
ST. MATTHEW’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
April 25, 2021

Fourth Sunday of Easter
“A faithful family reaching out to serve Christ.”

PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP       
     (L)  The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd.
     (P) He lays down his life for his sheep.
     (L) The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd.
     (P) He knows us, and we belong to him.
     (L) The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd.
     (P) He speaks and we listen for his voice.
     (L) Let us worship our shepherding Lord.  

*HYMN Make a Joyful Noise
Make a joyful noise, shout to the Lord all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness. Come into His presence with singing.
Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made us not we ourselves.
We are His people, the sheep of His pasture. 
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise.
Show thankfulness to Him and bless His name.
For the Lord is good; His love is everlasting.
His truth endures to every generation.

*UNISON OPENING PRAYER
We are your people O God—the sheep of your pasture, the flock  you have 

gathered, the sinners you have redeemed.  Lead us beside still waters; teach us 
the way of righteousness, and feed us at your table; through Jesus Christ, our 
good shepherd.  AMEN. 

*ACT OF PRAISE # 307
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph of our King!

To all the world glad news we bring: “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!”

We praise in songs of victory, that love, that life, which cannot die
and sing with hearts uplifted high; “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!”

THE TIME FOR CHILDREN Staci Gower
         

THE READING OF SCRIPTURE Diane Huber
    The First Lesson:  1 John 3: 16-24 (NRSV) Renee Keiper

16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. 17 How does God's love abide in anyone who has 
the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses 
help? 18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure 
our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than 
our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, 
we have boldness before God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 All who obey 
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

 
 The Psalter Lesson:  Psalm 23 (KJV) Renee Keiper

 (L) The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 (P) He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
        he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
(L) He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
        his name's sake. 
(P) Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
        will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
         thy rod and thy staff they comfort me 
(L) Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
       thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
(P)  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
         and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.



   *The Gloria Tibi:  Glory be to thee, O Lord.

*The Gospel: John 10: 11-18 (NRSV)
11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care 
for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 
for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father." 

*Laus Tibi:  Praise be to thee O Christ.

THE SERMON                    “Our Shepherding God”                The Rev. Suzanne Brooks-Cope

*HYMN Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care,
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare: 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast bought us, thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast bought us, thine we are.

We are Thine, do thou befriend us, be the Guardian of our way,
Keep Thy flock from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear, O hear us when we pray.

Early let us seek Thy favor; early let us do thy will, 
Blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our bosoms fill: 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, thou hast loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, thou hast loved us, love us still.
Thou hast loved us, love us still.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH A New Creed
We are not alone; we live in God’s world.

 We believe in God:
    who has created and is creating,
    who has come in Jesus,
       the Word made flesh,
       to reconcile and make new,
    who works in us and others
       by the Spirit.

We trust in God. We are called to be the Church:
    to celebrate God’s presence,
    to live with respect in Creation,
    to love and serve others,
    to seek justice and resist evil,
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
       our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
    God is with us.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  AMEN.

*CLOSING HYMN Revive Us Again

We praise Thee, O God, for the Song of Thy love- 
For Jesus, who died and is now gone above.
Hallelujah! Thine the glory! Hallelujah! Amen! Hallelujah! 
Thine the glory! Revive us again.

All glory and praise to the Lamb that was slain, 
Who has borne all our sins and has cleansed every stain.



Hallelujah! Thine the glory! Hallelujah! Amen! Hallelujah! 
Thine the glory! Revive us again.

Revive us again; fill each heart with Thy love. 
May each soul be rekindled with fire from above.
Hallelujah! Thine the glory! Hallelujah! Amen! Hallelujah! 
Thine the glory! Revive us again.

Hallelujah! Thine the glory! Hallelujah! Amen! Hallelujah! 
Thine the glory! Revive us again.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   (#312)    
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands empty to the sky.

Let streets and homes with praises ring.  Love drowned in death can never die. 

Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now, and touching every place and time.

Christ is alive and comes to bring good news to this and every age;
till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 
*POSTLUDE
(*Please stand in body or spirit.)
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Welcome to worship as we continue to rejoice in the good news of Christ’s resurrection.

This Week Ahead

Sunday, April 25                 Fourth Sunday of Easter           - Sanctuary, 9 am
        CIA Class                      - Stage Classroom 10:30 am

                 Youth Group                     - Grove, 6 to 8:30 pm 
Monday, April 26             -Office Open 10:30 am-1pm
       Exercise Group        -Gathering Room, 1 pm

Wednesday, April 28                  -Office Open 10:30 am-1pm
  Exercise Group        -Gathering Room, 1 pm 

Thursday, April 29        -Office Open 10:30am-1pm 
Sunday, May 2                     Fifth Sunday of Easter           - Sanctuary, 9 am

        CIA Class                      - Stage Classroom 10:30 am

Prayer Concerns
Joyce Gower, Jalene Keiser, Albert Serfass, Conner Bittenbender, Hudson Stewart, 

Doug Hawk, Gladys Meixsell, Janet Gower, Eliza Dymond, Lois Bohn, Neal Murphy, Janet Gower, 
Grace Everett, Dora Tartar, Randy Cramer, Lila Kleintop, Gladys Lindenmoyer, Joyce Smith

                Chip Diehl, Rose Arace, Rosemarie Stranahan, Shirley Smith, Andrea Holec, 
Shirley Borger, Brayden Wunder, Kim and Trevor Cope, Josh & Kevin Engler, Mae Borger, 

and the Families of Roy Anthony, Megan Stranahan, Bill Norton, and Ernie Norton, 

Today’s Ushers:
Cheryl Dorshimer and Gabrielle Bentley

Next Week’s Ushers: 
RJ Cramer, Darryl Breinich, and Jessica Slawter

Today’s Acolyte: Lydia Borger
Next Week’s Acolyte:  Katie Fritz

Don’t forget to play CIA’s Bible Bingo game based on the Fruits of the Spirit.  
Directions are on the back of the Bingo card.  If you would like an extra card, speak to 
Diann Bittenbender. This week’s fruit is: Galatians 6:9—Bananas; Psalms 
3:5—orange, Micah 6:8 pear.

CIA is hosting gift card bingo in the grove on Saturday, May 2nd. Refreshments 
are being sold at 12pm and gift card bingo is at 1pm. Tell your friends and 
neighbors and come and play.

The Council decided at their April meeting to move 
Sunday morning worship back to the Grove from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day, weather permitting.  Up at 
the Grove, people will be able to scatter out around the 
gazebo or stay in their cars for worship. Also, since 
Pennsylvania is loosening COVID restrictions, the council 
will be expanding our allowed number of worshipers in the sanctuary to 90.  We will be 
placing hymnals and bibles back in their pews.  Please however continue to attempt to 
sit 6 feet away from anyone not in your family; you may need to sit in the center of the 
pew. Please continue to wear masks during worship.  

Our Secretary, Rose Arace will be out of the office for 8 weeks beginning March 31 
due to surgery.  Office hours will be 10:30 am to 1 pm on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursdays while she is gone. The office will be closed on Fridays during her recovery. 
Joan Madden is filling in for Rose while she is away.  Magen Snyder will be editing the 
White Dove Flyer.

Our faithful and committed Sexton, Dean Zacharias is resigning.  He is staying on 
until we can higher his replacement.  If you are interested in becoming our next 
Sexton/Housekeeper, please contact Cheryl Dorshimer, our Council President.

Our Strawberry Picnic Festival Committee is up and running.  Beginning in May 
there will be a sign up for volunteers in our food stands.  We will be buying ice cream 
again this year due to COVID, but we do plan on a Cake Walk so we will be looking for 
donations for both the adult and children’s cake walk.  Laymen’s Fellowship will also be 
holding a tricky tray and is looking for donations.  Thank you for your assistance!!


