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Happy Second Anniversary! 

P H O T O  B Y

Our mission is to promote sustainable fashion by
facilitating the reuse of ethnic clothing and to

support programs that benefit the community.

What’s Inside?

Director Reflections 

Women’s Awards 

Upcoming Programs 



Another year of charging ahead! Barely a toddler, our nonprofit
is serious about going to school and learning all the necessary
skills. Having completed two years as founding president, my
eyes are firmly set on the future while I celebrate the present.
The key purpose of a non-profit is to serve the mission, “our
purpose of being,” while developing a vision for the future. This
past year, we have lived our mission by rehoming Indian ethnic
clothing while also providing grants to multiple organizations
that are making a hands-on impact in the community.
Additionally, we have attempted our own hands-on activity
with peaceful playgrounds school project and expect to do
many more this year and in the future. Our volunteer base has
continued to grow into a strong community where individuals
of all ages and backgrounds are able to find meaningful ways
to give back. This may be in the form of teaching vegan
cooking, spending hours sorting and labeling items to be
rehomed, or a myriad of different projects. The opportunities
are endless, and we are fearless in the pursuit of community
acts of giving in more ways than funds and goods. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

An anniversary is also a time for retrospect. We looked back on the year on efforts that were
relevant at that time but no longer necessary or relevant in 2022 and beyond. We have therefore
sunset some projects, such as My Seat at the Table, PINvestors, and a mentorship program that
did not gain necessary traction. We have further refined some programs such as Voice of the
World to better serve the community's interests. 

All the directors of the organization are now back to school to be certified in non-profit governance,
and we expect to make ongoing changes based on our study. Our vision is to grow into a trusted
name for Indian ethnic sustainable fashion and further our goals to support the community via our
various programs. My personal vision as president is to bring structure, growth, and diversity to
our organization while maintaining the core values of fairness, transparency, and inclusion intact.
To be courageous and make bold moves while making sure no one is left behind. The organization
is bigger than the individuals that govern it, but the human capital is the beating heart!

Best Wishes, 
Namitha Nayak



Steered MSATT platform for entrepreneurs selling purely to
fundraise for a charity of their choice. 
Conducted Workshops and sessions on investing
Attended our first booth ever at a non-profit expo.
Held our first Women’s Conference - what a lovely memory! 

The past year gave us a mixed bag of successes to feel
encouraged, some setbacks to learn from and improvise, and
an incredible support network to march ahead into 2022. 
 Among the successes, we

Leaning on the lessons learned from past years, we decided to
sunset MSATT and PINvestors. We also took all feedback in and
renewed VOW with a podcast format. It is an incredible feeling
to watch an organization grow. 

IN REFLECTION OF THE PAST YEAR
Swati Halady 

Shehnaz Nagpurwala  
As we embark on the 3rd year of our journey, I would like to
take a moment to thank our volunteers, patrons, and members
for a successful 2021 by helping us achieve our charitable goals.
We wouldn't have done this without your continuous support. 

For 2022, we are looking to increase a wider awareness of
our organization by tapping into new avenues to get larger
community involvement to make an impact in the
community where we live. Please join our various shopping
outlets and volunteering opportunities to help grow PIN so
we can reach our goal of $50K in grants for 2022.

An inevitable aspect of the growth is sensing the need and pulse of the non-profit world and
stepping up to do the needful. Personally, I believe in letting our actions or experience speak,
and I felt the need to go back to school and soak in a certificate course on Non-Profit
Leadership. Additionally, the PIN team signed up for a Non-Profit Governance certificate
course at UTD. I am confident that with all the knowledge from the courses along with my 15+
years of non-profit experience, I am better positioned to do my bit to strengthen the
foundation and support my organization's growing needs.
It’s a lot of work ahead, but the incredibly fun team of volunteers and the vision of seeing it to
fruition makes it all worth it.



"Alone, we can do so little; together we can do so much." –
Helen Keller

IN REFLECTION OF THE PAST YEAR
Kalai Krishnamurthy

Last year, I had the great opportunity to lead two tower tracks of
PIN – PIN-GRANTS and PIN-ED. I take pride in the work I have
accomplished in these two tracks with the support of my wonderful
team and volunteers.

As a People's Impact Network volunteer and representative, the
memories of the year that have just flown by are very vivid in my
mind. Reflecting back on them gives me immense pleasure and a
sense of satisfaction; knowing how the organization has touched
many lives positively and I in turn evolved and grew in my
knowledge and experience and contributed to the growth of PIN.
The core foundation to all this is the wonderful people who support,
help, and stand by PIN.

With PIN-GRANTS, we were able to help 13 non-profit organizations within the USA by
giving away a total grant amount of $22,200. 

These organizations who received the
grants do extraordinary work in the
community by helping and supporting
various causes such as helping
domestic violence victims, trying to
eliminate hunger, saving the
environment, educating kids who need
assistance. A couple of these
beneficiaries have sent us their interim 

progress report on the progress of the projects that they applied the grants for. With the
PIN-ED Tower, I led the education portfolio where classes on 10 different topics were
taught. 

Looking forward to another great year to serve at PIN!



IN REFLECTION OF THE PAST YEAR
Namita Surlekar 

As we complete two years of Saree Strong and the inception
of People’s Impact Network, my mind travels back to the
chance meeting with my namesake, Namitha. I absolutely
loved the idea of recycling sarees and was overjoyed at the
amazing response we had at the first in-person Saree Strong
sale. Encouraged by the positive response, a few of us got
together and decided to give this movement a name. 

I still vividly remember the time when Namitha Nayak, Swati
Halady, and I sat down with the CPA, putting together the
final legal touches to create a non-profit organization.

As the Founding Director and coordinator of Saree Strong, I feel proud that we have
come a long way since that meeting with Saree Strong being the primary revenue
generator for all our activities. I am honored to be a part of this growing organization,
where sisterhood is built over the bond of Sarees. I am humbled at the outpouring
generosity of donors and thankful for the support of the Saree Strong sisters. I envision
Saree Strong having branches all over the US in the coming years and hope for a bright
future for this organization.

This past year has been one of continuous growth and
learning. In addition to publishing 12 more issues of the
newsletter, PINsider, which has been increasingly growing in
viewership, we are expanding the youth wing. We have taken
on three new high-schoolers and have received applications
from three more. These youth volunteers will work with both
the newsletter and other sections at PIN that will help
promote our mission statement. I have also continued to
learn what it means to be a leader, a team member, and a
student with those that I am thankful to work with at PIN.

Deepesh Balwani



Notable Philanthropist - Kimberly Kao  
Notable Leader - Ceretha Robinson 
Notable Entrepreneur - Madhu Chandran
Notable Educator - Neetu Rishi
Notable Medical - Dr. Shilpa Kelkar

 2022 AWARD WINNERS 

2022 PIN
WOMEN’S

DAY AWARDS

Kimberly Kao Ceretha Robinson Madhu Chandran

Neetu Rishi Dr. Shilpa Kelkar



On Feb. 13, PIN gave a check to one of our grant
recipients of 2021, Dream Big Mentoring and Outreach.

Deepesh Balwani, director of PIN's youth wing, met with
the founder and CEO, Leroy Palmer, in Naperville,

Illinois, a suburb south of Chicago.

CHARITY SPOTLIGHT 

Dream Big
Mentoring 

and Outreach



Please tell us what your organization does. When and why was it formed?
Dream Big Mentoring and Outreach offers free after-school mentoring and outreach to
underserved marginalized communities in the inner city of Chicago. All boys and girls aged
8-17 are welcome to join our program.

What does the organization currently do and what are the most recent projects?
Dream Big is an established 501c3 organization in the marginalized underserved
community in Chicago. Our mission is to positively impact the lives of young people by
providing adult support and learning opportunities that promote character development
and life-enhancing values by teaching, training, motivating, and providing educational tools
to enhance the quality of life of individuals. Dream Big has identified a lack of services to
youth that focus on behavior change and integrate the needs of the entire family.
Unfortunately, schools regularly suspend or expel students with behavioral issues and have
strained communication with parents. Both students and parents typically are unaware or
reluctant to enlist the help of social workers and therapists. As a result, the main response
to behavioral issues is punitive with few resources and little chance of positive change.

Dream Big offers an alternative. We serve youth in the communities of Englewood,
Woodlawn, South Shore, and Back of the Yards. Dream Big provides a range of services
including early childhood development, anger management, health information, financial
literacy, and career development. We also enlist the help of network social workers and
therapists to work with students and their families. The most recent projects are how to tie
a tie, vision boards, money management, stocks and bonds. 

CHARITY SPOTLIGHT 

Dream Big Mentoring and Outreach



What is your organization's current
pressing need and what are you
planning to do with the grant?
We are focused on securing more funding
and finding our own location to service
more scholars. With the grant, we will
continue our programs and buy more
materials needed to run the programs. We
will also invite additional facilitators to
speak on topics needed in the community
like money management, hygiene, mental
health, therapy, etc.

What are your plans for the future?
Where do you hope to expand?
Our plans are to expand in our location in
Chicago and also welcome more scholars to
the program. We hope to expand by
securing more funding, adding additional
team members, more volunteers, and
space to run the program. We would like to
expand on the southside of Chicago where
the majority of our scholars lack resources. 

CHARITY SPOTLIGHT 

Dream Big
Mentoring 

and Outreach



The Wide
Reach of
Saree Strong



Well known for its Bavarian-themed downtown and
Alps-looking mountainous surroundings,
Leavenworth is a lively city, with lots of things to do
and see. It has a very colorful and cheerful
personality. Although I’ve only been to Leavenworth
a couple times, I know every nook and corner there.
Vast wilderness and a variety of wildlife, wild rivers
and trickling streams, and mountain meadows and
alpine lakes greet visitors from all around. These are
some of the natural trademarks of Leavenworth
located in the eastern foothills of the Cascade
Mountains. Known for its famous Christmas-lighting
ceremonies, Leavenworth is undeniably magical in
the wintertime. Leavenworth is also home to a
scenic drive along Icicle Creek Road that travels 25
miles into Icicle Canyon on the edge of the Alpine
Lakes Wilderness. The terrain within the city consists
of flat, valley floor surrounded by mountain peaks
and valleys. There is also a river called Icicle River
along Icicle Creek Road where there are multiple
pull-offs with picturesque views of the towering
canyon walls, jagged rocky peaks, and the winding
river below.

When I think of Leavenworth, the first color that
comes to my mind is pink. There are a
lot of pink flowers there! I love how fresh they smell
in the spring. I also really love the Bavarian features
and intricate designs in the town of Leavenworth.
Leavenworth in the summer is like a fantasy with
thousands of flowers and colors. The last time I went
to Leavenworth, it was with my cousins. There were
a lot of interesting places and stores that we visited,
and we had a fun time overall.

While most people think of Leavenworth as a tourist
destination, to me it is so much
more than that. It is home to a vibrant and active
community of outdoor enthusiasts, entrepreneurs,
and artists and I hope everyone can appreciate
Leavenworth as much as I do. I can’t wait to visit
Leavenworth again soon!

Lights of
Leavenworth

Sanika Datar is a recipient of Presidential
Point Of Light, an award-winning writer,
researcher, Founder of Space For Youth
non-profit organization, and a
Sustainability Ambassador from Kirkland,
WA. She is the National recipient of the
2021 Angela STEM Award and has recently
been nominated as a National Community
Ambassador. She has co-authored an
anthology that's published an Amazon.
Being a Davidson Young Scholar, she is
also one among 15 students in the U.S. to
have received the International Young
Achiever nomination.

About The Author



Photography and Mental Health
Photography is either something you do as a hobby or a profession. Those who remember, I
am closer with my papa than my mum. Speaking of my papa, he always loved taking pictures
and videos. He use to love taking home videos and pictures of wherever he was at. You will
always see him with his camcorder. I believe I got my inner photographer from him. I decided
to talk about photography with you today cause I believe it's about time where I appreciate
where I got the passion from. I also believe this is one of the few ways I can keep my Papa
alive within. Not only that; I wanted to help bring awareness about how photography can help
with mental health. Yes, it can help with mental health. So here are my top three benefits on
how photography can help with mental health.

1. It can help you remember the joys of life.
Photographs capture unique moments. The pictures that you take can help bring back
memories from the past and all the positive thoughts that are with it. This is mainly the
reason why most people who are feeling sad or depressed usually look through old
pictures. It is an effective method to lift the mood.

2. It provides a beautiful vision of the world.
Every picture tells a different story. Taking pictures lets you see a unique beauty that you
will only get to appreciate as you look through your camera. It allows you to discover your
environment without even meaning to. The greatest thing about it is that photos let you
freeze the beauty that you see as you take new photos of the world around you.

3. You get to enjoy what you love even more.
It is natural for a photographer to take photos of something that interests them. It
becomes an enjoyable experience to see your interests from a different perspective. It
also gives you a rewarding feeling that can boost your happiness more.

About The Author
Jhanvi Nadkishor Patel is a joyful and passionate writer who
loves spreading kindness as well as positivity through her
way of writing. She is majoring in Psychology hoping to make
a difference in those around her by becoming an
Occupational Therapist. She also writes poetry, has been
placed first in her school multiple times. She also really
enjoys volunteering whenever she can, she happened to get
about a little over 100 hours in high school. She also received
a Community Service Award in the class of 2020.



UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Pursuing Hobbies for happiness by Roopa Rajaram 
Wordle Addiction by Rajesh Nayak and Neeta Nayak

Coding (build your own wordle) by Codinu
Vegan Cooking 

Saree Strong Monthly Meet up 
Volunteer Appreciation Meet Up

Non-Profit Expo - March 24th, 2022
FLY 2.0 - April 3rd, 2022

VOW - Podcasts 

PIN-Ed

Meet-Ups

Showcase

 



CHECK OUT OUR SOCIAL MEDIA!
Facebook: @PINDallas

Instagram: @peoplesimpactnetwork
Twitter: @ImpactPeoples

Email: director@peoplesimpact.org

LINKS!
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PINDallas

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/peoplesimpactnetwork
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/peoples-impact-network-inc

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ImpactPeoples
Website: http://www.peoplesimpact.org

CONTACT INFO!
1202 Anacostia Lane, Allen, Texas 75002, United States

(989) 941 2537
 

People's Impact Network, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
All rights reserved.

Caitlin O'Conner

Deepesh Balwani

Kalai Krishnamurthy

Namita Surlekar

EDITORIAL TEAM
 Namitha Nayak

Neetu Rishi

Nitya Jakka

Swati Halady
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