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Las Vegas Interscholastic Equestrian Association Teams
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2026-2027 Season
  (August 2026 – April 2027)
What is IEA?
The Interscholastic Equestrian Association is a nonprofit organization for equestrians in grades 4-12. This national organization gives our youth the opportunity to compete in team and individual equestrian competitions across three disciplines: hunt seat, western, and dressage.  IEA has over 14,500 members in 46 states across North America.  https://www.rideiea.org/ 
IEA Format
The unique aspect of the IEA competitions, both at the local and national level, is that none of the riders ride their own horse. Before each class is run, riders “draw” for their mount and gets a brief warm up period before they enter the ring. Since the horse being ridden is new to the rider, the scores are based upon horsemanship and equitation. All disciplines offer a variety of ability levels from beginner through advanced. The IEA has set guidelines for the placement of new riders entering the IEA to allow for the unique program format of riding an unfamiliar horse.
Both individual and team points are accumulated over the course of the season. The number of points accumulated determines which individuals and teams have qualified for the post-season regional and zone competitions.  Riders are allowed to accumulate points in a maximum of 5 qualifying shows. Those individuals and teams achieving first place at the zone competition in each discipline advance to the National Competition. 
The location of the national IEA finals in 2027 will be at Tryon International Horse Park in Mill Spring North Carolina. In previous years we’ve won at zone competitions and been invited to IEA National Finals. We’ve brought individuals and teams to IEA National Finals held at the Texas Rose Horse Park in Tyler Texas, the Pennsylvania National Horse Park in Harrisburg Pennsylvania, St. Louis National Horse Center in St Lake Louis Missouri, and twice before at Tryon International Horse Park in North Carolina.

 IEA in Las Vegas
IEA is NOT a riding lesson program.  IEA is a competitive traveling equestrian riding team.  IEA team membership is by invitation-only based on try-outs and coach recommendation.

History of IEA in Las Vegas
2026-2027 is our seventh season of IEA participation.  We field competitive teams in both Hunt Seat and Dressage.  We have successfully qualified both individuals and teams for Regional, Zone, and National competition every year since inception. We’re proud to add to our history that 4 of our team members have previously been named national champions in dressage seat equitation and our middle school dressage team was named National Reserve Champion in 2024.
Las Vegas IEA Teams for 2026-2027 Season
For 2026-2027 we will again have teams in Hunt Seat and Dressage. In general, we expect our Las Vegas riders to participate on both the hunt seat and dressage teams, as this gives each team member the opportunity to develop and increase riding proficiencies that transfer across both disciplines. This season we will field one high school team for both hunt seat and dressage and will field two middle school teams (Blue Ribbon team and Meadowbrook team) in both hunt seat and dressage.  

· IEA Upper School teams consists of students in grades 9-12.  The Varsity division is generally students in grades 11-12.  The Junior Varsity division is generally students in grades 9-10.
· IEA Middle school teams consist of students in grades 4-8.
· Adult Amateurs are invited to join IEA. Adult divisions for hunt seat are over-fences and hunt seat equitation on the flat. For dressage the divisions are dressage test and dressage seat equitation.

What youth classes are run at IEA competitions for Hunt Seat and Dressage?

	Hunt Seat Classes- Upper School (grades 9-12)
	Dressage Classes-Upper School (grades 9-12)

	1.  Varsity Open o/f 2’6”
	1. Varsity Open Dressage Test 

	2.  Varsity Open on the flat
	2.  Varsity Open Dressage Seat Equitation

	3.  Varsity Intermediate o/f 2’
	3. Varsity Intermediate Dressage Test

	4.  Varsity Intermediate on the flat
	4.  Varsity Intermediate Dressage Seat Equitation

	5.  Junior Varsity Novice o/f x-rails
	5. JV Novice Dressage Test

	6. Junior Varsity Novice on the flat
	6.  JV Novice Dressage Seat Equitation

	7.  Junior Varsity Beginner on the flat- Walk/Trot/Canter
	7.  JV Beginner Dressage Seat Equitation W/T/C

	8.  Junior Varsity Beginner on the flat- Walk/Trot
	8.  JV Beginner Dressage Seat Equitation W/T

	
	

	Hunt Seat Classes - Middle School (grades 4-8)
	Dressage Classes-Middle School (grades 4-8)

	9.  Future Intermediate o/f 2’
	9. Future Intermediate Dressage Test

	10.  Future Intermediate on the flat
	10.  Future Intermediate Dressage Seat Equitation

	11.  Future Novice o/f x-rails
	11. Future Novice Dressage Test

	12.  Future Novice on the flat
	12.  Future Novice Dressage Seat Equitation

	13.  Future Beginner on the flat- Walk/Trot/Canter
	13.  Future Beginner Dressage Seat Equitation W/T/C

	14.  Future Beginner on the flat- Walk/Trot
	14.  Future Beginner Dressage Seat Equitation W/T



2026-2027 Season Rider Requirements

· Per IEA national rules, all riders should have at least one year of riding experience to be eligible to join an IEA team.  Your individual coach will determine if you have sufficient riding experience to join IEA. 
· All team members should be enrolled in a riding lesson program consisting of a minimum of 2 lessons per week in their desired disciplines.  Speak to your individual coach to determine the number of suggested lessons per week for your rider.
· All team members must be available to travel to IEA season competitions held outside of Las Vegas, generally in California.  Post season competition travel may consist of traveling to the Pacific Northwest for Zone finals and other state venues for National competition.
· IEA is a team sport, and therefore all team members are needed for each competition. Riders who fail to participate in team competitions as assigned will be dropped from the team. 


2026-2027 Season Rider Selections

Our IEA teams are by invitation only.  Team members will be selected by the IEA coaches from Blue Ribbon and the IEA coaches from Meadowbrook.  Please contact your respective coach for selection trials.  At a minimum, the rider must be able to demonstrate proficiency in all 3 gaits and an ability to perform in a switch-horse format. 

[bookmark: _Hlk229121867]First year team members are generally assigned to the Walk/Trot/Canter divisions to enable them to gain experience with the IEA format and switch riding.  More advanced riders who are new to IEA will be placed in higher divisions based on coach recommendation. Riders who are not confident at the canter can be placed in the introductory level class of Walk/Trot for competitions.  Returning team members will be assigned their division by the IEA team coaches in each discipline.  

Riders selection for post-season team competition classes will be based on accumulated season points for each IEA class.  In general, the rider with the most accumulated points in any given class will ride as the selected team member for post season competition.  Final decisions regarding team rider placements for post season competition is ultimately at the discretion of the team coaches.  

2026-2027 Las Vegas IEA Coaches

· Missy Corbin: Blue Ribbon  missyfcorbin@gmail.com  702.275.8732
· Annette Spinetti: Blue Ribbon  annettespinetti@me.com 702.630.8200
· Catherine Prato:  Meadowbrook cprato@aol.com  702.293.3420
· Trillium Daniels: Meadowbrook  trillium.daniels@gmail.com  541.930.4678

Horse Requirement:
[bookmark: _Hlk73441689]The format of IEA is for the rider to demonstrate horsemanship and riding skills on a variety of mounts. While per IEA rules, no one is required to own a horse to participate, all Las Vegas team members are required to have access to a horse for switch-riding during practices and lessons. This can be arranged with your respective coaches.  Payment of fees associated with “leasing” or “renting” a horse for IEA practice rides/lessons is the responsibility of the IEA team member. 

Volunteer Commitments
IEA is a 501 © 3 volunteer organization. All the competitions are run by volunteers. Without family and friends helping, we can’t offer the program. For Las Vegas, we require that each rider bring at least one volunteer with them to any show they are participating in.  There are numerous jobs to fill at each competition and no horse experience is necessary.  Even a younger sibling can be a designated volunteer by doing simple things such as running snacks or water out to the judges booth, or patrolling around to making sure the grounds are picked up of litter. 

Costs

National IEA Membership: approximately $85 for each team discipline enrolled in 2026-2027.

Local Team Membership:  one-time assessment at the beginning of the season is $200 per rider per season. This covers fees associated with registering teams, coaches, team managers, and judge/Steward affiliates, and insurance with IEA for the 2026-2027 season.  You will be invoiced by “Nevada Youth Equestrians” for this annual assessment as you are accepted on to the team(s).  

Local Team Monthly dues:  will be assessed to each rider as determined by your coach.  Each coach will determine schedules for individual lessons and/or mounted team practices in each discipline. Coaches will invoice you individually.  

National IEA Horsemanship Program aka “National Hippology Academy” Registration:  $25.00 (optional)

Competition Coaching Fees and expenses:  Each rider will be assessed a fee to cover coach expenses at each competition.  Day coaching fees for out-of-town competitions as well as coach travel, lodging, and meals, are determined by each coach and generally pro-rated per team member participating in the show. You will be invoiced by your own team coach for these expenses.  

Competition fees: entry fees for each competition will be invoiced to you by “Nevada Youth Equestrians”. Entry fees must be paid to “Nevada Youth Equestrians” on or before the entry closing date, or your rider will be automatically be removed from the competition line-up.  Each team member rides 2 classes per competition day. In general, a qualifying competition entry fee will run $65-$70 a class.  Post season competition entry fees generally run $90-$100 a class.  Additional fees may be assessed at post-season competitions.  NOTE: walk/trot and walk/trot/canter division riders ride in only one flat equitation class per competition. 

Miscellaneous other costs:
· Personal travel/lodging/food at away competitions
· team logo wear
· assessment if unable to meet fund raising obligation.


Fund Raising

Each team member is required to raise a minimum of $250 for the season to help defray costs associated with post season competition. Fund raising will be especially critical this year since our dressage region will be hosting our zone finals at LAEC in March and we’re piggy-backing our hunt seat zone finals on to the same weekend.  We will need to bring horses to this competition weekend at LAEC, so fund raising will significantly defray the costs associated with trailering, stabling, feeding, grooming the horses.  

Fund raising can be accomplished by:
-participate in electronic fund raising 
- securing cash donations from local businesses or individuals 
-securing in-kind donations (example: you get a tack store to donate $250 worth of equestrian related goods and then sell/raffle the items off at a show)
-providing housing or transportation for post season competition for officials such as judges and stewards (example: donate airline or hotel points for officials).
-entrepreneurial endeavors (example: set up a table and sell bottled water or horse treats at local shows like SNHJA etc)

Note: Team members unable to meet their fund-raising commitment by the end of the qualifying season will be assessed this fee payable before post season competition begins. 

Team Logo Wear (Note: additional team wear items are being developed now and we will update you when they come available.)

Blue Ribbon: Purchase a black vest of any style and contact Kristi White who will embroider your vest with the Blue Ribbon team logo. Depending on what you choose, she usually charges $36.00 to embroider a vest and $22.50 to embroider a polo shirt or similar.  Pay her directly at:  https://account.venmo.com/u/berrycustom

You can contact Kristi at:
Cell:  716.870.0046
Email: berrycustom@gmail.com
Address: 3402 Midnight Moon Las Vegas NV 89135

Meadowbrook: Meadowbrook team logo wear can be arranged through Carrie Keeton at 702.595.2346 or carriekeeton@cox.net.  


Where can I get more information about IEA?
Visit https://www.rideiea.org/ 

Who is my Las Vegas IEA administrative contact?
Las Vegas IEA Administrator:  Stacie Rivers 702.524.2928  NevadaYouthEquestrainTeam@gmail.com
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