
ST. MATTHEW’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
January 24, 2021

Third Sunday after Epiphany
“A faithful family reaching out to serve Christ”

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP              RJ Cramer
   (L)  For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from the LORD. 
   (P) God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
   (L) On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 
   (P) Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before the LORD; 
          God is a refuge for us.

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY RJ Cramer
    (L) Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
          Strengthen us by your spirit, and make us worthy of your call;
          through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
          in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN.  

*OPENING SONG Behold Our God

Who has held the oceans in His hands? Who has numbered every grain of sand?
Kings and nations tremble at His voice. All creation rises to rejoice.
Who has given counsel to the Lord? Who can question any of His words?
Who can teach the One who knows all things? Who can fathom all his wondrous deeds?

CHORUS: Behold our God, seated on His throne. Come, let us adore Him. 
                   Behold our King, nothing can compare, come, let us adore Him!

Who has felt the nails upon His hands, bearing all the guilt of sinful man?
God eternal, humbled to the grave, Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign! (CHORUS)

You will reign forever. You will reign forever. (4x) (CHORUS)

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgiving God, 
we repent of all the ways we turn from you.
You call, but we do not listen;
you show us your path, but we prefer our own way.
forgive us, heal us, and lead us back to you,
that we might show mercy to others.
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*ACT OF PRAISE #136

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity.  

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        Staci Gower    

THE READING OF SCRIPTURE 
     The Old Testament Lesson:  Jonah 3: 1-5, 10           RJ Cramer

1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 "Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you." 3 So Jonah 
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 
an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the 
city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!" 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, 
and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 10 When God saw what they did, 
how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity 
that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

   *The Gloria Tibi:  Glory be to thee, O Lord
   *The Gospel:  Mark 1: 14-20

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news." 16 As Jesus passed along the 
Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 
sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people." 



18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

   *Laus Tibi:  Praise be to thee, O Christ

SERMON              “The Day God Changed his Mind          The Rev. Suzanne Brooks-Cope

*HYMN Softly and Tenderly
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling for you and for me.
See on the portals He’s waiting and watching, Watching for you and for me. 
Come home; come home. You who are weary, come home.
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling, “O sinner, come home!”

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, Pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not His mercies, Mercies for you and for me?
Come home; come home. You who are weary, come home.
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling, “O sinner, come home!”

O for the wonderful love He has promised, Promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon, Pardon for you and for me.
Come home; come home. You who are weary, come home.
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling, “O sinner, come home!”
Calling, “O sinner, come home, come home, come home!”

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one 
triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the 
reign of God, preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and 
binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners and 
calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy 
and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving 
his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating 
his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to 
life eternal.    AMEN.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

*CLOSING HYMN Lead On, O King Eternal
Lead on, O King Eternal, The day of march has come; 
Henceforth in fields of conquest Thy tents shall be our home.
Thro’ days of preparation Thy grace has made us strong; 
And now, O King Eternal, We lift our battle song.

Lead on, O King Eternal, Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
And holiness shall whisper The sweet amen of peace;
For not with swords’ loud clashing, Nor roll of stirring drums,
With deeds of love and mercy The heavenly kingdom comes.

Lead on, O King Eternal, We follow, not with fears; 
For gladness breaks like morning Wheree’er Thy face appears.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE#231
Arise your light has come! The Spirit’s call obey;

show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today.

*POSTLUDE
 (*Please stand in body or spirit.)
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“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
—Mahatma Gandhi

                                                This Week Ahead

   Sunday, January 24                           Worship        -Sanctuary, 9 am
     Third Sunday after Epiphany        -CIA Class, Stage 10:30 am

Monday, January 25             -Office Open 9am-1 pm
       Exercise Group        -Gathering Room, 1 pm

 Tuesday, January 26              Confirmation Class          -Zoom, 4 - 6 pm
Wednesday, January 27                           -Office Open 9am-1pm

       Exercise Group        -Gathering Room, 1 pm
Friday, January 29                           -Office Open 9am-1pm

  Sunday, January 31                           Worship        -Sanctuary, 9 am
     Fourth Sunday after Epiphany        -CIA Class, Stage 10:30 am

Prayer Concerns

 Joyce Smith, Shirley Borger, McCoy Rapa, Doug Hawk, Dale and Gladys Meixsell, Eliza Dymond, 
Eloise and Jack, Lorraine Borger, Janet Gower, Grace Everett, Alton and Lila Kleintop, 

Gladys Lindenmoyer, Jesse Ziegenfus, Erica Pozza, George Keller, Rosemarie Stranahan, 
Shirley Smith, Andrea Holec, Brayden Wunder, Kim Cope, Josh & Kevin Engler, Mae Borger, 

and the Families of Marlena Gilboy (C. Andrew’s daughter) and Bill Clausen

Today’s Ushers:
R J Cramer and Harry Koehler

Next Week’s Ushers:
Gabrielle Bentley and Jessica Slawter

This Week’s Acolyte: Jake Procita
Next Week’s Acolyte:  Tyler Weidman

Transmission of COVID19 is on the rise in our area.  Don’t forget to wear a 
mask at all times when inside the building and to keep 6 feet away from 
others not in your household!   If you are not feeling well or running a 
fever, please stay home. 

All youth and children are invited to go ice skating this afternoon at 1:30 pm at the Ice 
Rink of the Lehigh Valley.  Our Youth Fund will pay for children and youth.  Parents are 
welcome to skate but need to pay their own way.  Meet at the rink at 1:30 pm.  Speak to Staci 
Gower if you have questions. Masks are required while skaing.

Offering Envelopes for 2021 are available for pick up in the Gathering Room.  Because of 
COVID19, many of our members are not worshiping in person.  Please pick up the boxes for 
your family members and neighbors and drop them off for us.  Thanks!

Thank you to all who donated to help a church member out with car repairs.  Thanks to 
George Moretz who found a transmission online at a decent price, we were able to raise the 
entire amount for the car repair for the “grandma” raising her two grandchildren.  Thank you so 
much for helping make the life of one of our church members a little easier.  

Pastor Suzanne has been in discussion with our Community Churches that share 
Wednesday night Lenten Services.  Due to Covid19 it was decided that each church should 
observe Lent alone this year.  We will regroup next year and hold our Community Lenten 
Services when more people are vaccinated, and we can “get back to normal.”

Come get your Ash in Church on February 17!  We will worship at 6 pm on Ash 
Wednesday in our sanctuary for a service of Word, the imposition of ashes and 
communion.  The service will also be livestreamed.  Ash Wednesday begins our 
observation of Lent.  Please join us virtually or in person as we begin our Lenten 
Journey.  If you would like to receive ashes but are uncomfortable coming to in-
person worship, Pastor Suzanne will be giving “drive thru” ashes throughout the 
day.  Just call and let her know when you are coming. 

This Lent, Pastor Suzanne will be leading a Wednesday Night Bible Study that will include 
worship and study on Wednesday Nights at 6 pm (the first session will meet on Thursday, 
Feb. 18 due to Ash Wednesday).  The focus of the study will be Dr. Donald McKim’s book, 
“Living into Lent.”  You may join the study in person spread out in our Social Hall or on Zoom.  
This study involves daily devotion which will be the topic for our weekly gatherings.  There will 
be a signup sheet on the narthex table. Contact Pastor Suzanne if you want the church to order 
your book—you may also order it online if you prefer a kindle version.  Please sign up by 
January 31 if you would like the church to order your book.  At the most, the cost will be $14.   


