoor photography event to provide 
families with portraits in time for the holidays and to assist a local charity.  The MVT has been fortunate to be the 
recipient of the proceeds from this event the past two years, and we are extremely grateful to the DAWGS for 
their continued support and generosity.  For a minimum $40 tax-deductible donation, families will have a 
professional quality outdoor photography session with a DAWGS photographer at Central Park in Murphy.  
Families will be able to download their photographs within days of the event and have the ability to use the 
pictures for non-commercial purposes.  For an additional $5, Santa will be there for those special Christmas 
pictures!!  Please visit our website for more information and how to sign up with a photographer or sign up at 
https://tinyurl.com/dawgs4Heroes2020 starting October 5th. 

 
A Special Tribute 

 
Even though this year has been fraught with disappointment over cancellations, financial 
setbacks and reorganization for the MVT, nothing compares with the tragic loss of Tod 
Lyons, one of our founding members, on August 24th.   
 
Tod was a Director as well as the Fundraiser Lead for our project.  He was enthusiastic and 
dedicated to our mission and was an excellent ambassador for the MVT.  Because of Tod, 
a chance meeting with Lt. Col. Allen West on a Southwest Airlines flight resulted in our 
securing him as our guest speaker for the next Gala.   
 
Tod joined the Coast Guard in 1983 and retired after 20 years.  Service to his country was 
a huge source of pride, and he worked tirelessly to ensure the completion of our vision.  
Tod’s commitment to our project was second to none, continually planning and preparing 
for the next fundraiser to help bring our goal to a reality.  The remaining MVT members will 
carry on and do our best to make him proud. 
 
We will miss you, Senior Chief. 
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