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January 2021 

 

Dear Members and friends of St. Matthews,  

 

Howard Thurman wrote this poem: 

  

 When the star in the sky is gone, 

  When the Kings and Princes are home, 

   When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

 The work of Christmas begins. 

  To find the lost, to heal the broken, 

   To feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, 

    To teach the nations, to bring Christ to all, 

     To make music in the heart. 

 

By the time you get this, the left-over turkey or ham from Christmas dinner is probably gone as are the 

pumpkin and apples pies.  Needles are falling from Christmas trees and any family that was brave enough to 

visit has probably returned home.  It has been such a strange Christmas season—COVID19 made a huge 

dent in our normal routines and world.  But Thurman was right—the work of Christmas has just begun.   

 

The light of Christ has come.  God with us, Emmanuel has entered into the darkness of our world—into the 

ICU rooms, into the loneliness of our seniors who are unable to see their loved ones, into the homes of our 

children learning their lessons by zoom, into the nurses’ stations in our hospitals where our front-line 

health workers gather to collaborate, commiserate, and share their grief.  Christ has come to the darkest 

corners of this planet—even the darkness of our souls.  I encourage you to open the door and let him in to 

the darkness of your life.  It has been a hard Christmas and the long winter months are ahead.  So, we need 

his light more than ever.  Take the time each day to see the light—his light shines in the phone calls from our 

friends, the zoom meetings with our family, the late Christmas cards that are    arriving in our mailboxes, the 

squeals of children and grandchildren playing in the snow, the cardinals that perch on your fence and the 

sunshine that occasionally peeks through our grey winter skies.  Take the time to search for the light of 

Christ in the ordinary events of your day.  Then, remember that the work of Christmas has just begun.  Let 

us help heal the broken soul, continue to work and donate to our food pantries, reach out to your neighbor 

who is struggling, support our small businesses and make     music in an old person’s heart.   

 

I pray for our new year—I’m ready for a new year filled with hope, a COVID vaccine, and a year without a 

contentious election.  I am blessed to be able to do the work of Christmas with all of you here at  

St. Matthews. My New Year’s prayer is that we continue to make beautiful music in each of our hearts and in 

the hearts of all those we meet. 

 

May the light of Christ shine within you, 

 

 

Pastor Suzanne 





Welcome to our council the  

following people: 

RJ Cramer 

Cheryl Dorshimer 

Jessica Slawter 

Thank you to George Huber,  

Starlene Barr,  

Diann Bittenbender, 

Katelyn Hefflefinger,  

Henry Krechel 

For your 3 years of service.  

Incase of inclement weather, please call the church office for 

any cancelations of meetings or services being cancelled. We 

will leave a message on the machine if we are going to cancel. 

If there is no answering machine picking up, that means there 

is no electric and we will not be having service.  

1 Diane Huber 

2 Riston Barr 

2 Jessie Ziegenfus 

5 Donna Waltz 

6 Kim Buskirk 

6 Rodney Smith 

7 Lynn Byerly 

7 Catherine Dotter 

7 Debbie Kemmerer 

7 David Kreiser 

8 Betty Kleintop 

9 Henry Krechel 

9 Ashley Smith 

11 Leslie Byrne 

14 Jeffery Gower 

15 Jennifer Hall 

16 Carl Kocher 

16 Bonney Kresge 

17 Hailee Snyder 

19 Ryker Barr 

20 Carol King 

20 Linda Koehler 

21 Jennifer Ray 

21 Larry Smale 

24 Kurt Eckhart 

24 James Smith 

25 Kathy Beidleman 

26 Charolette Kleintop 

26 Wanda Wunder 

28 Rachel Frable 

29 Katelin Arace 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER FINANCIAL INCOME COMPARISON 

Income for November 2020 Income for November 2019 

 11/3/19-9am– 112 Attending-$4,050.22-All Saint’s Day 

11/15/2020-50 Attending- $2,385.20 11/10/19-9am– 68 Attending-$2,092.22 

11/22/2020-46 Attending- -$1,457.22 11/17/19-9am-104 Attending—$2,095.22– Baptisms 

11/29/2020– 50 Attending—$1,426.22 11/24/19-9am-65 Attending—$1,513.22 

  



Staci’s Stuff 

By Staci Gower, coordinator of Christian formation 

 

Welcome to 2021. The outgoing 2020 year was one in which we spent a lot of time at home – or close to it most of 

the time; we faced many challenges; we learned a great deal about our strengths as an individual and as a family; 

we explored our backyards and local parks; we crafted; we created; we baked; we prayed; we worshiped in new 

places; and we found creative ways to stay connected while maintaining distance. I suspect that most of 2021 will 

be a continuation of the way we adapted last year. Our goals and resolutions will continue as we meet each day 

head on. I hope our Christian Education program continues to inspire and teach your children. 

Virtual Sunday School will continue through mid-May. Each week, one 

of our six teachers plans a lesson around a Bible story. She provides vide-

os,         discussion, songs, a craft, and various activity sheets. The lesson 

is available here: https://stmattsucckunkletown.com/sunday-school.  

I will lead the January 3 lesson, which includes a New Year’s song and      

coloring page and two animated videos about the Bible’s Old Testament 

(which we finished with Jonah and the Whale) and the New Testament   

(which we began with Mary and Joseph expecting a baby). The rest of the 

time on January 3 may be spent catching up on lessons you missed, that 

are on our Sunday School archive page. 

Here are the other lessons this month: January 10, An angry king; January 17, Jesus is lost; January 24, John      

baptizes Jesus; and January 31, Jesus chooses his disciples. 

Keep sending in those photos of your kids doing the lesson and crafts. Ms. Jessica will put them on the website. 

Email us: stacigeorge0317@gmail.com and wjslawt02@gmail.com. 

Happy Birthday on January 10 to Tyler Weidman, one of our Confirmation students. Many of you know him from 

Vacation Bible School, as he has been a youth helper for the past few years! 

Get ready for a fun evening of snow tubing! We will meet at Blue Mountain Ski Resort on Saturday, January 23 at 

3:15 p.m. Our tubing session will be from 4-7 p.m. For the group rate, we need at least 15 participants ages 3 and 

up. Please see me to sign up in advance. Here is the link regarding COVID-19 measures: https://skibluemtn.com/

safety-precautions/. 

Our nursery remains closed. I will continue to hand out activity sheets at the beginning of worship. These sheets 

usually correspond to my children’s message of the day. 

For more information or to enroll your child(ren) in the Sunday School class, please contact Staci Gower at        

610-283-4696 or stacigeorge0317@gmail.com. 

mailto:stacigeorge0317@gmail.com
mailto:wjslawt02@gmail.com
https://skibluemtn.com/safety-precautions/
https://skibluemtn.com/safety-precautions/


St. Matthew’s UCC Prayer List 
(As of publishing date Dec 22, 2020) 

We Join In Christ’s Prayer For Our Church Members  at    
Various Personal Care Residences or Our Homebound and Friends 

Who Need Extra Prayers.  

Lorraine Borger, Jesse Ziegenfus,  

Getz Personal Care Home 

1026 Scenic Drive 

Kunkletown, Pa 18058 

Gladys Lindenmoyer 

Gluco Lodge 

 1127 Kemmertown Road 

Stroudsburg PA, 18360 

 Joyce Smale 

 Pleasant Valley Manor 

 4227 Manor Drive 

 Stroudsburg, Pa 18360 

Lillian Kleintop 

Attleboro Village 

290 E Windchester Ave Apt 404W 

Langhorne, Pa  19047 

Arlene Kresge & Lila Kleintop 

Mrs. Bush’s Personal Care 

302 Kunkletown Road 

Kunkletown, Pa 18058 

Catherine Dotter 

The Walden III 

325 N Broadway 

 Wind Gap, PA 18091  

Alton Kleintop 

The Summit At Blue Mt. 

211 N 12th Street 

Lehighton, Pa 18235 

 

 

Please pray for the following: 

Shirley Borger, Doug Hawk, Bill Slawter,     

Eliza Dymond, Janet Gower, Grace Everett, 

Alton and Lila Kleintop, Allen Kramer-Moyer, 

Bruce Eckhart, Gladys Lindenmoyer,            

Erica Pozza, McCoy Rapa, 

Rosemarie Stranahan, Ralph Wunder,     

Lynda Edwards, Janet Fowler, Shirley Smith, 

Andrea Holec, Chapman and Mason Buskirk, 

Brayden Wunder, Kelly George, Kim Cope, 

Josh and Kevin Engler, Mae Borger,        

Gladys Meixsell, George Keller, 


