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“A faithful family reaching out to serve Christ” 



 

MISTAKEN IDENTITY 

Pastor Rick Rufenacht 

A middle aged woman had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital. While on the operating table she 
had a near-death experience. During that experience she saw God and asked if this was her time. God said 
no and explained that she had another 30-40 years to live. Upon her recovery she decided to stay in the hos-
pital and have a face lift, liposuction, and a tummy tuck. She even had someone come in and change her hair 
color. She figured that since she had another 30 or 40 years, she might as well make the most of it. As she 
walked out of the hospital after the last operation, she was killed by an ambulance speeding up to the hospi-
tal. When she arrived in front of God again, she questioned, "I thought you said I had another 30-40 years?" 
God replied, "Sorry, I didn't recognize you. 

Christmas is the time when we focus on Jesus. He is truly the reason for the season, but often there seems to 
be some mistaken identity that surrounding Him. Who is Jesus really? 

For some people Jesus is always just part of the Christmas vignette.  Jesus is the baby in the manger which 
makes the nativity set complete. He’s just a character along with all the other characters that come around 
at Christmas. Maybe the story of Jesus is just one more Christmas story or the baby just one more one piece 
in all of the decorations.  Many people want to make sure they do Christmas up right. They don’t want to 
leave out any part of the celebration, so if Jesus is part of the Nativity which is part of Christmas, then by all 
means, let’s include Him. 

You know Dasher and Dancer and Donner and Blitzen, Frosty and Rudolph, Mary and Joseph, the Grinch, and 
Macy’s and Gimbles and Jesus and Santa.  

For some the identity of Jesus becomes just a reason for going to church a couple of times a year. Jesus is 
someone that is relegated to Christmas and Easter. We aren’t really solid on who Jesus is, but we know that 
special attention is given to Him on at least a couple of occasions.  For some Jesus is definitely the reason for 
the season - all two of them. 

Others see Jesus as the Iconic Jesus. Jesus is the picture on the wall in your bedroom or family room, the 
figure with the hands folded on your shelf, the current screen saver on your computer, or one of the orna-
ments on your tree. The identity of Jesus is for show and tell. People think more of us when they think we 
have a spiritual side, so the purpose of Jesus is to help us look and feel spiritual. 

Even in His own time, Jesus dealt with mistaken identity. In one conversation Jesus asked his disciples to let 
him know who others thought He was. The responses were varied. Some say you are John the Baptist. Some 
say you are Elijah. Some say you are one of the prophets. But it was Peter who correctly answered “You are 
the Christ - the very Son of God”. 

That word Christ speaks of the true identity of Jesus. It means that Jesus was the anointed of God. He was 
the Son of God who came to take His rightful place as prophet, priest and King. He is the anointed Son of God 
who would offer Himself to die on a cross to take away the sin of the world. 

Jesus is God’s love in human form. Jesus is the savior of souls destined for Hell. He came not just to be born 
in a stable, but to die on a cruel cross so that we could have eternal life and fellowship with God our Creator. 

He is not just a baby in a manger reserved for Christmas time. He is not a part-time Lord and Savior who is 
relegated to seasonal worship. Jesus is the true King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is the One we honor and 
worship daily. He is the author of life and the One who brings us abundantly each and every day. 

 

Continued on page 2 



The Annual Congregational Meeting  

Sunday, December 8th, during the worship service. 

Please plan to be here to learn important information about St. 

Matthew’s and vote for new Council members and the 2025 Budget. 

See the proposed budget on page 5. 

We will also hear the results of our church assessment at that time.  

We want to thank Devoe Breinich, Magen Snyder and Brenda Sheckler 

for their years of service on the Church Council. 

 

Continued from page 1: 

This Christmas let us be reminded that Jesus is asking us the same question He asked His disciples. Who do 
you say I am? 

If you say that He is the Christ - the Son of God, then you must decide what you will do with Him. Will you 
let Him affect your life? Will you give your life over to His control? 

John 1:11-12  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received 
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 

Annual Christmas Pageant     

Hello Families! We would like to have our Annual Christmas Pageant on Sunday,            
December 15 during Church Service.  Following our presentation in Church, we plan to 
go to Mrs. Bush’s to repeat our performance. The name of our performance will be 
Christmas, Jesus & Santa. Now all we need are the children & a baby Jesus!  We will 
have two practices: Sunday, December 1 at 9:00 am, during Church and Friday,             
December 6 during Family, Faith & Fun Night, from 6-8 p.m.  For Family, Faith, & Fun-
Night, we will decorate Christmas cookies, make  a Christmas craft & practice our     
pageant. Please let me know if your child will be able to participate,                                          
at ddtartar929@gmail.com or text me at 570-730-9931. 

Thanks,  
Dora, Gabby, Cheryl, Laura, Eileen 

mailto:ddtartar929@gmail.com


 



 



 
Shirley Kuntz—Getz Personal Care Home, 1026 Scenic Dr, Kunkletown PA 18058  

Edith George, Gladys Smith—Scenic View Personal Care, 1305 Church Rd,  

Palmerton PA 18071     

James Borger—Moravian Village Health Ctr, Rm 142, 634 E. Broad St, Bethlehem PA 18018                           

 Larry Hahn—Gracedale, 2 Gracedale Ave, Nazareth PA 18064                                                                       

Gladys Meixsell—Pleasant Valley Manor, 4227 Manor Dr, Stroudsburg PA 18360                         

Leah Jane Sterner—300 Covered Bridge Rd, Kunkletown PA 18058                                                                      

Kyle Frable—104 5K Lane, Kunkletown PA 18058                                                                                                 

Velma Silfies—Mrs. Bush’s Personal Care, 302 Kunkletown Rd, Kunkletown PA 18058                                         

 Jesse Ziegenfus—Brookmont Healthcare Ctr, 510 Brookmont Dr, Effort PA 18330                                                

Joann Hunsicker—Mrs. Bush’s Personal Care—2W, P.O. Box 327, Kunkletown PA 18058  

Prayer Concerns 
 

Jason Frantz, Wayne Halliday, Dawn Hockman, Brenda Hawk, Ralph Wunder (Dan’s brother), Brooke Beck, 
Marlette Palermo, Tina Martin (Pat’s daughter), Todd Kresge, Alysha Katz, Wendy Peddigree, Rhonda Cramer
(Randy and Ray’s sister), Ellen Kresge, Beverly Frantz, John Blundetto, Jessica Speer, Tom and Lee Byrne,    
Barbara Souders, Debra Kemmerer,  Joan Madden, Janet Smith, Marilyn and Howard McCloud, Kyle Frable, 
Diane Bonser, Shirley Smith, Edith George, Doris Neumeyer, Janet Gower, Joyce Gower, Conner Brawley,   
Gabrielle Collins, Gene Borger, Sharlee Ahner, Ronald Frantz, Sheila Sherer, Margaret and Larry Hahn,      
Hudson Stewart, Conner Bittenbender, Marlene Long, Roberta Heffley, Mike Heller, and Brian Holderman 
(Wendy Peddigree’s brother), Barry and Danny Serfass (Brenda Hawk’s brothers), Barbara Marks (Pat       
Martin’s sister-in-law), Georgia Smith (friend of Connie Frantz and Dora Tartar),  Helen Alpaugh, Leni (friend 
of Helen), Logan Mackes (Rose Fritz’s grandson). 

 

SATURDAY 

 

KUNKLETOWN CHRISTMAS AT  ST. MATTHEW’S 

JOIN OUR HOLIDAY MUSICIANS,  

ST. MATTHEW’S CHOIR AND MORE TO  

CELBRATE THE HOLIDAYS 

DECEMBER 7TH AT 6:00PM!!! 



CIA Cook’s Corner 

Sweet Potato Casserole 

Renee Keiper 

 
1 cup milk 

2 tbs cornstarch 

18 oz can sweet potatoes (drained and mashed) 

2 beaten eggs 

Cinnamon – a couple of dashes 

¾ stick margarine 

1 ½ cup sugar 

 Mix milk and cornstarch, add the remaining ingredients.  You may need a mixer to get the lumps 

out.  Bake at 400 degrees for 20 – 30 minutes. 

Topping: 

1 cup crushed cornflakes 

½ cup chopped pecans or walnuts 

¾ cup margarine 

1 cup coconut   

½ cup brown sugar 

 After the margarine is melted add remaining ingredients.  Stir until well coated.  Spread over sweet 

potatoes.  Bake another 10 minutes.  

 

 

 

 

 

October Offering—2024     October Offering—2023 

10/6/24—95 attending—$4,190.00    10/1/23—69 attending—$2,370.00 

10/13/24—58 attending—$2,913.00    10/08/23—74 attending—$3,182.00 

10/20/24—62 attending—$1,650.00    10/15/23—45 attending—$1,560.00 

10/27/24—71 attending—$1,880.00    10/22/23—57 attending—$2,265.00 

        10/29/23—67 attending—$2,727.00 

Total—$10,633.00      Total—$12,104.00 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7    6PM 

KUNKLETOWN  

CHRISTMAS  

8ANNUAL 

MEETING & 

ASSESSMENT 

RESULTS DURING 

THE SERVICE 

9 

COUNCIL 7PM 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 

LAYMEN’S  

MEETING 10AM 

19 20 21 

22 23 24SERVICES 

3PM AND 8PM 

25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

December 2024 

December Birthdays 

1 Leilani Frantz, Sally Haydt    20 Beverly Frantz 

2 Bruce Pozza      21 Chelsea Salerno 

3 Rose Arace, Denise Brotzman    22 Kevin Yaple 

4 Brian Beidleman     23 Mitchell Hawk 

5 Ty Borger, Nancy Frantz,  Robert May   24 Devoe Breinich, Luciano Garita 

6 Delbert Kresge      25 Lynn Witt 

7 Kayla Frable      26 Janine Krechel 

8 Connie Moretz      27 Daniel Frantz 

9 Lisa Everett, Kathryn Fritz    28 Alysha Kresge, Wendy Peddigree 

11 Lynn Courtright, Kaitlin Silliman    30 Tracy Buskirk, Kaylee Hawk 

12 Ted Kreger, Sterling Kresge, Rocky Smith   31 Jeremy Smith 

      Julie Sterner, Gerald Voorhees 

15 Brittany Handelong        

16 Ricky Gower 

17 Kay Frable, Kyle Frantz, Jennifer Kibler, 

      Nadine Scheller 

18 Kim Scheller 

 


