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JUNE
Friday
'I:\C ‘H\crtls one ‘I'}\ihs I"ﬁ.-'r. 1cnr‘h:c{ -Fr'om my )'mrs
of beihg, a kid, its that you have ZERO control

over ?!our own life.

Ever since school let out . T haven+ had nh?!-fhihs
Tve needed 4o DO or qhyw]xerr: TVve needed +o
BE. As iahg as +he ﬂir-mh&i‘ﬁohihﬁ was 'workiha
and the TV remote had batteries in it, T was all

set for a relnx?ha summer Vacation.

But then, out of +he blue, THIS ha??em&-

PACK YOUR BAGS.
WERE GOING ON
A ROAD TRIP!
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This isnt the FIRST +time Mom has sprung a 1rip
on us without any warning. Last year on the first
cln?' of summer, she said we were 50]»’\5 uPsh.*I'c
for a few &a}{s +o visit Auhﬂ' Loretta at *ﬂ'\e

nursin& homl:.

T+ wasnt emd'l?l my idea of a fun way +o kick
off the summer. One +ime when we visited Aunt
Loret+ta, her roommate 5rnbbed me and wouldnt le+
g0 until a staffer gave her a chocolate LH? mutfin.

But Mom was J“H Hu-l':-FFhs about going to the
nursing home. A+ breakfast the next morning, she
told us where we were REALLY going.



WE'RE GOING
TO DISNEY

Me ﬂhd F"?' IJI"O‘H‘]E.F Rodf‘;('.k WETre hﬂ??y, I:lE.EduUSE

we were both dr&ndiha s?ahdihs +he first week
of summer Vacation ?1 a?(iha shuffleboard at a

i SEhS hume.

But H‘}\Eh m?f li+te bror'?’."mrj Mdhh}(. l\.tdr& about
the chahﬂe in ?Inhs, he -I'n-mll}e LOST i+ Mom
had +alked up +he Aunt Loretta trip so much
+hat Mdhh?? was dt‘.'h.rd“)’ EXCITED about going.




We ended vp POSTPONING our +rip to Disney
so we could visit Aunt Loretta. Youd think Mom
would ve learned her lesson about Sur‘?rise +r‘iP5

after THAT one.

T know EXACTLY where +his road trip idea
came from, because the new issve of "Fmil}( Frolic”

magazine came in the mail -I‘ucl-ay.

TfT had +o guess, T4 Sd?f 90% of e‘ur:r)i-l'hihs

we &o as a {drﬂd)! comes from i&eus Mom 5=+s from
+ha+t magazine. And when T saw the latest issve,
T knew it was gonha get Moms wheels +urhih3.
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Family Frolic
m\ltmunuumrsx

TAKE THE ULTIMATE ROAD TRIP!

Tve ﬂi??ed +1\rau5h "Fam.‘i?' Frolic” a few times,
and T have to admit, the pictures nlwnys make
r.ve.rfi‘hiha look like a lot of fun.
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But 'H\ere must be Soml‘:‘l'hihs wrong WH*‘! OUR

family, because we can never measure up to +he

ones +hey shnw in the mnsnzine.

i & guess Mom's not giving up, +‘ncu3h. She said
this road trip is gonna be awesome and +hat
s?eh&ihs a lot of time +:}3¢+}1er in the car will be
a "bah&ihﬂn experience for the whole fdm?lf.

£.53

T +4ried o +alk her into 1e++ih5 us do snnrﬂwins
NORMAL, like going to a water ?ark for +he
cln?t, but Mom didn+ want +o hear it.
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She said the whole ?oih'i‘ of +his +n‘? is to do
+hih55 we Ve hever done before and to have

“authentic’ Ex?eriehces.

'I 'l']'muS,n‘r Mom wouH Ve L::n?td pnd in about l\tr
road -I’r.'? idtn, but d??nl’th'ﬂ?' I'. was wrong.

Because when he got home from work, he seemed

)

Jus+ as surt[':rised as us kids.

Dad +old Mom i+ was a bad +ime +o be dlwd?’ from
work and he didnt want to use his vacation da?zs

unless he nbsdu-i‘ely HAD to. But Mom said there’s
ho'l'hihs more im?orﬂ'nhi' +han s?mdihs time wiﬂ\

your 'F-:Im'ﬂ?h &
.




Then Dad +old Mom he was rt:nﬂ?( hn?ihg to get
his BOAT out on the water this weekend, and if
we went on a road trip, he wouldn+ be able +o.

Mom nh& pn& 3t+ ulohs Prt'l-l'y well in sehtrn!,
but ‘H‘\E one 'fhihs ‘H‘m'l‘JS aunrdh'fttdc +o cause a
fight between them is Dad’s boat.

A few ycu.rs ago, Mom sent Dad out 4o Se-i' Some
milk, but n|oh3 +he wn)/ he s?o‘H‘td a boat for sale
in Someone's 'Frah‘l' )Jnrd. Ahd I:::-Fnri: ?lnu khtw L

+’ne bnn‘i‘ wds in our Jrr"u':wm)f.

Mom was mad that Dad didnt check with her
-First because ].'\d‘u'ihs a boat is a ton of 'wark.



But Dad said it was nlwnys his dream to own a
boat and that we could sPehJ ﬂery weekend out
on the water as a -Familf.

So Dad got to KEEP +he boat, and he seemed
rmllf hn??}(. But -I‘h-'hss went downhill fast.

A few Ju?fg later, some P:u?le from +the

Hontowhers* Assac:’n'ﬁoh knocked on our door.



‘ﬂ-\a?r said there were rules in our heighbcrhaad

uanihS'l‘ ]'mvihs a boat ?nr‘kad in front of yaur‘
house and +old Dad he had 4o move it 4o the back.

The boat sat in the hackrar‘d for the whole
summer because Dad was +oo {)u5>.! and didnt have
time to use it. Then, in the fall, one of Dad’s
coworkers told him hed have to WINTERIZE
"r’ne boat o Pra‘l':r:’r it {r‘om 'l"\e '.::-1& w:n‘l‘,nl:r.

Dad found out it would cost more +o winterize the
boat than it cost him 40 BUY i+, so he decided
he'd +ake his chances. And sure ehau‘g}w, two
weeks later, when +he temperature clro?PeJ below
-Fr:ez.ihs, a I:-is crack nll':?r:nre& in ﬁ'\r. hu".
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When i+ started to snow, Dad rolled +he boat
under the back deck, and it sat there all winter.
Tn the spring, Mom started using it fo store all

sorts of \juhk from the house.

[

T}‘\E next summer, Dad decided he was gonha fix
+he boat.
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But when he went o ?u” it out from under the
Jﬁtk, he discnvered a -anil)f mc raccoons |i1u'|'h3 fal

pur alcl wash’ha rnd.-:h.'he..

Dad called an exterminator +o get rid of +he
raccoons, but when he heard how much THAT was
gonna cost, he decided +o take care of it himself.

B}t +hen T"'.nnhy had heard about the I:ml:}f

raccoons livihg in the wns}mihs mdchihc, and Mom
had +o s-h:? .

12



The boat's been siHihS there ever since. 1 havent
heard r.t'ny scurf;;ihg sounds coming from under the

cle-:k for a wh’le, so I'n 5uessih5 +\1e. raccoons

mm*ed out.

'Eh&ny, Mom told Dad he had the whole rest of
the summer +o get his boat out on the water, and
he Pre-l-ly much gave up after that.

Mom said we were gonha leave first H\ins in the
momiha, 50 we he:de& +o start Pdck;hﬂ for

‘H‘\: ‘h"i?. S’nt +a|ci E\rer?fonz ‘o I:rfha ‘I'}\r. “bare
essentials” so we could fi+ wer?&hihﬂ in the minivan.
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But IJ;/ +he time we got all our stuff out in the
Jrivtwa.f , it was ?re-H)' clear we had a space ?mHam.

Mom started going +'nr‘ou3}'\ averyﬂ'\ihﬁ and
sorting it into two Fi1e5 — the +hih35 we heeded
and the -Hnihss we didnt. Rodrick was Pre-H}'
stn?Pth-l'ad w}weh some of Jnis “essentials” didn+
make +}~.e cut.
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Mom made me leave a bunch of small stuff behind,
which seemed prefty ridiculous considering that
Md.hh?z's ?Ias-i'ic PGH'?' was coming :tlahs for +he ride.

Whenever we take a +ri? that's Iohger‘ than
fifteen minutes, Mom l:rihgs Mdhh?’]ls F"H?' "Jus-l'
in case. Dut T get r‘eu"?x uncomfortable whenever
Mdhh}( uses it.

Mom wouldn® let me and Rodrick +ake ur-.?r
electronics on the trip, even 'I‘huugh 'I‘he.?l bdr‘e!y
take up nhy space.
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She's uiwnys snyihﬁ kids these duys dont know
how to socialize because -H-\ey’ve. cnhs-hh-l'l?f got
+heir noses +wo inches from a screen.

But 'I:*" +ell you 'l"‘u's-‘ N}\Eh 'I. 'nn'h‘t ki&s, I*rn
gonna let them ?ln}l with whatever kind of gadget

-H\ey WANT. Tf you ask me, electronics are the
ke?' o fnmiiy' }‘\ﬂf?ihﬁss-

E-"ﬂ:h after Mom went 'I'hraush r:‘u':r;; sihalt item in
+he &riuewu.y and cut out all +he +’th35 we didn+
need, there was STILL way too much to it in

-ﬂ\e Van.
I su&scsﬂ& we rent one of ﬂ'\aSt 3;“h+ recreational

\-'»:Hd:s, because we could fit all our stuff in i+ and

have room o spare.
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The way T see it, if you want the whole 'F:hrvﬂ?‘ to

5¢+ d.iohg_, ever}vann needs their own space. Ah&

with one of those souped-up RVs, we could s?ehd

WEEKS on the road without even bun?Iha into
ohe ahoﬂ\tr.

But Mom said RVs are oo cxPehsi‘u and H\e?l

3!:'!‘ terrible 9as rm'l:djc, so that PU'|' ah end to
+hat idea.

Raclr‘fck snid mn?!be we cnui& 5e+ ohe of ‘H‘\OSE

+railers 7"9” +ow BEHIND the car, which sounded

smart to me.
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But it was ?re-l-l')' clear Rodrick was imagining
the 4railer as a sort of mim-u?ar-fmen-l' for
HIMSELF, so that wasn+ gonna ﬂf , either.

Then Dad rang in with his OWN idea. He said we
couH solve H‘\c whoh space 155ue {:7 JUS‘I‘ ?U‘}'Hhs
the stuff that didnt fi+ in the van into the
BOAT, which we could 4ow behind us.

T +hink Mom realized there wasn+ redﬂy another

aF‘i‘ioh, so S'.I'\E cn"fr.& in. But 3t+'l'ih3 'I'}\r. boat into

‘1";1: &rhrtwuy was easier sm'& ‘H‘\dh dahc.
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Not ahl;f did we have to +ake all the Juhl: out of
ﬂ\e bu:rh but it turned out ﬂ’were. was o | REE
growihg -I-hraush the bottom. T+ +ook three hours
+o Sﬁ *I'he Iaon-i' out from under ‘H'\e &eck ; dh&

let me just say Mom did not txnd!}l go out of her
wn?l +to l‘\tl?.

L

After we 50+ the boat into +he drh-rewu}:, Dad
Pu-fcht& up +he hole in the bottom and the crack
in the hull with some duct -I'n?e.

T Jus-f ho?e were not going ahywhera hear water
on +his "rri? ” 'I‘housh.
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Because as far as T know, the boat didnt come

with any life preservers.

a
Even with the added space we got from the boat,
the minivan was still Pr‘e'l"l'y full. T snuck my ?i"ow
on board at the last second, becavse T decided T
was entitled to at least ONE 1wur?! item.

2 8 {igure.d Rodrick would want to sit in the back
of the van, because whenever we g0 d.hfwhe.ra as d
fam'l?t, he likes o stretch out and take a nap.

E-'H'EI’)! once in d w}\ﬂt we |l -For&rl' Roc{rick IS even
back 'l'}\err:.
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This Easter, we made i+ huifwn?z +l'\ruu5’n church
before Mom realized Rodrick never made i+ out of

'H\ g Vdh. Kmk

Back w}\eh we hn& a Station wagoh, me and
Rodrick used +o sit in the way back TOGETHER,
in a seat ﬂ'm‘l' {nct& ‘I’l\c rear wih&ow. But we Sn'l'
N 555 trouble when we Fin?'té a ?rac‘ri:d J'al:t on
Mom and Dad that ended up getting us Puiied
over 57 the police.

=

When we Sa*l' in the van +o&n?‘, Rodrick offered
me the backseat.
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E ncr.a?-l't& before he could chnhge his mind, but T
should ve known his offer was +oo 5nod to be trve.

Before we ?ulitd out of the Jrivewa}:, Mom said
we were +nkih5 a "s?tcial 3u¢s+" along for the
ride. For a second T was worried we were ?}ckihs
someone ELSE up, because with all our stuff in
the van +he7"d have 1o sit on the ROOF.

But Mom u?ehﬂd' her purse and Pu"ed out a piece
of paper wH‘}\ a drnwihg on it.
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The drnwihe, was Flat 5+uh1e?(, a character from a
book I r‘end n Secohd Srnde.

FL:H' S+nh|=?' 15 d fmy w}m 5&1‘5 Squnshe& b}( a
bulletin board that falls off his bedroom wall in
the middle of the his}ﬂ'.

And when +}1t?! ?uﬂ +the bulletin board off him,
he's as thin as a ?Ir:-:.t of paper.

23



E +hnu3h+ it was ?re-l-ly cool that Flat 5+anle}(
could fold himself vp and get mailed +o his
grandmas, or have his brother ﬂy him like a kite.

But Tl +ell you +his: T4 Flat S'I':mle}i had
a brother like RODRICK, T guarantee he
wouldnt survive a whole &a}'.
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E reuiI?: liked the book, but it kind of freaked me

out, teo. One -I'Hhs it did was give me a den'ﬂ-\if
fear of bulletin boards.

ARE YOU SURE

YOU DONT WANT
THE BED? ITS A
LOT MORE COMFY!

THAT'S OK,
YOU TAKE
Im!

".,-" e |

Th second Srdde; ew:r;,'ohe n my class had 4o
color in a cutout of Flat 5+nh|e?r and mail him to
a friend or relative who lived far away.

'ﬂ-\eh +hat person was su??age& +o take a ?.'c-!'ur‘e
of Flat S+nh|¢?( in front of Soma'ﬂ'\iha interesting
and mail him back with the ?hn-fn.

25



My friend Rowhy sent Flat S+a.h1e?f +o a bunch
of his relatives and got lots of cool pictures
back. Rowh?f even sent him to his uncle who lives
in Asia, and he ook a picture of Flat S-i‘nh'le.?' in
front of the Great Wall of China.

@ qé-%%’“

(ol

Well, +he first person Mom sent MY Flat 5+an|e)*
to was her cousin S-I'aca?', who lives out in Seattle.
But she ?r'obabiy wasnt the best choice.

5+a:a>( s one of -I']hase Ftn?lt w}m }\ndr& all sorts
of 5+u-F-F, like hewspapers and mdsnz.ihl:s, so Mom
shouicjtl‘u knawh ‘I'}m‘!' once ]htr cousin 5&‘1‘ }\:r
hands on Flat S‘i'dhlt?? he wasnt coming back.
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"E:r&n?!, Mom said she was gonna take ?haﬁ:s

of our rew Flat 5+dh1t?( in front of all the cool
Flnccs we Visit and then make a s::ru.?bmk of our
‘Pri?. And as soon as we got on +he hisl\wu?u she
started snapping pictures. But she was ?rnbu.bly
a little too eager, because her first few pictures

weren + e:mdly keepers.




When Mom wasn+ +nkih3 pictures, Flat 5+dh|t}f
was -haFe& +o the front m’r-cuhdi-’riahiha vent.
All T can 547 s, he was hnvihs a lot better ride
than T was. The windows in the back of the van
dont open, and the vents were blocked b?' all
our |u35d.3c, so I wash + Scﬂihs ANY cold air.

What made me even MORE uncomfortable was the
fact +hat Mom was in control of +he trip. Mom
u.lwn)fs tries to mkt H‘.Jhas about tducn'ﬁoh, u.h-:i
T knew she was gonha turn +his experience into
ohe long lesson.

Shejs been n.l.aihs -i'hn“l‘ ever since | was litte. I
remember wheh 'J: So+ scratched b}! Grammas cat

and Mom tried o turn it into o "+m:l\4'h3 moment.
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Sure ehough, a half hour into the trip +odn;/,
Mom started in with the educational stuff.

She had borrowed a bunch of CDs from the librury
that teach S?ahis}\, and said wed use the Iahs
stretches on the road to learn a new |ﬂuh50d3t as

a far-.il;.(.

x

N \QW

LEARN TO
SPEAK
SPANiSH
FLUENTLY

LT
VRO,

Moms nlwnys sny.‘hs that |=nrrﬁn3 a fnrefsh
ldhgudse i5 +}~.e best+ +Hh3 }'ou canh do for )Jaur
brain. 'ﬂ".n‘t' nﬁa}ﬁ be true, but I think she should

leave the actval TEACHING +o +he schools.
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Mom decided i+ would be a saod idea o expose me
o a Farciah lnhsuaﬂe mrl}( on, so when 1 was in
first s'r'dcle , she would ?U+ the SPahish-s?edkiha
t’;\nhmls on TV w-'nﬂe we ate breakfast.

Mom would rePen'I' whatever 'ﬂ'-.c}( said on the
+elevision, but when SHE said the words +11e?1
came out a litte bit cii-gl:rth‘r.

TANGO
HAMBURGERS!

HAMBRE!

T ended vp leo.rhihﬂ all sorts of ?hruses +hat
weren + righ-h For example, the way ?rou're
SUPPOSED +o say “What's your name  in
S?nh;s}\ is “Cémo e llamas.” Well, T know that
NOW becauvse T learned it in my middle school
S?nh{sh class.
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But when T was little, Mom +nu31'\+ me +hat
“What's your name  in S?nhish is e amo, which
ACTUALLY means "L love }(:}u." j:JuS‘f wish
T Kad known that before T said i+ 4o a million
different ?eoFle.

"\B&ny, Mom ?1“7“]' +he first +wo Spnhish CDs,

but she got frustrated +hat no one seemed 4o be
Pu.)(iha attention. So sh: swi‘l'c}\cc{ gears nhc{ Snic{
we were gonna Fia?l d car game s"\e read about in

,htr rnusn?.ihe.
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The game was called Ai?hnbﬁ Groceries, and you
?l“]’ it like this: The first ?layer has +o name an
item you. can get at +he grocery store that starts
with the letter “A.” The next person has +o come
up with an item that starts with "B,” and so on.

Tfa ?lnyer CAN'T come vp with an item that
starts with their letter, +he?fjr‘e out of the gdme.

Mom said T should go first, so T said "a?Ple,"
which T guess was kind of an obvious choice.
Rodrick was up hext, but he said he couldn+t come
up with nhy food that started with "B.”

I.'m frr.'Hy sure he was 1}‘Ih5 ‘o 5:'1' out of hd‘fihﬂ
+o ?h?r +he game, but with Rodrick, you never khow.
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When Rodrick 3n+ knocked out, the turn went 4o
Mahh;;, who came up with his word r;3h+ away.

Mom started c|n??ih5, but T Pnihﬂ& out that
"bn?Plc" isnt a real word. She said Mdhh)l s Jus+
|i:nrhih3 ‘H‘-t n|?,nd.bt+ duh{i ‘I'}wad' we all nee& o

o oy,
ehcourage Hm.

I ciui'l‘ n ?r‘a'l'eﬁ ; and from ﬂ\t‘n on it was 0h|?l
Mahh)( , Mom, and Dad Flaf;hﬂ' T r‘e,a.“?( wished
m?l earPiuss weren+ buried in rq?' duffel bas under
a FHE of suitcases 3 because -ﬂxa hext hnur and a

half was Pr‘ch‘?! Pnih{uL
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All that +alk of food was nc+uuﬂy getting me kind
of huhsr}(, and when T saw a sigh for a drive-
through place at the next exit, T asked Mom if
we could ?u" over. Put Mom said we wouldnt be
stopping at any of THOSE kinds of restavrants,
because ‘ﬂ'qt?' dont serve “real food."

She said fast-food ?intes lure kids in with chenP
Plnﬁ'ic ‘I'a}(s to +rick ﬂ‘\zm into t-ﬂins sugar and
fat, and we werent gonha fall into +hat trap.

Mom said she had a MUCH better alternative and
handed me a lunch baﬂ with my name on it.

Uwzw\

(OSHF CERL

m"'.' \ous ACT’VF T.'Esr

cc 1
\8} '
R
-'r g ALL MIMED UP ToOo PUNNY
he words Wiy did Hha

t g the wacky ph-u? @ i+ like
SR MESUMR ELRIANGH

D | |st nrur A aiting: it

NAME THAT NOBEL PRIZE WINNER!

SR A

_E_  _oT_ i P |
-t_as i, g s “‘L"_l

34



Mom said she 3°+ +he Hammy Meal idea from
"Fw-u'l}r Frolic,” which T quess should not have

come dS d Sul“PﬁSL

'Ihsi&t 'H‘m Iau.ﬂ was a tuna ﬁs]\ Sdhdwic’m
an orange, and a little carton of mik, ?lus
something wrd??ed in tinfoil.

Mom said T had to eat my fruit before T
uhwrn??cci ‘1‘}1\: +ih1faﬂ, because ﬂ‘m‘l‘ was m}x "Friz.l:."

But T wish T Kad Juﬁ‘ a?emd it risl'\-l‘ away,
becavse T wouldnt have eaten the whole orange
i T'd known the Prize was d ?nck of math
flash cards.

Rodrick got flash cards in HIS lunch, too0, and
we could both see where +his was headed. So before
Mom could 4urn +he next hour of the 'h"i? into a
'h.a'l'nrihg session, 1 Fu"e& out one of the games
Mom had ?ﬂckecl in a big tote I:uas.



The game % Srnhbté was called “T Must Confess,”
and when Mom saw it she got so excited she forso-i'
all about the flash cards.

'I I"Cdd ‘H\t rules, whic’n were ?rt'H‘f sfrn?k: One
person takes a card from the deck and reads i+

out loud o z\rer?!oha else.

| Must Confess...

... F'VE MET A
FAMOUS PERSON.

Tf one of the Pin?!ers has done +he 'I'th +hat's
written on the card, -Hwe?f earn a point. And the
first ?lnyar to get fen points wins.

]: was da little sk:?‘h‘:nﬂ at -ﬁrs*l', but I have +o
admit, the game was u.c-hmﬂ?ﬂ kind of FUN. T
learned a lot of -H-\ihss about Mom and Dad T

never knew before.
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T found out that Dad had a ?e.-f chameleon wheh
he was a kid and that Mom dyed her hair blond

once, which r'e.d.llr Sur?risecl me.

Believe it or not, even RODRICK was getting
nto +he game. He got a point for be?hs +he ahiy
person who'd ever sle?*r out n'u’:rrﬁa‘ﬁ for tickets
40 a concert, and ANOTHER ?nih‘f for getting
a {:-ug stuck in his ear, which T remember like i+
was }(as-terdn?e.




Dad and Rodrick were neck and neck with nine
points, and whoever scored next would win the
game. Mom seemed ﬁ:aﬂy hd???f wer‘yohe was
getting n|ohs and haviha fun.

Then she ?ulled a new card out of +the deck and
read it.

I MUST CONFESS
I'VE TOILET-PAPERED
A NEIGHBORS

Th Pr:‘H’)’ sure Mom 'I'}wush'l' no ohe was gohha
get a Pth'} on that card, because she was alread
reachihﬂ for the next one. But Rodrick started

acting like he had Just won the 1n+-ltr?r.
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Mom +1‘mu3}\+ Rodrick was I?lihs to get a pont,
but he told her i+ was TRUE. He said that a
few months ago, he and his bandmates toilet-
Pn?er'e& Mrs. TuHhJs }snuse next door after she
cd.ﬂed ‘I'}\e ?n'lite +to camPluih ‘H‘\E?J were makih&

+oo

Rodrick ‘|'hauah+ ‘H\c whole ‘f’ﬁihﬁ was ?TE‘H‘?’
{uhhy, but Mom didn+ seem amused.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT:
YOU AND TWO OF YOUR
BANDMATES TOILET-
PAPERED AN ELDERLY
WOMAN'S HOUSE?

3



T£ T was Rodrick, T wouldve ci‘mhstﬁ my s-h::r?'
real :iuick and said T was Just \jokihs around to

win the game. But Rodrick didnt seize his chance
to bail out.

Mom had Dad P”" over to the side of the road,

then handed Rodrick her Pl\ﬂht and made him call
Mrs. Tuttle to nPoloaiz.t, which was awkward for

:Vcr?'nh: in ‘H\r_ car,

I'™ SORRY FOR
TOILET-PAPERING
YOUR HOUSE...

_ f(_

A{fﬂr +}m+‘, it was qu?e*l' in ‘I'he Van for o laha
time. Mom was about o pop +he nex+ SPahisi\ CD
in the stereo, but lur.,:.'ly Mahhy had fallen usieeP
b?' then, so she couldnt.
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Tf you wake Mﬂhh?l up in the middle of one of
his naps, he'll g0 con?lﬁ’rﬁl?' ballistic, and theres
NO mlm?hs him down. So whenever Mnhh?l falls
dSitEP, Mom d.hd Dnrj do e\.rr.r)l‘l'}'\iha 'ﬂ‘m?( can to
KEEP him that \-m?l.

HEY, HAS
ANYONE
SEEN MY—/ .

T was 555 oh haps when T was Mdhh}(ls age, too.
T used +o +ake an hnur-luhs nap after lunch
e\rer?i day‘, and when T started ?reschanl, we had
an official hn? +ime whtﬂ: e‘urer?lahr. Pu“:d out a
mat and slept on +he floor.
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1f you ask me, T think -H'\ey should give kids nap
time all +he way 'ﬂ\r‘ou&]\ m"ase. But 'H'\e}' stop
doing it after preschool, which T found out the
HARD wa?!.

On the first Jn)' of kih&ersar-l'eh, after we had our
snacks, T asked the teacher where the mats were,

so we could lie down and recharﬁe our batteries.

But she said kihcle:rsnr+hers dont HAVE nap time,
and T +’nou3h+ she was Jus+ mnk:’hs a {uhhf J'nkc.
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A few minutes later the whole class was rnnkihs
paper 545 puppets. A_??nreh-l'iy,. T was the nhl;f
one who didnt get the heads-up about the no-nap
'ﬂ\ihs , because for the rest of the cln?; everyohe
else seemed fine, while T could {aaral?( function.

T 51:&& Mom remembered +o brihs a ?nci'ﬁer‘ on
+he -i‘ri?, because as iohs as Mdhh?('s got one stuck
in his mouth, he can sleeP 'I'hr‘ough Just about
uh?(-l‘hihs. Md.hh?’ lost his favorite Pnciﬁer las+
th}«.—I' 2 but Dad ran out o SE"‘ a hew ohe at a
store near our house that sells 949 3(-F+s.

43



E guess it looks a little strange, but i+ works

Just as well as a re:sular one.

M“hh?' had been sleeping ?Edtt{:u“?l for about an
hour -ho&n?z when we s+n??ed at a tollbooth. Dad
rolled down his window 4o get a ticket, and the
vy in the booth had such a loud voice he sounded
like he was speaking through « MEGAPHONE.

HOPE YALL ARE
HAVIN® AN -

AWESOME DAY! o W
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Mnhh7 started to fuss, and his ?aci{-’ar came

hnl-ﬁ-rd?' out of his mouth. But iuckil?! Rodrick
reacted quickly , and ]“".:ahhy fell back asiu?.

T +hink Mom was a li+tle frustrated +hat Mnhhf
was happing in the first ?lnce. She had marked a
bunch of Piates on her map where she wanted us
to stop and get out for some sightseeing, but now
we had o kce? clrfvihs.

The ?rnH:m T had with Mnhh?(*s nap was that T
r:n"}f needed o 3t‘|’ out of the car and s+r+:'l'ch,

but T COULDN'T.

45



T +ried to make mysel-l': comfortable, but with all
the stuff Pilecl around me, it was im?ossible.

Luckﬂ;; » my buck?nck was in arms reach behind my
seat, because it had some books and other +hihss
I.& f:-rousqﬂ' to entertan mysﬂ-F.

Mom's ulways trying fo get me o read stuff
that's "thrichihs ," but when it comes +o books,
T krow what T like. And ever since ehmeh‘l‘ar’y
school my‘ favorite books have been the ones in
the Underpants Bandits series.

ﬂ\e Uhder?nhﬂ Bandits books are about +-hzs=
Fwo kids hnmed Br‘?rce nn& Br‘a&y wha 90 I:d.ck in
+ime and steal underwear from famous Pta?le S0

-1"51:?( can Pu-f +he uhdtrFuh-}s in d museum.
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T know that sounds kind of ridiculous, but the
books are nc-i'uu"?' Pre-Hy -Fu'n'ny.

And just as Van Gogh returned to
his masterpiece, Bryce snatched
the painter’s favorite pair of
boxers, which, thank goodness,
were clean,

|




“The books are super ?a?uhr‘ with bo?rs at rn);
school, but the +eachers HATE +them because of
all ﬂ\e "ru&e humr.“

Whenever a book report was dve in fifth Srncie,
all the bofs in my class did theirs on one of +he
Underpants Bandits books. And that made my
teacher, Mrs. Terry, hate them even MORE.

Qur class hdd a ?rﬂJEC‘I' whr.r: we }\dd to write a

letter +o our favorite du‘l'hor, and of course all

+he bnys chose Mik Davies.
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But Mrs. ‘ﬁ:rry said we had o ?Icl: someohe
ELSE, so T 3:‘4%&& a random book from the
|ibrdrr and wrote my letter to an avthor Td

never even heard of before.

March 30th
Dear Nathaniel,
My teacher made us write to an author,
so | picked you. I have not read any of
your books (no offense).
Here are my questions for you:
1. What’s your favorite color?

2. What's your favorite animal?

3. What's vour favorite flavor of ice
cream?

4. What'’s your favorite super-hero
movie?

I would appreciate it if you could
answer me soon, because I am getting
graded on this.

Sincerely,

Dy Nty




But T ?rubnbl?e should ve checked the year +he
book was written before T wrote my letter.

May 20th

Dear Mr. Heffley,

We regret to inform you that the
author to whom you have written,
Mr. Hawthorne, passed away more
than a century ago.

As such, he will not be able to
TESPDnd tﬂ :,"'D'I.lr qllE!itiD]'lS.

With regrets,
L i

Katrina Welker
Publisher

Most PARENTS don+ like +he Un&er?nhﬂ
Bandits books, either.
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Tn fact, the PTA had a meeting +hat year
where "ﬂ\ey decided ?nrehﬂ‘ +ax dollars shouldn*
be vsed +o ?urc}v.ﬁr. d.h?' of the Uhder?ahﬂ
Bandits books for the l.‘{:rar?r.

When we came back to school from spring break,
all of +he UhderPnn-i's Bandits books in +he Iibrnry
were GONE.

I. ,r.ope ‘I'}\ese n&uHs dare hd??}l w’neh a wholt
Sl:hcrd'l'iah of ba?(s grow up not khow}ha how o read.
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When +he school banned the Underpants Bandits
books, i+ Just made +hem more ?u?uhr than
EVER. Some bofs snuck in copies from home and
?dsszd them on 40 OTHER kids.

To o

One kid even br’nu&hﬁ‘ ih a bon+|es ta?y of an
Uhdar?nh'l‘s Bandits book from Jﬂ?ﬂh. T couldn®
understand a word of it, but it was ?re'H')r en57
to ﬁsur‘e out from ‘I'}we ?EC'I'ures wha-i‘ was 3nih5 on.

.-"""---___-_-\"«
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i o.d'ud"?’ wrote 1o the avthor on m;.f OWN JuS'l'
+o +ell him how much T liked his series.

August 18th
Dear Mr. Davies,

I'm just writing to tell you, don't listen to
these people who say your books are
garbage, because they don’t know what
theyre talking about. I know a bunch
of kids (including me) who think your
books are great.

As far as the “rude humor™ goes, [ find
that stuff hilarious, so please don’t
change a thing. In fact, | would
encourage you to put MORE bodily
functions and things of that nature in
your books.

Sincerely,

T4 never written a fan letter like that, and every
dn?( when T 50‘!' home from school, T ran to the
mailbox to see if Mik Davies had written me back.




T -ﬁhnll}( got a response almost a year later, and
T was t“td.".}«’ excited.

But when T read the letter, i+ was « HUGE
JisnP?oih-kmh-h

/<< From THe DeSK OF

MiK DavieS

Dear friend,

Unfortunately, | get so much fan mail
that I'm not able to answer your letter
personally.

But I did want to tell you to be on the
lookout for * Underpantb Bandits 24:
Lincoln’s Longjohns,” coming soon to
stores near yuu‘
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T couldn® believe T ?aured m?! heart out o this
avy and all T got back was an AD.

1055

[ &

TG

Even H‘wug}\ +hat whole experience lef+ a bad
+aste in my mouth, T still like his books.

At least T get to read whatever T WANT +his
summer. Rodrick’s school gave him a whole list for
r'r:ciuir‘e& ren&ihs} and some of the books look like a
lot+ of work.

t_:lf
Two Cities

Charles Dickents
—

Herman Melvijje
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But Rodrick’s not much of a reader, so he rented
all the MOVIE versions of the books on his list.

Mom said it's not smart to watch the movie
without re:n&ihg the book, because -ﬂxe?( uSuuiI?(
:hnhse a lot of stuff. But Rodrick said as |oh3 as
1’\& scﬁ ﬂ*.e basic idtn, heu bt fine.

I +}~.5th Hs n??ranclw 15 gonhna cause ?rnHerns ’
‘l'kaush. Mﬂ\t Lord of ﬂ'\: Rihss“ IS on his summer
r:nciihs lis+, but whch ,nl: r:'n‘h:ci 'ﬂ\: moVie, ,n:
wash+ careful about checkiha 'ﬂ'\c +itle.

Lords o

s RING

DN i SPIOT

2
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Rodrick watched the movie TWICE, and after
the second time he told Mom that whoever wrote
the book must be a genws. But Tm guessing
Rod-n’ck‘s +enc’ntr 5 gonha be Prc‘H'Pl cam(used
wheh 5}11 rea.&s Hs book rePoH‘ in SePﬂmbcr.

B?z the time T was done rea&?hs '|‘Gcid)’_, i reail?(
needed to get ovt of the car o prevent my ie.gs

from ?Ef’mﬁhth“l‘l?( cru.rw?ihs.

T"lnhh?l was s+l dsieeP; but ke had somehow turned
himsel{ all the w‘f u?side down in his seat.
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When Mom noticed, she told Dad mm?(lle we should
stop driving for the &n}f, so he pulled off at the

hext exit.

T was rtnﬁy loakihs, forward +o cn'l'-'hs a meal at a
decent restavrant, but Mom said were on a bud aet
and +oh.'3\-\+ we were gohhd ?icl: up our dinner at
a sractr?' store.

Dad found a su?ermnrkt-f a few miles from the
exit. But Mom was afraid that if the van stopped
moVing, Md.hh?? would wake up and have a fit. So
Mom wrote out a Eho?Pihﬂ list for Rodrick and
gave him some money, then Dad drove real slow in
front of the entrance so Raclrick could ha? out.
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Dad had o circle the ?drl:iha lot about ten times,
which wasnt easy since we were fowing a boat.
E.vah-i'un'll}( , Rodrick came out with a couF|e bdss
of groceries. And from +he looks of it, he ?i::l':ecl

up Some extra items for himself.

PEACHES WATERMELON

S0I

When Dad PuHr_J +he van around, Rodrick hoFPed
in. Then we started 1aakih5 for a ?lmze +o Sﬁf

for the his}ﬁ , but the selection in the area
wash + H\:ﬁ 3r¢n+.

E—I}l




A few of the motels had bia sighs that said
'H\ey had “Color TV," which if }'ou ask me is not
dh}(‘l'}\l‘hg to {'&rns about in this cln?' and age.

Dad -Iﬁhn“y ?u“td over at a ?lnr.t with air-
mh&i‘l’farﬁhg and a ?anl, whic‘n sounded pre

300& ‘o me, es?er.inll?' r.ahsi&tr‘ihs that T4 lost
about five ?auhds in sweat sitting in the backseat.

T Kavent 5+n}'ed in a whole lot of motels, but if
T had 4o guess, T4 Sa?e we ?Eckad ohe on the

lower end of the s?e.-:-#rum.

The 105*.1}( smelled like mildew, and the carpet was

covered in weird stains.
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But aver)mhe was too tired o 3e+ back in the car
and look for another ?Inca +o s-l'n?'.

We got +he key +o our room, and when we walked
in it reeked of smoke. There were little holes in
+he comforter and ?ilim-.rs that Tm Fraﬁy sure

were l:is arette bu ms.

Dad ?icktd a towel off the floor, +then dro?Pad i+
because it was WET.

Mom went back o the front desk and asked for
a different room, but the clerk said the motel was
full and that wed gotten the last one.
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Mom told her in that case we were gonha leave and
take our business to another motel. But the clerk
told her +here was a heh’ry-ﬁ:ur‘-hour cancellation

Pa“c?; , so we couldnt get our mohey back.

When Mom returned 4o the room, she said we were
gonna Nave +o 'h")l nh& make the best of a bad
situation. "nneh s-'ne and Dad s-l'f‘i??ed ‘I‘he bed

down +o +’nr. bare mattress.
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Believe it or not, Mnhh?f sle?'i‘ 'I'hr‘uusk ALL of
this. Mom said that if he woke vp now, he'd be
awake all hiﬁ}ﬁ, so she was Jus+ gonha let him
s!ee? +5nrau3h +ll morhing.

Mom put Mr.l.hh?f down in the middle of the sofa
bed and pulled a blanket over him.

The rest of us were ren”y huhﬁr?' , S0 we E.rﬂ?'HE.cl
out the Sror.eries Rodrick bou&h-l'. But i+ turned
out he didn4 I:-u?’ ANYTHING on Moms list.
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Rodrick was su??asté to get sandwich su?PI.’es,
orange Ju-’ceJ and stuff like that, but he Jus-f 50-1‘
a bunch of *I'Hhss HE likes.

Il:ll:ll II.II. '||'|;|I'|I'I

=

Mom was FFEHY vpset that Rodrick didn't get

a sihﬁlc 'l'HhS on the list she gave him, but his
excuse was that he couldnt read her hnhdwri'ﬁhs.
Mom 4old him i+ wasnt very smart to get cihnamon
rolls and a frozen ?Jzz.a, since those H‘\ihss needed
an oven and we didnt HAVE one.
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But Rodrick said we could MICROWAVE +he
?i:.z,u.. 'ﬂ\nh l\e ?u+ it ihsfcle +he microwave oven o

?r:we t.

A+t least, Rodrick THOUGHT i+ was a microwave.

T+ was nc-h.-uli}( a SAFE. B?l the time he -Esured
that out, the pizza was locked inside.

GRUN T

-
4

Mom 5-:.&': me w{‘.n*l' was left of her cnsh mh& sni&
+o g0 down to ‘Hnt vehéiha ma.c}xim +o 5&‘!‘ 'ﬂ‘\:
most nutritious stuff T could find.
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And that's how we ended up eating sugar wafers
and breath mints for dinner on the first rﬁgh-t‘ of

our r‘onJ 'i"t“i?.

—

Su ;15}{
Last night we couldnt watch TV or do nh?&h.‘hs
in the room because Muhhf was -:s|ee? on the

Pu“mﬂ' sofa.

Mom wouldn+ even let us kem? +he |E51'~.+ oh, So
we all sat in the dark for a while until me and
Rodrick decided o g0 dowh to the Fao| to kill

sorme time.

Well : ‘I'}xr. SJSH ou*!'sicle ‘H‘\t motel snir} +’n£rr. wdsS o
Pml, but there was no actual WATER in it.
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Ahcl it didnt look like there HAD been for at
least five years.

NO
DIVING
== = T T T
'..25’-; 1 1 1 j— 1 1__1 IJI‘J-\];P_I,-‘—"'I
S FEET = :
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There was a hot tub near the Poo| that DID have
water in it, but some 'Fd.rn[i?" was qlre.ndy using it.
So me dhcl- Radr‘ick waﬁed our turn.
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UhFor-fuhdrfe{y, the -I':amii;; couldnt take a hint
that we wanted to use the hot tub, so eveh-l’uqlly
me and Rodrick Jusi‘ went back +to the room.

The 1i3h+s were still ovt, and Mom and Dad were
nsiee? on the mattress. T guess 'H\E'.?( mustve been

PreH‘y exhausted, because ﬂwey were still wearing
all +heir clothes.

With Mom and Dad on the bed and Mnhhy on the
sofa s didnt leave a lot of 30&& slzc? a?‘h'ohs for
me and Rodrick.

We checked the closet for a cot or an air mattress,
but 'H'\:re was hn‘l’hih‘g.
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Rodrick was one s-ﬁ:? ahead of me, +hnu3h. He
gathered vp the sofa cushions and made a bed for
himself on the floor. Five seconds later, he was
out cold.

e = ZZZZ.&»&‘_

t‘
%

T -E'Surcd the closet was as 5ood a ?|nc= as any
for me +o s|r.e?, So I Sa'!' some towels out mf 'I'}\r.
IJa't‘hrourn nhd |d.|'d ‘!']'\:m oh ﬂ'\t 'Iqr::-or.

After 1)14'!'\5 there for a minuvte, 1 hoticed a
TERRIBLE smell and +1-mu3h+ a mouse mustVve
died in the vent or something.
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T 4ried covering my hose with a washcloth, but
+hat seemed to make the smell even WORSE.

T+ was hard ehoual-\ +r>rih5 to fall aslee? under
those conditions, but then someone in the room
started SNORING. L.i..u:ki'l;;J T was Pre?nrea for
+hat. Mom and Dad BOTH snore, which is +he
reason 1 +{-.au3h+ ahead and braus}rl' EﬁFPlU&S oh
the trip.

But i+ was so dark in the room T could on|?¢ find
ONE in my duffel bag, so T had +o try sleeping
with the enr\?lug in "}‘ lef+ ear and my other ear
Fresszd +o the floor.

sNO

T did nt'?un")f fall nslth for a few minutes, but
woke vp to some kind of ruckus goihg on outside.
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When T looked out the Peef:}xole, T saw Snrv-e'ﬂ\ihs
flash by, but T couldnt tell what i+ was. So T
cracked open +he door to see what was going oh.

T+ turns out those kids from the hot tub had
Su-l'-l“eh +heir hands on a cleuh-‘hs cart and were

ramming it into a wall.
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T couldnt BELIEVE +hese kids’ parents were
let+ting them run wild in the middle of the night,
so 1 5+e?F=d out of +he room and went over +o

5.'\#-: *I'-hcm a ?icce of m}( mihc].

The littlest kid burst into tears and ran into his
room, and T didnt feel bad for even one second.
But a minute later his door o?ehtd agaih, and his
FATHER came out.




T wasnt about 4o get }mﬂa& at *J?( d growh mah

in his underwear, so T ran back to our room and
locked the door. Then T ?rﬁyacl with all my might
that the chain lock was ﬁrahs Emus‘\ to J::ee.?

]ru'm out.
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1 guess the kids' dad didn+ see which door T

went into, because he knocked on the wrong ohe.
Then he pounde& on the door r53H next 4o ours
before 3ivin5 up and soihs, back +o his room.
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Once the coast was clear, T l‘\uhg a litte sigh on our
doorknob in case the avy decided to come BACK.

o 7ot
Desting

T+ was REALLY hard {'-nﬂihs msl:e? after that,
because EVE'I!'?’ +ime I.. heurd Someone nu+si&e 'l'he

door, I l‘\tld my breu'l’h vl ‘1":1!:}! Fnsse& b?!

Before 'I.. khew i+, +he sun was up and so was
T"'lnhhy. Mom turned on the +elevision, and

whenever Mnhhf watches TV, he TALKS +o it.
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T was a litte nhmyed with Mnhh?! Haﬁberihs
nwn}(, but 'I. quess 'I.: can+ mm?inih. ]: use& o &o
'H‘\: Same exact ‘I'Hhs whch 'I was YGUhﬂtr'

One time when T was wn'!'chihs rn}( favorite s}ww,
the host asked a question.

15



T was Just Smﬁhs around when T answered, but
+he vy on TV nc-l'w.llyr RESPONDED.

OK, POLKA
DOTS IT 13!

T wish it never hu??amd, -I‘haugh Because for a
long time after that, T -I'l-mughi' the people inside
the TV could hear wer’)d'hihs T said

I COULD BE
BETTER. MY
BROTHER
RODRICK—
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Tn 'chh on my sixth bif'ﬂxdny, Mom \m& to sit
me down and have a talk about the difference
between “imdsihdl")'“ friends and “real” friends.

HEY, DID YOU HAPPEN TO
SEE WHAT ™MY PARENTS
GOT ME? IT'S A BIKE,

ISNT IT? BLINK ONCE IF

THE ANSWER IS YES!

Once Mnh'ny got going in a conversation with his
favorite TV t}mrncﬁrs ‘ﬂ\is morhr'hs, 'I. knew
there was ho ?oih'l' in *")"'“S to fall back dsiufs.
So I Jus+ 5a+ up for 'l'}'\e ddy.

And when T did " T found out the source of
ﬂ'm‘l' awful smell. Radrir_k !r.n.d ?Ld' his sho:s in
+he closet, and T had spent the whole NS}\'I'
brcu-l'hiha in his fumes.



But even WORSE was that the “washcloth” T
had used to block the smell was aduu.ﬂ?r one of
Rodrick’'s SOCKS.

455 'e}?.

S?eukins of Rodrick, Mahh?e's conversation with
the TV didnt bother him one litte bit , because
he Jus+ sie?-l' rish-f +hrau3h all the noise.
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Dad was getting a little restless waiting for
everyone to get going this morning. He's one of
those 31,7'5 who ae'l's up every Jny at the crack of
dawn so he can arrive at his office enrly , and +his
whole late-start 'I'th wasn + wurkihs for him.

Eveh-l‘unﬂy , Mom made Rodrick get vp and take
a skower. We went +o a &Eher r.‘sh-l' next to *ﬂwe
motel for break&ﬂ, +heh 50'1‘ back in +hr. Van.

Mom said that from now on we were all gohha be
on the same slee.P schedule so we wouldnt waste
"'hf more time ohn our +riP. But be{nre she. was even

done 'I'.-.tlkiha 3 Mduhh?' Pnssltd out in his car seat.

Mom's biﬁ P|nh -Far ‘1":1?. &n?f was for us to g0 to a
muh-\‘rf fair she read about in “FnrnFly Frolic.”
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Td never been 4o uh;z'l‘hihs like +hat before, but
it looked like i+ was worth checkiha out.

T]'\E fair was a few hours nwa?', so that meant me
haihs crum?ed in the backseat again, which was
starting to get old. %nhk{u"y , after an hour,
Mom offered to switch Pinces with me.

When I: So'l' up 4o the front seat, I couldn+
believe how much ROOM +there was.
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And it wasnt Just all the space +hat was awesome.

]: even ]hncl ih&ividun'l +ern?er-:+ure seﬂihss nh& rv-?!

own cup holder.

T went to change the radio station, but Dad
s+n??e& me. He said ahi}e the DRIVER gets to
pick the music. T didnt think that was fair, but
']: wasn+ gonhha comﬂm‘h and risk SE‘H’ihS sent to
the backseat.

.-.I =
d MY TRUCK IS BUSTED BUTJ
JIMY DOG HE LOVES MEJ)
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Dad’s music was ?re-H}f awful, but the view +a"rnﬂ}(
made up for it.

When )lau'r: in the bntk, P(nu don't }\:wr. nh?’ sense
of what's d;"\tdd. Siﬁihs up front, 'I hn& a w}mk
new perspective and could almost see "}‘f Mom was

so guhg ho about ‘I’dkih\cj this road 'h'i?.

Wh:h we took +’ne exit for *ﬂ’w r.aun-i'r}{ fair , WE
came to a 5+a?h'3}x+. We were behind a minivan that

was ‘!'}m: Sdme exdct rnocid a5 ours, ahl}x ?UF?IE.

'ﬂ\e ki&s in 'H-\e Van laoke& kihd u{ familiar. I+

took me a second o realize 'I‘}\e.?' were the same

ones from last hiﬂ‘tﬂ'.
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T hadn* told Mom and Dad about the incident
with the kids and the dmhihs cart, becavse T
was worried L wouldnt come out |aakih5 too sred'l‘-
And -H\e?( de-ﬁhﬁely didn*t need 4o know about my
run-in with Mr. Beardo.

The kids in the ?urPle van r‘ecoshiu& me rFs}vI'

-:l.w-.-.?z ) and s+nr‘+ed mnkihﬂ obnoxious faces.

]: wash+ gonha JuS‘i‘ sit ﬂxere and take i+ from
those li+tle ?uhks, so L made a face at THEM.
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The skihr\}( one made the same face back at+ ME,
and -I'}\e second he &id, +he lq’ﬂ}'\‘f turned green
and -I‘}\e)f accelerated. When their van lurched
forward, +he li+He kid che-?ia.h*l'e& into +he

bnck window.

Dad Fnssed them on the left, and Mr. Beardo
got a real sood‘ look at me.
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LuckﬂyJ the Pnrl:ihg lot for +the fair was ohly a
few hundred feet up the road. Once we stopped,
T wanted +o s-l'a?f inside until T was sure we
weren+ beihg +ailed JD}( the Purfde Van.

FAIR

But it looked like we were in the clear. Mahh}t
was still nsleeF in his car seat, so Mom said shed
s+-:|.7 back with him and the rest of us could 90

on d}‘\tdd ;

The fair was a LOT different than T ‘l'}‘mugh'l'

it was gohna be. I. zx?tc‘l'tci it to have a Ferris
wheel and a mtrr?f~sa-rnuh& and stuff like that,
but instead there were a bunch of tents with farm
animals and booths with homemade food.
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We were se-Hihs kind of huhgry ah;,mn?r, S0 we

went 1aukih3 for soma'ﬂ'\ihg to eat.

ﬂ'\t}f had corn do&s and fried duu&’n and all the
stuff you*d Eﬂ?tr."r at a big fair. But then -H'\ey
had cr:u.?r %ihss like dee?-Fr.'ed butter on a stick.

T was dr.‘l'u-:.u?f sind Mom was still in +he Vah,

because I was ?‘I"E‘H‘)/ sure +’nn‘|’ L’.ici of ‘I'hihs
didn* qun!ify as 'real food” in her book.
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After about an hour of walkiha the -Fnirsr‘ouhcis_,
Dad went back +o the car to see if Mahhy was
awake ;ye-i‘, and he told me and Rodrick +o g0

ex?lare oh our owh.

The two of us wandered around for a while until

we came across a tent where there was sam'fhihs

bis Soihs, on.

T+ was a Foulest Footwear contest, and 'H'mf
were aﬁeriha a Fr.‘u: for whoever had the
nastiest shoe.
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There was a bis line of ?m?le rend;/ to submit
their entries.

FOULEST FOOTWEAR
CONTEST @I

T +old Rodrick HE should enter, because if
ANYONE deserved to win this thing, it was him.

While we were waiting in line, me and Rodrick got
in ah dargument over who would get 1o kae'? the
prize. T said we should 5?1-'-%‘ i+ 50 - 50 becavse it
was. my idea, but he said he should get +he whole
-f’nihs because i+ was HIS shoe and ’m': was 1'}\1 one
who made i+ stink.
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Ris‘\‘l' be{or: we 30‘1' to 'I'}\r. Ju&gih& ‘ml:h&.r we
reached a mm?ﬁ:miﬂt whtre I& Se-} 10% of the
farize as Rodrick’s ﬁsﬂh‘h

Some of +’ne a+hr_r shaes |mkt& a lot worse *ﬂwnh
Rodrick’s, and T was lasfhs confidence that hed
win. But when the Jucists got o +he smell test,

it was all over.

o

JUDGES

Rodrick won first prize, which turned out o be
a coupon for one deep-fried butter on a stick.
T +old Rodrick he could have it all 4o himself,
because the +hou3h+ of eating n'n?' more butter

made me feel a little nauseous.
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Rodrick asked the judges for his shoe back, but
‘H\e?' said -H\ey were gonha send it on to the
hational tﬂrﬂP‘EJﬁ'ﬁah. So that lef+ Rodrick wd.ikihs
around with ohl?( one shoe. T decided to ex?hre:
the hﬂﬁf‘b}( stalls while Rodrick was ?oifshihﬂ off
Nis stick of fried butter.

11|

But T had a SERIOUSLY close call when T
turned a corner and almost ran smack into the
entire Beardo 'F"‘"‘i"}" L:.nticilyJ T was able +o duck

for cover Jusﬁ* in time.
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Now that T knew the Beardos were on the
Fnirsrouhds, T was eager to se-l' out of there.

'I. went +o 1ank +rc-r Rn&rick, but hr. mustve gone
back 4o the van. T decided 4o head there mysr.lf,
but on m?! 'ﬂ’ﬂ}l ovt T s?n'f'l’tci the 'hn? of Moms

head in a crowd under one of the livestock +ents.

PmPle were Pncke& shoulder +o shoulder, and T
+ried Pushins M}( wn?f eraush o 5r.+ ‘o w{'\:ri:

Mom was.

But when T got hnl-lfwdy in, a biﬂ cheer went up-
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When T Fiml!y made it up to the front, T was
Sur?n'se& to see Muhn?; s+nhdih3 in the middle of
+he crowd, haléihs d Piace of paper-

A??nrthﬂ)h ‘H‘\tr: wds o contest to see wha couH
come the closest o 5ucssih3 the waf&h‘f of a {'\as,

thl Mnhh7‘ sc--r it exaﬁlr righ-h

The prize for guessing the 1’1::-5’5 weisl\-l' was a real
live I:r-:.b); P9




Mom auPluihed +o the Jud ge that ﬂrt}fd Just
entered the contest for fun and didn+ m:-t'u:aliy
WANT +he Fis.

But the ?eo?!e in the crowd seemed kind of

insulted and wouldnt take no for an answer.

With all +he commotion this was causing, T was
nervous the Peardo fam‘lp.' was gonhha come over
+o the livestock 4ent +o see what was going oh.
Luckﬂy, IJY then Mom seemed rea.d?l to get out of
there herself, and we made our way +o the exit.

Dn& was sIHihs i ‘I'}'\: Van \-.rH'}\ ﬂ'\: nirvcon&H's'ahihs

cranked up, and when he saw Mom cnrr?lihﬂ a
Fi&, he was a little taken b}f sur?risc.
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Mom filled Dad in on how Mﬂhh}l won the pig in
the contest, but he didnt seem too thrilled with
the news.

Dad said we had no business owhihs a ?4'5 and
+hat we needed to take i+ back to the fair
ir-.mecIFa-l'e.l;;.

But Mom snid it was too late, because ‘H‘.E ?Jg
had :hlready "ihPth'l'tJ" oh T""-nhh)(.

1



Dad still wasnt on board, -Hmugl-\. He said a ?.'5 is
a "barn animal” and could be mrr?(iha all sorts of
?nrasH'es and whatnot. But Mom said a LOT of
Pea?ie kee? ?;55 AS ?e‘lrs > nh& s‘\e'& i\mr& ﬁ\e‘)«}r:

vi_us*r as Smart as &ass.

Then Rodrick got in on the conversation. He
voted for KEEPING +he ?iﬂ becauvse he said we
could Sl‘l' free bacon from it e‘l.rer}( rnorhr'hﬂ ; 'I'he
way you get eqgs from a chicken.

So either he doesn+t understand how pigs work, or
he Just wash + +h.‘nk-‘h3 it all +he way -I-hroush.

T was all in favor of ktc?ihﬂ +he P9 if it meant
we could }wrrf up and sﬁ Snihg.
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T noticed a ?ur?le van Pnrked a few spaces m-.rn};
from ours, and T was nervous the Beardos would

Shnw uP uh}( Semhc.Jr.

Dad Fihuilyr caved in. He said if we were gonna
L‘.ee? +he pigs it would have to ride in the boat.
But Mom said putting +he pig in the boat was
“inhumane” and that we needed 4o find a Place for
i+ in the van.

The 'H\ihs is, there wasn+ nh‘ywhere to PUT
the pig in the van. We couldnt just let it roam
free, and we couldnt cmcﬂy strap it in with a
seat belt, either. So Mom erqPﬁE& out the cooler
and put the pig in THERE.

Once that was sr.Hltd, we ﬂhn“y Puﬂcd out of
+he Pnrkihﬂ lot.
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After we put a few miles between us and the fair,

T could 'Fihﬁ"}( breathe ngaih.

But +!'\r. ?;5 s+ur‘+:& tnusiha trouvble ria’n-l' m-.rn?f.
By the time we Sn'l' back on the hishwa?l, it had
'H??t& over the cooler and was rooting around in
ohe of the Mommy‘ Meal {‘mas.

T had 4o wrahsle. +he Pig back into the cooler,
and THIS +ime T s+rn??ccl the seat belt+ across
it so it wouldnt ip over.

Mom -I':Iaurecl the pig was ]’nuhg,r?f, so she said we
needed o s+aP and Sc‘} it some food. Her idea
was for us to 90 to a restavrant and H\ch si\rc
the pig our leftovers. That sounded like a Saad
deal to me, since i+ meant we d dc.'l'mll?‘ 3e+ +o
have a sit-down dinner.
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We found a Flmca to eat a few miles away, and
Mom s‘m)eed back in the van with the P9 while
the rest of us went inside. But when +he waitress
saw that Rodrick was nhi)J wearing one shoe, she
said she couldnt serve him.

& |ETunms||d

B
NO SHIRT
NO SHOES
MO SERVICE
LI LI I 11

Dad said me and Rodrick could take +urns usihs
MY shoe. But T wish T hadn+ let Rodrick g0

-Firs*l',, because H.:'s ‘I'hr. wor'lcrs slowest eater.
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When we 5n+ back in the van, we gave the Pis our
leftover corn and veae-hbles, which it ate s+rai3]-\+
out of 'H‘\t S'I}'r‘o{odm contamner.

Mom started |oakih5 up places to s-i'uy for the
nF3h+ on the GPS. She asked Rodrick +o call o
hotel 4o see if H‘\e?' had nn}z rooms n".rm'lnHl:."ﬂ'\E}(
cifd, but Radrick blew i+ b}f sr'l“'rihs ‘oo S?Er_i-ﬁ'r_.

THEY SAY,
“NO PIGS."

Mom found another ?lm:e a few miles away, and

this time she did the ‘I'ulkihs.

'ﬂ\e }m‘l’tl was JUS‘t’ atter ‘H‘\: +olls. A +rr.w huhclr:ci
feet from the exit, traffic came to a crawl.
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_‘n‘m‘t was a Prnble.rn for me because T had 4wo
bis Slussas of lemonade at the restavrant and
REALLY needed +o use the bathroom.

1 s?oﬁa& a gas station up ahead and asked

Mom and Pad if T could ho? out and use the
bathroom, then catch vp with the car after T

was &ﬂhﬁ .

Dad didn+ like ﬂ'\t idea because hr. was worried
+ha+ 5)( +he time I 5o+ bd.r.l:, H'\t?! thh'I' dlr’edd?‘
be +}~.rnu3h the +ollbooth. By now it was ?re-Hy
obvious the P9 needed +o g0, too, because it was
runhing in little circles inside the cooler.

Mom said T could use the bathroom at the aas
station as luhﬂ as 1 broug}\'f +he P9 WITH me.
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So T tucked i+ under rny arm and ran across three
lanes of traffic 1o the 9as station.

T +tried the handle to the men's room, but i+ was
locked. T waited for +he persoh using it to come
OUT, but whoever was in there wasn+ in nh);
rus}\ +o wrap +}‘.ih35 up-
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T was 5E‘H‘ih3 kind of destnﬁt, so 1 4ried
+he handle 4o the women's room, but THAT was
locked, +oo.

'I ran back +o '1":1#: car, which }\nd ohb{ m\ftd
forward about five feet in the +ime T was gone.

When T +old Mom that both bathrooms were
occu?ied s shz said gas station bd.‘l'}\ronms are
ALWAYS locked and that T had +o ask

the

ATTENDANT for +the l‘.e}/.

So T ran BACK +o the gas station and told
+he 517 at the desk T needed +o use the

restroom in a hurr}r.
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T'm not sure what T was tx?ec-ﬁha from a
gas station bathroom, but it was m:-l'unll;,; a lot
WORSE +han T couvld ve even Fmasihe&.

G

Let me Just say i+ was ?reﬁ}r awkward using +he
toilet with a farm animal staring r‘iSH‘ at me.
But the ?55 was even MORE embarrassed +han
T. was, because whch it was H‘\c ?1'3'5 turn o 90,
mﬂ'\%ha haPP:h:c{.

Fhg
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After T gave +he l:e?( back 4o the attendant,
L SFo'Htcl our van just as it was about to g0
ﬂ\foush the +ollbooth. So T S?r‘ih'l‘ed all +he way
across 4raffic +o get to it in fime.

But before T a?e.he.d +he door, T wish T had
noticed that the van didnt have a BOAT
n*l"l'achcd o .

OUR van was nc"run"y still a few cars back, and
by the time T got inside, the Pig looked like he

was about o burst.
T quess Mom was riﬂ}\-l' about pigs be}hs smart,

because when T P“+ him on Mnhhy’s P::-‘H}l seat,
he knew EXACTLY what 4o do.

104



ﬂm&zf

When we ?uHe& vp to the hotel las+ hish-h T was
relieved that it looked a lot nicer than the ?htt
we shye:ci the hiﬂh'\“ BEFORE.

Mom and Dad weren+ ‘I'dkihﬂ nn?‘ chances on
SE‘H'FhS 4urned nwn}J at the desk because of the
Pi&, 50 we kr.?‘l' it in 'I'hr. cooler until we 30'1‘ into

our room.
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T +think Mom fel+ bad about the slae? situation at
the motel the first his-'h-h because this time she
rented TWO rooms so e.w:ry'ohe would have a bed.

But T shouldve known there was a catch. Mom
said since she and Dad had Mﬂhh?l mn THEIR
room, the Pig was gohha have +o 5'1‘::.}( in OURS.

I.- Jidhj—l' know w}wri' 'I: was 51.-??::5&& +o do wiﬂw —I'}\e
pig, S0 T 4ried putting it in our bath+ub. But i+
started wk?m?trihﬂ +}1e second I set it down.
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T decided +o let the P9 loose in the bathroom,
but when T ?eekad inside a few minutes later, it
had made a TERRIBLE mess in there. And T'm
PFEH)( sure i+ ate a bar of s04p, +oo.

T let the P9 free in the bedroom so T could kr_e?
an eye oh i, but the first +hih3 it did was g0
s+m§5h+ to H’\a &oar cohhecﬁns +5ne +wo rooms.




E.H'th-h.mll}(, Dad got sick of all the noise and
uFehe.& +he door 4o let the pig in.

T was so tired T fell asleep before my head hit
+he ?iﬂcw.

This morhing T woke up to the sound of weird
hoises comihs from '|+H= foot of rn?’ bed. A"\‘ first I
ﬂ'\aush‘i' Rodn‘:k }m& 5oﬁ:h up earir, but 'H\r.h
T realized +he sound was coming from the PIG.

) N |__1|
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T+ had somehow -Ifiﬂurad out how o open the
minibar doar uhd was r‘oo+ih3 H’\rnush 'Hm mhd?'
d.h.ql o-ﬂxer sh.d.cks ihSi&e..

'I ?Icktd ‘l'l\e ?iﬂ up nhd Pt.r'l' it inoour bu'l'l'rl'ub F
then went next door to tell Mom and Dad what
happened. But it turned out the pig had raided
THEIR minibar, +oo.

Somehow it had even gotten into +he DRINKS.
T counted at least three m?*}' cans on the
floor, and don+t even ask me how a Fis mnhused
to do THAT.
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Dad went down 4o the front desk +o tell them
our "Fe-t" had gotten into +the minibar and we
shouldn+t be charseé for all +he stuff i+ ate.

But +he clerk +old Dad we were gohna have 4o
Pd.)« for the stuff from +he m‘h;’l:nr, and on ‘h}P
of THAT, there was a fifty-dollar penalty for
violating +he hotels “ro ?H“ ?olit,y.

A\C'I'er 'H\t final +n||7, 'H'\e ?iﬂ ended up cas+ih3 us
more than the ROOMS did.

Mom was eager to get on the road, so she woke
Rodrick up and told him to get in the shower.
But T ?raan?l should ve mentioned to him +that
the ?;3 was in the bathtub before he S'i'e?Pr.d in.
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W}\eh we 50+ i) -I'}\e car, PA& was oh +he ?}\mﬁe
with his office. A??nrehﬂ}f, +here was some sort
of i:rwr.rschcf, and he was the ah|?f one who knew
how to take care of it.

Mom had ?ldhhe.d- a ba‘s dn}/ for us with lots of
stops, so she wasn+ ha.??}; that Dad had to deal
wiﬂw a work situation. But we H*I‘ ﬂwe road d.h}(wny )

and Dad talked on the P)nahe while ke drove.
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Qur first stop was a place that claimed +o have
the largest piece of popeorn in the world, which
ended up hot beEhS +hat inpr‘assﬁ.re. First of all,
i+ wasnt a real piece of popeorn, it was a wood

carving, and second, it wasnt even all that bfﬁ.
When we got ovt of the car, Dad ﬁ'nfe& back

on his call. The Pig s-i'a)'ed, too, s|eePih3 off the
drinks from the minibar.

_Greetings from the home of the

=1
P,
I

b

é r. 5
| f

H
N:ﬂ' we went to a ?lncz ‘l";\n‘l"s SUPPGSEJ1)( "warH

famous because it has life-size carvings of all +he

U.S. Presi&ew%s in butter.
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This time Mom made Dad Se'l“ out of the van and
Jaih us, but he s-l'n;,(ed on +the ?hohe +the whole time.

When we got back in the car, Mom let Dad know
it wasnt OK for him +o be missing out on "+'m-.;I7
time.” Dad told her he Just needed to deal with
ohe more work issve . and after it was taken care
of ; }\EH 3:"#: us ]\.'s full attention.

Dad said he was about o get a call from one of
his international clients and that when he DID,

was r'ea.";; EmPor+nh+ for E"u"tf'?’ﬂht +o s+a.>( c‘ui:+ 50
it would seem like Dad was in ‘l'he office.
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T+ didnt look like that was gohhna be a bia Pro&lem.
Mdhh;f was alrmd;,' down for his afternoon nap,
and +he pig was sill Pdsseé out in the cooler.

= e T

A few minutes later, Dads call came in. You could
+ell b?r how loud the 5-.7 wds -’mlkihg, that he was
upset. But Dad spoke in a real even tone, and his

client seemed 4o calm down.

The rest of us s-ht?led as quiet as we could. But
then Rodrick aot out one of his ?deS of bubble

gum and ?u+ all five ?iete,s in his mouth and
started chew-’hs i+ real loud.

Mom snnP?t& her -Ehﬂtrs +o ‘I'r}; and get him 4o

S‘I'D‘P mﬂkihﬂ so much noise.
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But her {Ehaer 5““??;“5 was ad‘udlly LOUDER
than the gum cheths , which you could tell was
irritating Dad.

Mom wanted Rodrick o Sr.+ rid of his gum, so she
Fr:ssccl ‘I'}\t: button +o open ﬂ'\e sunroot. But wl\th
she DID, the sound of air +>'|o'wih3 inside the van
was like a Jet turbine.

Mom rcdliz.e& she ]{'\nd mc{e a miﬁ'nke, 50 sh:
Presse& the button o CLOSE +he sunroof. But
before it shut all +he way, Rodrick chucked his

gum 'H’qt*oug"\ the oPEhihsﬁ

115



'ﬂ\e qum bc:-c:-mernhsed rish'i' BACK and 5{1‘!‘ stuck
in the gear track of ﬂwe sunroof.

Mom -Frnn*l'im“?' ?resseJ the “close” button, but
the sunroof was Jnmmt& open. At that moment,
the air rushins in from outside &is!odaed Flat
S‘I'nhi:}( from the vent, and he went ﬂyr'ha.

Dad was }m\rr'ha a real ly hard +time concentrating
on his call and was i'rumHihs with the buttons 4o
-hy and shut +he sunroof himself.
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But now he didnt have a hand on the wheel and
was 5'1'f.erih5 with his KNEES.

Dad started clrr'ﬁihs out of his lane, and the

driver of a Buﬂe tractor-trailer let us know it,

wch mac{c Dad drnP Hs ?hohe.
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“The horn also startled T""mhh?z, and his ?uciﬁ'er
?o??ed out and onto the floor.

Muhh)t was sucl‘:ihs air like he still had his Pdf.l-'ﬁtl"
in his mouth, and T knew we had about ten
seconds to find it before he had a full-on +antrum.

]: sPaHeJ ‘I'he ?dci-f-ier on +-he floor in front of
e u.hd ‘I'rn'r.cl ‘o un-Fus*I'en rny seat belt so I couH
reach i+. But instead T dccic{crﬂ'uuy unbuckled +he
seat bel+ hol&ihs +he COOLER in place.

Dad was +r7ﬂfh5 to reach for his ?hohe at the
same time, and he Jerke& the car to the left,
which made the cooler -h'? oVer.
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Now i+ was total chaos. The pig was loose, Mﬂhh?(
was cr‘)(ihﬂ " and Dad was cul“sihﬂ because he couldnt
reach his Phohe.

But +he main ?roblen was the PIG. T+ was
30"""‘3 bahnhus, ruhréhs around on the floor and
squaniihs like crazy. E.ve.r)mhe was +r>(ih3 to Srqb
"+, but the pig was too s|i??er7.

Then, all of a sudden, the P9 went quiet. And
when he Faﬂm& back vp, we knew why.

5UCK
SUCK

—_— —_—
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T reached out real slnwly and ?lur;ked Mnhh;y's
?aci-ﬁr:r‘ out of +he Pi\g‘s mouth. And that's when
it BIT me.

i 8 guess +he ?iﬁ decided this was its chance o
make a run for it. T+ haP?ed vp oh Mﬂhhfii seat
and tried o squeeze -I'hraush +the window, which

was D?Eh a tl"‘dtk.

M

'ﬂ'\e ?;5 mdhd&td +o 3t+ its htnd and front |:3s
out the window and wouldve made i+ ALL +he
way out if Mom Bndh*-f._jum?ed over her seat and
3rubhe& its hind legs.
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But when she |uh3£<l for the ?is, she kicked a
button on the stereo, and row we had the S?nhish
CD Hnrihs at full volume.

POR FAVOR, HABLE
MAS DESPACIO.

'ﬂ\c whah: +ime, Pad was swcr\rihs all over +he
Plnct. E.‘fth‘l'u:ﬂl?r, Mom 9ot +he P9 back inside
and closed Mahhyls window. Dad hdhd&&d +o
pull the van over and turn off the stereo.

T+ was quie-l' in the car for a full minute while
evcr?!ah: cnu&hﬁ' ‘ﬂ‘n:.ir b!"Eﬂ.‘H‘\. pnci was rea."?! mnd
+hat we messed up his business call, and he let us
know it.
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But he ?rcbu.b!?« should ve made sure his ‘F"\ohe was
off first. Because when he put it fo his ear, his
client was still on the other end.

Tuesday
After Dad’s work-call disaster 7es+arcln}¢ , he and
Mom had a lohs talk outside the car. Then +}\ey

got back in, and we drove in silence for a while.

A Ralf hour later we ?uﬂed into the ?arkﬂha lo+
of a Faﬁihﬂ zoo. Mom aPehed the side door and
took the cooler with the ?iﬂ in it out of the van.

PETTING Z(

ENTR
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Mom went inside, and five minutes later she came

out with an am?-l?( cooler.

Personally, T wasn+t sad to see the pia ao, but
y P9 9

Mqhhy was a different s+or7.

T'm not so sure Mom was daihs +he petting zoo
nh?! favors 5}! c{nhn‘Hh& a Pi\cj that bites kids.

Ahd S?Edkihg m( w}\ic}'\, h?f ﬁhﬂer was re:dl?!
KILLING me.

Dad said that the P9 ?I"ﬂbdb‘f hadn+ had d.'h?/

immuruzations d.h:l nﬁah‘l‘ even \m\re rnl:aits, wﬁ'\fc’h

was NOT what T wanted to hear.
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Tve seen zhaugl'\ horror movies o know that when
a4 person 3:'|‘5 bit b}! an animal , hu-ﬂ-\ihs suad
comes of it. The LAST thing T need is +o turn
into some kind of w:rc-?is , because +}~.a+ could
r:ally mess up. my &ﬁihﬂ life.

Chez Henri

= PROING

N N\ | A NN K
Mom +ook a look at my 1fih5tr_, and T could +ell
she was a little worried. She said we should find
a doctor to check it out, which didnt calm my

herves dhy.

Mom 4ried to find an emergency-care ?lm:: on
the GPS, but there was nothing within a fifty-

mile radivs.
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But she DID find a VETERINARIAN'S office
five minutes up 'Hne. r'om].

She said a veterinarian would have the same stuff
as d r1:3u|ur dnr.'l'nr, but a vet taul& nr.‘l‘uu“f be
BETTER because H'\ey migh-f khow a +11ih3 or
two about Pi9 bites.

4 hahi:s*ﬂ?r H\aush-f Mom was Jakihs around about
this veterinarian +Hh3, but she was dead serious.
Ahd a -Fr.w minutes later we ?u”td into ‘I'H:
Fdrkiha lot.

JONDS ':—II VETERINARIAN

Mom talked to the receptionist at the front desk
while the rest of us waited on a bench.
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A minute later Mom came back with a -:H?I:-curd
and some ?nPemurk to fill out.

All 'I. can sa}{ S, 'I. 1\.&?5 'I'Hs stuff doesn't 3e+
-Film:l on rr.)( ?trmnhth'l' rcr.ord, because o it crops
up later in life, i+ could be tmbarrnssihﬁ.

Emergency Pet Care

Patient Registration

(it )]

Pet’s name: “2}“%,
Owner's name: Mﬂ%

Species: Nwwwm

Last vaccination: _%amaa.ﬁg,L

History of worms? Yes B No [

> a toddf,,

Last rabies shot: N /A

Spayed/Neutered? Yes [0 NoX®
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Once Mom handed in the forms, the recepionist
told me T could sit with the other "?nﬁm—fs" to
wait for the doctor.

You'd think T4 srl' some sort of ?riori'ly because
I'rn a human beihs, but I 50* ?l.r!' hthihd a 3tt’|:i|
that had swallowed 4 cigarette and a cat that
5u+ its face stuck in a ynﬁuﬁ container.

COUGH

A

When we had our Jas , Sweetie, Mom had +o take
’nim +o *ﬂ\e vet a 5uhc}x of times for SEHEHS into

stuff he wasnt su??nsd to eat. But the LAST

time she took him, she didnt really heed +o.

Mom }\nd found a I::uhr.h of EH?‘|‘>! :::HoPynnh:

wrappers from a ?nck of whoa?ic 'Fu'ts in the 1nuhdr?'
room, n‘nd s"\t ﬁaurcd Sweetie hnd eaten ‘rhen.

127



A??areh-ﬂy , chocolate is like POISON 4o a
Jos,, so Mom rushed him 4o the vet +o se-l' his
s+ﬂm-:r.h PUN?ECI-

When Mom bt"au&]\‘f Sweetie home from +he vet,

she +old me he had gotten into the wl\co?ie pies.
T fel+ kind of bad, because T was the one who
ate them, not the cloa.

Ahd from whcﬂ' 11'#1: hear& , seHihs Your S'i‘crrnnch

PUMPEJ isnt a real ?itnsnh‘l' exPcrie'm:e.
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T feel like "7 visit to the vet was ?a?(hack for
the whan?ia Pie incident, as?er.inlly when the nurse
weia]wecl me oh the same scale 'I'he?' use for DOGS.

z5LY

:}'. DOGGIE POUNDS

The nurse +ook rn)’ "ram?ern'h.rrt , too, and had
me hold the thermometer under my tongue for
+h.'r-|7 seconds.

whth I Sn'l' bn:i: to ‘H‘\: wnHihS ared, Rm.]:rir.k
told me that when they take an ANIMAL'S
ﬂmPem-l'ureJ -ﬂ\ay stick the thermometer
somewhere ELSE , and ﬂ\:;/ ?raan;; use +he

same one for all +lnt|'r Pu‘l’iﬁhﬂ.
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T was worried Rodrick misl-ﬁ be righ-h but then
T realized this information was coming from a avy
who was eating se.r'bil ?e.!leJrs.

CRUNCH
CF-UHC{-I__

Twice while we were waiting at the vets, Mann
bolted out the front door, and both times Dad
Sr‘dbbed him before he got too far. T +hink
Mahh)z was ?re'Hy mad about us |eavi'n3 his Pig
at the Pe-f'i‘ihs 200, and he was ﬂtﬁh‘a out.

CHECKS
CASHED
HEHE'

l [ ) “H| [soaromc + /7

GRODMING

N N N W
When T was Mdhhyli age, T used +o get mad at
Mom and Dad and 'i‘r}' to run away all the time.
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T remember once when we were in the c}mh&ihs
room at the ?aol and Mom was -ifyiha to make

me wedr d bd'ﬂ-\ihﬂ suit T didn like. T +ook off
runhing, but T wasnt r‘enﬂ?' -I-h-‘hkins about where
T was GOING.

RODRICK used 4o run away a lot, +o0. When he
was in first Srn&e , hed take off ﬁ‘u’ﬁ!‘}l &n?' at +he
same time, but hed come back home when Mom +old
him his favorite TV show was on.




When Md.hh?’ +ried to run nwn?r a THIRD ime
+oc|n?i, Mom bough-I' a retractable leash at the
front desk o +r)' and keeP him under control.

Mom also got a bnhdnse for Rodrick’s foot so we

could start 3&5\\’\5 into restavrants as a -i-'r.tm'l?r asaih.

Fihn"f 3 H‘m veterinarian was r’emi?l to see me, nn&
+he nurse led us into the exam room. M?e ?nlms

s*l'dr‘l'td seHihs swed.'l?!, because I nlwn?!s SE"l' d
li+te nervous wl\ch it's time to see the doctor.
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Tm not o I:nis fan of needles, and Mom knows
it. So whenever T need +o Sa'l‘ a flu shot or
Somﬂ}\ihg,, Mom doesnt tell me i+s coming.

Ahd b?l 'H\t +ime 'I: Fisurt out whrﬁ’s Soihs oh,
it's too late.

HEY, IS THAT
A HOT-AIR

But there werent nh}! shots this time around.
Mom +old +he vet what had l-mﬂ::eheci; and she
took a look at my {ihaer.

'ﬂ\e vet said there was ho"r’nihﬂ +o warry about
since the Piﬂjs teeth hadnt broken the skin.
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She ?u+ some antibacterial ointment on h)J 'ﬁhger
JuS"f to be safe and then sent me on m:,' \-.ru?'.

T 3o++a sa}(, T was ?ra-H?r im?re.sse.& b}; the
whole veterinarian ex?eri»zhce. 'ﬂ-\e doctor was no-

nonsense and didn+ ambush me with any needles.

T ﬁgur: when we get back home T r-iﬂh'i' research
some Veterihdrians in our dred. I’n rot Sd)’ih&

T daf-’hi-h:l}f going o make the switch, but T
do want 1o see what my a?ﬁchs are.

Aﬁ'cr H\e vets . Dad sPeh‘{' some time +r?'ih3 +o
51‘!‘ ‘H‘\r. gum out o-lf ‘I'}xr.' sunroot wH"n a PoFsicle
S‘Hc.k. But it was too mtSS?f nh& t\rcni'ud"?' ]‘\E

Su‘w: ”F'
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JIANAUL)

Dad didnt like not beihs able o close the sunroof,
so he drove around trying o find a mechanic who
could fix i+. But 'nobady he talked to would do it
for under a hundred bucks.

So Dad went to a 5rnr.er?! store and bau&}ﬁ‘ some
ce“ofa{'mht and duct ‘I‘dPe, and he fashioned his
OWN sunroof.

Al [\
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T +think Dad was Pre-l-ly Praud of himself for
saving mohey on rut'npcvu‘rsJ tSFacinH;; when it started

+o ran ﬂh& his l\omemdde 5uhl“oc-r }\El& u?.

But after a wl\ﬂt 't‘,m: r.:ﬂa?}\nht 5‘1'u.r‘h:& ﬂ“q’hﬂ
with water and 5!.:35.

E.vr.h'l‘unﬂyj the whole 'Fhihs, gave way, and for
once L was 5|d.& +o be sitting in the back.
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We Pd.rl:ed uhder an overpass and waited for the
rain to clear up while Mnhhy and Rodrick changed
nto Some &f}‘ clothes.

T}\E ‘h'iP was a +otal AisnS'h:r up ‘o 'I'Hs Poih'l',
and even Mom was rta&y to admit it.

She said i+ Prabnbi?' wasn+ such a sm& idea to do
:\rer?'ﬁihs ncmrdins to 1'}\& mnsnz.}m 4 and '1":1-:1-1‘
if we switched Jr’nihss up. a li+tle, mnyfm we could

turn ‘I'}\: ‘I'n'P d.r'auhc{.
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Mom said that from +then on, wed 90 wherever

the road took us and wed make decisions as a
FAMILY n|¢h3 the wn)(. She said the rest of
-ﬂ'\e ‘h"i? caul& |>= |ike *I'huse Chmse Your Own

A&v:h*l'ure books.

T n|wn)es liked +hose books, because on e\rer‘y page

fﬂu 3&1‘ to make a &r_cisioh +}m+ c}*.nhs,ts +he s+or71.

The ancient statue has a

priceless gem in its eye
socket. The inscription at
the base of the statue
reads STEAL FROM ME
AND PERISH. What do
you do?

If you pry the gem from
the statue, turn to page 40.

If you stop and pet the
kitten, turn to page 23.

93

—

'ﬁ\r. ?roH:m iS5, 'I. never seem to make 'I'}xr. choices

+hat 3:1' me to a hd??)( Ehclihs.
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Tn fact, it seems like no matter WHAT choice T
make, its n!wu}(s the WRONG one.

When you step onto the
dais to pet the kitten, the
ground beneath you gives
way, opening into a deep
chasm.

You fall to the bottom and
die. Better luck next time!

The End

T wasnt so sure about Mom's new a??rmn:\\, bt T

Fisure& nhyﬂﬁihs was ah improvement as lahs as T
didnt seJr bit b}( nh?( more Piﬂs.

After the rainstorm ?nssed , we 3n+ back in the
car nn& swe Mom s I&en d +r'?l. Nheh we red.r.he&
our first intersection, she asked w:rynm if we

should 4urn riah'? or lef+ or 9o 5+rni31'\+.
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So we held a vote. Me and Rodrick voted to turn
r'iah-l‘, and thats what we did. And when we 3o‘|‘
40 ANOTHER intersection, we voted nsu{h , and
this time we turned LEFT.

We drove into this litte town that had 4we
restaurants, and after we voted , we went to one
that ended up }mvihs the best apple pie Tve ever
tasted in my life. Tn fact, i+ was so 500& we
ordered a SECOND one.

140



Mom was renﬂ}; ?'lensed with herself for coming up
with this new aF?rouch and said she was gonna
write in to ":F.amil?’ Frolic" and +ell THEM about it.

The nh!;{ person who WASN'T havihs a 3-::&4
time was MANNY, who still seemed vpset about
+he ?r's. Mom ch'f +he leash on him even while we
were en+ih3 ; to make sure he chcthi' +r>¢ and run

dw-:?e d.su.ih.

After lunch, Mom asked me to take Mnhh}( to the
bathroom % which ahiy had one toilet in it. So T
wni-l'e.d ou-l'side for }\im +o cla }\is business.

Mﬁhh?( was in there for a whilc, and I started +o
wonder what was 't‘nkihg him so |ah3.
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i & -Fihd.”?f o?ehed the door, and he was GONE.

Lucl:‘.r'l;; , Dad saw Mnhny *I'}\rnush the front
window of +1‘u: restavrant and Scoc-?td !‘n'r-l up
before it was too late. Pecauvse if i+ ]hnci been

another minute or two, who knows HOW far he
would Ve Su'H'ah.
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We got back in the van and Mom 5+ra??ed Hmhhy
into Nis car seat. When we got to a 5+u?|II3H,
e\."e.r'yahe ﬂsreed +hat we should g0 lef+, and we
waited for the 1551\-1‘ +o {hnhse.

When i+ turned green, Dad s‘re??eJ on the 90s,
but a car came out of how}\trc and TOTALLY

ran the red |i5{‘1+.

Dad laid on the horn, but the driver Jus+ kt?'l'

oh going.
B

T}xen d.ha‘l'htr car ran -i'}xe 1.'3*1'1‘, dh& ‘l'}xen
ANOTHER. T+ was like habcdy even NOTICED
that the iiﬂl‘\'f was red.
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Dad was 3e++ih5 Pre-Hy frustrated, and when he
Saw a gap between two cars, he F"'+ the ?edul +o
-H\e floor dhd ]huhﬂ a left.

SCQQ‘ ‘]

We bnr‘ei?r s:iueezed in front of the NEXT «car,
which ALSO ran the light-

When T looked back at the car behind vs, T
noticed sohe+hih5 weird. There was a li+tle ﬂdﬂ oh
either side of +the hood.
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Mom noticed the ﬂnﬂs, to0, and she got re.:nﬂ:/
upset. She said the vehicles behind us were part of
a FUNERAL procession.

She tx?lniht& +ha+t Jurfha a funeral, cars are
allowed o 90 ﬂ'iraush red liﬂhﬂ oh their wny
from the church o the EEP\‘E'I‘EI"?’ so ‘H‘\E}J can all
stick +o5e+]+~.ar. And row wed gone and cut off
the line of cars.

Dad was getting ?nhi:i:?' +hat all the cars behind
our Van were how {ollawihs US, and he +ried 4o
shake +them off our +ail b){ mnk-’hs a few qu;ck turns.
=




T+ didnt work, ﬂ'\oush. Dad said he was gonha
get back on the ]'\ishwn‘y and 'i‘r‘?! +o lose the cars
THAT w-:.)h but Mom said the LEAST we could do
was iea& ‘H'\e Pen?ie behih& us to H\e tl:me*l'ery.

So Mom 17?&4 "l:Eran'fE.r'?’" into the GPS, and

there was one ‘jus+ a few blocks d.hrd.?(.

JUNTRY 182 RESULTS FOR "CEMETERY"
QUIET MEADOWS | 0.5

RESTFUL OVERLOOK] 7.2
PEACEFUL VIEW 7.9
PLEASANT HILLS 9.3

We drove +}~.rou5h +he gates and ?arlz‘.ed nloh5 +he
side of the ?aﬂw. Eﬁf:r}mhe who was -{nlinwihs us
sn'f out of ‘Hn:ir cars, but “H\t}) seemed confused.

One |oak at *ﬂ\e srnvesi'nhes and i+ was clear wi\n‘l'
had hn?faehed. AFPdrthﬂ;{, the GPS +reats all

cemeteries the same, and i+ had taken us +o a

PET ceme-i'er?r.
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got u5'|7r.

After escaping with our lives from the pet

czmﬂry, e\ferfnhz &ecidt& i+ woulc{ be best 4o
J'us*i' ?nr.k it in for the niah‘h So we found a
hotel a few miles away and got a room on the
seventh floor.
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Dad wasn+ comfortable leaving all our stuff in
the van, since someone could get in ﬂmu&h the
sunroof and steal whatever -ﬂw:?' wanted, so we
had 4o +ake EVERYTHING into +the hotel.

IR it

'ﬂnis mr‘nihs Mom wanted to kte? Saihs with
+he Choose Your Own Adventure Flnh. T was
s+dr+ih3 +o wonder if i+ was such a 3r¢d.+ idea,
since it almost got us killed yes-ierdn?', but Mom
was s+£ckih3 with it.

She srabl:-:& A buhc}\ of I:r‘achures from *ﬂ'w. front
desk and braua}rl' ‘H'\:rn +o breakfast so we could
-ﬂﬂurt out whn‘!' we wanted 1o do for the i.Jm?'.
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There were d.c*l'uaﬂ}/ TOO Mdhy options, and

no{mcl?! r.nulci agree on whu‘l' +o do.

Dn& wanted to take an uﬂ-cla.y Suiéecl tour of 4
Civil War battlefield. Mom wanted +o go to +he
beach. z‘:\h& Rodrick wanted to 90 4o the electric

Sanr musSeum.
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What looked like the most fun o ME was a ?Im:e
called Soak Central. We went to a water Pnrk

LAST summer but 3‘3'"' rained ouvt, so L -Fisurt:!
+his would make up for i+.

But Mom read ‘l'hrnua’n +}1e brm.‘nure and said Soak
Central looked "artificial” and +hat the whole

?aih-f of this +ri1||:a was to AVOID ?laces like that.
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Since hobod?e could agree oh dh?('H\ihs_. Mom said
she was nukihs an executive decision and that
we were going to the beach. Dad didnt complain,
because T'm sure he was +Hhkf‘ns that if we were
going to the shore, he mish'l' m-ﬂ'm:a.l'l}r get a
chance o uvse his BOAT.

T reall)» not much of a beach person n?lself.

Whenever we go to one, we bring a blanket and
s?rend " out, then sit there for the whole &a);.
And you cant real!y 90 nhywhe.r‘e; because ?(ou'ra

worried someone will take }(nur‘ spot.

T}\t last +ime we went o 'ﬂ\: b:m‘.}\ ’ pdd brnuai;rl'
the +nr‘|? Ke uses o cover the boat so wed have

more room for our *Fnrnily and all our stuff.
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But the 'I'nr'? was at LEAST 4wice the size of our

old blanket, and i+ took up a ton of space oh
-’rhe benc}\.

Not to mention the fact that its made of
PLASTIC, so with +the sun benﬁhs down, it
was like sitting in a fr?fihs pan.

T+ was ESPECIALLY embnrrnssihs when +he
rest of my fnrm'ly went to srnb lunch on the

banr&wnik ah& I -hd.c{ to hdh& bnck on ‘I'he ‘|'d|l"'P
b}( m)mehc +o watch our stuff.




So T wasnt real excited about going o the beach,
tspacially since T knew Dad had his boat tarp

with him.

'ﬂ\e benc}\ wds a -Fe.w hnur‘s* {lri\re m-.ra?!, 50 I
decided to take a hap until we got there. And
believe me, with all +he Juhk Fi!e& up in the back

of +}\e rmiruvan, ot wash+ eus}x.

I woke up when the van slowed down. I 'I'}mug’.'ﬁ
we were at the beach, but we hadnt even gotten
to the bridse }JeJr. T+ seemed like evaryoht had
the same idea WE did.

WONK HONNy gEEEEP _ -
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When we were about a c{unr-h:r of a mile from
+he bn’&sa, T could tell Dad was s+ur‘+ih5 to

5e+ hervous.

He HATES br?&aes , because for some reason he
3&1‘5 clizz)r whehﬂer 5ne ’nns +o drive over one.

ﬂ'\: brEdﬂt +o +he beach is one of those kinds
that's reull;r hiah above the water, and T'm sure

Dad wasn+ Imféihs forward to ba-’ha stuck on it
for the next half hour.

Mom told Rodrick HE could drive. So we ?uiled

over a.hd everyohe swi-’rcheé seats.
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Dad +ook my place in the back so he wouldn® see
the bri&gt‘. out the front window, and T moved o
the middle row.

When Rodrick got in the drivers seat, he took
n&vuh-l'asa of Dad’s radio rule and blasted }\ew?r
metal music. And T could tell that wasnt }wel?ihs

Dad’s nerves.

L

y ¥

We were r::-h|7 5:::'?\3 about three miles an hour.
]:‘i' imked Hkt we were gohhd be s+uck on ‘H\e
brici&: even |ah5tr than T szcr.‘l'ed, so T n?ened
the bns of cheese curls Rodrick bausli'\‘!' at the

rocery store.
groachy
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There was a seu3u11 sitting on the bridse ruiiihﬂ
next to our minivan, and i+ looked riﬂtﬁ at me.

DR

111111

T guess T kind of fel+ sorry for it, so T +ossed

d chr_ts: crl out of ﬂ\: sunroof. I !hn.'w: to sn?! i

I Was ?reﬂ')( imPrtSStci wi'\:h ‘I']'\c s;nsuﬂ cnush'}
the thing in midair.




T was about 1o throw i+ ANOTHER one, but
Mom 5+::-PPI:<.J¢ me.

She snid seusuﬂs are rcu.uy a&gr:ssivc, dhd Siviha
+hem "Fen?it food" is a bad idea.

She was r'ia}\-l' about the "nsaressi"ufe“ +hih5,
because +wo seconds later the seagull was on fop
of the car, and ?mu could +ell i+ wanted more food.

]: +l'~.rew d'nn*l'htr ohe at i+ to +r>' u.'n& mnke it
g0 nwn?f, but the stnau" bobbled the cheese curl g
which fell n'sh‘i' back into the car.
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That's when 'ﬂ‘qihas got BAD.

The 5au5ull hafu?ad down INTO +he car and ate
the cheese curl off the floor.

For a second, ever‘?fahe was in a state of shock that

a sea.auil wds in our Van, and hobn&?r moved a muscle.

"n\.e 5en3u!1 Squnwked a few times nhd H'\ch ‘h‘ie&
+o 151?! bntk out 'I'}\r. wuy it came in. But i+ rvu'SSth
the a?thihs IJ}{ about two feet and smacked into
+he roof.
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Then i+ Just went cnm?leﬁ:ly huts, ﬂ){ihﬂ
around and cr‘nshihs into the windows. E-ver)(ohe.
wds in a total Fahic, and feathers and cheese

curls were everywhre..

Then +he seagull got Sr‘eed?‘ and smbbe& the bns
of cheese curls off +the floor. But T 5“""&9‘:& it
and held on for dear life. Ever)'ahe was ;,'elliha at
me 1o let go of the bag, but T wasn't gving in.
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Fimll?g, the sengu'll beat me in our hs-nf-war and
flew s+ruish"r up ﬂ\rou\gh the sunroof, +akih3 the
cheese curls with i+. But the Se.dsu“ didn+ get far
with the bns.

Tl b

s\. MA Cf:b

Al}ou*l' +}1ree—qunr+ers of the cheese curls ended
vp BACK in the minivan, and from there i+ was a
+otal his}\-fmara.
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A few of the St-:xsulis flew up front, and Rodrick
got so freaked out he hit the 9as. When +he
birds F-'hdlly cleared out and things settled down,
we hné a whole NEW ?rabhm to deal \-.riﬂ'\.

£
o® "o

Believe i+ or not, ‘H\c ?m?h in the car that we
r:nrwh&cd were dn‘.‘|'udu?f ?rtH'y hice.

T+ was a man and his wife , and ﬂ\ey seemed to
understand it was an accident. So 1'}\1&;; exc}mnse:d
insurance information wH‘h Dad 5 and "H\E ?niict

didn+ even need +o 3E+ nvolved.

Tf ﬁh}"ﬂnihﬂ GOOD came out of the accident, i+
was that it So'f us out of goihg +o the beach.
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The BAD news was that now our van wouldn+
start, and we had to wait an hour for a tow

+ruck to come.

All +he traffic went down +o one lane, and that
didnt make us oo PoPuinr with the Fea?le 'I‘r}dhﬂ
to cross the {':-r‘i&se.

o7s)ia

T}\e 54..7 at ﬂ\e auto r‘anir sho? said we cracked

+he radiator and it was gohha take at least
four or five hours to fix it. That meant we
needed to find SDmt‘l']"-fhs to do for the rest of
the &ny.
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When we s+eP?tJ outside, T was ?re-H)r shocked

to find out we were only two blocks away from
Seak Central ' ch’n 15 whare I w-:hh'l‘E.cI o 90 n
-ﬂ'\e FIRST ?ince.

T BEGGED Mom 4o let us 9o there while we were
wni*l'inﬁ for +}~u: van to 3!.'1' fixed.

5\'\1 said sl\e wouH rn‘ﬂ'\er we d.d same*l'}mihs
“wholesome like go o a local ljbrnr?f , but this time

sht was auﬂn‘l‘c& four o one.
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So we walked o Soak Central and Fm’& for tickets
at the gate. Then we got a locker and put in all
the stuff that we didnt want +o get wet.

We c}mhﬁed hto our bn-ﬂxiha suits and met outside
the restrooms. T+ was SUPER crowded, and
-’rhere was no wn.?l we were gonhha find five lauhst
chairs all 'I'asc'?h:r. We e:"u’th‘l'un“?f found ONE
chair with a few broken straps, and dumped our
towels and the rest of our stuff on i+.




Mom and Dad 5+ﬁ}(ﬁd back with Mmhh;u so me
and Rodrick were on our own. But Mom said she
wanted the two of us to stick together.

We went 1o the giant wave ?mi first, but there
were about o BILLION Peo?le in it
*‘" Dng s -

7 .. s 11 rﬁo fl-?ﬂ‘
er e

ﬁ ’{x*\"‘-'ﬂ : . . __'_.

Ro&r?ck su&gcsﬂ& we ?in?! Hde-nh&-seek g bu*?
wH'h all ‘I'}\e ?euFlz and rafts in ’H\: Pool, 'I.
knew i+ would be imPossth for the seeker +o find
the hider.
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T said 4o make i+ FAIR, +he hider covldn* swim
vnderwater. T didnt renlbr trust Rodrick not o

c}m:ﬂ', but he came vp with a waf +o make sure the
hider followed +he rules.

Rodrick got a paper ?lace. mat from the snack bar
and said the hider had +o kee? it Jr?e to prove he
didn+ 90 underwater. Ahcl I Ba\fe to a&nﬁ, 'J:
was ?rr_‘Hy Imfl)ressed he came up wH"n -’r}m-l' all on

=
HF% [SACK

Hs owh.

T volunteered 4o be the first hider and found a
spot at the far end of the ?ooi where 1 knew
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What T DIDN'T know was +that Rodrick had
written Eome*i‘hins on the ?hm mat before 3?'#:'1'\3

it +o me. Uh-l'ror‘l'uhd‘l'c!y, c'hrr.r?ionf. AROUND me
noticed before I did.

What he wrote wouldve been bad choush oh its
OWN, but the m’ss?elled word somehow made i+

h‘“ DRSEJ'
w_/
LY

T am no+t
warrrg d
— T bothing suit 77—

=
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And even MORE Embnr‘rnsﬁr\s was when the
|i¥e.3unrcl sa‘l‘ down from her chair and told me T
had +o get out of the P:}::-L

When i+ comes to Rodrick, Tve gotta learn never
to trust him. ESPECIALLY at water Fnr‘ks.




T was done with Rodrick after the Plnce mat
"rhiha and didnt care if Mom said we needed +o
stick '%og,e.‘l'her‘. T left him behind and went o a
waterslide b/Y N?(SE."\(.

T hadnt realized how long +he line was vntil T
got hnhfway up +he stairs. But b?' +hen a ton
of ?mPlt were BEHIND me, and there was no
+u|"hih3 back. So 'I. Was Pdtktd n wH‘]\ +hese
Pea?it uwntil T got to the +°P'

'I.'I' was rr.nu)( ha'i', and ?ca?h: were s+nr+ih3 +o
get nSHn'I'tcl |>?( how slow +he line was moVing,
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Then the kid risiﬁ behind me Poked +he lndy in
FRONT of me in the butt with a ?nnl noodle,
and she -I'hnua'r& it was ME.

So then T had her BOYFRIEND 4o deal with.

T I"td“?’ didnt want to get into a fight over
somﬁhiha like ﬂ\is, but 1ucl:ﬂ?r it didnt come to
that. We were at the top of the stairs, and i+ was
time to go down the slide.

Uhfor-’ruhﬁel}:, the raft was a four-seater, which
made %ihﬂs Fre-l*l'y awkward on the ride down.
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'ﬂ\e sh'clt ern?ﬁecl out into an darea where -ﬂ‘qere
were a ton of ra-F+s, w-‘nich was sri:n‘l' becauvse i+
5:!.‘#1: me a chnhu: o }*.ic{t: from ‘H‘.rrl' woman n.hcl
’n:r bny-!rrithd. I went dl"ﬂUhl‘.JI ﬂ'\a ldz.?t river twice
+o make sure IH lost+ ‘l']ntr-..

T4 had thnu&’n with the water after that, so T
went back 4o our |auh3t chair +o get my clothes.
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But the chair was GONE, and all our stuff was
|yih5 in a ?He on the srouhd.

T found the rest of m)f {dmily at the snack bar
getting lunch and +old +hem what }m??ehed with

our |ouh5e chair.

Mom said it wouldn+ be hard +o ﬁsurt out who
TOOK # because of the broken s-’rru?s.
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We s?reo.d out to look for it, and T searched +he
area 5}« the wave ?ooi.

Sure :hnus"\, our |nuh3c r.hnir was +’.".=r'r.. But I
couldn+ BELIEVE who was SITTING in it.

T dont know what the odds are of running into
-H'\e same ?en?le usaih nhd a_gaih : but -ﬂ\;s was
starting to get RIDICULOUS.

2 -ﬁ'ﬁurccl i+ was best to Just let the Beardos
HAVE our |ouh3e chair ahd not make i+ into a
biﬂ deal. So when I cdu&}ﬁ back up with r--r
ﬁm’ly. T pretended T didnt have any luck
{:ihdihs our chair.
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B}J how our food was getting cold, and we still

didnt have :’.h}’WI'\ﬂrt to eat. We e.w:h-l‘unH?e found
d Place to sit behind +he snack bar.

E-vtryahe seemed rend}( +o leave after that.
Mom asked for the ke}y +o the locker so she could
3e+ our stuff. But T +old her T didn+ HAVE i+

She said she had Si\rch me the kt?(, but T 4urned
both Packrl's of m}' bn'}’nihs suit inside out to
prove H\z}g were ern?-t?/.
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T was Fre:H'?r sure she'd given +he l:t}f to
RODRICK, but he said HE didn+ have it, either.

E.veryba&?’ searched themselves for the h:?r, but
we all came up :m?‘l'y-}mndr.&. This was a HUGE
Frobl:m, becavse Mom and Dad’s cell ?}\nhts and

wallets were in that |ar.k:r, so we couldnt leave
until we found .

We went 4o an emFloyte at the front counter and
told him we lost our ka?u

I ADULTS : 825 == J.

CHILDREMN : $20 0050
I I I I

But when he asked what our locker number was 7
none of us could remember. There were hundreds of
+hem, and ‘H\E?( all looked cmcﬂf the same.

175



He said the locker number was written on the l:t}i,
but of course THAT information wasn+ getting

us nhfwhr.re.

The 9vy said the oh!y ﬂ\ihﬂ we could do was 'I'r}r
and FIND +the key, S0 we s?IH' vp and retraced

our s*h:?s Aacross ‘i"m: water Fnrk.

Rn&r‘fck went to *I+\e waVe Pnnl whzre we ?hye&
hide-and-seek, and T went +o the |-:|.z.?l river but
didn% hq\u nh}( luck.

D" T e @ (ga=

When we met back up, mbo&;/ had found +he kt}f
Mom snid rqnfl::': we nccfdeh‘h“f ‘I'hrew it r.twn?l

after we ate , SO we Aus ‘Phr‘au&h ‘ﬂ\r. +rn5}~. hear

where we sat.
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Mom said we should all concentrate real hard and

+rf to remember which locker we put our stuff in,

and when T did, T could SUCI'&EH'?’ see it c|enrl)r n

m?l mind.
929
8 E >
)

T +old Mom, and we went s+rd.i31'1+ +o locker 929.
Sure s:hough, it was locked, and there was no lr.ey
in the door.
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\We went back to the ﬁu?( at the counter to tell
him which locker was ours, but we had to wait a
|nh3 +ime before we could 3&'1‘ }‘.-’S attention.

When we told him our locker number, he got out
+he master ke?' and walked over +o number 929
wH'h us. Dut b}( ‘l"ne +ime we 3&1’ -ﬂ\cre 5 H\e key was
back in the slot and the locker was EMPTY.
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That meant someone had found our l:ay and
STOLEN all our stuff.

Then T thought of ANOTHER possibiity: When
the Beardos ook our |nuh3e chair, ‘H‘\E?’ mustVve
taken our KEY, +oo.

T decided 4o tell Mom and Dad all about the
Beardos and how -H\e?r ?rabubly stole our stuff +o
get some ?n?fi:mck on me. Then T ook them to
the area where T last saw them sitting.

But {':"y +the +ime we got +here 4 ‘ﬂ\e?l were GONE.
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T was worried Hwey miah-f've alrend?( lef+
1|:n:ur‘i-:.J so T ran to the front Su'fe. And
¢hau5}\, +he Pur‘?ie Vdh was P““"“S awn?z.

+he

sure
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T KNEW +hat fam.’ly was bad news from the
baaf_:j.'r~.1r~u'1-\\:3J but T never +hou5h+ 'ﬂ"e)’ we
of THEFT.

re -:r.n?:tble

Dn& vsed ﬂ'\e ?hnhe at H\e front desk +o call ﬂ\e
Fn“ce, but +]hr. cops Sdi& ‘t'hd.‘l' wi+’nau+ a license

qu*h-. number i+ would be rtn”)f hard +o +

our stolen s+uH".
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T£ +here was any GOOD news about our situation,
i+ was that the kt:}( +o the van wasnt in the

locker, because i+ was back at the mechanic’s.

So we walked 1o the avto repair sho?J where

the mechanic was getting rcndy to Pu’i‘ in a new
radiator. He told Dad it was gonna cost almost
three hundred dollars, but Dad told him he
tnuldh} Pn?l because Hs wallet Juﬁ' 3::1' stolen.

Dad +old the mechanic he'd mail him a check +he
second we got home, but the avy said he couldnt
take an "LO.U." He said what he COULD do
was put some sealant on the busted radiator,
which would last a dd?f or two before it wore off.
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But the mechanic said we'd have to run the heater
inside the van at full blast 4o keeF the engine
from overheating. He said it might sound crazy,
but i+ ﬁ:‘l‘uuli?' works.

Mom and Dad +alked it over and decided we should
Just drive the van all the way home. We didn+t have
any money of a ?l’mhe, but we DID have a full +ank
of gas. Dad ﬁsure& f we drove s+ra.‘51~.+ +hrou5h,
wed get back at about 3:00 in the morning.

Mom seemed ?rE'H')r sad 'l'l\.t 'h'iP was SE'l"l'ihS cut
short, but to be honest, T was kind of relieved.

Nhe‘n we 3&1‘ in *I'h: Van, Pq& +urhtcl. up ‘I'H: htn-l'
Jusi' ke ‘ﬂ'\e mt:hnru'r. +old Hm to, and wH‘Hh
about ‘H‘\Er‘ly s:cnhds it was 4 }wh:lr‘:& dtsrr.:s
inside the car.
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Mom aPehed all +the windows vp front, but it was
like a FURNACE w}ncr‘t ]: Was SH"Hns, since "H\E
wihc{nws quck ‘t’,hl:l"t &ah“l' oPth.

T +4old Mom T didn+ think T could make it all
the wasy home without cl?e.'hs of heatstroke, but
she said T'd be fine as long as g s-l'n?'ed ]h?f&rﬁed.
Then she got two cases of water out of the boat
and brought them into the van.
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We headed out onto the hiﬁhwuy, and T went
-ﬂ\rouah four bottles of water in the first hour.

T 4ried +o fall usi:c? +o make the trip go faster,
but 1: Sa't woken vp whth snmtba&y S'l'u.r'l'c&

lnohkihﬂ +heir horn.

'ﬂ'u: ?eople i 'H'\t car hext to us were wﬂih& 'l'}'\eir
arms and -I-r?dhg to get our attention.

}*?

When T looked behind us, T was Sur?risac! to see
that the tarp on the boat was loose and -ﬂn?PIhs
drnuh& in H\e w[hc{.

And everything INSIDE he boat was flying OUT.
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Cars were swerving lef+ and rr's}vi' +ry?n3 +o

avoid our stuff ﬁfﬁh& +hrau3h +he air. B'?l now,
Dnci I.'\d.cl seen w}m‘l‘ wdas 59-'?*-3 oh in ‘I'}u: rearview
mirror, and he ?uﬂed over o ﬂ\.e side of ‘H‘\e road.

We spent the next two hours wn!kihs down the
’m'shwn)« ﬁfihs +o recover all of our stuff. But we
had o give up when i+ Sa'l' dark.
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Once we 5-::+ back o 'H'\e Van, we sorted %rougl‘r
the ﬂ'\r’hss we had collected. T4 say T found
about two-thirds of the clothes T4 ?ﬁcke& for
-ﬂ'\e +r‘F? , but Mom said *ﬂ*.r_re were w{‘mh BAGS

'l"nd.‘l' were missins.

What was REALLY gross was that a few of
the items we Ficktd vp werent even OURS.

Rodrick found 4 pair of underwear that was as
stiff as cardboard.

Once we got back in the car, Mom said we needed
to start 'I‘Hhkihs about eating. Rodrick wanted +o
open the ?ackaaa of cinhamon rolls +hat was s+ill
in the grocery bd.s‘, but Mom said 'ﬂ-\ey hadnt been
re-Fr‘isern'i‘ed and he'& sr.'l' sick if he. ate them.
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Mom used the GPS 4o -hf‘?f and find a Plu.r.e +o
eat. But the ohly ?h:e.s +hat were open at that
hour were fast-food restavrants, and Mom

wash + }\n??y about +l'~.n+.

We ended up pulling over at a rest stop along
the Eia}\wa}r that had a fried chicken P'm‘.ﬂ. Since
we &idhji' !.'m*ﬂ: a.h?- cnsh or credit :nrcls, we }mcl
+to scrounge around on the floor of the car for

loose chan ge.

We came up with three dollars and fifteen cents,
w’nic‘n I was ?rﬁ-i?f sure wasn+ even :huush to
3l:+ a drumstick nhd a +H3]~..

Mom Sd.id r"-n?!l}e ‘l‘hty l‘\d& a Value menu wi‘l’}\ less
tx?chsi'lft items, so we Sn'l' out of the car and
walked 4o the restaurant.
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But when we 3°+ to the entrance, the doors

were locked. We could see workers inside, but

a??arah-ﬂ?z at +that hour the ohly '!‘Hhs open
was the &r.‘ve--l'}'\rnua}w.

We 301’ *:m.cl':. in ‘I'}\e car nhd ‘I'n'ecl to enter ’H\:
drive—-}’nroush lane, but w:"l']\ the bnad', it was
+too 'I'ig{'ﬁ' d squeeze. So we had o rr.Pd.rk and 9o
ﬂ\rousl'\ on FOOT.




We stood next to the menu and waited for
someone to come on the skaer and take our

order, but no one did.

Dad said there must be some kind of sensor +hat
could detect the weish'l‘ of a car, so we did our
best to trigger it.

E.veh'fud!l?', samtﬁa&?! inside noticed vs and o?the,&
the ::}rivz-'flnroush window.
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Mom asked what we could get with the mohey we
had, and the cashier said we could bu}( a small box
of chicken nuggets and a biscuit.

So we got +hat, ?ius a handful of barbecve sauce
Pncke-{'s. Then we went back to the van and s?!i-!'
vp -H\e. food five wnys.

We drove for a half hour or so, but by now it was
?re-l-t)f obvious we werent gonha make it all the
way home in one shot. So we were gonhha have to

find a Flace: +o slu?.

We didnt have nny th?’ for a }m"’l’d, so Mom
tried to find a cnm?si'l'c htnrb)f.
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The closest one was ten miles in +he opposite
direction, though. Dad said we were just gonna
have to take the next exit, find a Flace where we
could Park, and $|ee? in the car.

T was open to Jr.-s-l‘ about ahyﬂﬁhs as lnhg, as we
could turn the heater off when we s-l'u??ed.

But as soon as we took the exit, i+ was clear we'd

r-m:le a r*:iS‘i'nkE.

First of all, the road wasnt ?:wed. There weren+
u.hy 9as stations or stores or even nh}; }\ouses.

There were Juﬁ‘ +rees on either side of the road,

and no streetl: 5h+5.




We drove for a long time, but the road was
narrow and there wasnt a good place to pull over.
T +hink eve.r‘fahe wds sei"l‘ihg ?reﬂ'f s?aokecl,
and eveh-kunliy Mom +old Dad we should Just get
back on the Hshwn?(.

But Dad kept saying he was POSITIVE that
at n.h?’ moment we were gonha ﬁhc{ d sooc{ ?ld.r.t

+o S‘I'n?.

ﬂ'\e farther we went, +huu5h, +he more nhervous
Mom became, because now even the GPS didn+

khﬂw W}\ETE we were.

?

We saw some sishs vp n}\end, d.hcl we all 501‘
excited that mnybt we were 3t+“l'ih3 back to

civilization. But we were wrong.
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R 1a

1!.

Rish-f at +the moment when ever?mhe,'s nerves were

-lfa-’mli?( shot, there was a re.d.ll?( loud noise.

Dad swerved off the road . and our car came to
a S‘h‘:P in +i~.c mud.

T“’l}r ears were rihﬂihs, and I looked around to .h-f
and ﬁsurt out what }nn& hd??thtd.
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E u?meé to see broken glass everywherm but

the windows were intact, and there was some kind

of weird goo all over +hem.

Rodrick had +he Saoe?( stuff on the back of his
head, and he was TOTALLY {freaking out.

T still didn+ know what was going on, but +hen

I imk:d in *ﬁwe 3”“"7 bnﬂ, whic}\ }\ncl shre&s of

+he cinnamon roll ?ncknaz inside.

“The tube had EXPLODED because the bag was
sitting right on 4op of one of the heater vents.
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But RODRICK didnt know that yet. He had
uncooked cinhamon rolls all over the back of his
head, and he ﬂxou‘g]ﬁ the dous\\ was his BRAINS.

’ﬁrﬂ'\d+ u?se'? Rodrick even MORE was wheh ht Sdw
Mdhh?l |ick-’h3 the stuff off his ﬂnﬂers.
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Once Rodrick ﬁgure& out what had haPPahe:&
and calmed down, we cleaned vp the inside of the

minivan with some paper towels.

ﬂ\th Dnd +ur“ne& 'ﬂ\e car nrouhd d.hc! dr:::-\.re back
to the Hs}\wa)r. A+ the next exit there was a
Su?er‘mnr‘krl' with an F.N?‘|7 Par‘kihs lot, so Dad
?ulled in for the hishi-.

We ahl;l had four reclining seats in the van and
five ?ao?la, so Mom volunteered Dad +o sleeP in
+he boat.

'I- know Dad was |nc-]:ih3 forward +o usihs his boat
on +his +ri?, but Tim guessing this was NOT what
he had in mind.




Wednesday

T+ took me a long time o fall asleep last rﬁshh
and I was woken up at about 6:00 in H\t mml.hﬂ
w"\:h ‘H\e Srnctry store crnPlafc:S s+a.r‘+cd drri'l.riha

for work.

» -_'.

=l QATTLE
RATTLE RATTLg!

B?( +hen +he sun was up and it was alrend;/ hot
in the car, ?lus we were all sﬁck?r and miserable

from sieefihﬁ in our clothes.

We walked over +o the Srncery store to see if
‘1'}\&?(}4 le+ us use +1'\e bdi']hraam +o wdsh vp, but
‘H‘\: manager sd.ir.Jl +}~.e store wauléht!' be open o

customers for another two hours.
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When we were wnikih& back to the car, Mom said
we could use Mnhhy’s bab?' wipes to get cleaned up-
But then she realized she had atci&e.h-l'aliy locked
the ke?rs inside the minivan.

'ﬂ\ere was HOPE, +hw5}1. The sunroof was sHill
open, so Dad tried +o FISH the k:}fs out of the
cup holder.
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After a lot of 'Tf?lihs, he still couldnt get +he
ri3h+ angle. T+ looked like we were out of
options at +hat point, but then Mom 5u53e5+ed
md.)(ﬁe MANNY could get +he i:eys out.

So Dad lowered Mdhh}( 'l'}\rnuah the sunroof I:?(
his leash.

Once Mnhhy was in the van, he took his sweet time.
First he went into the backseat and ate the two
barbecve sauce ?Mkeﬂ we had lef+. Then he &:.-3
+¥\rcu5}1 my duffel bnﬂ ahd found a Pack of Oreos
IH been sn'l-*ihs Jusf in case.
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Mnhhy 'Fiha"y made his way to the front of the
car and su-f +he ke.ys, but instead of oPehiha the
door 1o let us in, he started +he engine.

Then he fiddled with the knob on the stereo until
he found a radio station he liked.

§) THE ITSY-BITSY J/
SPIDER CLIMBED UP
} THE WATERSPOUT /7

Mom and Dad were ?ouhdihs on the wih&ows,
+r?'ih3 to 3:'1’ Hﬁhh)! +o open the door. But
+hen Mdhh}f ?u-# the car in DRIVE.

]: +Hhk until ‘H‘]Eh e\.rer?inhe hn& 1cnr‘sa+'l'eh ﬂ\-ﬂ'
Mdhh)’ {‘.n& been *I'r?lihs Yo run nw-:ly f because we
never would Ve made the mistake of |c++5h3 him in
the van b?( himself if we had remembered.
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LuckﬂyJ Muhhf wasn+ +all thausl'\ to reach the
9as Fe&nl, because if he could, he wouldve been

Iﬂhﬂ sohe..

T think Mahh}o‘ knew his escape plan was foiled,
at least for now. Mom Fihn"?l convVinced him o
unlock +he doors and let us in.

Once we got going again, T started seeing some
familiar sis}ﬂ's out ‘H‘u‘. window - becnuSt we were

bnsic.a")( re-l'ratfhs our P-rl'}w back home.

We were r.r:-r-ni\“ll‘r:‘;i up on ‘H‘\t town w}\tre we s?en‘l' ‘ﬂ‘\:
firs+ hFﬁH’ of the +rFP, and when we Pnsscd b}( the
motel wed s-h:nred in, 1 saw the CRAZIEST +hih5.
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There was a Fur?le van in the ?arl:iha lot.

1

Il ['h
| I Iy
(&)

)

T +old Dad, and he Pulied over. We took a closer

look at the van 2 and sure ehouah , it was +he one
that be.lo'nsed 4o the Beardos.

That meant they were staying at THIS motel,
and were ?rabﬁbl‘y using Mom and Dad’s credit
cards +o PAY for i+.

We Pd.rkecl our car at ‘I'}\e 55&#. of +i‘.: ﬁuMihs.
Dad said he was gohha call the cops, so he got
out to use the ?hﬂht at the front desk.
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But 'H'xir-‘?/ seconds later Dad came runhing back
+o the car.

H: said 1‘\: Saw 'I'he Beardos leavin ‘]'1'\:.'!" room o
9

9o down +o the ?uah and it looked like their door

was lef+ open.

Mom said we should stick with the ?hh and call the
PD“CE, but Dad said that before we JEJ, we should
do a little investigation of our OWN.

Se we ALL 3&‘!‘ out and followed Dad +o ‘ﬂ‘n:
Beardos’ room. Just like he Sd;d* the door was

DFE'I"\ a Cl"dn'.k.

Dad nudged it open a li+tle WIDER, and we
Peeke& inside to see if uhy-fhihg of ours was
sitting in ?Inih View.
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But we couldnt see ah?r of our stuff from where

We were 5+nhdfh5.

Mom seemed ?ra-H?f uneasy about what we were
doing, but then Dad ?US’ned +he door ALL +he

wn?l open, and there was no +brhih3 back.
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We couldnt find ﬂhy'ﬂ\ihg of ours, so if the
Beardos DID have any of our stuff, 'ﬂ\&)f ?ro{mbi};
carried it with them to the pool.

But as lohs as we had the run of their room, we
decided to take full d.c:!"mh'h&t of it. T ﬂsurt&

it was OK since we were the ones ?“7;“5 for it.

T +hink Mom fel+ we were setting a bad Exdh?'t for
Mdnhy, so she took him out o the car.

But the rest of us werent finished. Me and
Rodrick 4ook +urns using +he bathroom while Dad
s*h:-ad wn'l'ch at 'I'hr. J-:mr.

Then he went in and told us to be lookouts for HIM.
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We had P”sh& our luck, ‘I'}‘mue,h. The SECOND
Dad shut the door to the bathroom, T saw the

Bear&as cnmihs our w-:.f.

HAUE
]

L

Now, T love my dad and all, but T'm Y00 YOUNG
to die. So T bolted, and Rodrick was rish'l'
bahihd me.

T wasn+ there to SEE i+, but ITm guessing it

was ?re-H7 awkward when Mr. Beardo cPehed his
bathroom door.

=
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Me and Rodrick Sa'\‘ in the van and locked the
doors. T was ?r‘t-H?' convinced Dad wasnt gonna
make i+ out of the room alive and we were JuS'i‘

gonna }mve +o 9o oh without him.

Bu‘l‘ Mom ‘Fu”m:i ﬂ\ﬁ car ntr'ouhtJ to 'H\e ‘\cl“nh'f G‘F
the motel, and when she did, Dad burst out of

'ﬂ'\e Bea r&asl roor.

WG

Somehow Dad had Sa'l"l'ch the idea +o Srnb +heir
car kt)rs on his wnf out.
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Before he 3a+ in our car he chucked the l:eys into
some bushcs, which bausl‘ﬁ us some time.

I +Hhk we mustve 39++th 4wo miles down the
road before Dad even bothered +o ?uﬂ his pants
back .

We hish-{ive& each other because we had esmfatd

with our lives. But in our rush to get away, we
forgot to turn on the HEATER.

And a few seconds later the RADIATOR
conked out.
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Mom had to cut across +wo lanes of traffic to get
the van into the breakdown lame. But in the S?a‘l'
where we Puﬂe& over, +here was a broken bottle,

and we rolled rFsH' over i+.

We got out of the car so we could chnhae, +he

tire. Dad ::-Perue& ﬂ\e. back hn-h:h to find his Jnck,
but uhfarﬂ‘uhaﬂlr T had taken i+ out before we
lef+ for the +rip o make room for my PILLOW.

T}\E ah!}t ‘f!hr'hg we could do at that ?aih‘l' was wait
1for EEH: +o come.
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E.veh'funﬂy, a car ?uﬂed over behind us, but when
it got closer T knew we were in biﬂ trouble.

T+ was a Pur?lr_ van.

g(

A

ROLL -~

i 8 ﬁsurad the Beardos rnis"\+ -h'f +o ram us with
their car, so T braced for irn?nc-h But the van
slowed down, and when the doors o?ehed, i+
wasn + +H~.e Beardos at ALL.

I‘i’ was Frt‘ﬁ}( obvious that whoever these Sufs
were, 'H\E;{ were here +o HELP.
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But -H\ey didnt speak English, so we were having
trouble commuhicating with them. Mom and Dad
-’rr‘ieci +o act out wha’r wds wrong wH‘}w -ﬂ-qe car, nh&
T'm sure the two 5{.75 H\ouah'f my parents had
mm?lt'i'al}: lost their minds.

g;,\__,% BPT? 53

Then Manhy sur?n'se& EVERYONE by sFukiha
in ?er&ﬁ S?dru‘sh.

SALUDOS, AMIGOS.
GRACIAS POR PARAR ' @
A AYUDARNOS.




“The conversation between Muhhy and the two
9uys lasted a |oh3 time, so 1. -Fisured Mnhh;;
was explaining evary-l-h.'hg +hat had ha??ehed oh

our 'l'ri?.

He mustve done a Saod Jub rna.kiha the guys feel
sarr?: for us " because 'ﬂ\e hext +hih3 ?'::-u knew y
‘H‘\:y were aff:rihs us a RIDE. And T'm th?}; Yo
say their air-conditioning worked GREAT.

I TU CORAZON CANTA ¢
J PARA ™MI,MI AMOR JJ

'I: ‘I'an we nssurnr.c{ ‘H‘\ese 3u?!5 were ‘i‘ukins us to

a mechanic or snm‘l'hihs, but we were wrong.
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We shouldve realized +hat if MANNY was the one

c{cfhs all +he +n|kih3, wed end up going where HE
wanted +o go-

ILAID 1 LTAINYID

PETTING ZOO

_S_miay.

Like T said before, Mom was r53h+ about ?igs
being smart. She had it house-trained within a
week, and the pig even knows a few 4ricks nlr‘en&?e.

T*"'.)‘ aht)l red) camPldih+ is that now L hever get a
chance 4o watch m)r shows on TV, because the ?.'3
has Fisured out how to use the remote.
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But T'm gonna let that go, because T don+ want
to get bit a second time.

T+s taken a while for averﬁhihs to get back +o
normal after the trip. Dad had 4o take a few
more da?(s off work to cancel all his credit cards

and 5-&'1‘ hew ohes.

And tomorrow Mom and Dad are suF?asr_& to go

out d.hd et new &ri‘u'crsl licenses dh-:i hnhzs.
9 Y
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Our minivans been at the mechanic since it was
towed. We gave the BOAT o the drivers who
helFtcl us out as a wnf of snyihs *Hwhits, which

! .
was actually Moms suaaestion.
99

Moms been Sd},'ihﬁ +hat even '|‘1'\au5}\ our -h"i?
didn+ g0 +he way we Fluhhed, i+ was still an
adventure. She's been wori:ihs on an article to
send in to anil}( Frolic” +hat T sw:r‘iausi)' ha?e
does NOT get ?ublishtd.

Moms also been mak:’hg a scra?bnoh and she asked
t\rtrfahr: +o contribute a souvenir to ?U‘I’ Ihside.
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T was going ﬂ'\rou‘gh the clothes T wore on the
+ri?, and when T Ficke& up n?r shorts, Same-thihs
small fell out onto +he floor.

T+ was the KEY from Soak Central.

ﬁ@%ﬁf%

T couldn* believe T had +he ke?! all ainhs. T+

turns out I was wrong about -I']-\e locker‘ number.

But T should get SOME credit for I:cu'hs CLOSE.

Now ‘H‘m‘l’ I huvc ‘I'}xe ktf, I have a +ou3¥\
decision to make. T+ feels like a page from one of

"f’ﬁOSt C}\aoslt Yaur Own A&\rthi'urt hmks.
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E -ﬁgure T Kave three basic choices: One, T
can tell Mom and Dad the +ruth and deal with
the consequences. Two, T can plant the key in

RODRICK'S ciir'-l'?f tnundr?e and le+ HIM +ake

+he blame. Or ﬂ\re:, T can flush +he k:;( down the
Yoilet and -For3:+ +his whole ‘I'HhS ever ha?Pcht&.

2

h'.: f.'":l

There's a fourth option +hat involves the P9,
but T haven+ worked out the details of THAT
ohe Ye-i'.

But |ike I Sdi& bt-lrort, whehﬂer '_]: ]hn\r: d
difficult choice +o r-mkr., ik n!wd.ys seem to ?n'r.lt.

+he wrong one. And whichever wm?l 5 g0 here, its
hard 4o see this s-l'nry hnvihg a "'“PP)’ ehd&ha.
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A Family road trip s supposed to
be a lot of fun unless, of
course, you re the Haffleys. The
jeurney starts off full of premiss,
thon quickly takes sceveral wrong
turnz, Gas skation bathroama,
erarad ‘u_h.'|'l1h.|||:5.- A .'rt.:rlndvr |!rl'tl-:!a'|. I
and a runaway plg—-not exactly
Grag Heffley's idoa a good
time; But even the it road
trip can turn inte an adventure—
and this s one the 'r"{*"f":l-:'*.l" won t

soon fergel

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMBY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,

and #1 New York Times bestsellers:

“In the publishing world.
Kinney is a rock star.”
—NPR's “Backseat Book Club”

impy Kid is “One of the most successful

it w -
h.a?-:l.a;i '1::1 d domination. children'’s series ever published.”

~Time mpgnﬂ'nl ““"ﬂ&‘hf!ﬂtﬂﬂ Past

"A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.”

—Schoal Library Jeurnal
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