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Dear Members and Friends of Optimism, 
 
October 1 brings the new Optimist year. A year of hope and 
opportunity to help the youth in our community grow to be 
resilient, strong community members.  
 
On September 30, we held our annual banquet to wrap up the 
2023-24 year. The food and comradery was really awesome and 
I was able to thank my past team with certificates and a small 
token of my appreciation.  
(Pictures from the banquet are on pages 6 & 7) 
 
Zone 1 Lt. Governor Gale Haas installed our new officers and board members for the  
upcoming 2024-2025 year. (see page 8) 
 
Officers: Board Members: 
President Marty Tlachac Scott Marty, 2nd year  
Vice President Dina Brennan, 1st year  Nancy Post, 2nd year replacing Dina  
President-Elect Vicki Wilson  Lisa Thelen,  2nd year 
Secretary Jack Halbleib Tom Eder, 1st year (second.term) 
Treasurer Deb Braden  Laurie Ewings 1st year  
Past President Cathy Greenseth Bob Nelson 1st year 
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[ƻǳƛǎŜ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΣ нƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ 

bŀŘƛƴŜ .ǊŜǎƛƴŀΣ нƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ŀǘƘȅ DǊŜŜƴǎŜǘƘ 
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Congratulations to Lisa Thelen who 

was recognized as our Optimist of 

the Year, bringing out the best in 

our club.  

I was very honored to be the president 

this past year and I proudly hand the  

gavel on to Marty as the club works  

together for a successful 56th year in 

2024-2025. 
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Lots of members and 
friends volunteered to help 
serve food at our perma-
nent food stand for  
Oktoberfest 2024.  

 
The horses hauled the Golden 
Keg from Leinieôs Lodge to the 
fairgrounds for tapping! 
 
The rain on Saturday did cause 
some issues with lower attend-
ance but we got by and sold a 
lot of food to all the hungry fest 
goers. Can you say...Cheese 
Curds!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We grilled the brats & decorated our stand on September 19 
in-between the rain. All set up and ready to serve the com-
munity on September 20 & 21. 

Club Optimist member, Tom  

Coushman updated us with the 

history of Oktoberfest on  

September 18 and told us  

what we could expect new  

this year. 

¢ƻƳ /ƻǳǎƘƳŀƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ  

ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ DƭƻŎƪŜƴǎǇƛŜƭ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎΦ 
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   Carla Berscheit, Dementia Care Specialist 
from the Aging & Disability Resource Center 
(ADRC), gave a presentation to our club at 
the September 25 meeting.  
   Prior to joining the ADRC in 2020, Carla 
worked as an Occupational Therapist for 
over 20 years. Often, the people she worked 
with had varying stages of dementia too, 
which required additional evaluation and 
coordination to ensure a safe return to their 
prior living environment.  She has a passion 
for reaching caregivers and empowering 
them with education and resources to do 
their personal best. 
 
Dementia Statistics: 
*5.8 million Americans with some form of de-
mentia 
*126,00 people in Wisconsin have diagnosed 
dementia 
*Estimated to reach 216,000 people in Wiscon-
sin with dementia by 2035. 
*There are 70-100 different types of dementia 
*Alzheimerôs Disease is the most common 
type. 
 
Thank you, Carla, for updating our club on 
the many ways that the ADRC can help with 
the mental health needs in our communities. 

Educator of the Year David Schaller with our club 
president, Cathy Greenseth. 
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Carla Berscheit from ADRC with Optimist 

President Cathy Greenseth  

$ÁÖÉÄ 3ÃÈÁÌÌÅÒ ÉÓ !×ÁÒÄÅÄ %ÄÕÃÁÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ 
The Optimist Club Educator of the 
Year Award goes to our own Optimist 
member, David Schaller who has 
been an educator for 34 years.  
   Starting out as a teacher he retired 
this past spring as Principal of the 
Chippewa Valley High School. 
  Dave said he actually did not apply 
for the Principal position when looking 
at jobs available in Chippewa Falls 
but applied for the Assistant Principal 
position that was open at the middle 
school. He wasnôt offered the 
assistant position however, the 
interview committee asked him to 
consider the principal position at the 
alternative high school located just 
outside of the city of Chippewa Falls. 
Dave said, ñIt was the perfect job for 
me.ò It matched his organizational 
skills. When something came up he 
would make himself available for 
every  
situation. Thank you Dave for giving 
of your heart to the youth of our  
community.  
    The club presented the award to 
Dave at our September 11 meeting. 
With the award comes a monetary gift 
for Dave to give to further help the 
youth in our community. 

Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛǇǇŜǿŀ Cŀƭƭǎ  

hǇǝƳƛǎǘ /ƭǳō ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ 

 

To learn more visit their Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
ADRCChippewaCo 
 
Or go to their ADRC website. 
https://www.chippewacountywi.gov/
government/aging-disability-resource- 
center-adrc 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChippewaOptimist
https://www.facebook.com/ChippewaOptimist


 
п 

/ÐÔÉÍÉÓÔ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 60 ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ 0ÌÁÉÎÓ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ 

  On August 28, Darren Kirby talked with us 
about Self-Publishing books and the ups and 
downs that he has learned about this 
process. Darren always loved to read and in 
2008 he helped form a Writerôs Critique 
group. After a few years he finally managed 
to finish his first short story, "Pins And Dolls" 
and then went on to write a novel and 
another short story.  
   From his extensive experience getting his 
writings published, he now coaches others 
through this tidiest process. Darren can help 
with story crafting, book design, layout, 
editing, publicity and so much more.  Darren 
says on his website; ñI will help you avoid the 
landmines that even seasoned indie 
publishers get tripped up on. ñ 
   He has coached many clients and has 
some amazing reviews from them on  
his website. They all commented on how 
helpful Darren was in navigating the word of 
self-publishing and helping them meet their 
goal of publishing their book. 
   You can learn more about Darren and get 
help from him at his website if youôre 
interested in writing at: 
https://www.darrenkirby.com/ 

  

President Cathy Greenseth thanks Jodi Ariola 

for giving us a summary of the Optimist  

International Convention. 

   On September 4, Hallie Club member 
Jody Arriola, who is also the incoming  
Optimist International Vice President of 
the Great Plains Region, updated us on 
Optimist Internationalôs new president 
Janet D Oord Graves, along with the 
goals and core values for the upcoming 
year. These items were presented to all 
who attended the international convention 
in June at Niagara Falls, Canada.  
   Jodi highlighted many of the programs 
that are available through Optimist 
International and complemented the 
activities and service the Chippewa Falls 
club has actively participated to make 
successful.  
   She has been traveling already 
throughout the Great Plains Region that 
covers many of the midwestern states.  
   Thank you Jodi for your leadership and 
role model as an outstanding Optimist.  
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ϝLƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
bƻǾ мо 
ϝ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǘ 
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/ƘƛǇǇŜǿŀ CŀƭƭǎΣ ²L 
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²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

 

{ƻƪǳǇΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ 

снп b .ǊƛŘƎŜ {ǘ 

/ƘƛǇǇŜǿŀ CŀƭƭǎΣ ²L рптнф  

тмрΦтноΦпфро 

President Cathy Greenseth presents a club  

Optimist mug to Darren Kirby as a thank  

you gift for his time. 

Bħũũǹ XũŴŋřŋůǤ Sļǳ  ļħǛ 
XĳŴşĲļǛ גֹ ָֺֺּ 

+ļŕļĲŬħŴŋŚƴ ־ֽ ƏļħŬǟש+ŉŋũũļƉƘ =ħŕŕǟ 

https://www.horanfuneralhome.com/
https://miconcinemas.com/
http://www.on-sitechiropractic.com
http://postglassandmirror.com/
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The fall WINUM conference was held in Eau Claire which  
made it easier for more of our club members to attend. 
Pictured above is the Great Plains Region Vice President 
Mark Feilmann who zoomed in to the meeting to swear in 
the new year district officers. Far right, club president 
Cathy Greenseth joined WINUM Governor Chuck  
Erickson in remembering the 11 district Optimist  
members who passed away during his year as governor. 
Immediate right photo is Chippewa Falls club member 
and newly sworn in WINUM Governor Angie Riemer as 
she introduces her theme ñOptimist are just ducky!ò to all 
present. She was given the blue duck as a gift from 
outgoing Governor Chuck.   

    On August 7 Dina Brennan updated the club on what activities  

our club will be providing for the kids at the Pure Waters Riverfest event 

on August 10 at Riverfront Park in Chippewa Falls. The event followed 

the annual parade. We provided free fun carnival style games with prizes 

for the youth. 
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