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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Come Holy Spirit, breathe on us this day. 
 Pour out your Spirit upon us and fill us with the wonder of creation.  
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 Holy God, like a rushing wind your Spirit moved upon the first disciples on the day of Pentecost. 
 and like purifying fire your Spirit seared their hearts and minds with the message of salvation. 
 Send your Spirit upon your church in this time, in this place and in the midst of a pandemic. 
 Stir up our courage, and rouse us to witness that we may join with disciples of all times and places 
 to proclaim to the world the message of the risen and ascended Christ.  
 

 We confess O God, that we have not loved as you would have us love.   
We have not been peaceful in our families, our communities, and our world.  
We too often wallow in pity rather than share a joyous enthusiasm for life.   
Forgive us, O God, that our love for you has not been more enthusiastic, 
that our dreams, vision, and witness have fallen short of your expectations for us. 
 

Send your spirit upon us now so that your church and all your people 
may witness to the good news of your love. 
Fill us for new life for Jesus sake.  AMEN. 

          
THE READING OF SCRIPTURE                             
 1 Corinthians 12: 4-13 

Acts 2: 1-21 
 
THE MESSAGE                   “The Gift of the Spirit”          The Rev. Suzanne Brooks-Cope          

A woman was once an unknowing participant on the show, Candid Camera.  She sat down at a 
table by herself in a cafeteria.  There was a very special plant being used as the center piece at her table.  
This plant had the ability to “grow” dramatically with a push of a button.  As she was eating, the plant all 
of a sudden grew substantially right before her eyes.  The camera of course is hidden from view but 
filming the event.  The plant looked quite real and its sudden, unexplained growth obviously bewildered 
her.  Her mouth gapped opened—she was befuddled by the growth.  She glanced around the rest of the 
room to see if anyone else saw what she saw.  The other folks in the room were absorbed in eating their 
own lunch and conversing with the people at their tables.  Finding no one who saw what she saw, she 
promptly got up and moved to another table.   
 Sometimes, we just cannot handle sudden, unmerited, and unexpected events.  Likewise, we 
cannot handle the sudden and unexpected presence of the Spirit of God no more than the woman in the 
Candid Camera story could handle the unexpected growth in a plant.  The woman did not know what to 
do with the sight she saw—no one else seemed to see it with her, so she got up and walked away.  I think 
that happens to folks today—they may experience a glimpse of God; the movement of the Spirit and they 
just don’t know what to make of it, so they walk away.  This probably happened to some of the folks on 
that first Pentecost morning—the ones who scoffed and declared that the disciples were drunk at 9 in the 
morning.  If you can’t understand it and are unable to make sense of something—it is easy to ignore it, 
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oppose it or worse, rebel against it.  The Spirit of God, the very presence of God can have that effect on 
people. 
 Thankfully, 3000 people were opened to the movement of the Holy Spirit as it blew through the 
disciples and crowds on that first Christian Pentecost so long ago.  The Holy Spirit empowered the once 
timid and fearful disciples to share the good news.  Peter found his voice again after losing it in the 
Garden of Gethsemane on Maundy Thursday.    The Spirit gave him the gift of proclamation and 3000 
people responded to his sermon that day.  Others were given different spiritual gifts—teaching, wisdom, 
knowledge, healing, compassion, and interpretation of different languages.  The Spirit came blowing 
through the community of faithful and continues to empower us today. 
 It takes many different gifts and talents to thrive as the church, the Body of Christ.  We need 
musicians, teachers, plumbers, cooks, woodworkers, preachers, organizers, planners, number crunchers, 
evangelists, youth workers, spiritual directors, dancers, singers, dreamers, realists, visionaries, and in the 
midst of pandemic--we need the Dan Smale’s of the world who are good at editing video and we need the 
Jessica Slawter’s who are good at managing a website.  Because of their technical skills, we have been able 
to worship on Sunday mornings.  The church is a bit like baking a wonderful cake.  You need the flour, 
sugar, some salt, a few eggs, milk, vanilla, and butter just for a basic cake and if you want an even more 
specialized cake you will need other ingredients.  A cake without flour would be hopeless, without sugar 
would be bitter, without salt would be bland and without eggs and milk would not be moist.  All are 
needed.  The right amounts are needed.  If you don’t believe me, ask my husband Scott who got the 
ingredients pepper and baking soda mixed up while making banana bread—that bread was hot!  In a 
good cake, all ingredients are needed and in the right proportions!  All are important—not one is more 
important than another. 
 Paul is basically saying the same thing in today’s letter to the church in Corinth.  There are a 
variety of gifts, but the same Spirit, there are varieties of services, but the same Lord Jesus, and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them.  The central feature for Paul is the 
Holy Spirit—without the Spirit we cannot confess Jesus to be Lord—without the spirit, our various gifts, 
talents, and ministries would be useless.  The Spirit ties all together and empowers all for the work of the 
church.  The Spirit gives all the gifts—preaching, healing, music, interpretation, technical skills, website 
design, etc.  No one is more important than another—all are needed to build up the body of Christ—all 
serve the common good—all benefit the Body of Christ.  All have a common origin—but are handed out to 
different people depending on their particular gifts.  The Holy Spirit is the unifying force within the body 
of Christ.  It is the thread that holds the quilt together--the glue that provides the cohesiveness in a wood 
project.  The variety of gifts is essential, but they are brought together through the Spirit into the body.   
 Paul reminds us at the close of today’s epistle lesson, that the church is the body of Christ.  Like 
our own bodies, we need eyes, ears, hands, feet, hearts, stomachs, etc.…but all of these different parts 
make up one body.  Variety is a blessing—it is essential for the vitality of the church—but we need to 
remember that it is the spirit that unifies us all together and gives us a joint vision and mission.  If a gift 
does not serve the common good, it is not needed within the church.  The purpose of all our gifts is to 
make sure everyone in the church benefits—all the members benefit.  The diversity within the church 
exists solely for upbuilding the one Christian community.   
 Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit to each of us.  The Spirit 
gives each one of us different gifts.   
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What is your gift?  How can you use your gift to serve our Eldred community, our church family, or 
your family?  How can your gift be used this year in the midst of a pandemic?  Are there gifts within you 
that you have not fully recognized or developed?  Is there a gift that you know is there, under the surface 
that is begging to be unleashed?  Are there gifts that others have recognized within you that you have 
struggled to nurture? 
 All of us have unique gifts that the Spirit has given us to use for the common good.  I encourage 
you this week, to think about your own gifts.  Ponder how you can develop them further and share them 
more fully.  Remember…you are a part of the body of Christ.  Your unique gifts are vital for the well being 
of the church community.  Don’t hide them under a bushel—but let them shine.  AMEN.  
  
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies us by grace 
through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the church. 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.  
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to 
Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced 
and to work with others for justice, freedom and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to 
serve Christ in our daily tasks, and to live holy and joyful lives. AMEN. 

    
CONCERNS 

all those with the COVID19 virus, health care workers, those who live alone, 
Edith Semmel (Covid19—Fellowship Manor), Mae Borger, Dean Zacharis, Fances Ash (Jennifer Hall’s mother), 

Gladys Lindenmoyer, Alton and Lila Kleintop, Charlotte Christman (M. Prutzman’s niece), Erica Pozza,  
Bobbie Christman, Scott Madden, Jeannie Anewalt, Doug Hawk,  

Bruce Devoncourt (friend of Katie Delbertis), Lee Sitler, George Keller, Marlene Prutzman,  
Janet Fowler (pancreatic cancer), Carol Popay, Donna Smith, Shirley Smith,  

Chapman and Mason Buskirk, Sylvia George, Jan Burger, Brayden Wunder, Kelly George, 
The Rev. Alan Miller, Kim Cope, Margaret Hahn, Josh and Kevin Engler; 

and the Families of Todd “Butch” Campbell (Marie Christman’s son in law, COVID 19 victim) and David Borger  
 

 PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 Let us unite our hearts and minds in prayer, Let us pray. 
  

 Holy Spirit, on this day of Pentecost, breathe upon the Body of Christ in every land, 
 We pray for those who continually teach the faith; 
 for witnesses who show steadfast love; 
 for all who are estranged from the church; 
 and for the strength to walk in your ways and observe your commands. 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  
 
For our world and nation and it continues to battle the Corona Virus, 
for our world’s leaders, give them the wisdom to govern effectively in this time. 
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for doctors, nurses and scientists who are confronting the disease each day. 
for all those who are sick, bring … healing 
for all those who have died… bring comfort to their families.  
for all those who have lost their jobs…bring financial assistance. 
for our teachers and our students as they finish their school year. 
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  
 

For all people who are victims of injustice, for those living on the streets of our cities, 
for everyone affected by divorce, for people struggling with addiction, anger, or fear; 
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  

 

 For this community of faith, 
 for those who worship with us digitally, and those who read the bulletin manuscript 
 for the young, the old, the newcomers, the long familiar faces 
 for those who are tired of being the church scattered and long to be the church gathered. 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 
 

For all else that our church family is concerned with today, hear our silent prayers… … …  
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  
 

 Into your promises, we entrust all those whose needs are known to us today 
 and those whose needs are known only to you. 

Grant peace to all through your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN.  
 

We are bold to pray the prayer that our savior taught us… 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  AMEN. 

 

OFFERING     
With thanksgiving for the gift of the Holy Spirit, our Advocate and comforter 
Let us offer ourselves and the fruits of our labor for God’s work in the world.   

 

(Note:  Offerings may be mailed to the church office using a check or donated on our website, We appreciate your 
continued financial support of the ministry of the church during this difficult time.) 

 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 Go forth this day and witness to the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 Share the gifts that you have been given to build up the Church 
 and be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit in your life.   
 

May the grace of our God, the Creator, bless you with peace, 
may the love of Christ sustain you with joy 
and may the power of the Holy Spirit, fill you with courage this day and forever more.  AMEN. 
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Holy Spirit, fill your church with enthusiasm and energy to work for good in the world. Amen. 
 

 Monroe County is sheltering at home and no meetings are allowed of more than 10 people until at least June 4. For 
now, worship will continue to be held online on Sunday mornings. The Council is hoping to begin worship up in our 

grove in June.  Pastor Suzanne is generally in the office from Monday through Thursday so please call her at the 
church, 610-381-2442, on her cell, 904-910-3034 or contact her by email at sbcstmts@ptd.  If you know of 

someone who is unable to access the Sunday worship service online, please let Pastor Suzanne know and she will 
mail the bulletin and message to them through US Mail.   

 
Please check out our website under the info tab for any future updates and all our worship videos. 

 stmattsucckunkletown.com 
Also please join our Facebook page St. Matthew’s UCC, Kunkletown PA.   

Updates will also be posted there.   
The liturgy used in today’s bulletin is taken from Feasting on the Word:  Worship Companion, WJK 

 
   

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Are you graduating?  We would like to honor our high school, college, and advanced degree 

graduates on June 7 in worship.  Please call Pastor Suzanne or email her with the name of the 

graduate, his or her school, field of study, future plans and address.  Also, let her know your 

relationship to the graduate (child, grandchild, etc.)  She will mail cards out to all graduates. 
 

Kay Frable collects our Weis and Shoprite receipts, talleys them up and turns them into receive a donation for 

PVEN.   Please continue to save your receipts.  You may drop them in her mailbox any afternoon or drop them by 

the church office.   
 

The Upper Room for May and June are available for pick up at the church.  If you would like a copy, just give 

the office a call Monday through Thursday and arrange for a time to pick up your copy.  
 

Pastor Suzanne will be on vacation until June 3.  You may reach her on her cell (904-910-3034) if there is a 

pastoral emergency and she will be checking her email regularly.   
 

When we begin to worship in the Grove, we ask that all worshipers follow best practices for the safety of our 

members and visitors.  Best Practices will include—wear a mask— keep 6 feet apart at all times—no congregating in 

groups—no hugging or shaking of hands—no playing on the playground.  Other practices may be added.  Any who are 

uncomfortable joining us, we encourage you to continue sheltering at home –we will also do our best to continue our 

digital worship in a different format, 

 

The Strawberry Festival has been postponed and will be combined with our picnic on July 18th, 12 until 6 pm.    


