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n 1979, the late Robin Williams 
released the comedy record “Reality … 
What a Concept.” As I pondered 

Thanksgiving, a unique national holiday, I 
continually thought to myself, 
“Thanksgiving Day … What a concept!” A 
day set aside for giving thanks, for 

expressing gratefulness, 
for acknowledging the 
bounty – both material 
and spiritual – that we 
each possess in varying 
amounts.  
The objects of my 

thankfulness are not 
unlike those of others 
and primarily center 

around my family and my memories. Sure, 
I am grateful for the Thanksgiving Day 
meals that spilled from the dining room table 
to the buffet to the small table in the 
breakfast nook, but these meals would be 
merely gluttonous, albeit glorious, repast if 
not for the loved ones with whom I blessed 
and shared the annual feasts, generally, back 
in the day, prepared by my mom with assists 
from sisters and my late grandmother. 
A few years ago, as he and I approached 

our mid-60s, my brother-in-inlaw Scott said 
to me, “Jim, we’re getting old!” Indeed, we 
were and are, and as the years accumulate, I 
am ever more grateful for the family 
members with whom I can spend time and 
share a meal. In addition, I cherish the 
memories of family members who have 
passed away, who can no longer sit at the 
table and laugh at anecdotes of shared 
experiences. I embrace these memories; in 
them, I can still hear the words and laughter 
of loved ones. 
I am thankful for a second family – the 

Hometown family, whose members are 
committed to the Punxsutawney community. 
I asked them to share their thoughts and 
feelings about Thanksgiving – as the muse 
moved them. Well, like the cornucopia that 
overflows with the harvest’s bounty, my 
inbox quickly overflowed with the work of 

fingers flying over keyboards. As always, I 
thank them for their efforts, and I urge you to 
read them. 
I would be remiss if I didn’t send a special 

thank you to the readers of Hometown and 
to the advertisers who support the magazine.  
Finally, regardless of whether we bow our 

heads, let each of us pause to give thanks on 
this Thanksgiving Day. It will do our souls 
good. Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
Marty Armstrong 
I was thinking about what to contribute. 

Lots of good thoughts regarding family and 
get-togethers. Good meals, too, although I 
do not ever remember having turkey. My 
family raised chickens in quantity when I 
was a child so that was the go-to meal for 
Sundays and special occasions. What I like 
best is that Thanksgiving is a special time 
that falls during my favorite season of the 
year. It has connections to our early history 
and finally falls in the same month as a 
special day, Armistice Day, which signaled 
the end of a major war as opposed to the 
beginning of one. Having spent so many 
years studying our military service persons, 
I am thankful for the positive message  of 
that service, especially in November, the 
month of Thanksgiving and Armistice Day. 
 
 
S. Thomas Curry 
From Thanksgiving Days of past years, 

there are many memories as a child, teen, 
adult, and senior citizen in the 
Punxsutawney Curry family. The earliest 
memories would go back to the late 1940s 
with the family gathering of the clan of 
uncles, aunts, and cousins at the Curry 
homestead in Punxsutawney’s West End. 
Yes, there was lots of turkey, stuffing, gravy, 
sweet potatoes, etc., served to the kids at the 
smaller table set aside from the larger adult 
family table in the formal dining room. To 
follow were the many years of  “giving 
thanks” before eating the luscious turkey 
dinner.  
Most importantly in memory was that short 

time when family members, one by one, 
shared a “blessing” for which to be thankful. 
The experience gave more meaning to the 

By James Lauffer 
of Hometown magazine

I

From the Editor’s Desk church hymn “Count Your Blessings” – 
“name them one by one.” While there are 
more distractions on Thanksgiving Day in 
recent years, the tradition continues among 
family members. It gave more meaning in 
explaining to younger family members why 
one Thanksgiving Day was set aside as a 
U.S. national holiday on the fourth 
Thursday of each November. Certainly, it 
was not a day to watch an NFL football 
game on TV! 
Another memory from past Thanksgiving 

dinners is a tradition gained from marriage. 
To be appreciated is a family tradition of 
my wife’s family of grandparents, uncles, 
aunts, and cousins in Big Run. While it is 
well-known that the women of the families 
mostly prepared and contributed to the 
Thanksgiving dinner, it was learned that the 
Fike family tradition in Big Run was for the 
men to clean up after the large family meal 
and wash the dishes and pots and pans. The 
invitation (or was it a command) from one 
of my wife’s uncles was “Come on, Tom, 
now that you’re in the family, join us in 
washing dishes and pots and pans.” For 
sure, stacking dishes, etc. in a kitchen 
dishwasher today cannot replace the 
memorable good times among family men 
after a Thanksgiving Day dinner. The 
women rested and chatted. 
 
 
Gloria Kerr 
My most cherished memories of 

Thanksgiving date back to the 1970s and 
’80s when my parents were both alive. My 
husband and I were parents of a young son, 
and my brother, sisters, and I invariably 
showed up for an amazingly bountiful 
holiday dinner totally prepared by my 
mother. 
In that era, the world was smaller but safer. 

Globalization and the internet had not yet 
shrunk our world with instant 
communications about earth-shaking 
events on other continents. We were safer 
from gun violence, pandemics, catastrophic 
weather disasters, fears of terrorists, and 
fires propelled by global warming. In fact, 
we could almost count on hunters being 
able to track their deer in the snow as deer 
hunting season, a beloved Pennsylvania 
tradition, opened two days after the big 
family feast of Thanksgiving. We might 
even be able to sled ride on the school day 

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS!

Happy Thanksgiving

mailto:hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com
http://www.punxsutawneymagazine.com
http://www.evanswatercare.com
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off the Monday after Thanksgiving. 
My mother’s dinners were legendary – a 

20-25 pound turkey, roasted, and packed 
with at least three loaves of perfectly 
seasoned Stroehmann’s bread stuffing; 
gravy; always both white and sweet 
potatoes, mashed, baked, or in some gooey 
casserole; noodles bathed in turkey broth; a 
green bean or broccoli-with-cheese 
casserole, or both; cole slaw; homemade 
buns freshly baked; cranberries whole or in 
some orange sauce; pumpkin bread; a 
chilled red or green jello salad made with 
Philadelphia cream cheese, apples, and 
celery for dessert; pies of several kinds – 
pumpkin, mincemeat, and maybe an oatmeal 
crust cherry pie or Dutch apple pie. But the 
most eagerly awaited, once-a-year treat was 
an impossibly tall spice chiffon cake, baked 
in an angel food cake pan and then frosted 
with yummy penuche icing made with 
brown sugar, confectioner’s sugar, and 
walnuts. 
For years, Mom made Everything Herself! 

In our defense, we always cleaned up the 
table and did the mountain of dirty dishes, 
pots, and pans she had accrued on all the 
surfaces of the kitchen as she prepared her 
solo family feast. Then, as she was getting 
older, we, her children, became more 
appreciative of the time, money, effort, and 
LOVE that went into that fabulous feast, so 
we began taking major side dishes to 
Thanksgiving dinner. 
It also became a habit for us all to gather at 

her house, as soon as we were home from 
work or whatever on the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving, to help bake the pies, the 
buns, and the pumpkin bread and try some 
samples as we well knew there would be 
impossibly more food choices on the feast-
day table than any of us could manage to 
sample all. But that marvelous spice chiffon 
cake, a Pillsbury Bake-Off winning recipe 
from the early 1950s, was hers to bake. After 
she passed away in 2009, my sister and 
brother and his wife, Bonnie, practiced 

baking it for several years on the day before 
Thanksgiving. They finally did learn how to 
measure ingredients, mom’s way, to bake a 
spice cake that rose as tall as mom’s and to 
make as much gooey penuche icing to cover 
the cake and have some left over still for my 
brother Jim and me to lick from the pan. 
Eating the dinner itself was the culmination 

of this beloved annual ritual. My brother-in-
law became the go-to man to say grace at the 
table as we sat in our regular Sunday dinner 
seats, unless mom had invited a friend she 
worked with at the Standard Pennant 
Company in Big Run whose husband has 
passed or an unmarried aunt who rotated 
holidays at her sisters’ homes. After dinner, 
weather permitting, we were outside, the 
grown-ups throwing a football with the 
younger ones, taking walks on our country 
road to enjoy the last days of a colorful 
autumn, and finally settling in to watch 
football, play some raucous family game 
like Pictionary, and just laugh and talk 
together. Sometimes we got so loud that my 
dad initiated the humorous habit of raising 
his hand, like a kid in school, to get 
everyone’s attention so he could speak, and 
we lovingly imitated that gesture for years 
after. Ahh! If we could only go back to the 
good, old days! 
Gloria’s Postscript 
What I’m most grateful for: At this time in 

history, I am most grateful that my ancestors 
chose to settle here in peaceful, beautiful, 
rural western Pennsylvania. As I watch the 
national and world news, I am appalled by 
the violence, the inhumanity of humans to 
their fellow men and women, and the 
extreme natural disasters we’re told will 
become more common because of global 
warming. We have neither neighbor nations 
shooting at us nor tornadoes, hurricanes, 
floods, or wildfires threatening to destroy 
our homes and livelihoods. We can be 
relatively sure that the world we see around 
us when we go to bed will be the same world 
we wake up to in the morning. Boring? Not 
at all. Accepting the inevitable changes age 
brings to us all, we are blessed to live here in 
this Jefferson County area where we can live 
out our lives with the same constancy as the 
rising and the setting of the sun. 
 
 
Danielle Merrow 
When asked what I’m most thankful for, 

the obvious answer is always my family.  
Moments. Those things money can’t buy. I 
come from a big, loud, amazing family 
(three brothers and a sister, all of whom have 
a significant other, plus our two nephews 
and a niece), and my husband and I have 
produced a big, loud, amazing family (three 
boys: an eleven-year-old and eight-year-old 
twins). Family truly is everything, and I am 

Continued from previous page
From the Editor’s
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proud of the example my parents set for my 
siblings and me, and the examples and 
traditions I can pass down to my own 
children. 
I am thankful for a supportive and loving 

husband who is a true partner in our 
marriage and the best father our boys could 
ask for. I’m thankful for the three boys 
we’ve created and all their glorious 
similarities and differences. I am thankful 
for the opportunity to watch them grow and 
discover who they are and to help guide 
them toward the adults they will become. 
I’m thankful for the moments spent at the 
baseball field; the race tracks; the hockey 
rink; and the basketball court, cheering them 
on as they chase their dreams. And I’m 
eternally thankful for their unwavering 
support as I pursue my own goals. 
I’m thankful for the opportunity to keep 

one foot deeply rooted in our hometown, 
and to give our children the Punxsutawney 
experience, while we reside in another 
county. I’m thankful that my boys call 
Punx’y “home,” even though they’ve never 
been residents (and that they share our 
preferences for the best pizza places in 
town!). I’m thankful for the presence of 
parents, grandparents, siblings and siblings-
in-law, nieces and nephews, cousins and 
friends both near and far. I’m thankful to 
know that when we come home, we have a 
big, loud, amazing family waiting for us, 
ready to make some big, loud, amazing 
memories! 
 
Mary Ellen Pollock-Raneri 
I have to write about this because it’s 

weighing so heavy on my heart, and tonight 
was one of the few times I ever saw my 
husband cry. As we walked along the city 
streets, a homeless woman set up her 

compound there. She had cardboard for some 
shelter from the cold. She had a shopping 
cart with her possessions, and she held a little 
dog wrapped in blankets close against her. 
She had a plastic blue dish for money from 
passersby. Yes, I know she could use the 
money for bad stuff, but I really don’t know 
that, now, do I? 
She looked like someone trying to survive 

on the streets, and all around her, peoples’ 
reactions ranged from pity to anger, to 
choosing not to see the person at all. Phil 
bought her food – a couple bagels, cream 
cheese, and a hot drink, and he cried after he 
gave it to her. 
He said to me, “I don’t care what is going 

on, no one wants to be like that. She cried 
when I gave her the food and kind of 
sobbed.” 
At first, we were probably clichés for 

thankfulness as I thought, “No one, no matter 
what, wants to have no home, no food, and 
no support network, to be cold or hungry or 
sick, to have hundreds of people walk by you 
each day and pretend you don’t exist. You 
should be grateful for everything that God 
gave you.” 
But it was more than that. I was thankful 

that we could treat her with the dignity 
everyone deserves. I was thankful for 
everyone who stopped and showed her a 
small act of kindness. I was thankful that she 
accepted the small meal we bought her in a 
nearby coffee shop. 
And (don’t get this wrong) yes, I was 

thankful that we had a wakeup call. That we 
got a glimpse at a side of the human 
condition we don’t want to see.That we don’t 
know. That we think only exists on television 
shows or in movies. That we all could help 
change if we really tried. 
What if God was one of us, 
just a slob like one of us, 
just a stranger on the bus trying to make his 

way home? (Joan Osbourne) 
 
Mary Ellen Pollock-Raneri’s postscript 
We should have had our pictures hanging in 

the post office for “Most Wanted.” Friday 
nights were always more fun because of her; 
it was our night to howl or paint the town red 
– or blue or striped or whatever color that 
was outrageous. Then, on Saturdays we 
typically went shopping or hung out at the 
mall. It was a good time with your best 
friend. She listened to me laugh and cry and 
hope and dream. We suntanned at the shore 
together and checked out the guys and ate 
junk food. She put on eye makeup in the car 
while she drove (don’t judge), and I let her. 

Continued from page 4
From the Editor’s
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“I like to party at night and sleep all day on 
the beach,” she grinned and chuckled. 
Sounded like a good plan to me. 
Life was a groove and it was groovier with 

my best bud. 
Later, we both married – things changed, 

you know. She moved and I stayed. 
 Last year though, we got one more chance 

to reconnect – it was a bunch of us – she and 
I and all our friends. Even though she was 
really sick, we didn’t realize that it would be 
the last time we would all be together, 
laughing, and just being – well, the way we 
always were. We had never missed a beat. 
I’m so grateful we had that ONE day – a 

fleeting couple hours in a lifetime. That tiny 
dot of time was more valuable than I could 
ever have imagined. And now – she’s gone. 
So, I am hoping to see her again someday, 
you know, along with everyone I have loved. 
That Rainbow Bridge is going to be quite the 
party. 
Keep driving through the tunnels while 

putting on eye make-up at traffic lights up 
there and laugh extra loud when you watch a 
funny movie – you will surely brighten 
everyone’s eternity. 
Rest in peace, my buddy. I will never forget 

you, and I’m so thankful you were in my life.  
 
 
Shirley Sharp 
Thanksgiving was never a day of Pilgrims, 

Indians, and turkey when I was a youngster. 
First, my family heritage is Irish, English, 

German, and Italian. Second, the Native 
Americans I knew lived on the Seneca 

Reservation in New York. Third, we didn’t 
raise or hunt turkey. 
Our Thanksgiving was a day for the family 

to gather. My mother had nine siblings, and 
my father had four. In addition there were all 
the cousins. The purpose of the gathering 
was to  get ready for the “hunt.” Well, for the 
males to prepare for the hunt! The family 
would gather, and the males would head to 
the back pasture and set up targets. They 
would all take turns shooting at the targets 
using the “family guns” –  a shotgun and 
.22s. I think there were three guns and about 
15 males. This meant that five males had to 
share each gun. They would knock tin cans 
off their roosts, try to hit the bullseye on a 
hay bale, and occasionally shoot a pear off 
the tree. 
While the sharpshooters were out in the 

back pasture, the females were in the kitchen 
where the senior cooks were preparing the 
feast. Home-cured smoked ham and red-eye 
gravy, a tub of beans baked in the coal stove 
oven, huge fluffy biscuits, and  pies – apple 
and pumpkin. 
The junior cooks were grating cabbage for 

coleslaw and peeling potatoes. Those too 
young to be considered cooks were setting 
the make-shift table of sawhorses and planks, 
covered with bed sheets, on the barn floor, 
the only room on the place large enough to 
hold the crowd. 
When the meal was ready, grandmother 

would ring the cowbell to call the 
sharpshooters in from the field. Grandpap 
would give thanks and everyone would 
shout, “Let’s Eat!” Each would fill a real 
plate (didn’t have paper ones back then) and 
head for a seat in the hay mow – we left the 
chairs for the old folks. Seconds were 

Continued from previous page
From the Editor’s

encouraged! 
After the food was consumed, the dishes 

dumped in the cleaning tub for the wash and 
dry crew, the barn floor cleared, the fun 
began.The chairs were put in a circle, and 
several shocks of corn were deposited in the 
middle. Everyone husked corn and threw the 
ears in a tub. Stories were told, songs were 
sung, and every now and then someone 
would find a special “red” ear of corn, which 
entitled him or her to a special wish. By the 
time the sun was dipping in the west, all of 
the corn had been shucked. 
It was time to return to our respective 

homes. With fond memories of another 
family gathering, more stories to tell, and for 
the males, the hope that on Monday they 
would be the lucky one to get the buck.    
 
 
Wendy Veitz 
Thanksgiving, to me, is about my family. 

Most Thanksgivings were my parents, my 
brother, and me around the table. I 

remember Mom getting up early to put the 
turkey in the oven and making all the side 
dishes – the sweet potatoes my brother 
liked, her wonderful gravy that I loved, and 
a whole table full of food. I realize now how 
hard Mom worked all day to prepare all that 
delicious food. My parents both worked 
outside the home to give my brother and I a 
great childhood. But I guess I saw Mom’s 
inside-the-home efforts more, as they were 
right in front of me, so to speak. As I look 
back now, I realize just how hard Mom 
worked, especially on the holidays, to make 
the days extra special for us. Mom’s gone 
now, and while I’ve tried, my efforts 
certainly didn’t measure up to her’s. My 
Thanksgiving memories make me smile and 
realize how fortunate I’ve been and what a 
wonderful childhood and family I had.  

• • •
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ored? Weary of the same old ques-
tions: “How about this weather?” or 
“Do you think the rain will hurt the 

rhubarb?” Fed up with political discus-
sions? Tired of mak-
ing small talk that 
goes nowhere? Here’s 
a tip: There is nothing 
like the word, “stuff-
ing,” to get people in-
volved in an engaging 
conversation. Invite 
them to share their 

grandmother’s most se-
cret recipe for this sea-
sonal treat. Better yet, 
ask them if they prefer 
“moist” or “dry” stuff-
ing. And if you really 
feel adventurous, ask 
them if they prefer 
“dressing” or actual 
“stuffing.” 
Stuffing – one of my 

favorite parts of the 
Thanksgiving meal. I 
swear that I would pass 
on everything else – the 
turkey, the gravy, the 
potatoes, the yams, the 
cranberry sauce, and 
even (gasp!) the green 
bean casserole, which I 
love dearly. Yes, I would 
give it all up for a steam-
ing plateful of stuffing. I 
don’t even need gravy (double gasp!). Just 
pile on the succulent cubes of bread soaked 

By Mary Ellen Pollock-Raneri 
for Hometown magazine

B
with butter, onion, celery, and Mom’s sea-
sonings, and I would forsake the entire rest 
of the feast. 
I remember when I was teaching high 

school, the school cafeteria’s biggest draw 
was the Thanksgiving meal that the cafete-
ria workers prepared a few days before our 
vacation began.  The cooks roasted real 
turkeys and deboned them. They had the 
traditional green beans baked with mush-
room soup and dried onion rings. In addi-
tion, the ladies made real mashed potatoes, 
hot buns, and pumpkin pie. Most impor-
tantly, they prepared stuffing balls. For 
those of you who never had this delicacy, 

stuffing balls are like 
regular stuffing but 
baked outside the bird. 
Through a bit of re-
search, I discovered that 
stuffing made in a casse-
role devoid of the turkey 
is called, “dressing,” so 
I guess this qualifies as 
“dressing balls,” but 
“stuffing balls” sounds 
better.  I would wait all 
morning and teach my 
way through four 
classes as the aroma of 
the best meal of the 
school year drifted 
through my classroom. 
Finally, at lunch time, I 
trotted to the cafeteria 
and got my prize. One 
of their light green plas-
tic cafeteria soup bowls 

filled with four stuffing balls. No turkey, no 
- Continued on next page

Stuffing: My Seventh HeavenA Time to  
Give Thanks

110 Gaskill Ave., Punx’y 
938-7303 

www.burke-sons.com
PA8019

Showroom Hours:  
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm 
Saturdays & Evenings  
by Appointment Only

Thank you for another great year!

Dried pieces of bread for stuffing, a green bean casserole, homemade bread, cans of goodies for 
a cranberry salad, and our traditional turkey breadbasket all wait for the Thanksgiving feast! (pho-
tos submitted by Mary Ellen Pollock-Raneri)

Mom keeps all her bread “odds and 
ends” in the oven, drying all the pieces 
for her traditional stuffing recipe.

http://www.smithnaleandco-cpas.com
http://www.retirewithsuccessfs.com
http://www.burke-sons.com
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814-952-1996
LOTS OF MOULDING IN STOCK

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK  
FOR SPECIAL OFFERS

Framing • Matting • Shadow Boxes

TRAILHEAD

Don't Wait...Taking Orders  
For Christmas NOW! 

Open thru Christmas Eve 

Gallery
815 Diamond Rd., Punxsutawney
(Take #8 Road to Diamond Rd., turn right. Located just 1 mile on left.)

 trailheadgallery@yahoo.com

gravy, no taters, no pie. Four stuffing balls. 
That was my lunch. I was in seventh 
Heaven – maybe even eighth! 
Sadly, when I enjoyed the cafeteria’s 

stuffing balls, I felt like I was cheating on 
my mom.  You have to understand that 
“Mom’s Food” was sacred. You never ever 
intimated that anything else could remotely 
be as good or better than “Mom’s Food” – 
especially to Mom. Mom had her custom-
ary recipes that she used for everything, 
and her stuffing was no exception.  
 I can still remember my mother gather-

ing all the old stale bread and cubing it in 
preparation for the holiday meal. She 
would cut up any bread leftovers and put 
them on a cookie sheet to dry in our gas 
oven for weeks before she prepared her 
stuffing. Heels of the bread loaf, hot dog 
buns, sandwich buns, her homemade bread, 
store-bought bread – everything that was 
leftover bread went into the mix. If the 
bread started to turn green, she cut off the 
color and dried the rest of it. We survived.  
Today, folks are kind of spoiled by all the 

stuffing products out there on the market. 
You get seasoned boxes of stuffing, bags of 
dried stuffing, and packets of seasoning 
ready for you to put together with some 
boiling water and butter. I’m surprised that 
they don’t have tubs of frozen stuffing 
ready for you to put in the oven; they prob-
ably do, but I’m a dinosaur, and I walked 
the earth before the advent of this great, 
deep-freeze delicacy. Anyways, when I was 
a kid, back in a land far, far away – they 
didn’t have “stuff to stuff” the bird that was 
premade. Well, not that I can recall, and it’s 
not like my mother would ever have bought 
it anyways. She was too frugal and com-
pletely convinced that her way was the only 
way. Furthermore, my mother would have 
been appalled that people didn’t do the fol-
lowing: save their old bread, cube it and dry 
it; make their own concoction of herbs to 
season the stuffing; and use broth from the 
turkey parts to moisten the recipe along 
with the onion and celery that she carefully 
prepared the day before. 
(Before I continue, let me reassure you 

that I have, indeed, used boxed or bagged 

stuffing. Please don’t feel like I am target-
ing you. In fact, I am certain I have pre-
pared boxed and bagged stuffing mixes, 
and probably have eaten such stuffing be-
fore cooking it! Raw stuffing. In the bowl. 
No bird. Moreover, I confess that I have 
prepared my stuffing without using Mom’s 
recipe and method. For that, I am guilty of 
“Stuffing Shortcuts,” but, sadly, I have very 
little remorse and will probably continue to 
do so.)  
Now, let’s get to the “heart” of the stuffing 

(and the wings, neck, giblet and liver).  
Thanksgiving morning, my mother care-
fully simmered the above parts of the bird. 
She cut off the wings, and found the rest of 
the “innards,” as she called them, in the 
turkey cavity, plus the neck, and cooked 
them in a pot with an onion and some cel-

Continued from previous page
Stuffing

ery stalk (including the celery leaves, 
which, according to Mom, contained the 
best flavor). After several hours of brew-
ing, the turkey stock was ready. I ate the 
heart and the giblet; my mom picked at the 
neck and the wings. The dog got the liver. 
Anyway – back to the stuffing. After mix-
ing the bread, stock, herbs and seasonings, 
par-cooked onion and celery (which she 
made the day before), and some Cream of 
Chicken soup in her giant aluminum bread 
pan, my mother stuffed the turkey.  
 My job was to hold the stuffing cavity 

open as she crammed the stuffing inside – 
not too loose and not too tight – just right 
like the porridge in “Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears.” Then, as the crown jewel of 
the process, my mom stitched up the bird 
with her huge darning needle and special 

cord. That cotton thread was thick and 
beige. Mom kept the cord (which was on a 
big spindle) under the sink and used it only 
on special occasions – usually holidays and 
anytime she performed surgery on a turkey. 
Truly, her sewing expertise was amazing – 
she should have been a surgeon. The 
trussed turkey immediately went into the 
oven in her big black-and-white-speckled 
roaster. Leftover stuffing was cooked later 
in a greased casserole or on a cookie sheet 
in the shape of “balls.”  
Please understand that I know that many 

of you have your own traditional stuffing 
recipes and procedures. Please continue to 
carry them on. For instance, one of my girl-
friends refuses to eat anything cooked in 
the turkey. Her mom must prepare every-

- Continued on next page

Mom displays her collection of bread cubes 
that she has ready for her Thanksgiving stuff-
ing recipe.

mailto:trailheadgallery@yahoo.com
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Quality Products at 
everyday low prices!

53 Taylor St.,  
Brookville 

Open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
849-8395    

We’ll even help   
you to the car!

 www.mikessupermarket.com  

PATRONS  
MUTUAL FIRE 

 INSURANCE CO.
647 Philadelphia St. 

Indiana 

724-465-4922

www.patronsmutualpa.com

toll free  
1-800-326-0084

a local company 
since1877

GIVE THANKS WITH 
A GRATEFUL HEART

www.lundylawpa.com

Punxsutawney 
814-938-8110

Jeffrey Lundy & Jay P. Lundy

Law Firm ofLaw Firm of

LUNDY & LUNDYLUNDY & LUNDY
Over 50 Years 
of Combined 
Real Estate 
Experience

• Buying or selling a home, farm or land 
• Closings, title searches, title insurance • Right of ways  
• Property disputes • Subdivisions • Coal, Oil and Gas 

Continued from previous page
Stuffing

thing in a separate casserole, devoid of any-
thing crunchy – namely celery or onion! 
Another friend puts chopped red pepper in 
her stuffing – which I loved! I told my 
mom about this addition, and she grudg-
ingly did it for me, but she remained suspi-
cious. Yes, stuffing can be prepared with 
sausage or with giblets chopped in it. Some 
people use oysters. Some folks embellish 
their stuffing with raisins, cranberries, and 
walnuts! I have seen recipes for stuffing 
that use cornbread, cranberries, figs, 
roasted garlic, cream cheese, broccoli, 
chestnuts, and even sweet potatoes! 
Whatever method you use, enjoy your 

Thanksgiving Day and your stuffing ad-
venture! Moist or dry.  Inside the bird or 
outside. With or without gravy. With onion 
and celery or with sausage or peppers or 
whatever you choose.  Prepared from a box 
in a saucepan or prepared “homemade” in 
Mom’s big aluminum bowl. Just savor the 
moment, pile on the stuffing, count all your 
blessings, and sing this little tune (which I 
took the liberty of changing to fit the mo-
ment)!  
Over the river, and through the wood— 

now Grandmother’s cap I spy! 
Hurrah for the fun! Is the stuffing done? 
If it’s not there – I’ll cry!  
“Over the River and Through the Woods” 

by Lydia Maria Child, 
• • •

Get a Gift  
Certificate  

for the Golfer 
on your list

Call Dan  
814-938-9760 

for More 
Details  
Prices good  
thru 12-31-23 punxsutawney  

country club
ppuunnxxssuuttaawwnneeyy    

ccoouunnttrryy  cclluubb

Golf Membership Benefits  
• Tournaments, unlimited  

golf 7 days a week, 4 hour rounds 
• Includes social membership,  

with no food or beverage minimums  
• Full use of Clubhouse, access to  

dining room and bar • No initiation fee

*Only available to New Members. Active members of the Punxsutawney Country Club for 
the years 2020-2023 are not considered new members and are ineligible for the Step Plan 

Join under any of the existing base 
rates and see step plan below.

JOIN UNDER ANY OF THESE  
2023 ANNUAL BASE RATES 

 FAMILY $3,720 
SENIOR $1,900 
ADULT $2,095 
WOMEN’S $1,725 
ADULT 35-40 $1,590 
ADULT UNDER 35 $945 
NON- RESIDENT  $1,185 

ADDITIONAL OFFERS 
ASSOCIATE  
outside 12 air mi. from PCC $795 
SPECIAL JUNIORS  
age 18-22 $280 
JUNIORS $180 
KIDS 14 & UNDER FREE 
PAHS GOLF TEAM $100 
SOCIAL $10 single $15 Couple

Qualify for the following  
Step Plan outlined below: 

Step 1 50% of base rate 1st year 
Step 2 66.6% of base rate 2nd year  
Step 3 83.2% of base rate 3rd year 
Step 4 Dues go to full base rate 

408 N. Main St., Punx’y  
www.punxsycc.com 938-9760

2023 MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS

Mom’s Stuffing Recipe 
 
Ingredients  
1 lb. of bread that is dried and cubed 
1 sm. onion – finely chopped 
2 T. red sweet pepper – chopped very 
fine (opt.) 
1 rib of celery – chopped very fine 
1/2 c. butter 
1 tsp. poultry seasoning 
1/2 tsp. ground sage 
1 (10.5 oz.) can of cream of chicken 
soup 
1/4 – 1/2 soup can (10.5 oz.) of water 
1/2 tsp. pepper 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. garlic powder or 1/2 clove 
garlic – minced fine 
 
Directions 
1. Make sure your bread is cubed and 
dried. 
2. Chop the onion and celery until it’s 
very fine. 
3. Boil with about 1 c. of water until the 
vegetables (and chopped red pepper, 
if you use it) are tender. 
4. Drain and set aside.  
5. Melt the butter and cook vegetables 
in this a bit. Do not burn. Stir 
constantly. Just tenderize them for 
about 5 min.  
5. Combine the butter/vegetable 
mixture with the bread.  
6. Add the spices. 
7. Then mix the soup with the water. 
Add to the stuffing, little by little, until 
you get the consistency that is not too 
dry or too wet. 
8. Form stuffing into balls, the size of a 
small fist and place in a greased 
baking dish. 
9. Cover and bake for about 30 min. in 
a 350-degree oven. 
 

• • •

There is nothing better than a Thanksgiving 
meal, complete with stuffing! 

Mom’s recipe for her stuffing balls can be 
used as basic stuffing for turkey, pork 
chops, chicken, and beef! 

http://www.mikessupermarket.com
http://www.patronsmutualpa.com
http://www.lundylawpa.com
http://www.punxsycc.com
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OR WHILE SUPPLY LASTS,  
WHICHEVER COMES FIRST.

SHOP IN STORE, CALL TO LAYAWAY, OR SHOP 
 ONLINE & ORDER FOR FAST EASY PICK UP

SALE ENDS  
DEC. 31 2023

WWW.GRICEGUNSHOP.COM

Merry  Christmas

814-765-9273 
sales@gricegunshop.com 
www.gricegunshop.com 

216 Reed St., Clearfield, PA 16830

PDP  9MM
• Performance Duty Trigger • Superterrain Serrations 
• Performance Duty Texture • Optic Ready 

WTH2851237 Full Size 4”    18RD 

WTH2842475 Full Size 4.5” 18RD 
WTH2851229 Compact 4” 15RD

MICRO 9 

9MM

KIM3700814

$59995

• 3.15” Barrel • 7rd Magazine 
• Red fiber optic front sights 
• Rear white dot sights 
• Stainless steel barrel 
• Black Kimpro finish 
• Brown Hogue grips

1911 CLUB  
BUNDLE

45ACP

$72995

                 Bundle Includes: 
•       Kimber 1911 LIGHTWEIGHT 
           with 5” Barrel 
• Three 7-round magazines 
• Mission First Tactical holster 
• Mission First Tactical mag holster 
• Kimber range bag

KIM3700812

Reg. $649.00

SAVE $100
+2 BOXES  
OF AMMO FREE

OCTOBER 30 THRU DEC 15

$49995
PLUS FREE AMMO

You Really Need to Handle this Rifle  
to Appreciate the Feel!

$49995

 
CZG07406 6.5CREEDMOOR 22” 
CZG07404 308WIN 20” 
CZG07407 6.5PRC 24”

AFTER  
MAIL-IN  
REBATE  
THRU 12-31-23

REBATE

Was $699.95
SALE $599.95

-$100.00
 600 Alpha

(Walther Mail-In Rebate)

(Walther Mail-In Rebate)

Reg. 
$529.95

• Black synthetic Stock • Monte Carlo stock  
• Hinged Floorplate • 3-position safety 
• Match quality two-stage trigger 

WBYVGT222RR4O  22-250REM 24” 
WBYVGT223RR4O  223REM 24” 
WBYVGT240WR4O  240WBY MAG 24”    

WBYVGT243NR4O 243WIN 24” 
WBYVGT65CMR40 6.5CM 24” 
WBYVGT653WR6O 6.5-300WBY 26” 
WBYVGT256RR4O  25-06REM 24” 
WBYVGT270NR4O 270WIN 24” 
WBYVGT7M8RR4O 7MM08REM 24” 

WBYVGT308NR4O 308WIN 24” 
WBYVGT306SR4O  30-06 24” 
WBYVGT7MMRR6O 7MM REM 26” 
WBYVGT257WR6O 257WBY 26” 
WBYVGT300NR6O 300WIN 26” 
WBYVGT300WR6O 300WBY 26” 
WBYVGT65PPR4O 6.5PRC 24” 

Vanguard Series 2 

GUN ONLY

$39995

Synthetic Stock 
20” Blued Barrel

COMPACT

with 3-9x40 Scope
with 

3-9x40 ScopeMOS27840 243WIN 
MOS28027  6.5CM 
MOS27853 7MM08 
MOS27867 308WIN

• 1” Tube • Ballistic Plex Reticle
DROPTINE

BUR200017 3-9x40      $13995  

BUR200077 4.5-14x42 $16995 

BUR200019 3-9x40  
          (22LR)     $12999

$63995
w/4-12 TruGlo

$68995

$44995

$49995

M1500 BLACK OR GREEN 
SYNTHETIC STOCKS

           • STD CAL 22” / MAGNUM 24” 
• Hogue Stock   • NON-THREADED Barrel 

223              LEG1005GN      LEG1005BNT* 
243              LEG1010GNT*  LEG1010BNT*  
6.5CREEDMOOR LEG1020GNT*  LEG1020BNT* 
270              LEG1030GNT*  LEG1030BNT* 
308              LEG1050GNT*  LEG1050BNT* 
30-06           LEG1060GNT*  LEG1060BNT* 
300WIN MAG 24” LEG1070GNT*  LEG1070BNT*

Limited 
Quantities

NON THREADED

w/4-12 
TruGlo  

Package  
see our flyer online for more info

GREEN       BLACK

True Timber Strata Camo 
20” Blued Barrel

MOS28065 243  
MOS28066 7MM08  
MOS28050 6.5CREEDMOOR

$44995

COMPACT

X-Bolt Speed 
OVIX Camo 

                             • Versatile Browning OVIX Camo 

               • Cerakote Smoked Bronze Finish Barrel 
• Removeable Muzzle Brake with Thread Protector 

BRG035559282  6.5CREEDMOOR  18”  
BRG035558229  300WIN MAG   26”  
BRG035558298  7PRC                         24” 
BRG035558282  6.5CREEDMOOR  22”  $114995 

$117995

KIM3300231  Black Scorpius

$84995

RAPIDE
MICRO 9 
9MM

Sale
Reg. $974.95

• 3.15” Barrel  • 7 round 
• KimPro II Slide  

• Black G10 Grips  
• Stepped cocking serrations  

• Slide Lightning Cuts 
• Tru-Glo TFX Pro Day Night Sights

Diamondback

BEST 
SALE 
BUY...

4-12x40
 $19995 

Dead Hold BDC Reticle

Sale
Reg. $249.95

Not responsible for  
typographical errors.   

All prices subject to change 
 at any time without notice.  

Always...Check the 

GRICE PRICE

REG HOURS: Mon-Thur 9-5 
 Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-5 • Sun 11-4  

 Dec. 18 to Dec. 23  9-7 
 

Dec. 24, Christmas Eve 9-2 
Dec. 25, Christmas Day — CLOSED 

 
Dec. 31, New Years Eve 11-3 

Jan. 1, New Years Day —  CLOSED

LAYAWAYS UP 
TO 90 DAYS

M&P 15 Sport II 5.56x45MM

$59995• Armornite® Finish  
• Threaded Barrel 

SMW10159

Was $749.9530RD

see our flyer online for more info

  FFRREEEE  
Vortex  
Strikefire II  
Red Dot  
w/Mail-In 
Rebate! 

mailto:sales@gricegunshop.com
http://www.gricegunshop.com
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JACQUE PERRY INSURANCE 
31 Universal Drive, Suite B 
Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

(814) 938-7110

Committed to Excellence
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

JP• Septic Tank Service • Portable Sinks & Restrooms • RV Holding Tanks Serviced

590 Spruce Alley

Under New  
Ownership and  
Management  

SEPTIC  
SERVICE 

LLC

SEPTIC  
SERVICE 

LLCKen’sKen’s

OFFICE: 814.618.5669 
CELL: 814.952.4894

B&H 
TIRE SERVICE

3959 River Rd., Worthville
Take Rt. 36 North to Coolspring, turn 
1st left on Worthville-Coolspring Rd.

ALL BRAND TIRES

NEW • PASSENGER • FARM • TRUCK

Auto Repair, Tire Accessories, Batteries, Exhaust, 
Balancing, Shocks, Brake Linings, Oil Change, 

State Inspection, Four Wheel Alignment

849-5460

Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to noon

QUALITY &  
EXCELLENCE 

SINCE 1970

UPS SHIP & 
DROP OFF 
SERVICE 

12211 ROUTE 36 
COOK FOREST 
PENNSYLVANIA

IF YOU LIKE DEER...YOU’LL LIKE IT HERE!
814-752-6334

• 21 DEER  
• WILDLIFE 
  MUSEUM  
• GIFT SHOP 

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK 

MOTHER’S DAY 
THRU  

HALLOWEEN

535 W. Mahoning St. 
Punxsutawny 

938-9419 

Lily's Restaurant 
Bakery, Deli & Catering

Order your  
Nut Rolls, 

Pumpkin Rolls, 
Cookie Trays  

and much  
more for the  

holiday season.

Rt. 36, Punx’y

3 Plumbing 3 Heating  
3 Electrical 3 Ventilating 
3 Hardware Supplies

CHECK US OUT:

938-4489

H&H 
Supply, Inc.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS & GOSPEL MUSIC WITH 
DJ RANDY THUR., DEC. 14TH AT 10:30 AM

BREAKFAST (Only $3.50) 
Every Monday from 9:30-11 am  

Mon., Dec. 4: French Toast & Sausage  
Mon., Dec. 11: Choc. Chip Pancakes & Sausage 
Mon., Dec. 18: Hawaiian Roll Sliders & Home Fries 
Mon., Dec. 25: Center Closed/ 
                   Merry Christmas  
      TUESDAY BINGO 
  Check the Calendar and JOIN US!   
        FITNESS CLASS 
          Wednesday at 11 am 

THURSDAY BINGO  
Thur., Dec. 7: Bingo with Kim from Embassy  

at Hillsdale at 12:30 pm 
Thur., Dec. 21: Early Bird Dime Bingo at 10 am  
Thur., Dec. 28: Noon, New Year’s Eve, Eve, Eve 
 Party with Bingo  

SEWING WITH  
MARLENE & NANCY 

Monday, December 4 at 11 am   
PA MEDI WITH LISA 

Thursday, December 14 at 11:30 am  
CHAIR YOGA WITH JERIL 

Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 10 am 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  
Thursday, December 14 at 10:30 am   

BLOOD PRESSURE  
SCREENING ANEW Home Health  

Thursday, December 28 at 11 am    DON’T MISS: 
Tues., Dec. 5: Make Mittens for Tree 10 am/ 
Grange Church of God Gospel Group 11 am 
Wed., Dec. 6: Decorate Mitten Tree 10 am 
Mon., Dec. 11: Mitten Tree Drawing  
Fri., Dec. 14: Gospel Music & Christmas 
Music with DJ Randy starting at 10:30 am and 
Christmas Party with fun to follow 
Mon., Dec. 18: Christmas Sock Challenge 
Tues., Dec. 19: Hunt For The Christmas Elf at 
10 am/Justin from SNAP at 11 am 
Wed., Dec. 20: Games Day - Get Ready!  
Thur., Dec. 21: Lunch at 11:30 am/Center  
Closing at 12:30 pm  
Tues., Dec. 26: Nat’l Candy Cane Day 
Wed., Dec. 27: Nat’l Fruitcake Day - Fruitcake 
Toss 
Thur., Dec. 28: Hymn Sing with Kay 11 am/ 
Noon New Years Eve, Eve, Eve Party with  
Bingo & Fun

n October 26, 2023, the 
Punxsutawney Chamber of 
Commerce named Mahoning Valley 

Milling the Business of the Year. Diane 
Wehrle and son Nick accepted the award – 
“We are truly honored.” 
Chamber of Commerce president Katie 

Laska presented the award, saying, “This 
business has been a steadfast cornerstone 
of the Punxsutawneycommunity and the 

surrounding areas. For generations, they’ve 
had the honor of serving our community, 
becoming a trusted name in homes and 
businesses across this region.” 
“As we look ahead, this business remains 

committed to keeping the spirit of small 
family businesses alive while embracing 
the opportunities of the future,” she 
concluded. 
Diane and Nick express their gratitude to 

Laska and the Chamber for recognizing 
their business. Diane says that receiving the 
award was a dream come true and an 
answer to their prayers. She points out that 
the business – a Punxsutawney mainstay 
since the early 1900s and family owned 
since 1909 – has endured thanks to the 
support of the community. Nick is the 
fourth generation of the family to run the 
Mill. 
Local farmers keep the business running, 

and it is their loyalty, according to Diane, 

that means the most. In turn, mill 
employees will go out of their way to make 
sure feed deliveries remain consistent. 
“And we’ve had great employees, both 

past and present, who have kept going to 
serve the community throughout the 
years,”  she says, adding that one employee 
deserves special recognition for years of 
service. “Melvin Whitfield worked at the 
Mill for over 40 years, retiring in 2018. He 
started working at the Mill in the late ’70s, 
retiring in 2018. But he still comes in to 
help out from time to time.” 
Nick adds his appreciation for the 

employees who contribute to the longevity 
of the family business. 
The Mill has been in the same location 

since opening more than 114 years ago. 
The business has endured the test of time, 
surviving the peaks and valleys of the 
years. “We lost everything in the flood of  
’96,” Diane recalls. “We still had people 
coming in that day.  I told them if they 
could find what they were looking for, they 
could have it. And after the flood, we 
bounced back. It wasn’t easy; it took a long 
time to clean up, but with a lot of 
community support, we were able to keep 
going.” 
The COVID pandemic and lockdown 

presented its own set of challenges to 
overcome. “While the rest of the world shut 
down, the farmers kept going. We were 
essential to the farmers,” Diane explains. 
“We helped each other through. When so 
many other smaller businesses struggled, 
we were fortunate enough to make it 
through that.” 
There are two different sides to the 

business, she explains: the feed mill side, 
which keeps the business running in the 
summer months, and the guns and ammo 
side, which started in 1985 and supports the 
fall and winter months when farmers have 
their own stores of feed to depend upon.  
Nick adds that there is a new feed 

manufacturing system coming to the Mill, 
to replace the current equipment that has 
been in operation for over 60 years. “The 
new system will produce better feed at 
better prices and will be a great addition to 
our business,” he explains. 
Diane says it warms her heart to hear 

patrons who walk into the store talking on 
their phones say, “I’ll call you back; I’m at 
the Mill.” 
Congratulations to Diane, Nick, and the 

employees of the Mill for being named 
Punxsutawney’s 2023 Business of the Year! 

• • •

By Danielle Merrow 
for Hometown magazine

O

Mahoning Valley Milling Receives 
Business of the Year Award

Diane Wehrle and her son, Nick — who operate 
the Mahoning Valley Milling and accepted the 
2023 Business of the Year award -— expressed 
their gratitude to all who made the award 
possible: their employees, their customers, and 
the Punxsutawney Chamber of Commerce. 
(submitted photo)
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Call 427- 2517 for more information 
or stop at 223 W. Main St., Big Run to see our samples!

FULL COLOR LASER COPIES 
up to 13” x 19” 

LARGE FORMAT FULL COLOR BANNERS

Complete Line of 
Printing Services

n Letterheads  
n Business Cards 
n Envelopes  
n Carbonless Forms 
n Invoices  
n Statements  
n Calendars 
n Wedding  
   Invitations  
n And More!

MAY GOD BLESS YOU THIS HOLIDAY!

Happy Thanksgiving
www.marioncenterbank.com

from our family to yours

Punxsy 
814.938.0271 

Big Run 
814.427.2051

MEMBER FDIC

126 W. Mahoning St.  
Downtown Punx’y

Roseman’sMark & Bobbi Young

FLORIST & GIFTS

938-7364

 We’re Always in Full Bloom!
D. Perevuznik, 

HVAC 
814-856-3240 

ALL PHASES OF  
RESIDENTIAL HVAC

2127 Langville Rd., Mayport, PA
dperevuznik@verizon.net  

Dennis Perevuznik, owner

alston was the first industrial 
mine opened in the vicinity of 
Punxsutawney. Phineas W. Jenks, 

of Punxsutawney, had dreamed of this pos-
sibility ever since the 1830s 
when as a young man, he 
had assisted state geologists 
as they conducted the first 
geological survey of the 
area.  Throughout his adult 
life, he had invested in ac-
tivities that would have 
made this possible, only to 
find his dream thwarted over 
and over again. Finally, in 
his 62nd year, he saw a possi-
bility and made a daring 
move. He made an offer that 
would spark an economic 
boom all along a new rail-
road connecting Punx-
sutawney with the Buffalo 
and Rochester area in New 
York. 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, 

on January 10, 1881, carried 
an item on the sale of the 
State Line Railway located 
at Rochester, New York. The 
railroad was purchased by 
Walston H. Brown of New 
York City.   
In July 1881, newspapers 

carried a public notice of a charter granted 
by the governor of Pennsylvania to the 
“Pittsburg and New York Railroad Com-

pany” for a 140-mile railroad. The new rail-
road would extend from a point on the 
Pittsburg and Western Railroad opposite 
the mouth of Red Bank Creek, Armstrong 
County, to the mouth of Mahoning Creek, 
then by way of Brookville and Ridgway to 

a point in the city of Brad-
ford, McKean County. The 
counties of Armstrong, Indi-
ana, Jefferson, Elk, Forest, 
and McKean would gain an 
efficient transportation sys-
tem and access to markets. 
The president of this new 
railroad was Walston H. 
Brown of New York City. 
On August 4, 1881, the Elk 

County Advocate carried an 
item that stated, “Walston H. 
Brown, President of the P. & 
N.Y. R.R. Co., Geo. E. Mer-
chant, General Manager of 
the Rochester & Pittsburgh 
R.R.; Z.A. Latcha, Consult-
ing Engineer, and  Wm. E. 
Hoyte, Chief Engineer of 
the Rochester and Pittsburgh 
Railroad, were in Ridgway 
last Thursday and Friday.” 
George A. Jenks, the 

youngest brother of Phineas 
Jenks, who had served in the 
44th United States Congress 
and was residing in 
Brookville, wrote to his 

brother about the potential of this railroad. 
Phineas Jenks replied by letter on August 

In this early picture of Walston Mine, mine openings one and three are in the foreground, and the 
miners’ housing is on the hill in the background. (photo courtesy PAHGS)

By the Coal Memorial Committee 
for Hometown magazine

W

Walston: the Beginning

- Continued on next page

George Augustus “G.A.” Jenks 
was the youngest son of John W 
and Mary D. Jenks. He studied law 
with his older brother, Phineas W. 
Jenks, and they were both 
admitted to the bar in Jefferson 
County in 1851. G.A. Jenks was 
elected to serve as representative 
from the 25th Congressional 
District to the 44th Congress, 
serving until 1877. He also served 
as Assistant Secretary of the 
Department of the Interior and 
Solicitor General of the United 
States from 1886 to 1889. (photo 
courtesy Punxsutawney Area 
Historical & Genealogical Society)

http://www.marioncenterbank.com
mailto:dperevuznik@verizon.net
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814-938-8554   or 814-938-5800
203 CLEARFIELD AVE., PUNX’Y 

New Patients Welcome!Walker  
Family Dental

ronald j. walker III, DMD 

jordan walker, DMD 

“Thanksgiving is a time to give, a time to love, and a 
time to reflect on the things that matter most in life.” 

�Danielle Duckery

We Offer: Pre-Arrangements and Funeral Planning

Alex J. Park  
Owner,  

Funeral Director  
Supervisor 

33 Hillcrest Dr., Punxsutawney 

(814) 938-5400 
www.deeleyfuneralhome.com

is thankful for the many individuals,  
businesses, and organizations that  
assist us throughout the year in  
providing our students with  
an unparalleled 
values-centered  
education.

205 Chestnut Street 
Punxsutawney, PA 

(814) 938-4224 
www.sscdschool.com

Learn more  
about our school

Christian Book 
& Gift Shop

191 Main St., Brookville  
849-7800

20% OFF ALL REGULAR 
PRICED MERCHANDISE 
 BLACK FRIDAY - NOV. 24 & 

SMALL BUSINESS SAT. - NOV. 25 
Find something for everyone on your list  

Jim Shore Heartwood  
Creek Collection • Precious Moments 

 Cherished Teddies 
Boxed Christmas Cards 

Ornaments • Children's Books 
Lots of other great gift ideas 

(IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY)

(CASH OR CREDIT CARD)

ADD THAT TO YOUR LOYALTY CARD AND SAVE HUGE ON  
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS OR SUPPLIES FOR YOURSELF

Fri., Nov. 24 • 8am - 1pm

15% to 35% off Entire Purchase!

Need anything during hours not scheduled?   
Dan Pisarchick 814-246-9872

SPIN THE WHEEL & GET A DEAL!

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIALS

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
$100 VALUE FOR $90 
$50 VALUE FOR $45

Open 12-5 on:  
Wednesday, December 13 
Thursday,  December 14 
Sunday, December  17 

Wednesday, December  20 
Thursday, December  21 
Saturday, December  23 

30 East Main St., Brookville 
 814-849-8313 

www.brookvillegmdealer.com

12, 1881, providing information about the 
railroad and made an offer: “If you meet 
Mr. Brown you can say to him I will let 
him have my 6000 acre tract in fee simple 
at 65 dol per acre. You know this is the best 
and cheapest lot of coal, iron and timber 
land in the basin. If he desires to control 
other lands along his line in the basin, I 
will arrange so that he will get them at First 
Price and not through middle men.” 
Three months later, on Monday, Novem-

ber 21, 1881, a charter was issued by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to the 
Rochester and Pittsburg Coal and Iron 
Company, for the purpose of mining and 
manufacturing iron and steel. The princi-
pal business would be conducted in Jeffer-
son County. The shareholders included: 
Herbert P. Brown, F.A. Brown, Walston H. 
Brown, Thomas F. Westworth, and August 
Kountze of New York; James Callery and 

W.C. Mobly of Pittsburgh; and George A. 
Jenks of Brookville. 
By the summer of 1882, the Walston 

Mine had been opened, and miners were 
working. John McLeavy, an Irishman from 
Connellsville, was the first mine superin-
tendent. Nine thousand tons of coal was 
piled outside the mine, waiting for trans-
portation. McLeavy would remain in 
Punxsutawney his entire career and open 
the Adrian, Helvetia, and Eleanora mine 
towns for the company. 
The grading for the railroad from the 

mine to Clayville was almost completed. 
The section of the railroad from Mitchell’s 
meadow (the Punxsy Plaza area) to Jenks’ 
tan house (at Elk Run) was made wide 
enough for two or three tracks. The grad-
ing on the road south of DuBois was being 
pushed rapidly, and the laying of track to-
ward Punxsutawney would soon begin. 
The company expected to begin shipping 
coal from Walston later in the summer.  
The plan for a new town, to be named 

Walston, containing 81 lots was released 
by the company in November 1882. The 
town would be located a mile and a half 
northwest of Punxsutawney on the hillside 
east of Saw Mill Run. According to pre-
dictions, construction would commence in 
the spring of 1883. 
In July 1883, the DuBois to Punx-

sutawney section of the Rochester & Pitts-
burg Railroad was completed and coal 
shipments began. As the early trains rum-
bled north from Punxsutawney to Buffalo, 
economic growth began spreading. Names 
of obscure places – Custer City, Big 
Shanty, Crawfords, Alton Summit, 
Ormsby Mill, Wilcox, Rolfe, Johnsonburg, 

Continued from previous page
Walston

This view of the Walston mines looks eastward. In the far left are the coke ovens that once were 
aligned along Saw Mill Run. The smoke from the coke ovens made it difficult to see. (photo 
courtesy of PAHGS)

- Continued on next page

http://www.deeleyfuneralhome.com
http://www.sscdschool.com
http://www.brookvillegmdealer.com
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RideATA

Call Today
Sign Up is Easy

1.866.282.4968

Punxsutawney

• 85% DISCOUNT Door to Door 
  on ATA Call a Bus & ATA Countywide

PWD & Seniors 65+

Seniors 65+
• RIDE FREE on ATA Fixed Routes

Whistletown, Ridgway, Little Toby Creek, 
Brockwayville, Rattlesnake Junction, 
Beech Tree Mines, Bells Mines, DuBois, 
and Punxsutawney – became well known. 
The value of the Walston coal for creating 

coke was discovered early, and by 1883 
Walston had 300 coke ovens.      
The impact of the industry was being felt 

in the community. The Grand Jury Pre-
sentments at the Jefferson County Court 
Session in December 1883 and February 
1884 noted concerns: the unsafe nature of 
the railroad crossings in Henderson Town-
ship and the frequent Sunday shiftings and 
making up and running of trains with the 
accompanying ringing of bells and blow-
ing of whistles in the Punxsutawney area. 
The latter was deemed an unnecessary nui-
sance and a violation of the Sunday law. In 
addition, the liquor law violations in Punx-
sutawney and Clayville were deemed de-
moralizing and destructive in their 
influence on the community. The county 
attempted to control these through licens-
ing.  
During its first decade Walston grew rap-

idly. The Walston coke ovens had become 
a famous tourist attraction. In June 1885, 
Grier Brothers received a contract to pro-
vide doors and sash for 56 houses at Wal-
ston. In August, Ed and Jim Murry and 
Sam Graffius were painting the 26 blocks 
of new houses. In October, Elijah Kelly 
and crew finished their job of plastering 
the Walston houses. Estimates said that 
they had put on more than 13,000 yards of 
“mud” there during the summer.   

The Rochester and Pittsburg Coal and 
Iron Company had reorganized, matured, 
opened mines, and created towns at Adrian 
and Eleanora.   
Phineas W. Jenks, the first child born in 

Punxsutawney, lived to see the economic 
boom beginning in his hometown. On 
April 14, 1890, he quietly passed away 
knowing his dream of a railroad had be-
come a reality.   
All along the railroad, villages were 

growing. In Big Run, A.M. McClure built 
a large new three-story hotel. In 
Sykesville, three large sawmills were in 
operation and attracting employees, who 
built homes on newly developed lots. In 
Punxsutawney, businesses, hotels, and in-
dustries were growing. The borough 
boundaries were increased, and Clayville 
became “West End Punxsutawney.” 
This article has been prepared by the 

Coal Memorial Committee of the Punx-
sutawney Area Historical & Genealogical 
Society. Resources used in preparing his 
article are from PAHGS, Punxsutawney 
News @ Newspapers.com, and the Library 
of Congress. Direct comments to PAHGS, 
P.O. Box 286, Punxsutawney, PA 15767. 
Individuals desiring to honor a coal or 
coal-related industry worker in 2024 are 
encouraged to purchase their tile by June 
30, 2024. A Coal Memorial tile may honor 
persons who worked in any aspect of the 
coal industry, including railroads and an-
cillary services. Additional information 
and forms may be found online at 
www.punxsyhistory.org or may be re-
quested by sending an email to punxsyhis-
tory@outlook.com, or by calling (814) 
938-2555 and leaving a message. 

• • •

218 Lane Ave., Punxsy • 938-0244

Happy  
Thanksgiving!

• Dept. of Education 
   Licensed Preschool  
• Keystone STAR 4 
  child care for infants 
  through school age  
• Free PA Pre-K counts 
  for 3 & 4 year olds  
• NAEYC Accredited

www.playhousechildrenscenter.com

Ingham & Sons
Automotive Services

22368 Rt. 119 
Indiana Hill 

Punx’y 938-4291

Serving the area since 1976

Imported &  
Domestic Cars  

Repaired

2.2.24 

Groundhog Day Submit your 2024 events! 
hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com  

or text/call 814-952-3668

John Kness, Agent

Mon-Fri 8:30-5, Sat 9-12 
407 S. Main Street, DuBois

814-371-6756

Nancy C. Gotwald, Agent

Mon-Sat by Appointment only 
2725 Rt. 36 N, Punxsutawney

814-938-7311

• AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE • HEALTH  
• FLOOD • RECREATIONAL TOYS • COMMERCIAL 

• WORKERS COMPENSATION • & MORE

Our family protecting yours, since 1932

Continued from previous page
Walston

http://www.punxsyhistory.org
mailto:punxsyhis-tory@outlook.com
mailto:punxsyhis-tory@outlook.com
http://www.playhousechildrenscenter.com
mailto:hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com
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Give Thanks!

Check Out 
Our Daily 

Specials on 
Facebook!

5820 Rt. 119 Hwy. North 
Home, PA 

724-397-2089

Tuesday- Sunday 8 am to 7 pm 
 Closed Mondays

• Movies Weekly  
• Fitness Center  
• FACility rentAls
220 N. Jefferson St. • 938-1008

Punxsutawney Area 
Community Center

314 NORTH FINDLEY ST. 
PUNXSUTAWNEY

BROWN 
MEMORIALS

R.D.

938-2100 ORDER ONLINE!  
foxspizza.com/store/

pennsylvania/ 
punxsutawney-pa

207 Hampton Ave., Punx’y

CLOSED MONDAYS 
TUE. & THURS.10:30-8,  

WED., FRI. & SAT.10:30-9 
SUNDAYS11-8 

814-618-5653
 Roll-offs & Containers for Virtually Every Need

 Family Owned  
For Over 50 Years 

U-CALL 
WE HAUL

877-363-6050 
814-277-6050

 Trash Service For  
        All Your Needs

Bill Hawk, OwnerPA# 017948

HAWK
CONSTRUCTION

● New  
    Construction  
● Additions  
● General Remodeling 
● Ditchwich & Bobcat Services 
● Roofing, Siding, Soffit/Fascia 

814.938.2565 • 814.590.3459

Hometown Community 
Happenings

rom the staff of Hometown magazine 
and the Community Calendar at Punx-
sutawney.com, here is a list of events 

coming up in our area: 
Scheduled events may change. Hometown 

magazine is not responsible for changes or 
cancellations. 
n Steelers Football Contest Winner 

Named. Punxsutawney is a land of 
prognosticators! Three entrants in 
Hometown’s Steelers Football Contest not 
only predicted that the Pittsburgh Steelers 
would defeat the Green Bay Packers on 
Sunday, November 12, but they also 
predicted that 42 total points would be 
scored – thus creating the need for a 
tiebreaker! Hometown publisher Mary 
Roberts broke the three-way tie by selecting 
the winning entry from a hat.  
So in a tiebreaker, Raymond Marsh of 

Punxsutawney is the most recent winner of 
the Steels contest. He plans to redeem his 
gift card at Punxsy Shop ’n Save. 
Congratulations, Raymond! 
n Support the Punx’y Memorial Library 

with the purchase of a t-shirt or hoodie. 
More information can be found at 
www.punxsutawneylibrary.org or visit the 
library’s Facebook page.  
n Punx’y Memorial Library is selling 

gift cards to various stores and restaurants. 
Orders and payments are due by Dec. 1. Ask 
for an order form at the circulation desk. 
n Gobbler’s Knob Visitors Center & 

Gift Shop is open Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
n The Presbyterian Church of Punx’y is 

holding Mahjong Mondays, 10 a.m. to 
noon.  
n Nov. 17: Mother/Son Dance, 5 to 7 

p.m., at Punx’y Area Community Center. 
$20 per couple, contact PACC for ticket in-
formation.  
n Nov. 17: Mastering Communication 

with facilitators Tiffany & Chris Brooks, 6 
to 7:30 p.m., at Punxsy Pizza. Presented by 
Young Entrepreneurs & Professionals of 
Punx’y.  
n Nov. 17: Scotland Ave. Church of God 

hosts Canoe Ridge band, 7 p.m.  
n Nov. 17 & 18: PAHS Drama Club 

Play, “I Never Saw Another Butterfly,’’ at 
PAHS auditorium. Friday, 7 p.m., and Sat-
urday, 5 p.m., tickets available at the door, 
$3 general seating, or $5 reserved seating.  

n Nov. 18: SSCD Christmas Bazaar, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at SSCD auditorium & gym, 
benefits the SSCD School.  
n Nov. 18: BSA Oceanography Badge 

Program, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at 
Punx’y Weather Discovery Center, $20 
cost. Register by Nov. 10 at 938-1000 or by 
email educator@weatherdiscovery.org.  
n Nov. 18: Thanksgiving Dinner, 4 to 6 

p.m., at The Salvation Army. Free and open 
to the public.  
n Nov. 19: SSCD School Giving Thanks 

Breakfast & Bake Sale, 7 a.m. to noon, at 
SSCD Auditorium. Adults, $10; kids age 6-
12, $5; and kids age 5 & under, free. Bene-
fits the school.  
n Nov. 19: All You Can Eat Breakfast, 7 

a.m.to noon, McCalmont Township Fire Co. 
hall in Anita. Adults, $10; kids 5-12, $5; 
kids 4 & under, free. 
n Nov. 23: Thanksgiving! Give thanks 

for all you have.  
n Nov. 24 & 25: Punx’y Memorial Li-

brary will be closed. 
n Nov. 25: Mistletoe Madness & Small 

Business Saturday, 10 a.m. Watch for 
Punx’y PRIDE’s shopping passport.  
n Nov. 25: Red Kettle Kickoff by The 

Salvation Army, noon, at Barclay Square.  
n Nov. 25: Home for the Holidays Pa-

rade, 6 p.m., downtown Punx’y. Brings 
Santa to town and opens the holiday season. 
Followed by the tree lighting at Barclay 
Square. 
n Nov. 25: Free Christmas Movie, “Elf,” 

6 p.m., at Moonlite Drive-In Theatre, 
Brookville. Entrance fee is a monetary do-
nation or an unwrapped toy. Benefits Abate 
Clarion County Toy Drive.  
n Nov. 26: The Salvation Army hosts 

guest speaker Andy Burkett at its 11 a.m. 
service. 
n Nov. 27: Adult Coloring Club, 10:30 

to 11:30 a.m., at Punx’y Memorial Library. 
Bring your own supplies or borrow some 
from the library. 
n Nov. 28: Used Book Sale, 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m., at Punx’y Memorial Library. Give a 
donation for whatever books you’d like. 
n Nov. 28: Giving Tuesday. Give to your 

favorite local charity through the Punx’y 
Area Community Foundation.  

F

- Continued on page 25

954 Route 119, Punxsutawney 814-938-6420

JMC 
JEFFERSON 
MACHINE CO

http://www.punxsutawneylibrary.org
mailto:educator@weatherdiscovery.org
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1&2 Bedroom Apartments for those aged
55 and over. Rent includes all utilities, even
cable television! Tenant responsible only for
telephone/internet. Relax and enjoy our game

room, library, fitness room, spacious
community rooms & parking garages.

407 East Mahoning Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767
(814) 938-5474 or www.graystonecourt.com

a division of
Jeff S. Long Construction

The Ultimate Retirement Community

Court

Experience

the Luxury

You Deserve!

1&2 Bedroom Apartments for those aged
55 and over. Rent includes all utilities, even
cable television! Tenant responsible only for
telephone/internet. Relax and enjoy our game

room, library, fitness room, spacious
community rooms & parking garages.

407 East Mahoning Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767
(814) 938-5474 or www.graystonecourt.com

a division of
Jeff S. Long Construction

The Ultimate Retirement Community

Court

Experience

the Luxury

You Deserve!

1&2 Bedroom Apartments for those aged
55 and over. Rent includes all utilities, even
cable television! Tenant responsible only for
telephone/internet. Relax and enjoy our game

room, library, fitness room, spacious
community rooms & parking garages.

407 East Mahoning Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767
(814) 938-5474 or www.graystonecourt.com

a division of
Jeff S. Long Construction

The Ultimate Retirement Community

Court

Experience

the Luxury

You Deserve!

Give Thanks Today  
and Every Day!

814-938-1776
www.nglawoffice.com

We hope your  
holiday is  
delightful  

in every way.

  Thank You  
and Happy  

Thanksgiving!

314 W. Mahoning St. 
Punxsutawney 

Nicholas Gianvito 
Attorney at Law

HAAG’S 
FEED STORE 
Quality Feed, Great Service!

Box 48 Beaver St., Troutville, PA

Open:  
Mon.-Sat.

583-7556

Sharing Our Thanks 
& Best Wishes

We’re so grateful to be a part of 
this wonderful community, and we 
thank you for your valued business.

he Punxsutawney Area Hospital 
(PAH) is excited to announce the 
start of a new mobility and patient 

handling program called Safe Steps. 
According to Robin Moran, Patient Safety 

Officer at PAH, “Increasing a patient’s 
mobility is a vital part of improving their 
health. Having the equipment and the 
processes to safely assist patients during 
movement protects both the patient and the 
staff.”  
The Safe Steps Program is led by a team 

of internal leaders from various 
departments in the organization who have 
had extensive training. These leaders are 
the internal coaches for the staff at PAH 
and are charged with ensuring their peers 
have been educated on the proper use of the 
new equipment and techniques. 
For the new equipment, PAH has 

partnered with ARJO, a company that 
believes empowering movement within 
health care environments is essential to 
quality care. Their products and solutions 
are designed to promote a safe and 
dignified experience through patient 
handling, medical beds, personal hygiene, 
disinfection, diagnostics, and the 
prevention of pressure injuries. 
Punxsutawney Area Hospital has made a 
significant investment in new mobility and 

T
patient handling equipment totalling more 
than $220,000. 
According to the American Nurse Journal, 

a publication of the American Nurse 
Association, on average the cumulative 
weight lifted by a nurse in one typical 
eight-hour shift is equivalent to 1.8 tons. 
Constant lifting has made nursing and other 
health care professionals’ injury prone. 
Many injuries give no warning signs; 
muscle strains, torn ligaments, ripped 
rotator cups, sprained wrists or ruptured 
discs can happen in an instant or after years 

Punxsutawney Area Hospital Patients, 
Staff to Benefit from Safe Steps Program

Punxsutawney Area Hospital’s Siobhan Barnett, 
LPN (left), and Mikayla Olsakousky, CNA, Safe 
Steps Coach, try out a new piece of equipment 
purchased for PAH’s recently launched Safe 
Steps Program. (submitted photo)

of wear and tear. 
“The Safe Steps Mobility and Patient 

Handling Program is a tool to keep our 
patients and staff safe. We are delighted to 
have the new equipment in our facility and 
feel it will continue to increase great patient 
outcomes while keeping our staff safe,” 
stated Paula Spack, Chief Nursing Officer 
at PAH. 
For additional information about the Safe 

Steps Program and equipment, please visit 
www.pah.org. 

• • • 

http://www.graystonecourt.com
http://www.graystonecourt.com
http://www.graystonecourt.com
http://www.nglawoffice.com
http://www.pah.org
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46 Anchor Inn Rd. 
Punxsutawney 
938-6702

Happy Thanksgiving! 
ACME  

MACHINE  
& Welding Co.

SCREEN PRINTING 
EMBROIDERY • BANNERS 
PENNANTS • CHENILLE 

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

109 W. Main St. Big Run, PA 15715 
info@standardpennant.com  
www.standardpennant.com 
814.427.2066 / 800.527.2066

“Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7 

“You will be enriched in every  
way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion, and through  
us your generosity will result 

in thanksgiving to God. “ 
2 Corinthians 9:11  

Remember the "thanks"  
in Thanksgiving  

Happy Thanksgiving 
from the office of  

Dr. Delroy M. Moore
217 W Mahoning St. 

Punxsutawney 

814-938-6333

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the 

rock of our salvation! Let us come 
into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him 
with songs of praise! For the Lord is 
a great God, and a great King above 

all gods.“ Psalm 95:1-3

103 N. Gilpin St., Suite 304
(814) 938-3715

Business Accounting 
Tax & Payroll Services

“Making  
the  

numbers 
work in  

your favor”

The Area’s  
Most Experienced 
Alignment shop!

WE NOW  
DO VEHICLE  

UNDERCOATING

STATE INSPECTION

Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5, Sat. 8:30-12
Locally 
Owned  

and  
Operated 

Call Brian Horner 

It’s  

“Webate”  

Season!

E. F.

for rebates, check the website  
@ hpstire.com/coupons 

Just off Indiana St., Punx’y 
behind Mahoning Valley Milling

814-939-7660

Give 
Thanks!

on-profit organizations in Punx-
sutawney have their roots in the “vol-
unteer spirit” of our country. We are a 

community and a nation of “doers.” People 
who are willing to volunteer their time and 
talents to improve the quality of life of all 
in the community. 
During the Day of 

Giving, sponsored by 
the Punxsutawney 
Area Community 
Foundation, Inc., on 
November 28, resi-
dents of Punx-
sutawney will have an 
opportunity to give to 
the organizations that 
work 365 days a year 
to improve the quality 
of life for residents 
and visitors.   Punx-
sutawney area non-profit organizations and 
their volunteers provide services that en-
hance the quality of life in the community. 
They undertake activities that beautify the 
community, preserve the environment, sup-
port those in need, and create opportunities 
for volunteers who make the community a 
better place to live.  
The 14 non-profit organizations partici-

pating in the 2023 Day of Giving represent 
the broad range of activities through which 
the Punxsutawney area is enhanced. Their 
presence enables individuals to engage in 
activities that support and enhance the com-
munity. 
The volunteers involved in three partici-

pating organizations focus on improving 

and maintaining the environment in the 
Punxsutawney area. They volunteer their 
time and talent and ask the community to 
help support their work so they will have 
the resources to make good things happen.  
The Punxsutawney Area Rails to Trails 

Association volunteers 
maintain the Mahoning 
Shadow Trail, which 
follows the Mahoning 
Creek from Winslow, 
through Punxsutawney 
to Fordham for 15 
miles. Opened to the 
public 20+ years ago, 
the trail provides year 
round activities, in-
cluding walking, non-
motorized biking, and 
cross country skiing. It 
is a place where folks 

can enjoy the seasonal beauty of nature. 
However, it is also a place that needs to be 
maintained. Volunteers do most of the work, 
but costs are incurred when trash must be 
removed, when the trail itself requires main-
tenance, and when fallen trees must be re-
moved. Donations will support costs of 
these maintenance activities. 
 Punxsutawney Revitalization: Invest-

ing, Developing, Enhancing (PRIDE) vol-
unteers work to maintain the environment 
in the commercial areas of Punxsutawney. 
During the past 20 years they have, through 
the Façade Improvement Program, provided 
challenge grants to encourage the mainte-
nance of the external façades of the town’s 
public buildings and have sponsored murals 
on downtown buildings. Their goal is to 
keep the downtown looking fresh, inviting 
and cared for. They sponsor downtown 
clean-up events and activities. Their most 
recent project is the Pocket Park on West 
Mahoning Street, which has turned a vacant 
lot into a welcoming mini park for residents 
and visitors to enjoy. 
Punxsutawney Arts Association Inc. are 

artists who promote the visual arts through 
their current “Gallery without Walls” effort. 
The artists create and donate their work to 
the community. The Association strives to 
make the community more beautiful 
through artistic philanthropic contributions. 
The miner and mule mural at the Coal Me-
morial and the “Trash Can” art in Barclay 
Square are among their efforts at beautify-
ing the community. Art to enjoy and inspire 
is their contribution to the Punxsutawney 

N

Day of Giving Set for  
November 28Asphalt Paving s Grading  

Line Painting s Topsoil &  
Compost s Sealcoating 

Chip Sealing s Crack Filling 
FREE Estimates! 
Phone: 849-8838  

or Toll-Free (877) 4-Paving 
www.jeffersonpaving.com 

Quality, Integrity and Professionalism... 
Making life smoother. 

PA# 012900

- Continued on next page

mailto:info@standardpennant.com
http://www.standardpennant.com
http://www.jeffersonpaving.com
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MOST  
INSURANCES  
ACCEPTED

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
in Treating Varicose Veins

Minimally Invasive Office Procedures: 
• Venaseal (glue)  

• Vein Closure • Laser Closure  
• Sclerotherapy (vein injection)

1265 Wayne Avenue, Suite 106, Indiana, PA  
Premier vein  

services

YESHWANT G. PHADKE     
M.D., F.A.C.S., ABVLM, RPhs

www.vein-doc.comCHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
Certified by The American Board of  Venous and Lymphatic Medicine;  

Certified General Surgeon; Member of American Venous Forum

FREE   
VARICOSE VEIN 

SCREENING 
Call to Make Your  

Appointment  
TODAY! 

 724-349-6677 
Appointments  

Fill Fast! 

Erase varicose veins with the latest minimally 
invasive techniques, and start loving YOUR LEGS!

Hundreds  
of Satisfied  

Patients

Happy Thanksgiving!

The Arc of Jefferson and Clearfield 
Counties provides information and sup-
port to people with intellectual and de-
velopmental delays or other disabilities, 
their families, and the community. They 
help by identifying barriers, building re-
lationships, and finding solutions so all 
children and adults with disabilities can 
be included in every community. Dona-
tions are used to provide supplies and 
support for socialization and educational 
activities conducted in the community. 
The Salvation Army has served in 

Punxsutawney to support those in need 
for over 133 years. They are known for 
their service when people are most in 
need. Through committed volunteers, the 
Salvation Army provides a variety of pro-
grams and activities designed to assist in-
dividuals to get through difficult times, 
to support children and families, and to 
engage individuals in activities. Dona-
tions are used to provide services needed 
at the time of need. 
Child Evangelism Fellowship sponsors 

Good News Clubs that provide young-
sters with information upon which to 
base their values and hopes for their fu-

ture. Donations support the hosting of the 
Good News Clubs in the community. 
We Care Pregnancy Center began 

working in Punxsutawney 30 years ago. 
The center provides support for women, 
children, and families in need. They pro-
vide education, material items, and en-
couragement for those who find 
themselves in difficult circumstances. 
They are able to do so because of the 
generous support provided by the com-
munity. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars volunteers 

work together to provide a supportive en-
vironment for those who have served 
their country and sponsor a variety of 
community activities in which veterans 
volunteer and are engaged in supporting 
the community. Currently the VFW hosts 
the North Findley Street Cemetery Guild, 
which works to maintain Punxsutawney’s 
Historic Cemetery. 
Punxsutawney Area Hospital Foun-

dation was established to advance com-
munity health and wellness through 
philanthropy and support of the Punx-
sutawney Area Hospital.  Punxsutawney, 
as a small community, is fortunate to 
have a full-service hospital. The Founda-
tion will continue the work to ensure that 
residents of the Punxsutawney area have 
access to quality health care. 

Other non-profit organizations provide 
services that enable access to informa-
tion, connection with local history, and 
promote the community to the world. 
 Punxsutawney Memorial Library 

volunteers have served the community 
for well over 100 years. The library is a 
free, public, non-sectarian source for in-
formation. It serves the geographic area 
of the Punxsutawney Area School Dis-
trict and enables individuals to have ac-
cess to computers, research databases, 
recreational resources, and a link to WiFi. 
Regular programming is provided for 
youth, ages 18 months to 18 years, fami-
lies, and adults. Donations help the Li-
brary to maintain public services. 
Punxsutawney Area Historical & Ge-

nealogical Society Inc. preserves, main-
tains, and displays the history of the 

Punxsutawney area at its facilities on 
West Mahoning Street. Lattimer House 
collections include artifacts from Native 
American history, Groundhog Day his-
tory, and coal-era history. The Tibby Li-
brary and Winslow Genealogy Room 
provide resources for family history re-
search. Bennis House collections include 
artifacts from early settlers through the 
1950s. The Coal Memorial commemo-
rates the era in which coal dominated the 
economy of the Punxsutawney area. The 
facilities are open to the public and 
staffed by volunteers. Donations assist 
the Society in its mission to preserve 
Punxsutawney’s history. 
Coal Memorial Fund, which is a des-

ignated fund of the Punxsutawney Area 
Historical & Genealogical Society, sup-

Continued from previous page

Day of Giving Set

This is a Day to  
Count your Blessings

Mahoning Physical Therapy 
Medical Center, Marion Center, PA 
 (724) 397-9100 
 405 Franklin St., Clymer, PA  
 (724) 254-1010

Mahoning Physical Therapy 
Twolick Valley P.T.

• Medicare Certified  
• Aquatic Therapy • Hours by Apt.

We’re proud to serve our  
local farms, both big & small!

Yoder’s Feed Store

Natural Feed 
Made On-Site!

HAPPY  
THANKSGIVING!

2499 ROCK DUMP RD., REYNOLDSVILLE 
814-427-2719

WE DELIVER LOCALLY!

Full Line of Feed 
Bedding Shaving 

Happy Horse Bedding 
Fencing 

Plastic & Net Wrap 
Mineral and Lick Tubs

Also available at these locations: 
Biondi’s Feeds - 2082 Old State Rd., Johnsonburg, PA 

2180 Longwell Rd., Brockway • 288 Valley Rd., Commodore

- Continued on page 21
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HURD LOGGING

Buyer of   
Standing Timber  
and Timberland 

1035 Town Rd. • Mahaffey, PA 15757 
Free Appraisals 

Select Cut Timber Management  
Harvest Management

James D. Hurd

814-277-6080 
Cell 814-592-2880

We are prepared to help you, whether it needs to be done before  
or after the holidays. We have thousands of square feet of wood,  

ceramic, laminate, vinyl and carpet in stock and ready to go.   

Stop by or call for free advice from real professionals.

Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Saturday 9-2930 Beaver Dr., Beaver Grove  
Dubois 814-371-9432   www.everythingunderfoot.com 

GETTING READY  
FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 

YOU MAY REALIZE 
YOUR HOME  

NEEDS NEW FLOOR 
COVERINGS. 

PERRY  
SEALING

814-952-4522 
TIGER PERRY  

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 20 Years Experience 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Hot Asphalt Patching  
and Sealcoating 
Lazer Line Painting 
Hot Tack Crack Filling 

Kathy Bouch 
REALTOR® 
(O) 814-938-3031 
(C) 814-590-1390 
kbouch@TPRSold.com

The Preferred Realty

Call me for all of your 
home buying and selling needs!

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

• Electronic Filing  
• Notary Public 
• Bookkeeping  
• Accounting 
• Temporary Tags
76 Harvest Lane, Punx’y

DDaarrlleennee  
      SSttuucchheellll

YEAR-ROUND  SERVICE

Please call for  
an appointment   
814-938-7070

REGISTERED TAX RETURN PREPARER

Dr. Nathan Stebbins

814-938-5920 MOST INSURANCES  
ACCEPTED

Happy  
Thanksgiving!

COMPREHENSIVE EYE CARE

FULL SERVICE OPTICAL & COMPLETE LINE OF CONTACT LENSES

200 S. FINDLEY ST. 
PUNXSUTAWNEY

Mon. 8-6 • Tues. 8-5:30 •  Wed. 8-7:30 
 Thur. 8-2  • Fri 8-5 • Sat. by Appt.

Accepting New Patients

HOURS: Sun. 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Mon., Tues. & Wed. 6:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Thur. 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Fri. 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Sat 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving 

849-6396

Located along Rt. 36 N. Halfway 
between Punx’y and Brookville

ark your calendar! Put a bold, red 
circle around December 10! On that 
date – the second Sunday of the 

month – the Punxsutawney Community 
Center will host a concert of classic country 
hits and Christmas classics, featuring the 
legendary Crystal Gayle and the duo Twitty 
& Lynn, who recreate the music of legends 
Conway Twitty and Loretta Lynn – their 
grandparents. 
Tickets are on sale for $50, $60, or $70 

(administrative and processing fees not 
included) and may be purchased by calling 
(814) 938-9632 or at the Community Center 
– located at 220 North Jefferson Street – 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and noon. 
On the evening of the concert, the doors 

will open at 6 p.m. and the show will begin 
at 7 p.m. You don’t want to miss it! 
Crystal Gayle 
Grammy®-winning songstress Crystal 

Gayle is a beloved country music icon 

whose time in the music business includes 
22 No. 1 country hits, four Top 20 pop hits, 
six albums certified Gold by the RIAA and 
three certified Platinum, including “We 
Must Believe in Magic,” which was the first 
album by a female artist in country music 
history to reach platinum sales.  
Her list of platinum and gold is matched 

by her awards and accolades. The Country 
Music Association’s “Female Vocalist of the 
Year” for two consecutive years, Crystal is 
also a Grammy® Award winner for “Best 
Female Vocal Performance,” thanks to her 

timeless, international smash hit “Don’t It 
Make My Brown Eyes Blue” – a song that 
she today admits she has never grown tired 
of singing.  
Crystal has three Academy of Country 

Music Awards statuettes for “Top Female 
Vocalist’’ and has won four American Music 
Awards. Not surprisingly, she was named 
the Most Performed Country Female Artist 
on radio for the decade of 1975-1985. 
Perhaps nothing sums up Crystal’s career 
achievements better than being awarded 
with a star on the fabled Hollywood Walk 
of Fame in October 2009.  
Famous for her nearly floor-length hair, 

Crystal was voted one of the 50 most 
beautiful people in the world by People 
Magazine, and in 2016 the Academy of 
Country Music honored her with the Cliffie 
Stone Pioneer Award. Gayle was inducted 
into the Grand Ole Opry in January 2017 by 
her sister and Opry legend Loretta Lynn. 
For more information, visit 
crystalgayle.com.  
Twitty & Lynn 
There’s a moment right at the very 

beginning of any Twitty & Lynn show that 

affords country music fans the chance to 
look back in time. Just after the band has 
played the signature introduction to 
“Louisiana Woman, Mississippi Man,” Tre 
Twitty and Tayla Lynn shoot each other a 
glance that summons the electrifying 
chemistry of their grandparents: Tre is the 
grandson of Conway Twitty, and Tayla is 

M

Punxsutawney Community 
Center to Host Holiday Concert 

Show to Feature Crystal 
Gayle, Twitty & Lynn

- Continued on next page
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HOURS: Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Now  
located  
in the 

Punxsy 
Plaza!

See our Humidor filled with Imported Hand Rolled Cigars

569 W. Mahoning Street 814-938-0922

PLAY HERE... 
WE PAY HERE!

GREAT SELECTION AND GREAT PRICES ON...
CIGARETTES • SNUFF • TOBACCO 

CIGARS • VAPES • PIPES • KRATOM

MONEY ORDERS • ATM MACHINE

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 
Sat. 8:30-3

814-583-7859

1970 Point Ave.  
TROUTVILLE

Bulk Foods, Herbs,  
Fabrics, Kitchenware,  

Toys, Ice Skates, Puzzles 
Gifts & More! 

CLEANING 
SERVICESFM

427-5255 • 1-800-525-5283

GO WITH THE PROS
• Carpets • Upholstery • Duct Cleaning 

• Tile & Grout • Oriental Rugs • Wood Floors 

Call For A Free Estimate

Paid For by Friends of Brian Smith

Wishing you and 
your family a 

healthy and joyful 
holiday season.

66TH 
DISTRICT

BRIAN 
SMITH

STATE  
REPRESENTATIVE

Have a 
GREAT  

Festival 

814-618-5653 
207 Hampton Ave., Punx’y 

ORDER ONLINE AT  
foxspizza.com/store/pennsylvania/ 

punxsutawney-pa  
Closed Mon. • Tue. - Thurs. 10:30-8,  

Fri. & Sat. 10:30-9 •  Sun.11-8 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

Home 
of the 

Big 
Daddy

• Home & Industry • Reverse Osmosis 
• Salt Delivery Service • FREE Water Analysis 

• Culligan Preferred Credit 

114 Horatio St., Punx’y 
938-2240 or 1-800-828-4267

Sales 
Rental • Service

Continued from page 19

Day of Giving Set
Continued from previous page

Holiday Concert
assist the Society in its mission to preserve 
Punxsutawney’s history. 
Coal Memorial Fund, which is a desig-

nated fund of the Punxsutawney Area His-
torical & Genealogical Society, supports the 
development of the Punxsutawney Area 
Coal Memorial. It seeks to preserve the his-
tory of the people who came to Punx-
sutawney, mined coal, and made 
Punxsutawney a name known around the 
world. Donations to the fund will support 
the development of a facility to house the 
industrial collections of the Punxsutawney 
area. 
Weather Discovery Center: Punx-

sutawney’s first claim to fame was as the 
“Weather Capital of the World.” This is cel-
ebrated at the Weather Discovery Center on 
North Findley Street where this claim is still 
held forth. Visitors from around the world 
and of all ages enjoy learning about 
weather, Punxsutawney, and the building, 
which is historic in and of itself.  Donations 
to the Weather Discovery Center support the 
maintenance and expansion of exhibits and 
the educational programs conducted at the 
Weather Discovery Center and the preser-
vation of one of Punxsutawney’s historic 
buildings. 
Punxsutawney Area Community Foun-

dation (PXYCF): The Foundation has as 
part of its mission the assisting of local area 
non-profit organizations to fulfill their com-
munity missions and to establish resources 
to improve the quality of life for the resi-
dents of the community.  Currently PXYCF 
accepts donations for the Arts & Humani-
ties Fund, Firefighters Fund, SPLASH Fund 
and Unrestricted Fund. Through these funds 
the Foundation is able to make grants to 
support activities in the community. 
When you support these non-profit organ-

izations, you support the many volunteers 
who give their time and talent to make our 
community a great place to live. Make your 
donation in the name of the organization or 
organizations of your choice on the Day of 
Giving, November 28. 
You may make your donation in the fol-

lowing ways:  
In Person by dropping off your donation 

at  the Punxsutawney Memorial Library, 
301 East Mahoning Street, on November 28 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Online by or going to PXYCF.org, se-

lecting the organization of your choice, and 
making your donation. 
By mail by sending a check made payable 

to PXYCF with the name of the organiza-
tion you wish to support written on the 
memo line. These must be postmarked no 
later than November 28. 

• • •

the granddaughter of Loretta Lynn.  
Audiences can’t believe their eyes. From 

that moment, for the next 90 minutes, 
they’re in the presence of living country 
music history.  
“Fans have told Tayla and me that when 

they see us on stage singing, talking, and 
just looking at each other, they think, ‘Wow, 
there must be something genetic in those 
two families,’” Tre says. “It validates the 
experience of the concert for them. We’re 
telling our grandparents’ story through our 
story.”  
But Twitty & Lynn – and their 

internationally popular show “A Salute to 
Conway & Loretta” – aren’t impersonators. 
Tre doesn’t groom Seventies sideburns and 
perm his hair; Tayla doesn’t mimic her 
grandmother’s mannerisms. Rather, they are 
onstage celebrating country music, the lost 
art of duet singing, and the two beloved 
icons they refer to as “Poppy” and 
“Memaw.”  
“I think of us as the ambassadors of the 

Twitty and Lynn names  – we’re just the 
new version of what they’ve already 
established,” Tre says. “But we also want to 
be caretakers of the past. At our shows, we 
get generations of fans because country 
music is passed down.”  
“It’s about family – the fans’ families and 

our own,” Tayla says. “We have so much 
love and respect for Conway and Loretta 
and we want to carry this on in such a way 
that we make our families proud.”  
Honest emotion, along with Tre and 

Tayla’s innate chemistry, is what defines 
their onstage performances. Whether 
they’re singing to each other or interacting 
with the audience, there’s an easygoing 
authenticity that comes across. Tayla even 
talks to the crowd about her sobriety, 
sharing a personal tale of struggle and 
redemption.  
In the end, though, their goal is to entertain 

while, at the same time, honoring their 
grandparents. “Conway and Loretta used to 
do everything with so much passion: the 
way they dressed, the way they recorded, 
the way they performed,” Tayla says. “We 
want to bring that to fans who were lucky 
enough to see our grandparents before and 
to those who are just learning about them.”  
“Our show gives people an idea of what 

Loretta and Conway were like through their 
grandchildren’s eyes,” adds Tre. “It’s a 
special gift to keep that flame burning.” 
For more information about Twitty & 

Lynn, please visit their website at 
www.twittandlynn.com. 

• • •

http://www.twittandlynn.com
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Have a 
GREAT  

Festival 
Week!

814-618-5653 
207 Hampton Ave., Punx’y 

ORDER ONLINE AT  
foxspizza.com/store/pennsylvania/ 

punxsutawney-pa  
Closed Mon., Tue. & Thurs.10:30-8,  
Wed., Fri. & Sat. 10:30-9, Sun.11-8 

LOCALLY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED 

Home 
of the 
Big 

Daddy

WE ARE 
OPEN FOR 
DINING!

Mahoning Physical Therapy 
 Medical Center,  
 Marion Center, PA 
 (724) 397-9100 
 405 Franklin St., Clymer, PA  
 (724) 254-1010

Mahoning  
Physical Therapy 
Twolick Valley P.T.
• Medicare Certified 
• Aquatic Therapy 
• Office Hours by 
   Appointment

AUTHENTIC PIZZA & ITALIAN CUISINE

PIZZA TOWN GIFT CARDS  
MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

DINE IN, CALL TO  
PLACE YOUR ORDER,  
OR ORDER ONLINE 

814-938-2380 
www.pizzatownpunxsy.com 

Delivery orders accepted up to 30 min. of closing 
Sun., thru Thurs., 11 am to 9 pm 

Fri., & Sat.,  11am to 10 pm
W. Mahoning St., Punxy Plaza 

46 Anchor Inn Rd. 
Punx’y 

938-6702

ACME  
MACHINE  

& Welding Co.

Let’s Go Chucks!

A hometown  
bank you can  
count on . . .  
both today and  
in the future!

BIG RUN 
814.427.2051

www.marioncenterbank.com

PUNXSUTAWNEY 
814.938.0271

MEMBER FDIC

Alex J. Park  
Owner,  

Funeral Director 
Supervisor 

(814) 938-5400 
33 Hillcrest Dr., Punxsutawney  

"Serving the 
community 
we live in."

939-7660

Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5 
Sat. 8:30-12

behind Mahoning Valley Milling Co. 
Just off Indiana St., Punx’y

Call Brian Horner 

State Inspection  
& Alignments 

Locally Owned 
& Operated

It’s  

“Webate” 

Season!

E. F.

Check out the website  
@ hpstire.com/coupons

WE NOW  
DO VEHICLE  

UNDERCOATING

Casteel Chiropractic
DR. IAN CASTEEL 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
X-Rays (on your first visit) 

 Accepts Most Insurance 
MON., WED. & FRI. 8:30-1 & 2:30-7  

CLOSED TUE. & THUR.

410 East Mahoning St.  938-4400 

Our job is to keep your spine in 
line for a better, healthier you!

"We address the cause, not the symptom"

588 W. Mahoning St. 
Punxsutawney

Let us take care of your vehicle 
We offer a full line of 

Auto Repairs 
WE'VE GOT TIRES!

CARULLI AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

938-9584

Good luck to 
all the teams!

OPEN MON.-SAT. at 8 am 
Serving Breakfast  Mon.-Sat. at 8 am

901 W. Mahoning St. 
814-938-2414

JV/VAR BOYS BASKETBALL 
Fri, Dec 1 Tourn at Indiana TBD 
Sat, Dec 2 Tourn at Indiana TBD  
Wed, Dec 6 JOHNSONBURG 6pm  
Fri, Dec 8 DUBOIS CENTRAL  

CATHOLIC 6pm  
Fri, Dec 15 BRADFORD AREA 6pm 
Tue, Dec 19 @ Redbank Valley 6pm  
Fri, Dec 22 @ Elk Co. Catholic 6pm 
Thur, Dec 28 TOURN TBA 7:30 
Fri, Dec 29 TOURN TBA TBD  
Thur, Jan 4 @ Brookville 6pm 
Wed, Jan 10 ELK CO. CATHOLIC 6pm  
Fri, Jan 12 OIL CITY 6pm  
Tue, Jan 16 @ St. Marys 6pm   
Fri, Jan 19 @ Moniteau  6pm  
Wed, Jan 24 BROOKVILLE 6pm  
Fri, Jan 26 DUBOIS AREA 6pm   
Tue, Jan 30 KARNS CITY 6pm 
Wed, Feb 7 ST. MARYS 6pm  
Fri, Feb 9 @ DuBois Area 6pm 
Mon, Feb 12 UNITED 6pm  
Wed, Feb 14 @ Homer-Center 7:30pm 
Fri, Feb 16 @ Bradford Area 6pm

VARSITY WRESTLING 
Thur, Dec 7 ST. MARYS AREA 7pm 
Tue, Dec 12 @ Armstrong 7pm   
Sat, Dec 16 @ Redbank Valley Tourn7pm 
Tue, Dec 19 @ Cranberry Area 7pm 
Thur, Dec 21 DUBOIS 7pm  
Sat, Jan 6 @ Clarion Area Tourn 9am  
Tue, Jan 9 @ Clarion Area 9am 
Thur, Jan 11 @ Sheffield Area 7pm 
Sat, Jan 13 @ Philipsburg-Osceola  

Tourn 9am 
Tue, Jan 16 BROOKVILLE 7pm 
Thur, Jan 18 MARION CENTER 7pm 
Tue, Jan 23 @ Brockway 7pm 
Thur, Jan 25 JOHNSONBURG AREA 7pm 
Tue, Jan 30 @ West Shamokin 7pm 
Thur, Feb 8 BRADFORD AREA 7pm  
 JV/VAR GIRLS BASKETBALL 
Fri, Dec 1 Karns City @ Brockway 6pm  
Sat, Dec 2 Tourn @ Brockway TBD  
Tue, Dec 5 @ Tyrone 6pm  
Wed, Dec 13 OIL CITY 6pm 
Fri, Dec 15 @ Bradford 6pm  
Mon, Dec 18 CLARION AREA 6pm 
Thur, Dec 28 TOURN TBD 
Fri, Dec 29 TOURN TBD  
Fri, Jan 5 BROOKVILLE 6pm  
Mon, Jan 8 DUBOIS CENTRAL  

CATHOLIC 6pm  
Wed, Jan 10 @ Elk Co Catholic 6pm  
Fri, Jan 12 @ Karns City 6pm 
Wed, Jan 17 ST. MARY’S AREA 6pm  
Tue, Jan 23 @ Brookville 6pm  
Thur, Jan 25 @ DuBois Area 6pm  
Mon, Jan 29 ELK CO. CATHOLIC 6pm 
Wed, Jan 31 NORTH CLARION 6pm 
Tue, Feb 6 @ St. Marys Area 6pm 
Fri, Feb 9 DUBOIS AREA 6pm 
Mon, Feb 12 @ United 6pm 
Wed, Feb 14 @Homer-Center 6pm 
Fri., Feb 16 BRADFORD AREA 6pm

Schedules subject to change.  
Not responsible for typographical errors.

2023-2024  
Winter Sports  

Schedules

Punxsutawney Area 
High School

Quality Window & Door Products 
…with Installation Done RIGHT!
FREE Estimates
814-938-7303

www.burke-sons.com 
110 GASKILL AVE., PUNX’Y

Good luck, 
Teams!

PA8019

W 
E WE 

LCOM 
E ALL 
AGES

Dr. Nathan Stebbins
FULL SERVICE OPTICAL  
& COMPLETE LINE OF 

CONTACT LENSES

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
814-938-5920

Mon. 8-6 • Tues. 8-5:30 
Wed. 8-7:30 • Thur. 8-2 
Fri 8-5 • Sat. by Appt.

200 SOUTH FINDLEY ST. 
PUNXSUTAWNEY

http://www.pizzatownpunxsy.com
http://www.marioncenterbank.com
http://www.burke-sons.com
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Punxsutawney, PA
814-933-4009

Heating & Air Condition Service 
Boilers • Furnaces • Hot Water Tanks

#PA062730

CJMCCJJMM
PLUMBING, HEATING 

& AIR CONDITIONING

FALL SPECIAL  
High Efficiency Furnaces  

starting at $2200 

Carpet & 
Upholstery 
Specialistsof Indiana

www.servicemasterclean.com 

724-465-7008 
Toll Free 1-888-440-7008

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Carpet Cleaning 

• Janitorial and  
Construction Cleanup  

• General Housecleaning 
• Wet Furniture Cleaning 

K Carpentry 
& Construction
KK  CCaarrppeennttrryy  
&&  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

814-952-0859 
814-952-4543
881144--995522--00885599  
881144--995522--44554433

METAL ROOFING, VINYL SIDING, 
PORCHES, POLE BUILDINGS  

& REMODELING

FULLY INSURED 
QUALITY AMISH WORK

PA# 
146398

a local company 

serving local people 

 since 1877 . . . 

PATRONS 

MUTUAL FIRE 

INSURANCE 

COMPANY
647 PHILADELPHIA ST. 

INDIANA, PA 15701 

724-465-4922
toll free 1-800-326-0084 

www.patronsmutualpa.com

GRICE GUN SHOP

paid for 
USED GUNS

216 Reed St., CLEARFIELD 
814-765-9273

C A S H

NO MILITARY OR OBSOLETE

2.2.24 

Groundhog Day

IS JUST AROUND  
THE CORNER!

Submit your events to  
be included in the 2024  

Schedule of Events!
hometown@ 

punxsutawneymagazine.com  
or text/call 814-952-3668

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED. 
YOUR MONEY STAYS HERE!

Parts • Paint • Hoses  
& much more

110 SOUTH GILPIN STREET • PUNXSUTAWNEY

938-6363

MIDTOWN AUTO PARTS
Happy      Thanksgiving

unx’y community invited to support 
fundraising challenge 
The Salvation Army of Punx-

sutawney has announced its goal of raising 
$32,000 during its Red Kettle Campaign. 
The local chapter of The Salvation Army 

is throwing its hat into the ring at Walmart 
and Shop ’n Save during the month of De-
cember to raise 
funds for services 
in Punxsutawney 
during the holidays 
and into the new 
year. 
“We have dedi-

cated the time we 
spend ringing bells 
and raising funds at 
our iconic Red 
Kettles each year, 
so we can provide 
Christmas gifts, 
food, and more to 
families around the 
holidays,” said 
Capt. Matt Stacy, 
corps officer of 
The Salvation 
Army of Punx-
sutawney, “but 
even so, the need 
we have seen take 
shape over the last 
few years makes the 
Red Kettle Campaign even more impor-
tant. It is a rallying cry to support our 
neighbors in need. 
“It’s a joyful thing when people from all 

walks of life give what they can to help 
others at the kettle,” continued Capt. Stacy. 
“Raising $32,000 locally this year will be 
a sign to everyone that there are a lot of 
caring people out there.” 
One hundred percent of the funds raised 

through the Red Kettle Campaign stays 
local to support services during the holi-
days and into 2024. 
 To help reach the amount of the Red Ket-

tle Challenge, support other Salvation 
Army services, and support the organiza-
tion’s mission, you can do one (or more) 
of the following:  
n  Enlist in Love’s Army with a sustain-

ing gift of $25 per month at Punxsutawney 
Corps.  
n Visit SAvolunteer.org and sign up to 

volunteer at a Red Kettle or distribute 
Angel Tree gifts to children in need. 
n Donate digitally with Apple Pay, 

Google Pay, PayPal, and Venmo at any 
Red Kettle.   
n Donate cryptocurrency such as Bitcoin 

or Ethereum.   
n Ask Amazon Alexa to donate by say-

ing, “Alexa, donate to The 
Salvation Army,” then specifying the 
amount.   

n Provide new toys and clothing through 
The Salvation Army Angel Tree for local 
children of families in need. 
n And something NEW this year! The 

Salvation Army encourages people to text 
“Kettle” to 31333. Donors will then be 
prompted to enter their ZIP code to ensure 
that each donation goes back into each 
local community. 
Visit https://easternusa.salvationarmy.org/ 

western-pennsylvania/punxsutawney/  or 
visit us on social media using @TSA-
PUNXSY to learn more about how you can 
help this year. If you need services or know 
someone in need, then contact Capt. Matt 
or Stacy Stacy  to ask about available local 
services.    

About the Salvation Army   
The Salvation Army annually helps 

more than 25 million Americans over-
come poverty, addiction, and economic 
hardships through a range of social serv-
ices. By providing food for the hungry, 
emergency relief for disaster survivors, 
rehabilitation for those suffering from 

P

Local Salvation Army Aims 
to Raise $32,000 in 30 Days

 Lieutenant Stacy Stacy and Captain Matthew Stacy (submitted photo)

- Continued on page 27

On-Line services available for  
Gift Shop & Genealogy 

FIND US AT: www.punxsyhistory.org 
EMAIL:  punxsyhistory@outlook.com 

Punxsutawney Area Historical & Genealogical Society, Inc.
Native American &  

Early Settler Exhibit, 
Groundhog Museum, 

Tibby Library,  Winslow 
Genealogical Suite, Tibby 

Library and Gift Shop Life Style  
1820-1950; 

Home,  
Service, Faith,  

Childhood,  
and more 

LATTIMER HOUSE 
400 W. Mahoning St.

BENNIS HOUSE 
401 W. Mahoning St.

NEW HOURS:  
Thurs., Fri. & Sat 1-4 p.m. 

*Advance appt. required for Genealogy Research

814-938-2555 

Hometown Punxsutawney magazine’s  
Christmas Edition is Coming soon.  
Schedule your beautiful, full color  

Holiday Greeting Today!

                       Call or Text Mary at 814-952-3668 
                      or Call Tracey at 814-938-9084 

or just send an e-mail to schedule your holiday ad 
hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com

http://www.servicemasterclean.com
http://www.patronsmutualpa.com
https://easternusa.salvationarmy.org/
http://www.punxsyhistory.org
mailto:punxsyhistory@outlook.com
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Providing Families the Best Care at Their Worst Time

Waldron 
FUNERAL HOME

McCabe 
FUNERAL HOME INC.

114 Maple Ave. , Punxsutawney  
 814-938-0400

831 Market Street, Mahaffey  
814-277-9911

Andrew R. Philliber  
Supervisor, Owner,  

Funeral Director

Andrew R. Philliber 
Owner, Funeral Director 

Lisa J. Waldron, Supervisor    

Continued on next page

Eugene E. Rolls, 85, of Littlestown, Pa. 
passed away on October 23, 2023 
Eugene attended Punxsutawney High School 

and graduated in 1955. He graduated from 
Clarion State College in 1962 and 
began his teaching career at 
Eisenhower High School in Russell, 
Pennsylvania, where he was also a 
basketball and baseball coach as 
well as an athletic director. In 1972, 

he moved the family to Maryland and taught at 
Brunswick High School and later at John T. 
Baker Jr. High School in Damascus, Maryland, 
where he retired in 1998. 
He enjoyed teaching, mentoring, and coaching 

youth as well as spending time with his wife, 
children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. He coached the Civitans Little 
League baseball team as well as many all-star 
teams in the Frederick National Little League 
in Frederick, Maryland, for over 20 years. He 
was also an avid fisherman and enjoyed his 
annual trip to Canada with his father and 
brothers. 
He is survived by his wife, Gail Oliver Rolls; 

children, Elaine (Ron Cekovich) Berry, Dave 
(Niccole) Rolls, Emily (Jerry) Kephart, and 
Ellen (Arthur) Rollman; siblings, Janet (Culver) 
Rolls Miller, John  (Priscilla) Rolls,  and Jean  
(Richard) Duncan Rolls; grandchildren, Dave 
Berry, Megan (Tivoli) Berryoung, Nicholas 
Shelley, Hollister (Andrew) Bowling, Jarrett 
(Jordan) Rolls, Sara Kephart, Dalton Kephart, 
Patrick Rollman, Madison (Dontae) Angus, and 
Greyson Rollman; great-grandchildren, Olivia 
Berry, Liam Shelley, Colton Shelley and 
Hannah Shelley; and a special nephew, Randy 
Rolls, with whom he corresponded daily. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, Alvin 

Rolls and Sara Luellen Armstrong Rolls. 
McCabe Funeral Home Inc.  
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Barbara A. Benson of Punxsutawney 
March 8, 1947 - October 24, 2023 
Barbara formerly attended the Woodland 

Avenue United Methodist Church. She had her 
master’s degree in education and taught social 
studies and social sciences at Jeff Tech for 40 
years. 
She loved her children and enjoyed traveling, 

going to the beach, cruises, her pets, reading, 
and doing sudoku puzzles. 
She is survived by two children, son, William 

B. Benson, III, and significant other, Avis Huey, 
and daughter Kelley Benson; a sister, Bev 
Kauffman, and a brother, Lynn Baun. 
In addition to her husband, William B. 

Benson, Jr., and parents, Maxine L. (Burkett) 
and Mervin O. Baun, she was preceded in death 
by a brother, Ron Baun. 
Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Catherine C. “Tootsie” Senott 
of Rossiter 
October 2, 1927 - October 25, 2023 
Tootsie was a member of the Church of the 

Resurrection in Rossiter. She was a Class of 
1945 graduate of Rossiter High School. She 
worked at the shoe factory and Loree Footwear.  
She enjoyed cooking and entertaining her 

family and friends. 
She is survived by a niece, Alice Mancuso; 

two nephews, the Rev. Anthony Mancuso and 
Joseph (Kelly) R. Senott; and two great-nieces, 
Rachael and Ava Senott. 
In addition to her parents, Philomena (Pennett) 

and Joseph A. Senott, she was preceded in death 
by her siblings, sisters, Rose Ashenfelter and 
Mary Mancuso, and brother Joseph Senott. 
Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Jane A. Peace of Punxsutawney 
May 31, 1950 - October 26, 2023 
Jane was a 1968 graduate of Punxsutawney 

High School. She enjoyed crafts, her 
grandchildren, reading, ceramics, traveling, and 
going to a monthly lunch with her friends. 

She was a member of the Ladies 
Auxiliary for the Punxsutawney 
Eagles. 

Jane managed a cookie store and 
then worked as a receptionist while 
she and her husband lived in 
Rochester, New York. 

In addition to her husband, Robert D. Peace, 
she is survived by two sons, Steve (Julie) Peace 
and Jerry (Colleen) Peace; four grandchildren, 
Martin, Justeen, Darren and Shawn Peace; a 
brother, Dan (Sandy) Kauffman; a sister, Linda 
(Mark) Strawcutter; an uncle, Bob Smith; and 
several nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, 

Norma (Smith) and E. Bert Kauffman. 
Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Gregg A. Golias of LaJose, Pa. 
formerly of Milltown, NJ 
April 17, 1961 - November 1, 2023 
Gregg retired from ExxonMobil after 34 years 

of service. He enjoyed gardening and was an 
avid hunter and a lover of the outdoors. He was 
an Eagle Scout and volunteered his time for 

many years as an Eagle Scout 
Mentor. He was known for his 
sense of humor, kindness, and 
willingness to help others. Gregg 
was devoted to his friends, his 
family, and most importantly his 

faith in God.      
He is survived by his wife, Barbara (Smith) 

Golias; a son, Michael (Johanna) R. Golias; a 
daughter, Lauren (William) G. Dodd; his two 
grandchildren, Delaney and Reid; his mother, 
Elizabeth Golias; two brothers, John Golias, Jr., 
and Glenn Golias and wife Stephanie; brother-
in-law, Barry Smith, and wife Kay; two grand 
dogs, Ellie and Poppy; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his father, John, 
and his in-laws, Arnold and Helen Smith. 

McCabe Funeral Home Inc.  
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Bradley Michael Ophaug of Indiana 
September 7, 1962 - November 2, 2023  
Brad was a graduate of Northern Colorado 

University and received his law 
degree from Nova South East 
College in Florida. He practiced 
law in Indiana for over 22 years. 
Brad was passionate about the U.S. 
Constitution and the laws that 

followed it. He enjoyed gardening, planting 
trees, road trips, and traveling.  

He is survived by two daughters; Alexis and 
Madison Ophaug; a brother, Brian (Kim) 
Ophaug; a niece, Amanda Ophaug; and three 
nephews, Nicholas Ophaug, Jarred Ophaug, 
and Casey Ophaug; several great nieces and 
nephews; and long-time companion, Toni 
Schaffron.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, Ross 
Emmet Ophaug and Marion J. Bichler. 

McCabe Funeral Home Inc.  
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Merenia R. Schrock, 100 
of Punxsutawney 
September 4, 1923 -  November 3, 2023 
Merenia was a graduate of Punxsutawney 

High School. She was a member of 
the First United Methodist Church 
of Punxsutawney and the Hannah 
Esther Circle at the Church, and the 
Pocahontas Club. 
She enjoyed her family, traveling, 

cleaning, and the flowers around her home. 
Merenia worked for Sylvania, Loree Footwear, 
Sportswear, did home cleaning, and was a 
caregiver. 

She is survived by one brother, Donald (Janet) 
Schrock; several nieces and nephews, Linda 
(Vern) Smith, Roxanne Gillies, Jim (Luann) 
Schrock, Terri Jean Schrock, Charles (Paula) 
Schrock, and Darlene Schrock; and several 
great-nieces and great-nephews. 

In addition to her parents, Mary Jeannette 
(Sndyer) and Ezra Wayne Schrock, she was 
preceded in death by three brothers, Clayton, 
Earl, and Merle Schrock, and nieces and 
nephews, Watha, Donald, Thomas, Joey 
Fleming, and Charlene Schrock. 

Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
 (www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Patricia A. Hayes of Punxsutawney 
March 22, 1944 - November 6, 2023 
Pat graduated from Punxsutawney Area High 

School in 1962. After high school 
she worked for the federal 
government in Washington, D.C. 
After she raised her family, she 
opened Pat’s Haven Personal Care, 
which she owned and operated for 

over 15 years before her retirement. Pat enjoyed 
tending her vegetable garden, picking apples 
and canning. Most of all she loved spending 
time with her family. She was a very giving and 
generous person.  

She is survived by her children, Drema Poerio, 
Troy Kromer, Gordon (Michelle) Hayes, Jr., 
Trisha (Dan Zurenda) Hayes, and Russ 
(Rhonda) Hayes; nine grandchildren, Adalida 
Hayes, Ryan Hayes, Grace Hayes, Russell 
Hayes, Ryelee Hayes, Caylia Hayes, Cylea 
Hayes, Luchi Poerio, and Roman Poerio; seven 
great-grandchildren, Joseph Hayes, Sofie 
Hayes, Olivia Hayes, Paighten Hayes, Chance 
Hayes, Caroline Poerio, Atlas Poerio; three 
sisters; Elaine Steele, Linda Thompson, and 
Susan Carney; and a brother, Robert (Sylvia) 
Kromer; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Edward L. and Isabelle Marie (Maniscalco) 
Kromer; husband, Gordon L. Hayes, who 
passed away in 1998; three brothers, Samuel, 
Edward, and Dick Kromer; and a sister, Wendy 
Eiler. 

McCabe Funeral Home Inc.  
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Sgt. 1st Class Earl L. Roach (ret.) 
of Punxsutawney 
March 1, 1966 - November 6, 2023 
Earl graduated from Central Cambria High 

School in 1985, where he lettered in wrestling, 

http://www.mccabewaldronfh.com
http://www.deeleyfuneralhome.com
http://www.deeleyfuneralhome.com
http://www.deeleyfuneralhome.com
http://www.mccabewaldronfh.com
http://www.mccabewaldronfh.com
http://www.deeleyfuneralhome.com
http://www.mccabewaldronfh.com
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33 Hillcrest Dr.,  
Punxsutawney  

(814) 938-5400

Alex J. Park  
Owner,  

Funeral Director  
Supervisor  

William C. Deeley  
Funeral Director  

Douglas A. Deeley  
Funeral Director

"Serving the  
community we live in."

dargyfh.com  
 117 N. Jefferson St., Punxsutawney 

814-938-8200

Jacob T. d’Argy 
OWNER /  FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Kelsey E. Makin 
SUPERVISOR /  FUNERAL DIRECTOR  
Call for an appointment to prearrange, meet our staff,  

tour any of our facilies or for any other questions.

Happy Thanksgiving

Hometown Punxsutawney magazine’s  
Christmas Edition is Coming soon.  Schedule your  

beautiful, full color Holiday Greeting Today!

Call or Text Mary at 814-952-3668 
or Call Tracey at 814-938-9084 

or just send an e-mail to schedule your holiday ad 
hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com

n Nov. 29: Book donations accepted 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Punx’y Memorial 
Library. Limit 2 boxes or bags per person. 
n Dec. 1 & 2: Grange’s Helping Hands 

free clothing. Friday, noon to 4 p.m., and 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Grange 
Church of God.  
n Dec. 2: Smicksburg Cookie Tour, var-

ious locations around town.  
n Dec. 2: Christmas Bazaar at First 

Church of God, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., sponsored 
by FCOG Youth.  
n  Dec. 2: 3rd Annual Last Stop Christ-

mas Shop, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Heritage 
House, Brookville.  
n Dec. 2: 2nd Annual Pj’s & Pancakes 

with Santa & Phil, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., at Gobbler’s Knob. $10 per person, 
tickets needed. Presented by Groundhog 
Club and Weather Discovery Center. 
n Dec. 2: Dinner at Rossiter Vol. Fire Co., 

4 p.m. 
n Dec. 3: 2nd Annual Hilltop Holiday, 

noon to 5 p.m., at 695 S. Main St., Punx’y, 
presented by Hilltop Co-op and The Bark-
ing Lot. This is an outdoor event.  
n Dec. 6: PAHS Chorus Concert, 7 p.m., 

at PAHS Auditorium.  
n Dec. 7: Hanukkah begins at sundown.  
n Dec. 7: Blood Drive, noon to 5 p.m., at 

Solid Rock Community Church, Big Run. 
Benefits American Red Cross. 
n Dec. 7: Military Share Food Program, 

3 p.m., at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 
sponsored by Second Harvest Food Bank of 
Northwest PA. For information, call Second 
Harvest at (814) 459-3663, ext. 117. Must 
meet income requirements and have at least 
one person who has served or is serving in 
the Armed Forces or National Guard.  
n Dec. 9: Solid Rock Bundles of Bless-

ings Free Clothing Ministry, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., at the parsonage next to Solid Rock 
Community Church, 102 Church St., Big 
Run. Donations accepted by pre-arrange-
ment only. 
n Dec. 9: Big Run B.R.A.N.C.H.H. food 

distribution, 11 a.m. to noon, at First Chris-
tian Church of Big Run.  

Continued from page 16
Hometown Community n Dec. 10: All You Can Eat Breakfast, 7 

a.m. to 1 p.m., Perry Township Vol. Fire Co. 
Adults, $10; kids, $5; under 5, free. 
n Dec. 10: Holly Tour, 1 to 4 p.m., bene-

fits the Weather Discovery Center. Contact 
the center for a map or more information.  
n Dec. 13: PAHS Band Concert, 7 p.m., 

at PAHS Auditorium.  
n Dec. 16: “A Christmas Carol,” a one-

man performance by Brent Alan Burring-
ton, 2 p.m., at Brookville Presbyterian 
Church, sponsored by Jefferson County 
Historical Society. Tickets are $15 and are 
available at the History Center or at jchcon-
line.org. Youngsters aged 16 and under are 
free admission. 
n Dec. 17: All You Can Eat Breakfast, 7 

a.m. to noon, at McCalmont Township Fire 
Hall in Anita. Adults, $10; kids 5-12, $5; 
kids 4 & under, free. 
n Dec. 19: Blood Drive, noon to 6 p.m., at 

Punx’y VFW. Benefits American Red 
Cross. 
n Dec. 20: Drive-Through Community 

Dinner, 4:30 p.m., at Punx’y Presbyterian 
Church. Enter the alley off East Mahoning 
St. beside the hotel and drive toward Union 
St. Meals will be handed to the driver. The 
meal will include an entrée to heat at home 
and a dessert.  
*If your church will celebrate a milestone 

anniversary, such as the 50th anniversary of 
its founding, please let Hometown know 
about it. Such longevity should be recog-
nized with a story! You can email Home-
town@punxsutawneymagazine.com 

• • •

wall of her whole family. 
She had worked for Loree Footwear, Rola 

Jenson, and at SSCD School. 
Goldie is survived by six children, daughter 

Joyce (Bruce) Aufderklam,, daughter Mary 
(Don) Ross, son Jack (Lynn) B. Hicks, Jr., 
daughter Kay (Joe) Mennetti, and twin sons 
Dan (Kasie) Hicks  and David (Heather) Hicks; 
12 grandchildren, Shawn (Michele) Becker, 
Sherry (Mike) Snyder, Shana (Tom) Barnes, 
Donnie (Emily) Ross, Jesse (Sarah) Hicks, 
Colin (Jenna) Hicks, Dana (Tom) Bowser, 
Kayla (Brian) Stiglitz, Connor Hicks, Jordann 
Hicks, Brynn Hicks, and Bailee (Cody) Hill; 22 
great-grandchildren; a brother, Robert (Linda) 
Geist; a sister, Lois Elkin; a special niece 
Shirley (Al) Brothers; a sister-in-law, Nancy 
Geist; and numerous nieces, nephews, and 
great-nieces and great-nephews. 

In addition to her husband, Jack B. Hicks, and 
parents, Cozie V. (Troutman) and Paul S. Geist, 
she was preceded in death by her in-laws, Boyd 
and Velma Hicks; her siblings, Clair (Elsie) 
Geist, James (June) Geist, Harold (Isabella) 
Geist, Marie (Orvis) Newcome, Ethel (Russell) 
Shantz twin Paul “Jum” Geist, Carl Geist, and 
Pam Troutman; and a brother-in-law, Hugh 
Elkin. 

Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Please visit the websites of the funeral homes 

listed to view the complete obituary, sign their 
guestbooks, plant a tree, and offer your 
condolences. 

u 
If you have a loved one who has passed away and 

would like to publish the obituary in Punxsutawney 
Hometown magazine, please contact us at 
hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com or call 
(814) 952-3668.  

u u u

football, and track and field. “Go 
Red Devils!” 
After graduating, he enlisted 

immediately into the United States 
Army, proudly following in his 
father’s footsteps. He served 10 

years with the US Army in active duty, with 
another 12 years serving with the National 
Guard before his retirement in 2008 as a 
Sergeant First Class (SFC, E7). He was a 
veteran of the Persian Gulf War, as well as 
serving three tours in Korea, Germany, and Iraq. 
His extensive military career took him all over 
the US and the world.  

After leaving active duty, he moved back to 
the area from Georgia. He worked briefly at 
Brookville Wood Products before starting his 
career with Universal Well Services as a 
mechanic. He worked there for over 25 years 
before his early retirement in 2021. He is 
remembered by countless coworkers over the 
years as a hardworking and laid-back man who 
could fix anything in his path. 

In his free time, he was an avid hunter and 
fisherman. He enjoyed spending time with his 
pets and his wife and family. 

He is survived by his wife, Betty J. Donnelly 
(Daptko) Roach; a brother, Greg (fiancée, Carol 
Fleming) W. Roach; a sister, Diane (Kevin) L. 
Shaffer; and two nieces, Jenna Roach and 
Katelynn Shaffer. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Earl 
William and Linda Diane (Boucher) Roach. 

McCabe Funeral Home Inc.  
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Goldie G. Hicks of Punxsutawney 
September 27, 1936 - November 8, 2023 

Goldie was a sweetheart who loved 
all and who was loved by all. She 
loved her family, playing bingo and 
cards with her friends at the Towers, 
and enjoyed doing word puzzles. 
She is known for having a photo 

Continued from previous page

Call Reuben at 
814-249-2250 

LEAVE MESSAGE 

5” Gutters, 
Lots of colors!

 FREE ESTIMATES
1245 Schreckengost Rd. 

Mayport, PA 16240

Ringgold Seamless 
    Gutters

Gutters & Leaf Guard

• Heavy Gauge .018 
• 100% Aluminum 
• Handles Downpours

814-952-4543

• Collision Repair 
• Rust • Painting

2091 Porterfield Rd., Rossiter, PA

RIDGE AUTOBODY

mailto:hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com
mailto:Home�town@punxsutawneymagazine.com
mailto:Home�town@punxsutawneymagazine.com
http://www.deeleyfuneralhome.com
mailto:hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com
http://www.mccabewaldronfh.com
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All Your 
Building Supplies

BROCIOUS
LUMBER COMPANY

814-365-5111
Prompt Delivery

STOP BY OUR LOCATION AT 
50 JR Resources Dr., Ringgold, PA

Lumber • Plywood 
Doors • Windows 

Flooring 
Siding & Roofing

Very Smart.

115 Lenz Rd. 
Indiana, PA 15701

delaney.powerdealer.honda.com

What a Great Christmas Gift!

Honda Generators!

 
724-717-1500

DELANEY HONDA

(“From Our Past,” researched by S. Thomas 
Curry, features items of interest from past edi-
tions of Punxsutawney and area newspapers.)             
November 17, 1886 — The Burgess and 

Town Council of the borough of Punx-
sutawney have passed an ordinance prohibit-
ing the erection of frame buildings of any sort 
whatever in the business portion of town under 
penalty of having them removed as nuisances. 
In doing this the council has acted wisely and 
for the best interest of all, although, as might be 
expected, there are a few kickers. (Punx-
sutawney Spirit) 
Note: The ordinance was passed a month 

after the destructive fire of October 6, 1886, 
that destroyed three blocks of downtown 
Punxsutawney, leading to rebuilding and the 
erection of the Pantall Hotel in 1888, 
November 19, 1954 — Baseball fans of the 

area were interested in “baseball’s biggest 
deal” because it took Billy Hunter, formerly of 
Rossiter, to the Yankees. Hunter was the key 
figure in the gigantic deal and is to be groomed 
to take Phil Rizzuto’s spot at shortstop. Billy’s 
qualities should make him a star in Yankee 
uniform when Phil, one of the all-time greats, 
begins to slow down. (Punxsutawney Spirit) 
November 24, 1902 — It has been suggested 

that people do not pay enough attention to their 
back yards. The front yards are kept clean and 
beautiful with flowers, and there is no reason 
why the back yards should not receive the 
same attention. Instead of filling the back yards 
with rubbish and old outhouses, they should 
be kept as clean and as much care taken to 
beautify them as in the case with the front 
yards. This would tend to decrease the danger 
of disease which is often contracted through 
allowing rubbish, etc. to accumulate. (Punx-
sutawney News) 
November 24, 1897 — The Punxs’y High 

School foot ball team is to play the return game 

Teisha’s  
Flair For Hair

9909 Rte. 536 Punxsutawney 
Walk-Ins Welcome!

814-249-5489

Hair • Nails
Owner/Stylist Anteisha Stahlman  

Stylists: Lyndsey Cameron  
& Brianna Hoover 

Nail Tech: Jurnee Waltman 

Wishing you a Thanksgiving and Holiday 
Season Filled with Warmth and Beauty

20+ Colors  
NEW Camo!

ANSWERING 
SERVICE

Commercial &  
Residential

814-427-2921 

BUY 
 DIRECT

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

444 Rt. 410, Punx’y

Exterior, Storm Doors & Steel Doors

Wincore Windows 
Holmes Garage Doors

Manufacturer of Roofing & Accessories• 25 Year Bare Galvalume 
• 40 Year AZ50 #1 
 Cut to the inch - No waste! 
• Cannonball Tracks 
  Round & Square, Hardware  
• Loose Spikes  
• Variety of Nails, Air Nails 
• Screws Most Sizes 
• Temp Shield  
   Reflective Insulation 
• Double Bubble  
  4’x125’ or 6’x125’

Mon.-Fri. 6-5,  
Sat. Pickup only 7-Noon,  
Closed Sun. & Holidays

GREAT FOR 
CAMPS!

Sewer Line & Septic Tank Locator  
LOCALLY OWNED  

SERVING SURROUNDING AREAS

• Faucets • Sewer Line 
• Commodes • Leach Field 
• Water Lines • Sand Mounds 
• Drain Lines • Waterline Main 

• Water Heaters

SERVICE INCLUDES  
REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

with the DuBois team tomorrow afternoon. 
Quite a large crowd will accompany the local 
team to DuBois where the game will be 
played. The first game was won by the High 
School team. (Punxsutawney News) 
Note: Before 1913, a high school “foot ball 

team” was organized in each town to include 
high school age youth to play football in other 
communities with teams of similar ages. In 
1913 the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (PIAA) was organized with rules 
and guidelines for high school sports and rec-
ognized officially as high school teams. 
November 29, 1899 — It is rather odd that 

a town the size of Punxsutawney should have 
no way of conveying to strangers and resi-
dents the names of various streets. Clearfield, 
Indiana, and in fact all the towns in this vicin-
ity of any considerable size have the names of 
the streets posted on every corner, thus elimi-
nating the inconvenience and uncertainty of 
guessing where one is located. At a slight ex-
pense, cards or tin strips bearing the manes if 
the streets could be posted in their proper 
places. Our streets should be properly 
“tagged.” (Punxsutawney News) 
December 1, 1899 — J.L. Shields purchased 

a phonograph and has put it in his drug store 
for the gratuitous amusement and entertain-
ment of his friends and customers. The other 
evening he entertained an audience with the 
Battle of Santiago, the Battle of Manila, the 
Charge of Rough Riders, and many solos such 
as ‘Old Rag Time” and “There’ll be a Hot 
Time in the Old Town Tonight,” He is ready at 
all times to start the famous “talking machine” 
for customers to hear it talk, sing, play or fight 
a battle. (Punxsutawney News) 
Note: The reference to Santiago, Manila and 

Rough Riders was related to the Spanish-
American War fought in 1898 that involved 
the  United States in Cuba and the Philippines. 

• • •

HERE TO HELP WITH   
everyday  STRUGGLES.

Get step-by-step plans to flourish in 2023. 
Scan here to learn more:

or call: 724.801.8935
Shannon Sottile is a registered representative of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. 

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors 
Corp., a broker/dealer (member SIPC) and registered investment advisor. Insurance 

offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Mosaic Wealth Consulting is 
not an affiliate of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. 

CRN 5620011-041223



drug and alcohol abuse, and clothing and 
shelter for people in need, The Salvation 
Army is doing the most good at 7,200 
centers of operation around the country. 
In 2021, The Salvation Army was ranked 
No. 2 on the list of “America’s Favorite 
Charities” by The Chronicle of Philan-
thropy. For more information, visit Sal-
vationArmyUSA.org. Follow us on 
Twitter @SalvationArmyUS and #Do-
ingTheMostGood.  

• • • 
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588 W. Mahoning St. 
Punxsutawney

Let us take care of your vehicle 
We offer a full line of 

Auto Repairs 
WE'VE GOT TIRES!

CARULLI AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

938-9584

Have a 
GREAT  

Festival 

814-618-5653 
207 Hampton Ave., Punx’y 

ORDER ONLINE AT  
foxspizza.com/store/pennsylvania/ 

punxsutawney-pa  
Closed Mon. • Tue. - Thurs. 10:30-8,  

Fri. & Sat. 10:30-9 •  Sun.11-8 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

Home 
of the 

Big 
Daddy

www.shopnsavefood.com

PUNXSY

Fresh Bakery, Deli & Fruits 
We Sell Only U.S.D.A. Choice  

Beef, Pork, Lamb and Veal

938-2821

FULL SERVICE 
SUPER MARKET

Groundhog Plaza, Punx’y

Mon.-Sat. 7 am - 9 pm 
Sun. 7 am - 6 pm

Download our App

CONTEST RULES 
1. Complete the coupon on this page. 
2. Guess the winning team and the total number of 

points you think will be scored in the Steelers vs.  
Patriots Game and enter the guesses in the spaces 
provided on the coupon. 

3. Enter one of the participating advertisers on this 
page in the space provided to redeem your coupon 
should you be the contest winner. 

4. Clip and forward the coupon to: ‘Steelers Football 
Contest,’ c/o Hometown magazine, 129 Aspen Road, 
Punxsutawney, PA 15767.  PLEASE MARK YOUR 
TEAM PICK & TOTAL POINTS ON THE 
OUTSIDE OF THE ENVELOPE. ONLY 
ONE ENTRY PER ENVELOPE.  

5.  Entries must be received by 4 p.m.  Mon., Dec. 4. 
6. No purchase necessary to participate.  All entries  

must be original magazine coupon (no photocopies).   
7. In the event two or more contestants correctly pick 

the winning team and total number of points, one win-
ner will be randomly selected and awarded the winning 
prize. In event two or more contestants tie for closest 
to the total score, one winner will be randomly selected 
to win the $20 certificate.  Each issue we will give one 
$20 certificate. 

8. Hometown magazine retains the right to make any final 
decisions regarding the contest, and by submitting an entry, 
contestants agree to abide by the rules of the contest.

Hometown magazine ‘Steelers Football Contest’: 
Complete, Clip, Drop off or Mail to: Steelers Football Contest 

c/o Hometown magazine, 129 Aspen Road, Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

Name __________________________________  
Address ________________________________  
Zip __________________________________  
Phone ________________________________  

Coupon for Game of Mon., Dec. 4 
Step 1: Guess the Winning Team: 
      __ Steelers vs.   __ Patriots 
Step 2: Guess the Total Points that will be 
Scored in that Game: _______ Total Points 
Step 3: Should I win, I would like to redeem 
my merchandise certificate at: 
(List b  usiness from this page) _____________________

STEELERS  
2023-24 SCHEDULE

Steelers vs. Patriots 
Thursday, Dec. 7 • 8:15 p.m.

Sun. Sept. 10 49ers 1:00 
Mon. Sept. 18 Browns  8:15 
Sun. Sept. 24 @ Raiders 8:20 
Sun. Oct. 1 @ Texans 1:00 
Sun. Oct. 8 Ravens* 1:00 
Sun. Oct. 22 @ Rams* 4:05 
Sun. Oct. 29 Jaguars* 1:00 
Thu. Nov. 2 Titans 8:15 
Sun. Nov. 12 Packers* 1:00 
Sun. Nov. 19 @ Browns* 1:00 
Sun. Nov. 26 @ Bengals* 1:00 
Sun. Dec. 3 Cardinals* 1:00 
Thu. Dec. 7 Patriots* 8:15 
TBD @ Colts* TBD 
Sat. Dec. 23 Bengals* 4:30 
Sun. Dec. 31 @ Seahawks* 4:05 
TBD @ Ravense* TBD 

*Some Weeks May Be Subject To “Flexible Scheduling”

TO QUALIFY FOR THE CONTEST YOU MUST MARK YOUR TEAM PICK & TOTAL POINTS ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE  ENVELOPE. ONLY ONE ENTRY PER ENVELOPE.

TRY THE REAL TASTE OF BEEF

Ted’s  
Meat Market

large selection of local farm fresh beef & pork

814-653-2147 CREDIT CARDS  
ACCEPTED

No water or chemicals added to our fresh products

Owned & Operated by Ted Palumbo & Sons

Mon-Wed 8-5, Thur-Fri 8-6; Sat 8-12 
1 1/4 mi East of Reynoldsville on 4th St. 
or 6 mi West of DuBois on Wayne Road

• Package Deals • Party Trays • Meat & Cheese 
• Old-Fashioned Sugar-Cured Hickory Smoked Ham

PLUS, with any Arch Card purchase of $25 or more 
 you’ll receive a coupon book worth $50 in savings!

HOLIDAY ARCH CARDS MAKE GREAT STOCKING  
STUFFERS FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST!

Downtown 
Punx’y

We accept Visa,  
Mastercard & Access Card

6036 Rt. 119, Punx’y 
North of Big Run 

 814-427-2363 

John Biggie, Jr.
Tues. - Thurs.; 8 to 5; Fri. 8 to 5;  
Sat. 8 to 4; Closed Sun. & Mon.

THE PLACE WHERE GREAT MEALS BEGIN

Specializing  
in the finest 
quality Beef, 

Pork, Chicken & 
Smoked Meats

• PACKAGE DEALS 
• DAILY SPECIALS

ORDER ONLINE: www.biggiesqualitymeats.com

100% Born  
& Raised in 
the USA beef  
REAL AMERICAN 

BEEF  
not the other stuff.

SSEENNDD  IINN  YYOOUURR  EENNTTRRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!    
YYOOUU  HHAAVVEE  TTOO  PPLLAAYY  TTOO  WWIINN!!Red Kettle History

In 1891, Salvation Army Capt. Joseph 
McFee was distraught because so 
many poor individuals in San Francisco 
were going hungry. During the holiday 
season, he resolved to provide a free 
Christmas dinner for the destitute and 
poverty-stricken. He only had one major 
hurdle to overcome – funding the 
project. 
Where would the money come from, 

he wondered. He lay awake nights, 
worrying, thinking, praying about how 
he could find the funds to fulfill his 
commitment of feeding 1,000 of the 
city’s poorest individuals on Christmas 
Day. As he pondered the issue, his 
thoughts drifted back to his sailor days 
in Liverpool, England. He remembered 
how at Stage Landing, where the boats 
came in, there was a large, iron kettle 
called “Simpson’s Pot” into which 
passers-by tossed a coin or two to help 
the poor. 
The next day Capt. McFee placed a 

similar pot at the Oakland Ferry Landing 
at the foot of Market Street. Beside the 
pot, he placed a sign that read, “Keep 
the Pot Boiling.” He soon had the 
money to see that the needy people 
were properly fed at Christmas. 
Six years later, the kettle idea spread 

from the west coast to the Boston area. 
That year, the combined effort 
nationwide resulted in 150,000 
Christmas dinners for the needy. In 
1901, kettle contributions in New York 
City provided funds for the first 
mammoth sit-down dinner in Madison 
Square Garden, a custom that 
continued for many years. Today in the 
United States, the Salvation Army 
assists more than four-and-a-half 
million people during the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas time periods. 
Capt. McFee’s kettle idea launched a 

tradition that has spread not only 
throughout the United States, but all 
across the world. Kettles are now used 
in such distant lands as Korea, Japan, 
Chile, and many European countries. 
Everywhere, public contributions to 
Salvation Army kettles enable the 
organization to continue its year-round 
efforts at helping those who would 
otherwise be forgotten. (from 
salvationarmyusa.org) 

• • •

The Salvation Army’s Red Kettles are a familiar 
part of the holiday landscape. (photo courtesy 
of The Salvation Army) 

Continued from page 23

Local Salvation

http://www.shopnsavefood.com
http://www.biggiesqualitymeats.com
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PUNXSUTAWNEY 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

220 North Jefferson Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767 
December 10, 2023 

Doors Open at 6 p.m. • Show Time at 7 p.m. 
For Tickets call 814-938-9632 

Tickets on sale now at the  
Community Center from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  

Prices: $70, $60 & $50 
(admin/processing fees not included)

Grammy®-winning songstress Crystal Gayle is 
a beloved country music icon. She’s had 22 
No. 1 country hits. Crystal was the first female 
artist in country music history to reach platinum 
sales with her first album. Named the Most 
Performed Country Female Artist on radio. 
Opry legend Loretta Lynn is her sister.

Twitty & Lynn shows give country music fans 
a chance to look back in time. They share the 
electrifying chemistry of their grandparents: 
Tre is the grandson of Conway Twitty, Tayla 
is the granddaughter of Loretta Lynn.

Enjoy an evening of 
Classic Hits and 

Christmas Classics


