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My parents are always sayihs the world doesnt
revolve around me, but sometimes T wonder if it

o\c+ud||7/ DOES.

When T was a little kid, T saw +his movie about
a manh whose whole life is secre+|7/ beiha filmed
fora TV s\'\ow. ’ﬂ\is 3071 is famous all over ‘H’\e
world, and he doesnt KNOW i+.

Well, ever since T saw that movie, T Ve kind of
fisured the same -H-\ihs is \Dro{)aH)/ \\o\\)\)ehihs +o ME.

HOPE YOU CREEPS
ARE ENJOYING
YOURSELVES!




At first T was ahhoyeci my life was beihs
broadcast wi‘ﬂwouﬁ' m)/ \Dermissioh. But ‘H’\eh I
realized that if millions of \Deovle are tuning in

eVer7/ 647/ to see what T'm vp to, that's o\c+ud||7/
kind of COOL.

Sometimes T worry +hat my life is too BORING
to be its own +elevision s}'\ow, so I +r7/ to do
someﬂ\ihs entertaining eVery how and then o give
the People wa+c}wih3 at home a sooJ chuckle.




The other -H\ihs T do is send my audience little
siSho\ls to let them know T'm in on the secret.

WHO ATE THE I
LAST CUPCAKE? Wﬁ_':\f T

. & WINK
& [\

Tf y life’s a TV show, then there’s gotta be
commercial breaks. T fisure ‘H\ey must run the ads

when T'm in the bathroom, so T alwqys make a
bis entrance after :[ -Fi\m's}\ up in ﬂ'\ere.
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But sometimes T wonder how much of m7/ life is
REAL and how much of it is RIGGED. Because
half +he -H-\ihas +hat ha\)\)eh to me are so
riéiculous, ]: wohder if someone ELSE is \>u||ih3
the strings.

\ /

11[ it’s all fo\ke, ‘H\e LEAST ‘Hwe \>e0\>|e in
c}mrse can do is aiVe me Some Juicier s+or7/ lines
to work with.

HOW ABOUT “GREG GETS A GIRLFRIEND™? OR
“GREG GETS A MOTORCYCLE™? OR “GREG
GETS A GIRLFRIEND AND A MOTORCYCLE™?
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EVery once in a while T wonder if the Peoyle n
my life are who ‘ﬂ\e}/ SEEM 4o be, or if ﬂ\e)/’re
rea“)/ Just ACTORS.

Tf +)ne7"re actors, T )noPe the kid who's \alayihs
my friend Rowley gets an award, because he's

doihs a 3reo\+ Job Pre‘l'ehc}ihs 1o be a doofus.

And if my brother Rodrick is dc+uq||7/ Just some
vy getting PAID 4o act like a Jerk, +hen that

makes me see him in a whole new |i3}\+.

Who knows? Mo\ybe he's a nice vy in real life, and
ohe c{ay we |l be 3005 friends.




But if my PARENTS are actors, then that's

Jus+ wronhg.
MORE BUBBLES,
SWEETIE?

TVe made a lot of Mother's and Father's Dd)’
cards over the years. T£ 4his is all a sham, then
T deserve to 3e+ \Daid for "'7' time and effort.

To a
great T
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And speakihs of getting Pm'cl, T bet my REAL
parents are set for life, thanks to me.
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But Tm doihs eVery'H\ihS T can 4o make sure
T can cash in later. On most TV shows, the
main character has a ca+c)n\7¥-\rqse +hat -H\ey say
at least once per e?isode. So Tve come up with
a ca+c}x\>\~\rase of my OWN, and T clro\) it into

conhversation eVery once in a while.

WELL, BITE
MY BISCUITS!




Later on T'm gonna slaP my ca+c\\\>\-\rase onh ever
\Diece of merchandise T can think of and wait for
ﬂ\e mohey Yo start rollihs n.

T guarantee THIS, -H\ous\\. T'm not gohha end

up as ohe of those was\\ed-u? celebrities who sells

\Dic-h;res at au+03m\)¥\ conventions Jus+ to make a

C"\Qd? bUCk.

BISCUITS ‘\\
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The one 'H'\ihs Tve learned about television is that
sooher or later, eVery show gets canceled. But in
the last season -Hwey uswlly introduce a new pet or
a cute kid to ’oum\> up +he ratings.

So when my little brother, Mahhy, was born, T
fisurec} -H\ey were +ryih3 o re‘)|qce me as the star
of +¥\e show wiﬂ\ a fresh new face.

I KNOW EXACTLY
WHAT THIS IS!

-

The ‘H\ihs T couldnt ﬁsure out was how a
hewborn ba{)y could be an ACTOR. T ﬂ\oug*ﬁ
maybe Mahh)/ was o puppet beihs controlled by an
adult who was hidden from view.



T never found dh7/ evidence that this was true,
but +}\a+ didnt s+0\7 me {rom c}\eckihs eVery once
in a while Just to make sure.

As Mo\hhy got older, it was \>re++7/ clear he was
getting around on his own. So then T wondered

if he was ac+ua||>/ a suPer-Hg\-\-ﬁ'ec\\ wih&u? +o7l or
even some kind of ROBOT.

Then T -H-\oush-f mo\ybe EVERYBODY around

me was a robot and T was the ohly actual human
J()eiha in the -Fo\mily. Robots heed e|ec+rici+7l for
power, so that would ex\)|o\ih why we have two or
three outlets in eVery room of the house.
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T+ would ALSO ex‘)ldih some of the ‘H\ihss my
parents say when +)ne7/ think T'm not listening.

MAYBE WE SHOULD GO AWAY
FOR THE WEEKEND AND
RECHARGE OUR BATTERIES.

1oy

T£ robots use batteries, it ex‘)laihs why we have
so mahy of them in the Plas-h'c bin in the |auh&r7/
room. 1 m hot exac+|7/ sure where the batteries

GO, but T do have a few guesses.

SWUDDER
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T fisureci the ohly way to find out if my fqmily
members were robots was to see if T could get

onhe of them o short-circuit. But either Dad’s a
wa+er\>roof model or he’s Just a regular human with

ho sense of humor.

THAT incident 30+ me srouhded for a week. The
People wa+c)nih3 my show \Drobably had a sood
|au3)n, but T'm sure the ratings were in +he toile+
for a while after +that.

(o]
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T guess there’s a chance that T'm Jus+ ah
ordiho\ry kid |ivih3 a normal life, and Tm NOT
the star of some TV show. But +here could sHill
be SOMEONE out there wa+c)nih3.

With all the ‘)lahe+s in the universe, there’s
GOTTA be ih+e||63eh+ life out there. Some ?eo‘)|e
say that if aliens were real, UFOs would be
ZE\D\)ihs around our skies all ‘Hne +ime. But I fiaure
aliens are SMART, and theyre iust keeping a low

yred png
‘)rofile until the +ime is ri3¥\+ to invade.

’ﬂwey’re Probo\bly s‘)yihs on us at this very
secohd, Sa-ﬂ-\erihs information about -H\e wo?/ we

live our lives.
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M)/ bet is that houseflies are o\c+ua||7/ li+tle drones
that the aliens use to beam images back to +heir
sh\as Because if 7/0uVe ever seen a \a.c-h;re of a
1[|7/ up close, its \>re++7/ obvious their “ eyes are
ac+ua||7/ *“3}‘ ~tech cameras.

WHO LEFT THIS
| | WINDOW OPEN? ||
i | \ i
| I_ |

I ll II |

The oh|7/ thing T dont understand is that aliens
seem to be reo\||7/ fascinated with &os poop. But T

| T ! |
.»‘-",.‘.3.-‘ s
N R )

guess +)ne7/Ve 3o+ ‘H\eur reasons for 'H\d'l’

I'I
*
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Tve tried 4o explmh my +heories o my parents
and other grown- ups, but i+'s pretty clear hobo&y
wants 4o hear what some kid has +o say. So every
chance T get, T make sure the aliens know T'm
on their side.

T }\o?e T got it n's\ﬁ about the flies, +¥\ou3¥\.
Because if the drones are o\c+ua||>/ MOSQUITOES,

we cah \Drobably expect an alien invasion dh}'

Tl

second how.

\
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The ‘H\ihs is, Tve ALWAYS {elt like someone’s
out there kee\)iha tabs on my |ife.

After my Srahdmoﬂxer ?assecl away Mom +old
me IJ be safe because Nana was wa+c}\|h3 over me

from heaven. T +hink +hat's great and all, but
Tve got a lot of issues with the way it works.

e

jC =Bt

:[’m fine wi-ﬂw No\ha wa+c¥-\ih3 over me w%eh I’m

Wﬁ;{

n'clihs a ska’reboarJ or c}oihs SOmeﬂ\ihs w‘-\ere :[
could use a little extra \Dro+ec+ioh. But ﬂ\ere are
other times when you Jus+ heed some \)riVacy.
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What worries me is that, when Nana was alive,
sometimes T could be PreH')/ obnoxious. So if T

was her, T wouldnt really CARE if 50me+\\ih3
)na\)\)ehecl ‘o me.

— YOU SMELL

LIKE
ASPARAGUS!
|
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T£ Nana looks the other way when T'm crossihs
the street or SOme+)nih3 like that, T cant say T

blame her.

T qc+ua||7/ feel kind of BAD if Nana has to
kee\) an e7/e on me +weh+7/-1[our }\ours a qu. 5)(\9_

worked hard all Ker life as a waitress, so she

earned the r|'3¥\+ +o RELAX.
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T \'\o?e she's sitting in a bubble bath vp +here
in heaven reo\dihs her romance novels, and not
wa+c¥\ih3 some uhsra-l'eful middle school kid Joihs
his homework eVer7/ his)n‘l'.

7r @?@
D Jrop ® ;@
* ] = ~N Y

o ~0
N S a0
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T +ell you THIS: TF T get into heaven, T'm

gohha S\Dehcl all my +ime swimmihg N a sio\h'f \)ool

filled with Je”y beans or cioihs |00\>-+"\e-|00\>s
around the clouds.
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ﬂ\ere’s ho chahce I’m gonhna 3e+ stuck wa+c\-\ih3
over some great srahcikici T harc“)/ even knew.

/|

The oh|7/ ‘H'\ihs that will make it fun is if T have
+he power to ?uhis% m7/ descendants whenever +)ne7/
do something annoying.
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Receh-ﬂy , Mom told me it's not Jus+ NANA who's
wa+c¥-\ih3 over me, its ALL my relatives whoVve
\)o\ssed away.

T kind of wish she hadnt told me ‘H’\d"’, because
how when T copy off of Alex Aruda’s paper
durihs a S\De”ihs test, T feel a lot more 3ui|+>/
about it.

T want to know how mahy generations +his
ﬂ-\ihs goes BACK. T'm fine with a few hundred
years or so, but if it my whole family tree

all the way to the besihhihs, +hat's a +o+a||7/
different story.

21



T mean, if The got relatives from caveman +times
wa+c}\ih3 over me, those guys are \)robo\bl)/ gohna be
\Dre++7 confused 107/ w\-\o\‘f I do on an average cio\y.

To be honest, T'm not comfortable with all these
‘)eople |ookih3 over my shoulder. T my relatives
are reqlly wa+c)nih3 me. every time T step out of
+\\e shower or taste my earwax, it's gonhha be
\are++7 awkward when we reunite later on.




ﬂwrs&d%
We have the book fair at school this week, and
this morhing Mom gave me +weh+7/ dollars +o s?eh&.

T THOUGHT T was allowed 4o Pick whatever T
wanted, but it turns out Mom ex?eded me to s?ehcl
+he mohey on BOOKS.

When you get the chance to own a giant \Dehcil
wH')n 3003|7/ eyes ) ‘Hnous)n ) its kind of )narci o
pass up.

SCRIBBLE
SCRIBBLE

Besides the ‘)ehcil, T got a poster with a cat
5‘*7"“3 Someﬂ\ihs sarcastic, an eraser s\mped like a
Pahdq, a calculator that 3|ows in the dark, a pen
+hat writes underwater, and another giant Pehcil
with 3°°3|7' eyes, Just in case the first one gets
lost or stolen.
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T -H\ous\-\‘f there was a chance Mom mis\ﬁ nhot
be ha\avy wi-H-\ ﬂ\e way I sPeh'l' }\er mohey, so
T made sure o also b“)’ a yo-yo with a sood

message oh it

But Mom wasnt im?resseé. She says T have 4o
9o back tomorrow and trade in all the stuff T
boua*ﬁ for books.

Mom says the brain is like a muscle, and if you
dont exercise it {;7/ readihg and Joihg creative
stoff, il get weak and mus\\y.

S‘-\e says Video games ahc} TV are makihs m)/ brain
-ﬂabby, and if 50me+)nih3 doesn+ d\o\hae Tm
’oasically gohha be a mindless zombie for the rest

of my |ife.
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Mom said if T turned off the television and put
down my game controller, I mis‘ﬁ discover a
talent T never knew T had.

That's a nice idea and all, but T feel like eVer7/
time Mom's tried to get me to step out of my
comfort zone, T Ve fallen flat on my face.

Th +he +hird Srac}e we had a Poe+ry unhit in school
and wheh ]: showed \wer w\wq+ 1 was workihs on,
Mom was pre im?ressed. She sent one of m
poems off to the National Poe+r7/ Council 4o see if
THEY ‘H‘\ous\'\‘i' it was dh7/ 3005.

Two weeks later, we got a let+er back in the mail.

NATIONAL POETRY COUNCIL

Dear Gregory Heffley,

Congratulations! Your poem, “My Silly Summer,”
has been chosen to appear in the prestigious Poetry
Anthology, an annual collection of the nation’s best
work by the most promising poets.

25




Mom was REALLY excited about the news, and
1 admit 1 was, too. ]: kind of 30+ into ‘H\e
idea of beihs a Poe‘h and even started to dress
Jiﬁerehﬂy at school.

?

But it turns out the whole “Poetry Anthology”
‘H‘\ihs was d bi3 JOKE. First of all, the book
was about a thousand pages |oh3, and all the
poems were in really +ih7/ print. T+ took me a half
hour 4o find my. poe in there, and +)ne7/ S\De||ecl

my hame wrohg, ahyway.

26



T read a few of the other poems, and ‘H\e)/ were
AWFUL. Most of them seemed like -ﬂ\e)/ were
written {77/ #Ve-year-olds.

My Turtle Fred
by Maya Peebles

My turtle Fred
He is not dead
He sleeps in his shell
And when he does die
| guess he will smell

T+ was \)re++7/ obvious that ANYONE could have
+heir poem included in this book, and the whole
“nation’s best work” ‘Hm'hs was just a bunch of
balohey. T guess the way +he National Poe‘rry

Council makes mohe7/ is {37/ sellihg the book o all
the suckers who 30+ PUBLISHED in it.

What T know for sure is, the Poe+r7/ Council made
a LOT of mohey off of us. Mom bou3¥\+ ten copies
to hand out 1o relatives, and the books were
ei\g\-\‘l'y bucks a pop-

27



Plus, she {)ousH' a few extra copies for ME, in case
1 wanted +o siVe +¥\em o m7/ kids one day.

The National Poe‘h’y Council ke\ﬁ' sehdihs us
letters and ca“ihs, askihs us to buy more books,
and T think after a while Mom fiha“y realized it

was all Just a giant scam.

My copies of the “Poetry Antholoay” are in the
) <P ) 9y

|o\uhdr7/ room, but at least ‘H\ey’re beihs put to

Sood use.

Once Mom got it in her head that T was
SPECIAL, she wouldnt let it go- S*\e even tried
to get me into +he Talented and Gifted program
at school.

28



Th my elemeh-far)/ school, all the rea||7/ smart kids
were in the Talented and Gifted program.

But T guess the teachers didn+ want us regular
kids o feel bad about ourselves , SO when the
called the Talented and Gifted group out of class
for their mee+ih35, +¥\e7/ used a code name.

WOULD MR. HALPER'S
HELPERS PLEASE REPORT
TO THE CAFETERIA?

Mr. qu‘)er was our jahitor, and for a |oh3 time
T ﬂ\ous}rf the kids in Mr. Ho\l\)er’s Hel\)ers were
Jus-l' volunteers who wanted +o give him a hand
emptying the rash and stuff like that.

29



Then T ~Fiha||7/ realized that Mr. Hal‘)er’s Hel?ers

were all the brainiest kids in our Sro\c{e.

12:30 Lunch
1:00 Social Studies
2:00 Reading

2N
Mom +)nou3)n+ T belohsed in Talented and Gifted,
so she tried +o convince the school to let me in.

But T had to take o« TEST 4o prove T was

smart ehous\'\.

I doh'-t remember eVeryﬂwihS on -Hwe test, but :[
do remember one of ﬂ'\e ques’h’ohs.

Fill in the blank:

Johnny is the best at math.
Johnny is the best at swimming.
Johnny is the best at reading.
Johnny is

30




Lookihs back, T guess T was suPPosed to write
down 50me+hih3 else Jo}nhhy was the best at.
Bt T really didnt like this J’o\whhy character, so
T wrote someﬂ\ihs different.

Johnny is o s\’\ow-ol(’ r

Even ‘l'}\ous\\ T +o+a||>/ flunked the test, Mom
was mad a+ the school because she ﬂ\oug}\‘f T was
smar+t ehoug’n to be in Talented and Gifted. But
believe me, those kids are on a whole different level.

Tm ac-hmlly kind of 3ra+e1[u| T didnt make

the cut, because in middle school, kids like Alex
Aru&a ‘-\aVe o s+a7/ inside c}uriha recess to do +’ne

+eac\wers’ tax returns.




T guess Mom felt Preﬂ'y bad T didnt get into
Talented and Gifted, but o few weeks later she
told me some Sood hews. She said T 9ot \Dicked b}/
+he school 1o be in a special club called +the "Onam\)s“
that had secret meetings twice a week.

Well, T was reqlly excited about this Chqm‘)s -H\ihe
and was hervous when T went to my first secret
meeting. But it turns out the C\'\dm\)s were just
kids like me who had trouble pronouncing their “R’s,
and we had +o work with Mrs. Pressey on Tuesclays

and ﬂwrsdays in the |i{>rar>/ to ‘h‘)/ to improve.

:[ dont know who came up wiﬂ\ ﬂ-\e C)narw\)s
hame, but let me tell you, we +¥\ou3¥\+ it was

AWESOME.
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Durihs recess, it the C\'\amps were comihg
+¥\rou3}\, all the other kids got out of the way.

[ T N [
T T 1 (
iy gE== .

The oh|7/ kids who didn* like us were the Lo\hsuaﬁe
Lizards, which was the group that met on Mohdqys
and Wedhesdo\ys +o work on their “S” sounds. But
T think the Language Lizards were Just jealous of
us because -H\ey had such a |ous7/ hame.
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Me and the other C\'\qm‘)s were +i3‘\+, and T
rea||7/ looked forward to those Tues&ay and
T‘nursc}ay meetings because -Hwe)/ alwa?/s ended vp

turhing into a free-for-all.

But Mom got frustrated that T wasnt makihs

qhy progress with m7/ Rs, so she hired a ‘)rchﬁe
tutor to work with me after school. And after a
few mohﬂ\s ) 1 could say m7l Rs wH')n ho \Dro{ﬂem.

RAT
ROCK
RESTROOM
RAINBOW
RATTLE
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Uhfor+uhq+e|7/, that meant T didnt need 4o be in
the C}xo\m\)s anymore. For a few weeks T actuall

FAKED like T couldn* say my Rs Just so T could
s+a7/ in the club. But one Jay T let my suaré
down and sli?\aed vp-

HAND ME THAT
RED RULER,

From ‘H\o\‘l' day on I was ah outcast. EVeh +)ne
Lo\hsuase Lizards didnt want ah7/+hih3 to do
with me.
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T guess EVERY ‘)areh'f thinks their kid is
S\)Qdd', even when *H-\e)/’re hot. But T think it's
starting to get a little out of control.

Mahhy ?Iayed soccer this spring, and his team
STUNK. ﬂ\ey hever got a sihsle soal, and the
other teams scored at least ten times a game. T+
didnt \welv that their soalie, Tucker Rern)/, spent
+he whole time s+u#ih3 grass in his belly button.

At the end of the season, ﬂ\ey had a +ro\>\w7/
ceremony. T ‘H\oug}\‘f ohly the kids on the
WINNING team would get +ro\>)nies, which is how
i+ worked back when T \>|o\7/ec} soccer. But T guess
some parents were worried the kids on the losing
teams miﬁ}ﬁ' feel bad about themselves, so this
year EVERYONE got a +r0\>\'\7/.
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ﬂ\ey were GOOD +ro‘>)nies, +oo. ﬂ\ey were
gigantic and made of metal, not c\-\eau\) Plash’c
like the ones handed out when T was little. And

ho kid was more \)roud +to 3e+ his 'h‘o‘)}\)/ +han
Tucker Remy.

T wonder if these kids will be messed vp later on in
life, +)nou3¥\. Because T know those soccer +r0\>\-\ies
are \quihs an effect on ME. EVery so often Tl
think about entering a contest at school, but when
T see the size of the +ro‘>\\ies, T lose interest.

4
L /OM..1 CHANGED
Y L/ ﬁk MY MIND.
,. \
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‘Fridax

Toclay T returned most of the stvff T bous)n-f
from the book fair, but when Mom saw what T
30+ o re\)|dce i+, she wash+ all ﬂ'\o\‘l' -H'\rilled.

T traded for a bunch of those S\Jiheﬁcklers books

eVeryohe at school is so crqzy about.

Mom said she wanted me to get books +hat were
more “c%allehsihs," but T didnt rea||7/ have much
of a choice. Since the book fair is a few weeks

before Halloween, +his is the kind of stuff
ﬂ\e)f’re se||ih3.
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FRIGHTENINGLY @D READS @

T4 say about 90% of the books at the fair were
from the S\)ihe-h'cklers series. There were a bunch
of S\)ihe-h'cklers ri\a-o-ﬁs , t00. T dont know if
it |e3a| to do that kind of -H'\ihs, but 50me+\-\ih3
about it doesnt seem ris\'ﬁ.

°
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T+ feels like these seary books Just came out

of NOWHERE. The last series +hat was really
?oPulo\r at my school was the Uh&er\mh’rs Bandits
books, but ﬂ\ose are 7es+erc}a7's hews how.

Th fact, T saw a kid walkihs down the hall with
an Uhcler‘)ah‘l's Bandits book earlier this week,
ahci an eis)nﬂx-sra&er gave Hm anh atomic wedsie.

T'm not usually a {)53 fon of scary stories, because
when T read them T end up \-\avihs his\ﬁmo\res.

But Rowleyls even more of a chicken than T am,
because all ‘H\e books HE \Dicked out were from ‘H\e
SPiheJﬁcklers JUNIOR series, which are suP\)osed

1o be for kihc}ersar-i’hers.
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HousE :

A+ leas+ I,m brave ehous"\ for ‘H’\e REAL s+uff.
One of the books T bous\ﬁ is about this suy who
3e+s frozen and then wakes up in the future.

dpineticklérs

WAKE ME UP IN
THE YEAR 3000

v | SCAREDY
2 CAT o
-5 HANTED
.5

YUNIOR

f

By M. SPooky

T ‘H’\oug)n‘f it was JUS“" a bunch of science fiction,
but Albert Sah&y said he heard about this rich
3u7/ who's Joihg it for REAL.
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Albert said he saw this news report about an
old billionaire who's reqlly sick, and he \Daicl a ton
of mohey to {reeze himself. Then, in a hundred
7/eo\rs, \'\e’s gonhha 3e+ UNfrozen. He’s J()e‘l"h'\hs
that by then +}xe7/'|l know how to cure every
disease and he can go oh living {forever.

This freezihg +Hh3 sounds like a great \)lo\h to
ME. Ah& if I strike it r‘ic*w one cio\y, I)m gohha
cio ‘H’\e EXACT same ‘H\ihﬂ.

But Tm not gohha wait +ill T'm old like that
billionaire.
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ﬂ\e way ]: see it, if you freeze )/ourselwf w\'\eh 7/ou’re
oo o|d, +hen when +¥\e>/ unfreeze you in the fu-h;re,
you,re gohha be +oo srurvs\)y +to }\dVe ahy fun.

NI W U S U

%

So if I win ‘H‘\e |0'H'er>/ or Some‘f\\ihs n ‘H\e next

few )/edrs ) I,m gohha use ‘H’\e mohe)/ o buy myse”
a ohe-way ticket o -H-\e future.

OK, LETS DO
THIS THING!




T'm not +e||ih3 anyone about my ?lah, ‘H\ous\\.
There’s this J'erk at our school named P\'\i“i\)
Crivello, and his parents are rich.

So if he gets the same idea as me, T could still be
Jeahhs with him a hundred years from now.

YOU WET
YOURSELF!
HA HA!

But I’m hot sure if a huhdred 7/ears is far ehous\'\
to 9.

B}/ then T'm sure Tl have a bunch of great
hieces and he\)%ews who heed ’oabysi-l"ﬁhs, and 'L’m
not S\Dehc}iha all +hat mohey Just so T can c\-\qhse
a bunch of dir'l'y dio\\aers in the future.
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U

T planning on staying frozen a lot longer, lke a
THOUSAND years, because ’07 then +Hhss will be

REALLY interesting,

Tm not wi”ihs +o 90 o\h}l further than that,
+¥xou3\-\, because who KNOWS how much human

beihss will have evolved {>7/ then.

LION

M
A
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T£ T DON'T win the |o++er7/ in the next few
years, I guess j:’m gohha \-\aVe to find a c‘weo\\:er
optioh. Albert Sahdy said that \9e0\7|e who can+t

afford 4o get +heir whole body frozen can Just
freeze their BRAINS.

lﬂm kihcl of nervous \'\ahdihg m7/ brain off to some
\Deo\ale T don*t even know, +)nou3¥\. T guessing
+¥\e()re not \Dayiha +heir emvloyees a lot of mohey

+to asica||7/ wait around and do hoﬂxih&, so Im
kind of concerned about the quq|i+7/ of \\elp ﬂ\e)/
have workihg at these 'freezihs ?laces.




After your brain gets unfrozen, T guess ‘l‘\'\e)/’“
put it in a robot {)ocl)/, which ?robably takes a lot
of se‘H'ihS used +o.

But if T can scrape +09e+¥\er ehou\g}\ mohey,

trm sohhd 'Freeze my \A/HOLE body dh& Ao
it RIGHT. Because whenever you 90 with +he
c%ea\)er 0\7+th, 7/ou end up resre++ih3 it.
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Sa+urc}a¥

There are oh|7l a few weeks to 9o until Halloween,
and my -fo\mily spent +he morhing putting up our
decorations in front of the house.

We used o kee‘) it reo\lly basic and \whs some
cobwebs, a few Jack-o'-lqh‘ferhs, and a ‘)ldS‘HC
s\m'éer or two. But +then our heishbors started
soihs all out on Ho\”oweeh, and stehl)/ our

decorations looked \are++7 skim\ay.

So last year Mom handed Rodrick for+7 bucks and
told him o 90 out and \)ick up Some more stuff

for the front \Dorck.
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But Rodrick blew it all on +his really awful electronic
Plash’c witch.

3

The way it works is, if you cla\) or make a loud
hoise, the witch lets out this bloodcurdlihs cackle
+hat goes oh FOREVER. Then i+ shakes and its

eyes slow red.
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But whoever created +hat ‘H-\ihs set the volume
too HS“' and theres no wa7/ to turn i+ down. You
have to wait for the witch 4o 90 +)nrou3}\ its
w)nole routine, w\m’c}x is like two minutes |oh3.

We hung it out over the front Porc\-\ las+ year,
but little kids were too scared of the -H\ihs,
and the oh|7/ trick-or-treaters we had were the
teenagers who came b)/ after 10 p-m.

The Jo\y after Halloween, Dad put the witch on
a s\'\eh[ n ﬂ\e furnace room in ﬂ'\e basement ) ahci
that's where i+'s been ever since. But that doesnt
mean its s+o‘>\>e5 causing PROBLEMS.
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T}\e wi+c¥\ is SUPER sensitive to swhd, and

sometimes the slis)n-res-f hoise will set it off, even
if ﬂ\e hoise is on a different floor.

To make matters WORSE, the witch seems +o
have a mind of its owh, and sometimes itll g0
off rahdomly even if ho one makes a PEEP. Tve

had at least two slee\aoVers end early because of
that thing.

o CX\\'E CACKLE \

I Y\ & CACKLE
P ACKLE
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TVve been +r7/|h3 all year to convince Mom and
Dad to throw the witch away but Dad sa)/s it's
Just a \Dlas-hc +o7/ and T need o stop bemg such

a scaredy-ca-l'

But T guess Mom got sick of the witch rahdomly
going off all the time, and a few weeks ago she
told Dad to go downstairs and take the batteries
out, w)m'c\'\ "\e did.

And what \\o\\)\)ehed NEXT is +he reason T

\-\aVeh’-i' been in ‘H‘\e furnace room ever since.

mm

What stinks is that all my old Halloween costumes
are down in the furnace room So uhless Moms
w||||h3 to S\)nhs for someﬂuh& NEW, T guess
Tm not going trick-or-treating this year.
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Sunda
Well, all +he hard work we put into Jecora'l'ihs for
Halloween 7/es+ercia7/ got wi\aed out.

A bunch of geese 30+ at the chk-o'-lahﬁarhs n
the middle of +he hiﬁ\ﬁ' and made a HUGE mess.

EVery fall, geese -F|7/ih3 south for the winter
make a ‘DH' s+0\> in our town and stick around for
a few weeks before \weadihs back out. Usuo\lly ﬂ-\ey
poop all over the soccer field at the town Park,
but other than that -H-\e/re \)FQ‘H’?’ harmless.

For some reason ) +)nou3¥\ ) ‘H\is 7/edr ‘H\e)/’re
SUPER aggressive +oward people.
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For the ‘)ds+ few weeks , me and Row|e7/ have been
3e‘H'ih3 ambushed JU5+ about eVery cldy on our walk
home from school.

Ahd +¥\e geese arent J'us-l' 3oih3 after KIDS,
either. Whenever Dad goes out to get the mail,
he's gotta arm himself for battle.

Dad wants to call Animal Control +o clear the
geese off our street, but Mom wont let him.
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S\'\e sa\)/s geese \\aVe been flockihs to -H'\ese ?ar+s

for thousands of years, and if dh}l‘ﬂ'\ihs, WE'RE
the ones intruding on THEIR lives.

T Persoho\lly fine with animals, as |oh3 as the
kee\) their distance. But T think if we don*t draw
a line somewhere, were Just headed for +rouble.

M)/ science teacher said that 40,000 years ago,
dogs used to be wild animals, Just like wolves. But
then T guess -er)/ saw our warm fires and coz

caves and wanted to get in on the action. So they
qusecl their tails and did o few 4ricks and thats
all i+ +ook.
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Nowadays, c{oss have i+ MADE. People sPehd all
kihds of mohe7/ buyihs ‘H’\em SourmeJr 'Food dhd
cus)niohy beds.

T'm sure the reason wolves seem so ticked off all
the time is because +\-\e>/,re Just Jealous THEY
didn4t think of kissihs vp o \)eovle first.
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CATS arent s+upi5 either. Last summer Mrs.
Fredericks vp the street fed a stray cat +hat
was ‘mhsihs out In her yard, and eac‘w his}ﬁ
after that MORE cats came. Now the cats have
comple'l'el)/ taken over her house, and she receh+|7/
had 4o sell her car so she could afford +o kee?
feec}ihs them.
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We ve got \)roHems with our OWN pet, which is a
PIG. Per$oha||7/, :[ -Hwihk it s’nouH live outside in
a pen or a shed or someﬂxiha, but instead it lives
inside the house with US. Ahd not oh|7/ does it
use the same bathtub as me, but Tm 99% sure
it's been usihs m7/ TOOTHRRUSH , Too.

Ahd +hat ‘H\Eha 1S SMART, ch}w makes me kind

O'F hervous.
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Th fact, T think it's been +r7/ih3 to learn how to
COMMUNICATE with us. Manny has +his toy
called a “See-and-Talk,” where you \DU“ a string
and it says a word.

Some%ow ) ‘H’\e ?;3 fisur‘e& out "\ow +o USE ‘H’\e
See-and-Talk, and eVery so often it manages to
\>u+ +03e+¥\er a full sentence.

PIG...EAT...
ICE CREAM
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La+e|7/ Tve been +\'\ihkih3 there's gotta be a way
the two of us can team vp. Tve heard o \7.’3’5
sense of smell is 2,000 times better than a human
beihs’s. That +alent could reo\||7/ come in Mhd}"

Mom always buys the Halloween cahdy for 4rick-
or-treaters a few weeks early, and she hides i+
somewhere so the rest of us don+ get at it. Tve
turned ‘H-\e \wousa u?sic}e down |ookih3 for i1, but
so far no luck. Ahd if +)ne \7.’3 knows w*\o\‘f ‘\:m
|ookih3 for, its not {)eihs Very }\el‘rful.

ﬂwis +ime of year is TORTURE for a knci ﬂwere

are all +hese cahdy commercials on TV, and ever

N

+ime 7/ou walk into the Srocery store its like +\we7/’re
TRYING 4o mess wi‘H'\ 7/ou.
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But Mom says T can* have any candy until
Halloween hi3¥\+, which T think is +o+a||7/ croel.

*‘ m sTOCK UP o)
A EANDY

7]

|mEm
Wl
| B!
11

£8

1 ‘H‘\ihk j:,\/e 'Fiaureci out a way to Se‘l' m7/ "\dhds
on Ssome Co\hdy BEFORE Ha“oweeh ) ‘H\ous}\. M)/

school is havihg a contest called the “Balloon

¢

5]

Brisacle ," which it does eVery October.

Each student gets a helium balloon, and eVeryohe
releases theirs at+ the same time. T}\ey give you
these little cards to write your hame and address
on, and when People find the balloons +)ne7/’re
su‘aposed to send them back.
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GREETINGS
FROM THE

The school has a bis map oh a bulletin board near
+he Iibrqr)/, and when a kid turns in a balloon,
Vice Prihci\)al Ro7/ uses a thumbtack 4o mark how
far i+ went.

A+ +)ne end of +)ne week \we measures +)ne distance
each balloon traveled +o find out whose went the
farthest, and that kid gets a REWARD.
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Last year, Andrea Gennarros balloon traveled
for‘fy-ﬂ\ree miles, and she won a +Hr+7-do||ar
3.’1[+ certificate for +)ne book fair.

But THIS year +he Srahd prize is a gant jar of
cahdy corn, which is sitting in Vice Prihci‘)d Roy’s
office ris\'rf now.

The school puts a little code on each balloon so
ho{)oc}y c}\ea‘l's ahd furns in a s+ore-{>ou3¥\+ balloon.

T Ve never had one of my balloons sent back +o
me, +¥\ou3¥\. I need to make SURE +¥m+ w‘woe\/er
finds mine doesnt Jus+ ishore me, So T wrote

a 'H-\ree-\)qse letter that T'm \w\)ihs will get a

reS\DthC.
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Because when it comes to free cahdy, T'm not
messihg drouhd.

To whoever finds this balloon:

[ am a lonely child without any
friends. I released this balloon
hoping it would find its way to a
kind person who might write me
back and bring some joy to my life.

Monda

After lunch +odo\7/ the teachers led us all out to
the basketball court for the bis Balloon Brisade
lavnch. T still get kind of nervous stepping foot
on +}\e black‘b\?, because +)m+’s w}\ere ﬂ\e C}xeese
sat for a year and a half. There’s even a stain
where it used to be.

> Q%ﬁ%

A A
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T+'s been a |oh3 time since the Cheese terrorized

our school, but T guess some \>e0\>|e qc+ua||)/
LIKED \\o\viha 50me+\'\ih3 to be Scar‘ed of. A

few different times kids \'\o\Ve tried to start +)ne
Qweese Touc}x back vp, but ‘Hwe +edc}\ers are on
the lookout because -Hwe)/ dont want to have 4o g0
‘H\rous}\ all +hat nonsense again.

|

One kid ac+ua||7/ mahaseci to sneak a piece of lunch
meat onto ﬂwe court c}urihs recess, but ﬂwe Roast
Roast Beef Touc}\ didnt )naVe ﬂ\e Same rih3 to 1.

YOUVE GOT THE\ -
ROAST BEEF -
TOUCH! HA HA!




SHill, someone s ALWAY'S +r7/ih3 to start some
new -H-\ihs. This year it's all about the chairs in
ﬂ'\e auditorium.

The chairs are red except ONE, which is 7/e||ow
and has a busted leg. A\)‘)areh‘H)/ some kid \)ee&
on it Jurihs a r‘ea”y |oh3 assembly last month.
And if you)re hot Pa75h3 attention and sit in the
yellow chair, you're \>re++7/ much finished for +he
rest of +he school 7/ear.

TINKLE SEAT!
TINKLE SEAT!

1f you ask me, \)eo?le should Just be }\d\)\))/
ﬂ'\e C\'\eese Touc}x 1S be}\ihd usS dhd s+0\> +r7/ih3
to re\>|o\ce it with someﬂ\ihs else. Because the

las+ +)nih3 you heed in middle school is dh}l‘ﬂ'\ihﬁ
EXTRA +o worry about.
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Toc}ay, Vice Prihci‘m| Ro7/ did a countdown on his
bulthorn and everyone released their balloons. T
have to admit, it was kind of exciting to see all of
+hem 9o up ih the air at the same time.

But the excitement didnt last LONG.
Almost all of +he balloons went s+rai3¥w+ into the

new cell ?\'\ohe tower +)ne>/ built on the hill next o
the football field, and didn+ 90 ah7/ farther.
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Luckily, my balloon was weisheci down 57/ the
letter T wrote, so it went UNDER +the tower,
and then it cleared the trees on the other side.

T dont think m7l balloon is gonhha make it as far
as Ahdrea Gennarro’s dic}, but I c{oh’-f NEED i+
to. As long as someone finds the balloon and sends
it back, that Jar of cahdy corn is MINE.

T Just \\o‘)e +)ne7/ write instead of call. T put
Moms cell \)"\ohe humber on my letter, but
a\>\>areh+|7/ it's gohna be o few Ja)/s before ‘H\e)/ fix

the tower and Pe0\7|e in towh can get service again.
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\r\ledhesdo\?f

T+'s been two ch)/s, and still no word on m]
balloon. T'm starting to get a li+tle worried,
because the contest ends Mohc}ay, and if hobo&y

gets their balloon back, T'm sure Vice Prihci‘)a|
Roy 1S gohha keeP the cathy for HIMSELF.

La+e|7/ Tve been )no\vihg +rouble s+a7/ih3 focused

at SC\'\ool, but |ucki|7/ my )nomework \wasr\’+ been

that hard. Our reo\dihg assighment was to write
a biosro\\:)ny on a famous au+)nor, so T chose the

S‘)ihe‘h'cklers 3u7/.

But i+ turns out ‘H’\ere’s bdrely ANY information on
him. Thn fact, the oh|7/ ﬂ\ihs T could find was the
little blurb in the back of his books.

Who is I.M.
SPOOKY?

Almost nothing is known
about the mysterious I.M.
Spooky. All we can say for
sure is that he’s cooking up
a terrifying new entry in the
Spineticklers series!

4y

'
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The soocl hews is that since T wasnt reo«“)/ able
to find ah)/-fhihg on L.M. Spook)/, T was finished
wH’\'\ my entire duﬂ'\or)s bio in about two minutes.

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

AUTHOR NAME: _LM. Spooky
BIRTHDATE: (L

PLACE OF BIRTH: 277
HOBBIES: 777
EDUCATION: 77

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT
THE AUTHOR:

s

With a name like .M. Spooky, T guess you have
ho CHOICE but 4o write scary books for a living.

T kind of wish T had never started reading
+hose S\:ihe-h'cklers books, -H-\ous\-\. Because once
7/ou start rea&ihs H\em ) it's }\drd +o STOP. Ah&
+}xe7/'re starting to affect my eVeryday |ife.
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Goihs to the dentist was never that much fun to
{)esih with, but after T read S\)ihe-h'cHers humber
67 , 1t 30+ even WORSE.

Tve c\'\eckec} out eVery S\)ihe‘Hcklers book from +\'\e
library, and T even borrowed a few S\)iheﬁcklers

Junior books from Rowley so T could kee‘) going.

And Just like T Predic-feci, the books are starting
to give me his\'\‘l'mares. S\)ihe+ick|ers humber 71 is
about this kid who grows a lizard +ail and 4ries +o
hide it from his family and teachers.
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BY ZM. SPooky |

That one reo\lly stressed me out, and the hig)n-l' T
read it, T had a dream that T was the one with
the +ail.

Ac+ua||7l, my dream started off really GOOD,
because *H\ere are a buhc\'\ of fun -H\ihgs 7/ou can do
with a +ail that you wouldnt even +hink of.

n



Th my dream T wasnt ashamed of my +ail, T
was PROUD of i+. And T used it to its full

adv«xh-hxse. el

i  DRIBBLE

.~

The ohly -H\ihs T didnt like about it was that when
T got excited about SOme-H-\ihS, eVeryohe could ell.

DO YOU THINK
THAT GIRL IS
CUTE?




Then all of a sudden my +ail became a PROBLEM.
PeoPIe got J'ealous, and the next ‘H‘\ihs T knew, T
was beih& hunted like T was some kind of monster.

&

"/r‘t’i;’"', 15,157,777,
Z, 7 el e”e,

01017077 2,11¢,% - 7227
LA 72201 7,7 [, 74

I rahn 'For‘ m7/ LIFE o\hc} eSca?ed ‘H‘\roush a
wihclow, and -Hne +owh5\>e0\>|e c\-\ased me down -H-\e

street and ‘Hm‘ous}x a s)noP\)ihs mall. T almost 30‘!’
away, but then my +ail got stuck in the escalator.
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T swear T could ac+ua||>/ FEEL i+ }xam)eh, and it

woke me UP.

Th fact, the dream was so realistic that T turned
oh the |i3‘w+ to see if T ac+uq||)/ DID have a +ail.
And T have to say, T was a little &isa\)\aoih‘fed
when T realized that ho+)nih3 was there.

-

fa

L \ '
S ([T =

That's not the ONLY bad dream T ve had
because of those books ) 'H'\ous\-\.
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ﬂ\e o-ﬂ'\er hisH' I \'\a& a dream w\\ere I was
ca\>+urecl b)/ zombie Pira-i'es and made +o walk

+he Plahk. For some reason, T ke?-f repeating
this s+U\>id rhyme.

‘ TEP, STEP, STEP,
NO, NO, NO! PLOP,
PLOP, PLOP IN I GO!C-//Z

)

Q

Uh-l[or+uha+e|7/, T was saying it for REAL, so
how Rodrick has a video of me -l'qlkihs in my slee‘).

STEP, STEP, STER, |||
NO, NO, NO! PLOF, |
PLOP, PLOP, IN T GOIL 7=
: &
)

D

o
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Some+times m7/ dreams are so ridiculous T actuall

KNOW I’m havihs a hi3¥\+mare. Ahc} w‘weh ‘H‘\o\‘f

A L [ J
O‘H\er +imes 1 THINK lﬂm "\avihs a his}'\‘fmare
but Tm o\c+ua||7/ NOT. Then when T +r>/ +o wake

myself up, T realize T'm not asleep.
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Mom has +this book +hat explains how to make
sense of dreams, and it ac+ua||>/ \Dre-H'y
interesting. Basica“y eVer7/+Hh3 +hat )na\)\)ehs in
your dreams has some kind of deeper meaning.

Falling A dream about falling means you
have a fear of losing control of your
life. It could also mean you’re afraid
you don’t have enough time to get
everything done.

A\)\)areh+|7/ the one about the tail means T'm
as"\dmed of Some‘l"'\ihs in my ‘)ds+. Ahd 'H\e dream
about the pirates means T'm stressed out about
hot {)eihs a 300& ehoua\'\ fn'ehcl.

The other hisk‘l' T Kad a dream that all my teeth
were loose, and aWo\reh-Hy that one’s about a fear

of getting older, which kind of makes sense.
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But it's gonna take me FOREVER +o decode the

dream I hac} LAST his\'ﬁ', because +)na+ one was
Jus+ com\)|e+e|7/ bonkers.

q MUSTARD ON ™MY
SR ﬂ TURNIPS, PLEEAAASE!

'ﬂwrsdo\x

T+ turns out \)ickihg the S\DEheﬁcHers author
for my readihs assighment was a bad call. Almost
ALL the kids in m7l class did their avthor
biosro\\)%ies on I.M. SPooky, and NOBRODY

could find o\hy information on the 3“)/‘ T +hink
our teacher, Mrs. Mott, +¥\ou3¥\+ we were +r7/a’h3
to be -Fuhhy, so she said we all had o stay in for
Fecess every Jay until we redid our assighment.
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T +hink \)dﬁ’ of w\'\y Mrs. Mo+t 30‘!‘ so mad is
that she’s 3e++ih3 sick of eVeryohe cloihs +heir

book reports on +he S\:ihe-h'cklers series.

Last week at least five kids ?icked the exact
same book for their dssighmeh‘f, and it Jus+ about
?us\\ed Mrs. Mott over the e&se.

S‘wipeﬁck‘é

MY TEACHERIS A

79



But the last straw was when Amanda Pickler did

a Book Talk on “The Brain with a Mind of T+s
Own.” Amanda broua)n-l' in a fake brain made out
of Jell-O, but she lost her grip and JroP\DeJ i+ on
the floor, which made two kids pass out.

~

A {)uhc\'\ of Pareh-fs arent }“"\7\7)’ about +)ne
S\)ihe+ick|ers {)ooks, eiﬂ'\er. 1 \-\eard +\-\a+ Dahhy
McGlurk’s dad went to last week's PTA meeting
and said he wanted the books banned because +}\e7/
‘)romo‘fe WITCHCRAFT.
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A?‘)qreh‘H)/, Mr. McGlurk caus\ﬁ' Dahhy dabblihs
in the “dark arts” in his garage, and Mr.
McGBlurk blamed it all on the S\)ihe-h'cklers books.

But the way T Keard i, Po\hhy was just
practicing magjc tricks for the fall talent show.

1O

‘ BEGINNER'S | |—
MAGIC SET

|
2L

Qa
)

Ve ig

T seriously *\ope +he S\)ihe+ick|ers books dont get
banned ) because ﬂ\e)/'re the oh|7/ ﬂ\ihs kee?iha m7/
readihs Srade up.

We're requirec} to read fifteen books ’07 the end of
ﬂ-\e )/ear, and ALL of mine are from ﬂ-\oﬁ' series.
ﬂ\e wo?/ 7/ou prove 7'°U fihishe& readihs a book is
b)/ +akih3 a mul—H‘)le—c}\oice test on the computer.
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The gotten a 100% on eVery sihsle test The
taken so far, which T guess proves Tm rea“y
deihs attention when T read the books.

QUESTION 12:
Who did the Chattering Chompers eat?

O Mother O Baby Ellis
O Father @ All of the above

When T 30+ }\ome, T +4old Mom how Mrs. Mot+
was makihs us redo our author biosra?\\ies, and T
didnt know what +o do.

But Mom told me ﬂ'\e reason I cou|c}h’+ find ahy

information on I.M. S\Dooky is because he’s not an
actual PERSON.

T 4old Mom that was ridiculous because +this vy
has written almost 200 books. But Mom said
sometimes \Dub“s‘\ers create a fictional avthor and
then hire a bunch of people to write books under
that name.
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T gotta say, if that's trve T feel kind of
cheated. But T feel worse for ROWLEY, because
he wasted his time writing .M. S\aooky a letter.

Dear Mr. SFOOkV’
First of af| let me say/
T om a ku\ge fan. But

+he reason I am writing
is +o Com‘DlaTh tha+ +he
book “Scaredy Cat and

1he Hounted House was

WAY +oo scary.
Mom was +r7/ih3 to *\elp me find a different

auﬂ\or w‘wo’s an actual ‘wumqh beihg w}xeh +¥\ere was
a knock at our door. 1 answered i1, and ‘H-\ere
was a |qd7/ and some kid T'd never seen before.
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T was ‘)re‘H)/ s?ookecl when she asked if m7/

name wds Gres He”\ey. ’ﬂm‘f’s w‘weh 1 Saw ‘H\e
deflated balloon in the kid’s hand, and T put two
and two +03e+\'\er.

At first T was kind of excH'eJ, because if someone
found m7/ BALLOON, that meant T was gohha
get +hat giant jar of cah&y corn. But then T
remembered what T wrote in my letter and wished

T could take some of it back.

And finally, if you find this balloon
and return it to me without delay, |
can promise you a large cash reward.
I have a rich uncle and I'm sure he’d
be happy to hook you up.

Sincerely, /U/Uﬁ/ OH‘L@@QZZ/

T didnt want these Peoyle ‘H\ihkihs T was some
weird kid who makes friends b)/ sehc}ihs out letters
attached 4o helium balloons. But T guess it didnt
really matter. T figured T could Just take my
balloon back and send them on their way.
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Before T knew it, ‘H’\ous\\ Mom was a+ the front
door, and she invited them INSIDE. /ﬂuri?/
seconds later we had these two +otal strangers
sitting at our kitchen table.

The lacl)/ introduced herself as Mrs. Selsam and
said her son’s name was Maddox. They live in the
next towh over. A\)queh‘fl)/ this kid Maddox was
practicing the violin in his bedroom and saw the
balloon c}dhsluhs from a tree branch outside.




Mrs. Selsam said +heir house is way out in the
sticks, and ﬂ\ey dont really have any heishbors.
Plus, because she works full-time and goes to
school at his\ﬁ', she doesnt get mahy chances o
set vp "?Iaydﬁes" for Maddox.

S}\e said +¥\a+ w*\eh s‘we read ‘H\e let+ter s}xe knew
it was ‘meant to be," and +)ne7/ 30+ in +¥\e car and
ciroVe ria)n-f over.

1 was S+dr+ih3 o 3e+ REALLY uncomfortable.
All T was +r7/ih3 to do was win some cahdy corn,
and how -H\ihss were getting +o+<1||7/ out of control.

But before T could ex\alqih +his was all a biS
miSuhderS‘hhdihs, Mom told me T should +ake
Maddox vpstairs and get to know him while she
chatted with Mrs. Selsam in the kitchen.
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So now this kid was in m7/ ROOM. Ahd it seemed

like it was Just as awkward for HIM as it was
for ME.
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T tried makihs conversation, but T couldn® get

a WORD out of him. EVeh+ua||7/ T gave vp and
Jus+ Pre-l'ehciec} he wasnt there.

When T turned on my computer to ?'“7’ a
video game, +)nou3¥\, Maddox turned into a
TOTALLY different person. He got all worked

up and started makihs strange hoises.
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T didnt know WHAT was going oh, but five
seconds later Mrs. Selsam came ruhhihs nto m
room and 4urned off m7/ monitor. She said she
doesnt allow Maddox to \)lay video games, and the

reason \\e was So "o\himm‘ed" was because he’d hever

dc+uo\||>/ SEEN one before.

T wish she hadnt said her kid doesnt \>|o\7/ video
games, because T didnt need Mom getting ah7/

crazy ideas.

Maddox was \\avihs trouble calmihs down, so
Mrs. Selsam said +)ne7/ should Probqbly be %ea&ihs
home. And +hat was Just fine {77/ ME. But T
wish T hadnt been so eager to get them out the
door, because after +}\e7/ drove away T realized T
hever did get my balloon back.
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Saturda
Yes+erda7/ T +4old Vice Pn’hci\)ql Ro7/ +hat someone
found m7l bd“ooh, but "\e wou|cih'+ \'\ahd over ﬂ'\e
cthl)/ corn unless T Jorou\c)\'\‘l' the balloon in 4o

prove it.

So +ocla7/ when Mom said she wanted +o take me
to Maddox's house for a 3e+-+03e+\-\er, T was all
forit. T -fisured T'd make a little chitchat, Sro\b
the balloon, and be on my way.

But+ Mom had OTHER plans. When we got to the
Selsams” house, which rea||7/ WAS in the middle of
how\-\ere, Mom said she was gohha go ihto town
and have coffee with Mrs. Selsam while T huha
back with Maddox.

Believe me, if T wouldve known THAT was gohha
be the deal, T never wouldve gotten in the car.
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When Mom dro?‘)ed me off, T (isured T mig\-\'f
as well +r7/ to make the most of it. Maddox was
ac+ua||>/ TALKING +his time, so that was a
decent start at least.

T asked Maddox if he had dh}' Juhk food, but he

said his mom doesnt let him have any of that kind
of stuff. T asked him if he wanted to watch some
TV, but he told me ‘H’\e)/ didnt HAVE a +elevision.

At first T 'H\ous}ﬁ' he was J'okihs, but sure ehous}\,
in the family room there was a BOOKSHELF

where the TV was SUP?oseJ to go-

:[h fqd, +¥\ere were books EVERYWHERE in
this house.
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T asked Maddox what he does for fuh, and he said
he either practices his violin or ?‘d)/S with his Legos.
T was \Dre++7/ relieved to hear that he ac+uo\||>/ had
some TOYS, because :[ was s+o\r+ih3 to wonder
about this kid.

But when he showed me what he had in his bedroom,
T was +o+a||7/ blown away.
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He had a whole Leso CITY in there. Maddox said
he wants to be an ehsiheer when he grows up,
and w)neheVer )ne asks for a Leso set, Hs mom
buys it for him. All T can say is, she must have
spent a FORTUNE.
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T wanted o \)lo?/ with some of the bi3 sets
Maddox had, but he wouldn™ let me 9o ahyw%ere
NEAR ﬂ'\em.

He told me if T wanted to \)'d)’ with his Legos, T
could use the pieces from his “leftovers” bin. That
was a Preﬁy bis letdown, because the leftovers
bin was filled with a bunch of random \)ieces.

So while Maddox was putting +03e+)ner a SOO—Piece
Leso sPaces}\iP, T did the best with what T had.
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After about an hour and a half, Mom and Mrs.
Selsam f.hally came back. Lucki |7/, my balloon was
sitting on the little table next to the front
cloor, (o) I sro\bbecl it on ﬂ'\e wa7/ out.

But J'us+ when T was about to get in the car,
Mrs. Selsam came runhing out with Maddox right
behind her. Maddox said T “stole” from him. T
tried to explain +hat the balloon was actuall
MINE, and T was Just +akih3 i+ BACK.

)




But Maddox wasnt ‘hxlkihs about the BALLOON.
He said T stole one of his LEGOS. A\)\)areh+|7/

one of +)ne \)ieces was missihS from Hs leftovers

bin. And dont even ask me how he knew THAT.

I swore up and down I didnt take ahy of \-\is
Lesos, and ]: even turned my \)ocke-fs inside out
to prove it. But he STILL wasnt satisfied.

So T dc+Ud||7l let Maddox and Mrs. Selsam pat me
down, which was +o+o\||7l \wmilia-rihs. But T gotta
admit i+ was Pre‘H'y sa+is~F7/ih3 when ‘Hwe)/ couldnt
find dh}l‘ﬂ'\ihs oh me.
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After that T +}\ou\9¥\+ T was in the clear, and
T turned 1o get in the car.
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That's when Maddox s?oHeJ a Leso that was
stuck to my elbow.
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What really stinks is +hat it was one of those
)

‘h'hy square pieces, and T'm sure Maddox had a
BILLION of +hose in his lef+overs bin.

ACTUAL

SIZE\@

Ahyway, that's how our "‘>|a7/da+e" ended.

On a positive hote, T got what T came for. But
on the way home, Mom seemed \Dre‘H)/ vpset. T
+\~\ou3¥\+ she was mad about the Lego \)iece, but
she wasn+.
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She said she was JiSQ\)?oih-fecl T didn*t hit i+ off
with Maddox, because she ﬂ\oug‘ﬁ‘ he was a Sood

“role model” for me.

But if Mom wants to connect me with someone Tl
ac+uo\||7/ look UP 4o, she’s gohha have o +r7l a
little harder.

Mohdq;[

For the past few cio\ys, Moms been doihs an
ex\Derimeh‘l' on me and Rodrick. She wanted to see
how |oh3 we ¢ 90 before one of us would take out
the 4rash without beihs told. But T guess we
failed the test, because last his\'ﬁ she gave vp.
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At dinner, Mom said she didn+ go to co||e3e Just
so she could sPehJ her +ime cleaning vp after
eVeryohe and $cra\>ih3 gum off our shoes. She said
she needed o be in a "s+imu|o\+ih3 environment
and was going back to school full-time 4o finish her

master's desree.

She said ﬂm—f for -Hwis +to work, eVeryohe’s gohha
have +o \)H'c\'\ in extra around the house. So 4o
make c\wores "fuh," s)ne created a “Grab Bas,"
which is a pillowcase filled with li+tle slips of paper
that have random Jobs written down onh them.

Tm \)re++7/ sure she got the idea from "Fam'l)/

»

Frolic magazine.
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Me and Rodrick are suv\aosed to reach into the
Grab Bag every do\y after school and do a chore.
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Mom told us that if we do our chores, shell let us
cli\) into the Halloween cahdy a little early.

Well, that's proof its SOMEWHERE in the
house. But that's Just gohha be BONUS thdy
for me, because +o&a7/ at school T 4raded in my
balloon for +hat bis Jar of cqhdy corn in Vice
Pn’hci\)o\l Roy)s office. And as soon as T got
\-\ome, ]: }\ucl it in ‘Hwe bottom drawer of m7/
dresser so T didnt have 4o share it with dhyohe.

After thot was taken care of, T reached into
the Grab Bas and Pulled out a sli? of paper and
30+ "Polis% +)ne SE|Verware," w‘-\ic% }\as to be +¥\e

worst c}\ore n H\ere.

Rodrick must }-\aVe added Hs OWN items to ‘H-\e
Grab Bag, becavse T found him o\slee\) hext Yo a
sli? of paper with his \-\ahder'ihs on it.
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TAKE A NAP

T decided 4o }\el‘a mysel{ to some cqhdy corh as a
reward for fihis\\ihs my chore, but when T walked

into my room, m7/ bottom drawer was open and the

Jar was EMPTY.
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T+ didnt take me |oh3 to find the cu|\>ri+. T

found the ?is s+um{>|ih3 around the kitchen like it

was c}ruhk or 50me+¥\ih3.

At first T was mad, because not ohly did +he Pi9
eat all my cthiy corn, but it somehow fiaure& out
how to unscrew the Jar to do it.
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Then T started getting kind of WORRIED,
because the P9 rea||7/ didnt look so Soocl.

[

I fa’sured Gro\hd\)a mis)n‘l' know w}uﬁ o do, but
he was out on a date with Mrs. Fredericks. T
woke Rodrick up and asked HIM what to do, and
he said T should call Dad. So T did, but Dad was

n a mee+ih3.

T didnt want to bother Mom, because T knew she
was at her college signing vp for classes. But +he
pig was turning green, so T called Ker anyway. T
told her that the ?53 seemed Pre-H)/ sick, and
she asked me if it had eaten ahyﬂxihs s+rah3e.
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T really didnt wanna ell her i+ had gotten into
my cah&y corn, so L told her T wasnt sure. She
said we'd better take the pig o the vet just

in case, and that she was |eavih3 school and would

meet us +}\ere.

Rodrick wasnt thpy T was wakihs him up for

+¥\e second time in five minutes, but one look at

ﬂ'\e \)is cthihceJ \'\im we hee&e& +to 3e+ movihs.

On the ride over, T held +he Pig in my arms in
the back of Rodrick’s van. But \-\o\lfway to the vet
+he ?ia started makihs weird sounds.
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T +old Rodrick o Pull over, but b}/ the +ime he
did it was alreacly too late.

Now there was a giant, gooey., oro\hse-ahd-yeﬂow

\Duclc“e on ‘H\e floor of Rodrick’s van. Ahc} I’m
pretty sure T'll never be able to look a+ cahcly
corn the same way agaih.

Rodrick said it was my fault for makihs the \753
sick, so it was MY Job to clean it vp- Then he
handed me a roll of paper towels and told me 4o
get to work.
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Even -H'\ous‘\ the ?uddle was cahdy corn, it didnt
SMELL like it. T 4ried mopping it up while

)noHihg my breath, but it was }\o\aeless.

Fiho\lly T couldnt take i+ anymore and realized T
was gohha get sick MYSELF. ?or+uha+el7/, T was
able o se'f out of the van in time.

UNFORTUNATELY, +the |aci7/ whose yard we

were \Darked in front of was outside quihs leaves
and saw the whole ‘H‘\ihg-




T guess she +\'\ou3¥\+ we were a COU‘)‘C of bad kids

and this was some kind o'fJUVehile ?rahk, because

she said she was ca“ihs the COPS.

So T got back in the van and we ?ee|ec§ out of
there as fast as we could and turned on to the
Hs\-\way. But we didnt 3e+ far.

Luckily, T was able 4o ex\Dlo\ih eVeryﬂxihS to the
Poh’ce officer, but he didnt seem to want to hear
all the details.
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Just after the cop drove away, Mom sPoHe&

Rodrick’s van on the Hs)nwa?/ and ?ullec} in behind us.
And T guess +he P9 hadnt +o+a||)/ emP‘h'eci out 7Ie+,
because it coua‘wed up ohe las+ \Dudcﬂe of cah&y corn.

TUCSJG%

Last hish‘i' when we got home, Mom said she
washt mad at me, she was DISAPPOINTED.
And when it comes to Mom, thats even WORSE.

She said she’s disturbed {)7/ my "\>a++erh of
Jece‘ﬁioh," and that between the incident at
Maddox's house and what }\a‘)‘)ehe& with the

Pi9> she didnt feel like T could be trusted. T
explo\iheci for the millionth time that +he Lego
H\ihﬁ was Jus-l' a misuhclershhdihg, but shed
obviously alrea&y made up her mind about +hat one.
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The last time we had a conversation like this was
when T was in the fourth srade, and Tl admit
T +o+a||7/ deserved a \Duhis)nmeh-l' that time around.

T+ ac+ua||7/ started with someﬂ\ihs kind of small.
Mom used to Pack my lunch eVer7/ morhing, and
T4 o\|wa7/s eat my sandwich and snack but +oss
whatever fruit she'd \)u+ in there.

Mom -fiaured out I wash+ eo\‘h'ha my fruit , So one
day she put an apple in my lunch and made me
Promise to brihs the core home o prove T4 eaten
it. She said if T DIDN)T, she wouldnt \)o\ck a

shack for me anymore.

At lunch T -Forao-r all about my promise, and T
+hrew my fruit away like usual.
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And when T got home, Mom asked me where my

a\)\ﬂe core was.

-

T Probably should ve Just come clean, but for some
reason L made up a lie. T +4old her that on the
way to school +hat morhing, d bully srabbec} me
and stole my o\\)\)le.

i+ was a \>re++7 cles‘)erﬁe moVe oh m7/ \mr-h but
T was worried Mom wasn+ gonhha give me a shack

the next Jay if T told her the truth.
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T ‘H’\ous‘ﬁ’ my $+or>/ was so lame that Mom would
see r‘is‘ﬁ +¥\rou3¥\ it. But she wanted to know
more about this bully, so T really le+ i+ rip.

T +old her the kid's hame was Curtis Litz and
that he was a foot taller than me, with a
uhibrow, and a mole on his chin. T fisured i
Mom was |ookih3 for DETAILS, T wasnt gonna
Jisa\apoih-r her.

(.
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Mom said she could step in, but +his was a 3005
opportuni for me o learn how to settle a

conflict on m7/ OWN.

So that hia)n-l' she ’orous}ﬂ' me a peh and paper
and had me write Curtis a letter, which T did.
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Dear Curtis,

’\)\eQSe cJoh’+ +a|<e
Y opp’e again. My
mom 507/8 T need i+
Qor Yy nutrition.

Sincerely,

Greg Heff ley

T Probably should ve Just ended i+ r.'3¥\+ +hen.
But T wrote a fake letter +o myself from Curtis
instead. Ahd to make sure Mom could see how
BAD +his kid was, T added a rude drqwihs at
the end.

DEAR GREGORY,

~(OUR APPLE WAS
pELICIOUS. TELL
OUR MOMMY TO
SEND ME ANOTHER
ONE TOMORROW.

FROM CURTIS ¢t

A BUTT
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Well, T guess T took it +oo far, because the
next Jd)/ Mom came to school with that letter )
demahdihs to S\Deo\k 4o Curtis Litz.

[ompie |
/

The secre-h:\ry told Mom there was no student
hamed Curtis Litz at +he school, and when Mom
askecl me about Hm i saici "\e must be ‘\omesd"\ooleci.

Af‘fer that T 3°+ kind of nervous, and for +)ne
hext two weeks T had Rowley eat my q?\ale at
lunch and give me the core.
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Mom seemed to forse‘l' all about it until we sat a

row behind the Bartlemans at+ church one weekend.
Their fif’r)n-erade son, Tevin, looked Just like my
descri\)-h'oh of Curtis Litz, and he cauaH Moms eye.

Mom told Tevin's parents +¥\e7/'re raising a rotten
kid and that -H'\e)/ owed her some a‘)vles. T fel+
Pre‘H)/ bad, because Tevin Bartleman is a nice

kid and his family volunteers at the soup kitchen
downtown every So\+urc}a7/ morhing.

Later on in the year Mom Joihed the Fuhclraisihs
Committee, which was headed vp {)7/ Mrs.
Bartleman. T+ didnt take long for Mom +o -{isure
+¥\ihss out from +)nere, and T lost TV \Drivileses

for a w‘wole mohﬂ'\ as ‘Duhis\'\mehﬁ’.
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But T o\c+ua||7/ ended vp getting a DOUBLE
?uhishmeht because for ﬂ\e rest of +}\a+ 7/ear,
eVery time Tevin saw me in the hqllway, he reo\||7/
le+ me have i+.

Last his\'\-i' Mom decided +hat my ‘)uhis\'\meh‘l' for
lyihs was for me to take THREE chores out of
+)ne Grab qu eVery Jay ‘H\is week.

Uhforﬂ'uha‘\'ely , she alrea&y cleared out all of
Rodrick’s sli\)s of paper, which means there’s no
chance Tl get an easy ohe.
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When we wra?‘)ed UP our conversation last his}ﬁ,
Mom said T'm a smart kid with a 3oocl imqsihaﬁoh,
but T Jus+ heed to DO 50me+}\ih3 with it.

Listen, T'm not \Droud of mysel-( for |7/ih3 ) but
trust me, I'm not ‘H‘\e ONLY one in ‘H’\is fdmily
who bends the truth.

TVve heard grown-ups lie ten times a week, but if
7/ou ask me I’ll bet it's even MORE ‘H\ah ‘H‘\tﬁ'.

The first time T remember Mom +e||ih3 me a lie
was w\'\eh I was about ‘H\ree years old and s‘we
had me +r7/ broccoli.

IT TASTES
Like CANDY!

AhJ Mom doesnt seem to \mVe ahy \Droblem |7Eh3
+o MANNY, either.
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Last December, when Mom put the Sihser{)reaci
house out on the kitchen table, she told Mdhh7/
hot 4o touch it until Christmas or i+ would turn
into a million spiders, which is kind of a craz

+}\ih3 +o tell a little kid. But i+ backfired when
Mo\hhy fumisa'l'ecl +he Sihgerbread house with a can
of {)us spray-

Dad’s a \Dre'H)/ honest vy in Seheral, but even
HE fibs wheh its convenient for Hm.

Dad used to HATE i+ when the ice cream truck
came -H-\rous‘\ our heis\'\bor\-\ooci, because me and
Ro&rick WOUH led)/S start begsihg "\im for mohe7/

as soon as we heard the music.

So Dad told us the ice cream truck oh|7/ \)lays
music when +\\e7/’re OUT of ice cream.
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T qc+uo\||7/ +hink |7/ih3 m53¥\+ be inherited, because
GRANDPA does i+, “oo. But )ne s}\oulclJVe 30++eh
his stories s+rm’3}x+ with Dad, because Grahd\)a used
Yo say the ice cream truck driver was a clown who

sPahked children he causH' roaming around outside.

T'm kind of embarrassed +o say that when Gro\hc}\)o\
first told me that, T o\c"’uo\”7/ BELIEVED him.
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So T felt like it was my resPohsibﬂH)/ to get the
word out 1o OTHER kids in the heis}\borhoocl.

E— RUNNNNNN/

lﬁVe learned not to trust ‘H‘\e grown-ups in_our
famil ) but nobod ’s done more to mess wiﬂ\ m7/

head than RODRICK.

The first lie T can remember him +e||ih3 me was
that if your {)e”)/ button 3o+ untied, )/our BUTT
would fall off.

T made sure my Preschool classmates knew about
that, which caused a bi3 stir at school.
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Ria‘-\‘f arouhc} ‘H’\is same time Roc}rick +o|d me ‘H\d‘f
the outer ring of the toilet seat was oh|7/ used b
Sirls, and that guys are su?\)osed to lift the seat

ho matter WHAT.

T believed him, and if T hadnt accideh'}'a“y left +he
door unlocked one hia}ﬁ' ) 1 mis\'\‘l"Ve gonhe oh usihg
the toilet the wrong way for the rest of my |ife.
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Sometimes Rodrick told me +¥\ih35 +hat so+ me in

BIG trouble. When T was in second 3rade he said
that if a person wears camouﬂage, +)ne>/'re dc+uo\||>/
INVISIBLE +o eVeryohe else.

ﬂ'\d‘f ohe so‘f me banned from the town ‘)ool for
the rest of +he summer.

To POOL
10 | =7

HEY!

i L/ | L
A lot of Rodrick’s lies ended vp costing me
MONEY, +400. One year Rodrick told me that if
I clus a "\ole and ‘)u+ all m7/ bir‘ﬂ'\&ay mohey in it

a tree wouH grow ahci I could 3e+ cu\s)n from it
whenever T WANTED.

That seemed like a \)re-Hy sweet deal o ME.
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So I did w‘-\o\-f ‘-\e sm’d, and I even watered it
twice a Jay. But when T told Mom my Mohey Tree

wash + Srowiha, she 30+ a shovel and dug up +he
hole, which was EMPTY.

Tm sla& Mom s+e\>\>ecl in when she did, because
in another do\y or two all of my bir-ﬂwdo\y mohey
would Ve been S\Deh"' on bubble gum and comic books.

’ o
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Sometimes Rodrick Jus+ +ook my mohey ou+ri3\'\+.

Once, when T lost one of my baby teeth, T

\)U+ i+ under my \)i”ow for the +ooth fdiry. But
when T went to see if she left me '(l‘H‘)’ cents,
T found a note that T'm Pre++7/ sure Rodrick

wrote *\imsew.

SORRY I'M LIGHT ON
CASH TONIGHT. T
WIiLL HOOK You UP

NEXT TIME.
_T.F.

Rodrick told me the +ooth fm’ry was oh|>/ ONE
of the fairies that comes in the middle of the
his}vr and gives mohey. He said there was an
arm fo\iry and a leg fm'ry and a bunch of other

ones, too.

Rodrick said ‘H\d‘l’ w)neh 7/ou 3e+ older )/our c\'\ﬂd
arms and |e35 fall off, and when +)ne7/ do, you put
them under your pillow and get money.
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He said after THAT, your adult limbs start
Sr‘owihs n, but sometimes a kid)s arms or |e35 3e+

loose and the adult ones come in early.
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T was TERRIFIED that was gohha \wa\)?eh to
ME, so T checked eVery his\-\‘l' to make sure m7/

arms and |e35 were on -h's)n‘h

Rodrick was alwa)/s coming up with way’s to scare
me. Pack w}\eh our basement wasn+ fihis)ned, +¥\ere
were open gaps under ‘H‘\e stair treads.
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Rodrick said if T went vp the stairs oo slow, a
monhster would srdb m7/ ankle. From then on, T
started +akih3 the stairs two at a time.

After T got sooc} at THAT, T +ried +akih3 +he
stairs THREE at a time. But T guess +hat was a
little oo ambitious.
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EVeh‘fuaHy we finished the basement and the

9ops were covered up with wood. But GRAMMA'S
basement is still unfinished, and before T 90 down
there T usuo\||7/ make sure eVer7/+)nih3's all clear first.

D\' .
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Aho-H-\er ‘H’\ihs Rodrick said to scare me was
that if T bur?eé ihdoors, +he 3%05‘1’ of Georse
\/Jashiha'foh would haunt me. T have no idea how
he came up with THAT one, but it still makes me
+hink twice before opening a can of soda.
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Sometimes Rodrick would tell me 50me+\'\ih3 ‘l‘"\q‘f
dc+uo\||>/ COULD be truve, and that's when +¥\ih35
so+ cohfusiha.

He told me once that if a person sleePs with +heir
mouth opeh +¥\e7/’|| eat an average of five s?iders
a hight, which is kind of believable if you think
about it.

Zg%e
L

[ i J—[r_

Ahoﬂ-\er time Rodrick told me that it's dahserous
to wake someone up when ‘H\e)/’re slee‘)walkihs. T

el

ﬂ\ouSH' there could be a chance he was qc+ua||7/
+e||ih3 ‘H-\e +ru+}\, because '\:m \Dre++7/ sure I

)nearc} +)na+ onhe somew}\ere else.
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But then a few his\ﬁs later T cau\g\ﬁ Rodrick
eating an ice cream sahdwich that was SU\D\)osed to
be MINE and T realized i+ was Just another one
of his d.'r+7 tricks.

T Ve been lied to so much over the years, it could
take me the rest of my life to {i\gure out what's
trve and whats not.

ih ‘H‘\e meantime, '\:m hot +akih3 o\h7/ c)nahces.

_§|\\

/e
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[
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’ﬂwrsdax

Mom’s ohly beeh soihg to SC*’\OO‘ for a -few cid S
how, but she’s acting like a COMPLETELY
different person. \/\”-\eh s)ne 3e+s \wome at his)n-h
she's o\lwo?/s in a sood mood. She doesnt even get
mad if T havent finished m7/ chores.

Mom says she's *‘“\7\’7' because she's beih3 challehsecl
at school, and the rest of us should +r7/ |earhih3
new 'H'\ihgs , too.

But T have a ‘H\eory when it comes 4o this sort
of ‘H\ihﬁ. 1 -fiaure 7/our brain ohly/ \'\as so much
space in it and ’oy +)ne +ime you're eig\w+ or hine
years old, its all filled Up.

126



So if you waht to learn 50me+\-\ih3 hew after
THAT, you have to make room b)/ getting rid of
Someﬂ'\iha OLD.

The Way ¢
. Cal,
Jupiter jg thecfgf" Slla
the o
a O
]amesto‘““ T A
) 2 ‘
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oY et
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T -Fisure +hat's w)ny school gets harder the further
7/ou 9o- EVery +ime new information comes in, 7/our
brain au+oma‘h'ca||>/ clears out 50me+¥\ih3 ELSE +o

make SPGCC.

To prove my point, ever since T learned about
\Dhoi'osyhﬂxesis in Science, T havent been able to
remember \-\ow to do |oh3 division.

Question 1: What is 367 divided by 12?
Remember to show your work!

NO
CLUE.
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T just wish you could CHOOSE wha+ your brain
gets rid of. TVe com?|e+e|>/ forsoH'eh the cheat
codes for Twisted Wizard, but T still have a req||7/
clear mermory of the time T scared Dad when he

came out of the shower.

And believe me, T'd pay Sood mohe7/ to wipe
THAT imase from m7/ memory bank.

Mom says me and Rodrick need +o start +Hhkih3
about what we want to do when we 9row up and
start planning for the future NOW. She says
when you’re a kid you should do as mahy +)nih35 as
you can to find out what you like so that later
you’ll know what o focus on.
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T alrea&y KNOW what T want to do for my
career. I'm Plahhiha oh {)eih3 a Video game
tester w%eh 1 grow up. ﬂ\e way I see i1, '\:Ve
been training for that Job ever since 1 was old
enough 1o hold a controller in my hands.

But whenever T +tell Mom my \>|ah, she doesnt
seem excited about it.

Mom says T should set my sights HIGHER and
become an engiheer or a doctor or SOme‘H'\ihs like
+hat. She says T Just \)lay video games all Jay
and don*t take school serious|7/ ) Tm gohha end
vp beihs a 3o\r{>a3e collector.
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First of all, the oh|7l doctor T kinow is our
?edia-h’iciah, Dr. Hissihs, and T can® see myself
S\aehc{ihg the rest of my life suctiohing mucus out
of little kids noses.

And second, beihg a sarbage collector seems like
a Pre‘H')/ sweet deal o ME. The 9uys who collect
our trash get o be outside eVery Jay and crank
their music up rea||7/ loud. So if the video game
tester ‘H\ihs doesnt work out for me ) sqr{mse

collector seems like a sood fallback Plah.

When T was little, Mom always told me T could be
ah7/+\-\ih3 T wanted when T grew up.
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T didnt find out until later on +hat she was
J"’5+ +o\|kih3 about JOBS. T ‘H’\ous\ﬁ' T could
|i+era||>/ be ANYTHING.

Y

Mom's always sayihg we have a lot of brains in
our 'l[drm"?/, ahci ‘H'm‘l' one of my 3reo\+-3red+-
great aunts helpe& invent a cure for a disease

Wd?’ {)ack w*xeh.
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But trust me, weve got a lot of real DUMMIES
in our family, too0. Just last week my uncle Gary
cut down a bi3 branch +hat was oVer\mhsiha his
JrEVeway , and he ended up {)reakihs his collarbone.

>~

=k

With PEOP'C like Uncle Gary n my gene \Dool, it's
a miracle T can even +ie my owh shoes. But Moms
always sayihg T can do great +¥\ih35 F T put
m7/ mind o it.
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Albert Sahdy says human be.hss oh|7l use 80% of
our brduhs, and if we can +a\7 into the OTHER
20%, we can do amazing ﬂ'\uhss

T£ T'm the one who -Fisures out how o +a\> into

that extra 20%, + )noug}\ Tm kee\)ihs that
khowledse to myseh[ Because if you have all these
‘)eo‘)|e 3°'h3 around using +heir brains at full
ca\)au , its gonha be +o+q||7/ bananas.
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\r\ledhesdo\?f

Moms been +r‘7/ih3 to get Rodrick excited about
co||e3e, and said it's time for }'\im o 3e+ serious
about |ookih3 into schools.

But Rodrick’s still convinced his band is gonna
make i+ bis and that college is just a waste of
time for a 30}/ like Hm. j: ﬂ'\ihk Mom’s $+dr‘+ih3
to get a little worried, because now she’s makihs
Rodrick research colleges for a half hour a Jay
instead of cloihg chores.

=
, -

B

Rodrick wrote 1o a handful of schools to ask for
their brochures, and Mom got all excited when
ﬂ\e)/ came in the mail. But most of +he colleges
were for DOGS, w}\ic*\ eiﬂ\er Rodrick didnt
hotice or he thinks those miﬁ)ﬁ be the oh|7/
schools he has a chance of getting into.
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FETCH

UNIVERSITY

S

Since Mom cant get Rodrick interested in collese,
she’s +urned her attention to ME. On Mohday,
Mom +ook me o her school so T could see what
the campus was like, and T have to admit it was
ac+uo\||7/ kind of cool.




Mom said +hat in college you can s-h;d)/ ahyﬂxihs
)lou WANT, and all you heed to succeed is a
curious mind.” She told me that, while she went
to Ker class, T should ex\>|ore +he campus so T
could get a sense of what its like for students.

T walked around for a while, but T felt like T
didnt belohs there.

EVeh-h;ally T went to the H)rary and Just waited
for Mom o be finished with her class.

1 started cioma m7/ )nomework but :[ could ell
+hat all +he co||e3e kids were wohderuha what some
m:dc“e SC}\OO'E!" was AOlhs n ﬂ\e:r lbro\ry
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That's when T remembered \\earihs about a 3ir|
my age who's so smart, she's qlready in medical

school s+ud>/ih3 +o be a doctor. T -Fisureci T
made mysel-f look req||7/ smart, T4 look like T

BELONGED +here.

So T srqbbed a stack of thick books about
\Dsychobs)/ off the nearest shelf and Pre+ehclec} T

was rea||7/ into them.

| A7)

A few minutes later, a 3ir| ‘)ulled up a chair and
started +o\|kih3 +to me.
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The 3ir| said T looked smart and she wanted
to know if T'd be wi”ihg to tutor her for her
Psyc}\olosy test she had later in the week.

‘\\ow, T dont know the first 'H\ihs about
Psyc\wolosy, but T realized an oP‘)or—futh like
THIS ohly comes vp onhce in 4 lifetime. T +old her
1 was kind of {7057/ at ﬂ'\e moment, but ]:’ci be
wi||ih3 ‘o tutor her -H-\e NEXT Jay.

When Mom came back from class, T used her
|i{>rar7/ card to check out eVery book on Psyc%obs)/
T could find. And that night T studied like Te

hever s+udie& before.

! '||ll_lul||‘
When the nex+ do\y rolled around, T was READY.
T asked Mom if shed take me back to her co||e3e ,
and she seemed thrilled.
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T spent two hours \-\el\)ihs +hat girl prepare for
her test, and b}/ the time we were dohe, T knew
she'd get a Soocl sra&e. But then this bis 3“7
came {77/ who was d\)\)dreh+l7/ her BOYFRIEND.
And believe me, if T'd known there was a
boyfrieh& involved T wouldn* have killed m7'se|1[

|earhih3 a {Duhc"\ of useless information.

T4 +his is the kind of thing T can expect in
co||e3e, I'm gonhha }-\aVe +o PASS. Ahd {77/ ‘H\e
wo?/, T was ri3¥\+ about what \wa‘)\)ehs when 7/ou
learn new stuff. T had a test on world ca\aH'als
+ocio\7/, and T couldn® remember a sihsle ohe.




Moh&q;[

All dhyohe at school can talk about these Jays is
Mariana Mendoza's Halloween Par’ry, which is this
coming Frida?/. But it’s a little ahhoyihs for me,
because T wont be getting an invitation.

Madriana's parties are kind of leaendary becauvse her
P gehaary

parents dont care WHAT goes oh, as |oh3 as it

stays in the basement.




Last 7/ear’s ‘)ar‘f)/ got TOTALLY out of control.
T+ started OFF in the basement, but so many
people showed up +hat i+ S\)illed out into the
yar&, and the cops came to shut it down. Ah&
that's a pretty big deal for a middle school party.

This year, Mariana s parents said she has o kee\>
it SMALL, so she’s oh|7/ inviting People who are
in the school band with her. That's bad news for
kids like me who were }\o?ihs to get invited this

+ime arouhcl.

Rowle/s gohha get invited, +)nou3)n, because he’s
in the band. But believe me, if he goes to a Par+7
like THAT, he's gonha be in over his head.

11



T was +\\ih‘<ih3 about this at school +o&q7/ when
T had a genius idea. TL T J'oih the BAND, T
can get invited to Mariana’s \ao\r-f)/.

Tohisk-h when T told Mom and Dad T wanted
to join the band, Mom was all for it. She was

rea"y excited T wanted to c\mllehse myself and
try Some+)nih3 hew. But Dad wasn+ crazy about

the idea.

Dad said instruments are EXPENSIVE, and he
doesnt think Tll stick with it. But Mom said
Rodrick stuck with the DRUMS, which T dont

+hink really )nel\aed my case.

That's when Dad broug}ﬁ up +he PIANO.
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Two years ago, Mom saw me ~Foo|ih3 around with
ohe of those little electronic keyboar&s at the
mall the week before Christmas. T liked i+ because
it had all these buttons that made different
sound effects.

|

Ld |

’ I

aj

T +hink Mom got a little oVerly excited that T was
showihs interest in a musical instrument, because
on Christmas Eve a 4ruck rolled vp to deliver a
full-size piaho.
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Judsihs b)/ Dad’s reaction, T dont think Mom
c}necked wiﬂ-\ Hm before buyihs it.

A+ first I was excited about 'H\e \Diaho, but w}-\eh
T realized i+ didnt make laser sounds and stuff
like +hat, T lost interest real quick.

But Mom wasn+t gonna le+ me give up so fast. She
hired a |ad7/ named Mrs. French to come to the

house and give me private lessons twice a week.
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Mrs. French knew her stuff when it came to +he
piaho, but T was a TERRIBLE student.

The first problem was Mrs. French’s teaching s+7|e.
She'd sit ria)(ﬁ behind me on the bench and Pu‘l’
her fihgers on top of MY fihsers. That aPProac\w
mi3¥\+ work for SOME of Mrs. French's students )
but it de'Fihi‘fel)/ didnt work for ME.

MID-DLE “C™!
N\

\

Then there was the music itself. T T was gonha
?lay +he piaho, T wanted to learn cool sohgs like
ﬂ'\e ones )/ou %ear on ‘H‘\e rdciio. But Mrs. Frehc*'\
said T had to start with the BASICS, and she
gave me a "Beaihher’s Sohgbook" that looked like
i+ was older than Mrs. French.
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All +he songs in +hat -H-\ihs were rea”y corh7/, and

it was "\drc{ for me to 3e+ into ‘H‘\em.

C-D-E with Bee @i
0
e 9 % o9 ¥
C D E! Sing with me!
= ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
Sing with bee! | Sing with glee!

T felt \)re++7 bad, becavse Mrs. French gave me
homework every time she visited, but T NEVER
Pro\c'h'ced in between lessons. So every time she
came wed have to start over with +he “C-D-E”
sohg, which mustve driven her nuts.

Evm-h;ally Mrs. French gave up trying fo teach
me dh}l‘ﬂ'\iha, and shed Jus+ read 30556\) magazines
while T did my own thing.
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T+ went on like that for a month or 4wo, but
eVeh-h;ally Mom discovered what was }\d\)\?ehihs and
+hat was the end of my private lessons.

////////////llmu1.\.&3‘)‘\\\\\\\\\
Ao

P

Now the piaho is Just a giant piece of furniture
‘hxkihs up Sspace in the |ivih3 room. L +hink Mom
and Dad are still \)ayihs +hat ‘H\Ehﬁ off, so T
can kind of understand why Dad’s not eager for
me to try a NEW instrument.

Luckily, Mom had my back. She said mqybe the
piaho washt the ria}ﬁ FIT for me, and that
sometimes the instrument needs o find the
PERSON. She (ihally convinced him when she said
that kids who \alay musical instruments do better
at math and go on to get better Jobs.
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A half hour later we were at the music store
downtown \Dickihs out an instrument.

ﬁ MR

2uM
4

-

M7/ humber one requirement for an instrument
is that it makes me look COOL. T saw a vy

at Moms collese strumming a guitar outside the
library, and he DEFINITELY had the rig)n-f idea.

==
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Uhfoﬁuha‘l'el)/, +he sui‘har isnt one of the
instruments in our middle SC"\OO‘ band. So I "\qc{
to \Dick 50me+}\ih3 else.

T had m7/ eye on the saxophohe at firer, because
with that one it's hard NOT 4o look cool. T

learned THAT from Declan Vauskh, who practices

)nis &un’h recess.
9

But there are WAY +oo many buttons on that
ﬂwihs, and T knew T'd never 3e+ +he \-\ahs of it.

Mom svsses-fe& T +ake a look at the French horn,
which SHE used to \)lay as a kid. The French horn
looked cool ehousk and oh|7/ \wqd ‘H\ree buHohs, so

T -figurecl T could Probably handle it.

149



The s‘wo‘)kee‘)er ?ulled the French horn down off the
hook and handed it to me. But when Dad saw the
price tag, he put the brakes on the whole +Hh3.

Dad said we should RENT instead of b“}" because
+hat would be a whole lot c\weaver. But all the
rental instruments were USED.

The kid who ?layeci the French horn in the school
band last year was Joshua Ballard, and there was

a chance the rental belohaec} +o HIM.
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Mom and Dad got into an argument in front

of eVeryohe, and it was kind of embarro\ssihs.
Dad said we were S\Dehdihg +oo much mohe7/ on
SOme+)nih3 T4 quit in two weeks, and Mom said he
heeded +o show more FAITH in me.

P

EVeh+ua||7/ , Dad caved in. But before he swi?ed
his credit card, he made me ‘)romise T4 \)ro\d’ice

eVery hish-h

’ﬂ\is ‘H\iha better be as easy as it looks. Because
it feels like a lot of trouble o g0 ‘eroua)n Jus+ o
get invited 1o a Halloween Par-r)/.

Tueséa;[
When T was \)ickiha an instrument, T should Ve

\>u+ more ﬂ\ous*ﬁ into it. I was most
+¥\ihkih9 about IMAGE, but there are OTHER

considerations, +oo.
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T+ was a ‘)aih in the heck brihsihs m7/ French
horn o school +ocio\7/, because the CASE weis)ns
almost as much as the instrument. But when T
saw what Graydeh Buhciy had to deal with, T
fel+ OK about m7/ choice.

EVeryboc}y says Annabelle Grier is one of the
smartest 3ir|s in our srade, and its easy to see
w)ny She \>|a7/s +he \)iccolo, so she’s not wasting
ahy ehergy |u33.'h3 a )neavy instrument around.
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But Georse Devene mis\ﬁ' be even smarter than
HER. He P‘d)’S the kettledrums, and those are
‘oo big to take )nome eVer)/ h.‘s)m, so +)ne)/ s+a7/ in
+he band room full-time.

Something T never really noticed before is that
most of the kids in the band ac+uq||7/ kind of
LOOK like their instruments. T don* know

if \7e0\7|e do that on purpose or if it's Just o

coincidence.
J JJ
J SCREE TWEET
W 5CR§EE TWEET
Il /7
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ﬂ-\e 3rea+ +\\ih3 about +\-\e band is +\-\a+ ‘H’\ere are
ho +r7/ou+s or ahyﬂxihs. Basico\lly, if you b“}' an

instrument and s}\ow up, you re in.

But T wasnt ﬂ\ih‘(ih& it all the way ﬂ\rouah
when T ‘)icked m7/ instrument. The French horn
is in the brass section, and almost eVeryohe in the
brass section is a GUY.

The woodwind section is the com\>|e+e opposite.
T+%s all GIRLS except for a handful of 9uys,
ihcludihg Row|e7. T rea“)/ wish he'd given me
a }\eads-u? about i1, because that information
would Ve been nhice o know.

Maybe Rowley didnt tell me on PURPOSE so T
wouldn+ give him any compertition.
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T noticed he sits ria\-\‘f hext to Mariaha Mendoza,
and believe me, that's no accident.

J

weer I

When class started, Mrs. Graziano told us to
Star+t warmihs up. ﬂ\orf's w)neh I remembered
that my least favorite sound in the world is kids
?racﬁcihs their instruments.

But Mrs. Graziano Jidh"f seem to mihd. S}-\e’s

retiring this year, so T think she’s already
checked out.

{3 Sooms” ﬂsHAKE~A ‘
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T sat next to the oh|7/ other kid who \)lqys +he
French horn, Evan Pittman, who looked like

he knew what he was doihs. With +he wa7/ he
moVed )m's 1[ih3ers arouhd, it seemed a lot more
complicﬁed than T was expecting. But T fiaured
T mia\'\‘l' as well give it a shot.

T filled my cheeks with air Just like Evan did, and
T blew into the mouﬂ-\\)iece as hard as T could.
But the air didnt come out where T exPeC‘l'ecl.

As soon as it }\o\‘)?ehec}, eVeryohe in the band
just FROZE. Jake McGough started trying o
sniff out who did i+, because he's got a weird
talent for that sort of thing.
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But if there’s one ‘H’\ihs you should know about
me, it's that T have NEVER +aken blame for a
fart. T4 even throw m7l own mother under +he
bus, and trust me, ]: )(mVe.

‘ WHO CUT THE
HEESE IN HERE?
)
i

AN

ﬂwe kids in ﬂ\e band were s+qr+ih3 to look m7/
way. T was reqlly sweating it, becavse if T was
gohha get invited to Mariaha Mendoza's Halloween
‘aar+7/, my reputation couldnt take a hit like +his.
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Jake McGous\\ was getting closer and closer,
and T knew T was oh|7/ seconds away from
getting identified.

So T did what T HAD +o do, and ‘Dihhecl it on
Graydeh Buh&y.

T didnt feel TOO bad, because Graydeh has a

reputation for |e++ih3 it rip in class. So the wa
T see i+, this was \auhishmerﬁ for all the times he
3o+ awqy wiﬂ\ one.




'ﬂwrs&ax
T wish T could 90 back in time and Pick a hew

instrument, because this French horn is no Joke.

/ﬂ\e 3u7/ at the music store never mentioned that it's
a LEFT-handed instrument, and Tm a RIGHTY.

T +¥\ou3¥\+ it would be easy with the whole three-
button ﬂ'\ihs ) but m7/ lef+ ‘\ahd isnt s+roh3 ehous\'\
to work it. Plus, the mouﬂ\\)iece is TINY, and

T cant get o\hy air ‘H\roua}\ it. So far T havent
been able +o squeeze out ANYTHING that sounds

like a musical note.

>«
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Uhfor+uha+e|7/, that doesnt \\el\a me with DAD.
He wants 4o hear me practicing each his\ﬂ' , like T
‘aromised him.
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Luckily, T found some video c|i‘>s of a Hsh school
3ir| practicing HER French horn. So +hose videos
are Aoiha the 4rick, at least for now.

TWEET
)‘(\,JOOTJ
TWEE

\\

This whole musical instrument +¥u'h3 mi3¥\+ be a biS
waste of time, ahywa?/. Mariana didnt invite the

entire band to her Par‘ry tomorrow h.'3¥\+, Jus+ +he
WOODWIND section.

That means if you \>|a7/ a brass instrument like me,
you’re out of luck. But +hen T realized Tve got
an IN. Rowley’s part of +he woodwind section,
and if HE'S Soiha, ‘H’\eh I can JUS+ +a3 dloha.

T cwant Jus+ s)now up with )m'm, ‘H\oush, or T
could 3e+ +urned away at the door.
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So T fisureci out a way to make sure that doesnt
}\aﬂ)eh. T realized that if T make mysel-( part of
Rowley’s COSTUME, +hen wherever he goes, T

90, +oo. 'ﬂm-l"s Eow :[ came up wi-ﬂ-\ +\'\e idea of us

Soiha as a +wo-¥\eo\cled monhster.

On the walk home from school, T told Rowley all
about my \)lah.

But Rowley said he wanted o go to +he Parw‘)/ as
a “nice witch,” and his mom was o\lready workihs
on \'\is costume.

See, this is EXACTLY w)ny Row|e7/ heeds me to
go with him.
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T +old Rowley if he went o a ‘)qr-f)/ like +his
dressed vp as a witch, he'd never live it down at
SC\'\ool. I ‘H\ihk ‘H\o\‘f made Hm kind of hervous, So
he said he c}mhae& his mind and wanted to do the
two-headed-monster ﬂ\iha T Nad come up with.

So +ohi3\\+ we got to work mqkihs +he costume out
of some sheets T found in the linen closet. When
Mom 30+ )nome from sc}woo|, 1 realized 1 s*\ould’\/e
asked permission before cutting them up. But she
was really }\d\)\))/ me_and Rowley were MAKING
SOmeH\ihg instead of \)layihs video games like we

usw“y c{o.
I J
//,\\\\ |
.o Q ¢
T @
‘.o..”“;a > .Z

T +old her we were mo\kihs a two-headed-monster
costume, and she +\wou3}\+ that was a GREAT
idea for +rick-or—+rea+ih3.
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T 4old Mom the costume was qc+ua||7/ for Mariana
Mendoza's Halloween party, and as soon as T said
it, T wished T could take it back. Like T said
before, last year’s \mr-l')/ was a total blowout, and
EVERYONE in our +own heard about it.

But Mom was ac+ua||7/ 300& with the idea. She said
a \mr‘f)/ was a chance for us to “branch out” and
grow our “(riehcl circle.” S\we said s\'\e,c} even be

)na\pw to give us a RIDE.

Tm Just relieved she didnt suggest o\ddihs
another head to the costume, because believe me,
ﬂ'\d‘f,s EXACTLY ﬂ'\e kih& of ﬂ'\iha S"\e wouH
think of.
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Halloween

T+ took a |oh3 time to get to Mariana's house
+oh53)n+ because the street was full of little kids
+rick-or-+rea+ih3.

T was kind of GLAD we were a little late, because
if we showed up ris\-rl' on time, wed look like we
were too eager. When we fihally got o Mariana's,
T +old Mom thanks for the ride and not o come
back for us until the Par+>/ ended at 11:00.

But Mom turned off ‘H‘\e Eshi‘h'oh ) 30‘!’ out of ‘H\e
minivan, and Pulled some bass from the back.

164



When T asked her what she was cloihs, she said
she was comihs in to introduce herself to Mr. and
Mrs. Mendoza.

T BEGGED Mom not to, but when she decides +o
do 50me+\'\ih3, there’s rea||7/ ho stopping her.

S}\e ranhg +)ne Joorbe“, bot hobociy answered. We
could Kear loud music coming from the basement, so
Mom o‘)ehed the door and we all s+e‘>‘>ecl inside.

Mr. and Mrs. Mendoza were on the couch wq+c)nih3
a ‘-\orror moVie, and +)ne didnt seem too interested
n Se‘H'ihs up ahd ckdrH'ihs wH'}\ Mom.

165



Mom asked if she could 9o downstairs and check out
+he ?ari'y, and ﬂ\e)/ seemed +o+a||7/ fine with it.

Now T was REALLY nervous. Mom oPeheJ +he
door to the basement and headed on down ) and
all me and Row|e>/ could really do was follow. There
were a lot of kids +there qlreaciy, and ‘H\e)/ looked
like +}\e7/ were }\o\vihs a blas+.




But when eVeryohe saw Mom, ﬂwe)/ s+o‘>‘>ed what
+¥\e>/ were do.hg

Mom Pu"ec} a bunch of homemade Halloween games
out of her bag, and T got a sick feel.ha in my
stomach. T shouldve known what Mom was up o
when T saw her reqcims the October edition of
"quily Frolic” magazine last h53¥\+.

Famlly Frolic |
sPOOKTASTIC FUn

-.(

//4(//VTW //OMfM/IPf
AME&

When Mom \>u||eJ out her \Dar+7l games, T ﬁsured

eVeryohe would JUS“’ a3hore her and 90 back o
)lehg fun. But then Someﬂ\nhs CRAZY )na\)\)ehe&
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A bunch of the sirls started HELPING Mom
set up \'\er‘ stuff.

From that \Doih‘l' on Mom was ruhhing the show.
She invited everyohe at the ?qr-l'y to ?lay these
corny Halloween games. T +¥\ou3)n+ T mis)n-i'
ac+ua||7 die of embarrassment, but eVerybody got
into it and seemed to be \mvihs a great time.
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T +hink the person who was }\avihs the MOST
fun was Rowley. His favorite game was the one
where you eat a Joua\-\hw on a s+rih3, and Ee set
the record with five in +Hr+7/ seconds.

CHEW
CHEW

e

Once T realized eVeryohe was \mvihs a 3003 time,
T relaxed a little. T even \)layed a few games
MYSELF. Me and Rowley took first prize in
Pin the Boo on the Ghost, and T gotta admit
we made a Pre++7/ Soocl team.

A LITTLE
TO THE
LEFT!




Th fact, we won a LOT of Moms games. The ohly
one we stunk at was +)ne Mini Pum\)kih Toss, but I
guess 7/ou cant be Sooc} at EVERYTHING.

A-Her +he games were over, SOmebocb' turned the
music louder, and the ‘Jar+>/ cranked vp a hotch.
T+ was a little hard +o pull out my best moves
while T was attached 4o Row|e7l but T s+ill had

some \)l"E‘H‘)’ 3004 stuff.

msﬁfﬂ:ﬂsﬂm ‘ §3

§
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T gotta say, it was AWESOME. The oh|>/ kids

who WEREN'T \wvihs fun were the handful of
auys who were there. But T wasnt gonhha let o

few sour grapes s‘>oi| my sooé time.

Right when the party was about to hit the

next level, Rowley told me he needed to use the
bathroom. But when we made the costume we didnt
PLAN for that sort of ‘H\ihs.

‘ﬂ\ere washt a zi\a\)er or dhyﬂ'\iha like -H'm‘l', so
+he oh|7 way to get out of the costume was to
cut it off. Neither one of us was wearing Pah+s
uhderheaﬂ-\, so THAT wasnt ‘\a‘)‘)ehiha.

A



T was pret ahhoyed, because earlier in the

evening T Kad TOLD Rowley to slow downh on the
fruit \Duhch, and of course he hadnt listened.

T decided he was Just gonna have 4o wait until
we got home to deal with it. So T 4ried 4o 90

back +o havihs fuh, but Rowley made it kind of
im?ossible for me to ehJoy m7/se|f.

WHIMPER
s {X WHIMPER
{X 3 PRAGN

T +hink Mom fisured out what was going on from
the look on Row|e7/’s face, and she said i+ was time
for us o "qu‘) ‘H\ihss u?" and }\eac{ }\ome.

Now T was REALLY mad. The \)ar+>/ was in full

swing and we had to leave because Row|e7/ needed a

?°H7' break.

172



But Mom said it's better to leave a ‘)o\ﬁy when its
going strong +han when it's -Fizzhha out. She said
it makes you look COOL, because eVerybo&y will
+hink 7/ou have better ‘H\ihss to do.

T dont know what's better than hanging out
with Mariana Mendoza, but Mom was Prach'cally
Pushihs me up -H-\e stairs.

When we drove away, T was \)re++7 miserable. But

Mom was as \waPW as L Ve ever seen her.

BYYYE MRS.
HEFFLEY!

e
0.

QHl% HEER
&
| b
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NOVEMBER
'ﬂwrsdax
All this week, Mariana and her friends have
been sqyihg how sreaJr the qu+7/ was and how
much fun my mom was. T don+t know how to feel
about that, exac+|>/, bt T guess Tl take it as

a com\alimeh‘h

The kind of lost interest in being in the band,
+}\ou3¥\, and its not JUST because the \mr+7/’s in
the rearview mirror. Once we got back 4o school on
Moh&cx)/, +he uys in the woodwind section started
sivihs me a *\dr‘c} +ime.

And it's not Jus+ the BIG 3u7/s, either. Even
Jake McGous\-\’s gotten in on the act.
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When T 4old Mom and Dad T was -H\ihkihs

of qui‘H’ihs +he bahd, Dad said that wasn+ an
option. He said my instrument cost a lot of money,
and that T had o honor my “commitment.”

He said T can® Jus+ qui+ SOmeﬂ\ihs because it's
HARD, and if there’s ahy‘ﬂwihs he's gohna teach
me, its PERSEVERANCE.

T could tell Dad wasn+ gonna le+ i+ 90, SO T
\Dromised Hm '\:J kee\> +r7/ih3. He seemed \>re++7
)(\q\)\)y with 'Hwa-f, and T +)nou3)n+ T was off
the hook.
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Then he told me he's gonha come to the Fall
Concert to cheer me on. T told Dad +he concert
is &urihs +he school dqy, so he wont be ABLE +o
come. But Dad said it's important to him, so he’s
gonhha take off work.

Now ‘H\e Presswe,s REALLY on. I’Ve been +r7/ih3
1o learn to \>|a7/ +his +Hh3 ever since, but trust
me, its nhot eas7/.

T asked Rowley +o come over and \welp me
+oha’3\\+, becavse T fisureé he's been in +the band
for a while and knows a -H\ihs or two about
instruments. But eVery +ime the 4wo of us are in a
room +03e+}\er, we end up 3e+-h'h3 distracted.

WHAP
e ilg AV 258 Ili
p o e \ . 'm
S ((( \ <2 ||
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Dad was \)re‘H')/ mad, because he said all me and
Rowley do when we'e +03e+¥\er is_screw around.
So he sent Rowley home and told me +o get back
+o work. But even that girl in +he videos gove up
+r7/ih3 1o learn the French horn , SO T guess Tm
REALLY on my own.

%) o
fgﬂm \K &
¢ g )

)

[

Wedhesda?f

Todo\y was the day of the 553 Fall Concert. T never
+ec\whicq||7 learned how o \>|a7/ my instrument,
but T did figure out how to 3e+ BY.

T sit right next to Evan Pittman in band
practice, and he can \)la7/ his French horn Just
fine. T realized if T Just ?iasychkecl onh him
and PRETENDED T was ‘alayihs, he could do
the work for BOTH of us.
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So that's what TVve been Joihg for the ?as+ two
weeks. And if Mrs. Graziano didnt notice from
ten feet away, T knew DAD wouldnt notice from

across +\'\e room.

But ten minutes before s\\owﬁme, Evan was
howhere to be found. T asked his best friehd,
Marcus Perez, where Evan was, and Marcus said
Evan was getting his braces off +odd7/ and was
going to miss the concert.

T couldnt BELIEVE Evan would \mhs me out
to dry like that. T +hou3¥\+ the brass section is
SUP\Dosed to have each others BACKS.

When it came time for the band 4o do warm-ups,
T started 4o SWEAT.
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T was ?rayihs Dad forso+ about the Fall Concert,
but then there he was at the s+a3e door.

After the audience took their seats , it was time
to go on stage. Mrs. Graziano led us out in sihsle
flle, with the brass section going next to last.

But +)ne woodwinds were rish’r be\wihd us, and +\-\o\+
idiot Jake McGouah s+e\>\>ecl on the back of my

shoe and gave me a flat tire.




T had 4o P°+ "7/ horn down to fix my shoe, and
when T did, the last kid in +he woodwind section
went -eroua}\ the stage door and let i+ shut
behind him.

E Saiordl
gL

T 4ried 4o open the door, but it was LOCKED,
so T \Jouhclecl on the window. But eVerZ/ohe was

N

+uhih3 ‘H\eir instruments o\hcl couldh"l’ ear me.
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The concert was about to start, and all T could

think about was Dad |ookih3 at m7/ em?+7/ chair.
So T knocked HARDER.

Luckily, Rowley saw me at the window, got vp
from his c}mir, and o‘)ehed the door. But then
he s+e‘>‘>e& INSIDE +he room and let the door
s‘w‘i' BEHIND Hm.

N}

Now we were BOTH stuck. T knocked on the
window again, but riS}'\‘f at that moment Mrs.
Graziano struck up the band and eVeryohe started
\)lo\yiha. Now i+ was HOPELESS, because there
was ho wqy o\h7/ohe was gohha hear me with
George DeVehey \)ouhdihs away on his kettledrums.
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When the clarinet section ?i‘)ed in, Rowley went
into a PANIC. He started \7|a7/ih3 d|0h3 with the

rest of the band, which was DEFINITELY not
)nel\)iha matters.

UL
T+ was pre clear it was gonna be vp to me
to get us out of there. T tried o pry the door
open {)7/ putting my foot on the wall and Pullihs
on the handle with all my s+reh3+}\. But T guess
my pants couldnt take the stress.
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T looked in the mirror on the back wall o check
+he damaae, and there was a five-inch tear down
the middle of my pants. That was reo\lly bad news,

because you could see my underwear.

T realized that even if we mahased to get the
door back open, T couldnt go out there with this
giant HOLE in my pants. So T looked around
+he room to see if there was qh}/ﬂ'\ihs T could
use to cover up. T found a black binder on Mrs.
Graziano's desk, and T sli??er} it down the back
of my ‘)dh+$.




The binder covered vp the hole ‘)re‘H)/ well, and
from a distance no one would be able to notice. But
it was so STIFF, T couldnt ac+ua||7/ sit DOWN.
So T Kad to take it out and come up with a
different idea.

T}\eh I ‘H‘\ous*ﬁ of a solution. ]: Srdbbed a black
marker off Mrs. Grazianos desk and old Rowley
+o color in the part of my underwear that was
skowihs. That way, ho ohe would even know my

Po\h'rs ri?\)ed.

Uhfor'hzha‘fel)/, +hat's risH' when DAD came
ﬂwrous% the door. T dont know what it looked like
+o HIM, but 1 ‘\o\Ve a 1[ee|ih3 it didnt look GOOD.

CRIBBLE
2CRIBBLE




’ﬂwrs&ax

No matter how mahy +imes T ex?laihed to Dad
what had ‘waﬂaehed at the Fall Concert, he didn+
want to hear i+. He said me and Row|e7/ were
Soomfihg off when we shouldve been \)erformihg
with the band, and that's all he needed +o know.

My Puhis\-\meh-f is two weeks with ho television or
video games, and T'm not allowed to have friends
over after school. The oh|7/ -H-\ihg T reo\lly CAN
do is \Drac-h'ce m7l Frehch \worh, w)m'd\ I guess 1S
+he point.

But Prqc-h'cihs that -H\ihs stresses me out, and
stress makes me HUNGRY. T usmlly have a
whole pillowcase full of co\hciy at this time of
year, but since T ski\)\)ed +rick-or-+rea+ih3 to
go 1o that party, T missed out on the best
part of Halloween.
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T knew there had 4o be leftover cah&y somewhere
in the house, because on Halloween hish‘f, Dad
told Mom the geese chased all +he trick-or-

treaters awqy.

So after school +ocio\7/ T looked in all the places
T ﬂ\ous}ﬁ Mom mia)n‘f,Ve stashed the cahcly, but
T came up empty. Now T was REALLY craving
Someﬂ\ihs sweet, but the oh|7l -H\ihg in the
‘)ah‘h’y was a {)as of chocolate c\\i‘)s Mom old us
were off-limits.
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T think she’s Plahhihs oh makihs c\'\ocola‘fe-c\-\i‘)
cookies for the church Bake Fair. But T -fisurecl
she'd hever notice if just ONE chip went missing.

So T got some scissors and cut a +ih7/ chocolate-
c\-\i\a-size hole in the bottom of the bas. Well, one
chocolate c\\i\) turned into two, and 4wo turned
into FOUR. /ﬂ\eh 1 kind o{\juS‘i’ los+ m7/ mind.

—1—

When T was done, T mustve eaten at least a
quarter of the bas. T -H\ouaH there was still a
chance Mom wouldnt notice, but the hole in the
bas had gotten a lot BIGGER, and T needed o
clo SOme‘H'\ihS about ‘H'\drf.

So T went +)nrou3¥\ +he J'uhk drawer to look for

a s+a\>ler.
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But before T could USE it, the bottom of the
{)ds +o+d||>/ gave out.

e ——r
cCAICK .

JOLACK
[N NN
Q- L CLACKITY

T s+q‘>|ed the bag shut and recovered as many
c)m'\)s as T could off the floor. But T kind of
couldnt \'\elp myself, and a lot of them never made

it back into the bag.

S C‘C:\oe,e\'e
‘l - |

Now there was ho WAY Mom wasn+ gohha notice.

T was alrea&y n ehoua‘w trovble, and T req||7/
didnt need to add to my ?roblems. So T called
Rowley for \\e|\>.
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T +old Kim m7l situation, and how T needed him +o

bnhs me as mo\h7/ chocolate ch\)s as he could.

Rowley showed up at my front door five minutes
later, and he was all out of breath. He said he

would ve gotten to my house SOONER, but +he
geese were out oh our street and he had 4o cut

ﬂwroush my he.akbors backyar& to steer clear
of them.

L
T asked Rowley for the chocolate c\m'?s, and he

o‘Jehed his hands. But -H\e were useless because

-H\e)/ were com‘>|e+e|7/ MELTED

AT




T +old Rowley he was gonna have o 9o back and
get MORE, but he said that was all -ﬂ\e)/ had.
He said ma)/be he could call up Scoﬁy Douglas
down the street to see if HE had ah7/ chocolate
c)ni\)s, and that sounded like a \>re++7/ 300& \)ldh

Yo me.

But when Rowley \)icked up +he \)}\ohe, T noticed he
was |eqvih3 c)(\oco|d+7 -Fihser\)rihﬂ EVERYWHERE.

T knew if Dad found ONE of Rowle/s
fihser\)rih‘l's in the kitchen, T was dead. So we
got some paper towels and started wiping down
the whole kitchen.
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When we ran out of paper towels, T went into
+he |auhclr>/ room to 3e+ some more. But when T
dic}, I made a HUGE JiscoVery.

T found Moms entire stash of leftover Halloween
cahdy tucked behind the rolls of paper towels.

‘ﬂwere were five uho?ehed bass n ‘H’\ere, and it
was ALL stoff T like.
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T fisured T4 give Rowley a few ‘)acke'fs of
gummy worms for }\el\)ihg me out with the c|eahU\>.
But T couldnt resist +akih3 +he O\DPor‘thi‘I')/ to
\)lay a little \Drahk on him first.

HEY, IS THERE
SOMETHING IN
MY NOSE?

& lil 1 HI

1 ﬂ'\ous"ﬁ Row|e>/ would |du3¥\, but *\e was
TERRIFIED. Even AFTER T showed him the

worm was just o piece of co\hdy, he still couldn®

3e+ over it.
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That's when a |s3\'\+{>u|{> went onh over my head.
Peo\>|e LOVE +o be scared, and if you e Soo&

at it, you cah make a FORTUNE. T+ cant be
that hard, either. .M. 5\7001(7/ is fal-ﬂ-\y rich, and
that 3u7/ doesnt even EXIST.

T Keard about these college kids who made a horror
moVie, and +)ne7/ oh|>/ spent a couvle hundred bucks
1[||m|h3 it. Then ‘H’\ey sold the movie to a JDIS
studio ) and how +)nose 3“7/5 are MILLIONAIRES.

1'( ‘H’\ose 3u7l$ could do it, so could 1 Ahd I
ddh)‘f hee& huh&re&s of do”drs, ei‘H-\er A“ 1

heeded was a couP|e of bass of gummy worms and
Mom and Dad’s old camcorder.
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T could alreacly see the movie poster in my mind.

(X N N N N NN N NN NN N NN
. S

And when my moVie wins Dest Picture, T'Il be
sure o thank all the little \>e0\>|e who \we|\>ed me
aloh3 the way.

1
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The person who Il deserve the BIGGEST +hanks
is MOM. She’s the one who's o\|wa7/s sayiha T
should use m7/ imagination and do 50me+¥\ih3
creative, so when Tm a famous director Tl bet

she'll be Proud.

Before all THAT could )na\)\)eh, +hou3¥\, we heeded
to get started makiha +his movie. T told Rowley
my idea 4o make a film where mah-eating worms
terrorize a town, but that seemed to make him

hervous. He said mo\ybe we could switch out +he
worms for 50me+¥\ih3 less SCARY, like butterflies.

THAT P
TICKLES!

But T +old him hobo&y was gohha \707/ sood mohey
+o see a movie like THAT. T said we could have
some -I[uhhy parts so it wasnt JUST scary, and
he seemed to warm up +o the idea.
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Rowley wanted to get started filmihs ris\ﬁ +hen
and there, but T 4old him we weren+ Joihs
ahyﬂ-\ihs without a SCRIPT. So we went upstairs,
+urned on m7/ com\Du+er ) and 30+ to work.

NIGHT OF THE
NIGHT CRAWLERS

Written by
Greg Heffley

Based on a concept by

Greg Heffley

Rowley said HE wanted to write, too, but T

really didnt want to share credit on this thing
since it was MY idea. So T told him he could do
+he s+or7/{>oards, which are little drawings that
show how each camera shot is SUPPosed +o look.

1 fa’sured a sood way Yo start ‘H’\e moVie would be
to show a married couPIe }\avihS an ordihary day
BEFORE +he worms started a++ackih3.
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EVENING. A man comes home from work
in a good mood, whistling a cheery
tune. He opens the side door and

steps inside the kitchen.

2.

But T ran into a Problem rig)n*t away. T was
\>|ahhih3 oh Jirec-h'ha, and Rowley waS our oh|7/
actor. That meant we couldn® reqlly show two

c\-\o\rac-fers on 'H-\e screen at -H\e same time.

The other \)roblem was that T didnt want it +o
be too obvious that Rowley was \:layihs all +he
parts, or \>e0\>|e mia}ﬁ +hink our film was low-
budge‘h So T had +o get a little creative.
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HUSBAND
Hi, dear. I am home

from work.

WIFE
Hello, honey. I hope you don't
mind if I don’t turn around but
I am really concentrating on

doing these dishes.

S. 6.

HUSBAND
That’s OK. I am gonna
go upstairs and take

a shower.

WIFE
Good, I can smell

you from here! (laughs)
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T fel+ like there was alrea&y a little oo much
+a|kih3, so it was time ‘o 3e+ to the action.

UPSTAIRS BATHROOM. The man steps
inside the shower and turns the
water on.
HUSBAND
Oh, man! This shower
is gonna feel GREAT! And
my wife is right about

me stinking.

But then WORMS shoot out of the

showerhead!

7.




HUSBAND
What the heck? This isn’t
water! It’s WORMS!

L. g%%

But these are no ordinary worms.

They are man-eating NIGHT CRAWLERS!

HUSBAND
Oh, great! These things
are actually EATING me!

Worms come out of the man’s eyes and

nose.

12,
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When Rowley finished that last drqwihs, he was
white as a 3}\os+. But T reminded him the worms

were just cahciy, and that calmed him down.

771 \\\\

=3

BACK TO THE KITCHEN. The man runs

into the room with a towel around

his waist.

HUSBAND
Honey! Don’t use the

water! It’'s --

But it’s TOO LATE. The woman is a

skeleton.

13.
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Now T REALLY started 4o lose Row|e>/. T had
1o remind him this was all make-believe, and we
had a \>|as+ic skeleton that we were gonhha use for
this scene. But he was Pracﬁcall?/ \vperVehﬁlqﬁh\g.

T realized may{)e this was a sooé Place to add
some comed , So T PU+ in a line of c{ialosue, and

+hat broug}ﬁ Rowley n'3¥w+ back.

HUSBAND
Well, I guess this

means I'm single! (winks)

14, W”\/K
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After that was taken care of, it was back to the
action. And the next scene was a BIG one.

The man looks outside. The house is

totally surrounded by night crawlers.

§
L e I8

HUSBAND
Oh no! I’'m surrounded!
I'd better call the COPS!

The man puts the phone to his ear
and dials 911.

203



HUSBAND
Hello, is this the police?
I am calling to report...
Wait, WHAT THE -- ?

A worm crawls from the phone into

the man’s ear and out the other one.

HUSBAND
AITIEEEEEEE! (dies)

After T finished writing that scene, T realized
this was +a’<ih3 too much time. Plus, there were
some scenes 1 hadnt figure& out how to shoot
et, like the battle between the mayor and the
500-foot Kihs Nish‘l' Crawler at the end of

+}\e moVie.
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Since we weren+ gonha get +his whole -H\ihs
done in one Ja?/, T decided we mis}vf as well get
started and shoot the scenes we Jus+ wrote.

T found my \)o\reh-rs' camcorder in Moms closet,
and |ucki|7/ there was a film co\r+n'dse in the
camera bqe. We also borrowed some clothes from
Dad’s closet for Rowley’s first cosStume, and even
ﬂ-\ous}-\ +he pants were a li+te |oh3, -H-\e)/ more or
less fit.

We shot the o‘)ehihs scene, which took about
+hree times |oh3er +han it should ve because Rowley
had trouble rememberihs his lines.

HI, DEAR. T AM HOME FOR
BREAKFAST. T MEAN TO
TAKE A SHOWER. HAVE

YOU SEE ANY WORMS?

7, =
R
N

After that, it was time +o film Row|e7/ as the
307/’5 wife.
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Rowley wasnt comfortable wearing ohe of Moms
dresses, so we settled on some yog pants. We
didnt have a wig, So Rowley wore a hoodie to
cover his head.

T+ wasn+ exo\c+|7/ like T had imasiheJ i+, but
sometimes you have +o Jus+ kee\) ‘H\ihss moVinhg.

After we wraﬂ)e& things up in the kitchen,
we went upstairs to film the bathroom scenes.
Rowley didnt want to get his hair wet, so he
wore a shower cap we found underneath Momss
sink. T found Dad’s {)o\‘H\ihs suit in one of his
dresser drawers, and Rowley put that on and
got in the shower.
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T+ 4urns out the shower scene was A LOT
harder to film than T ex?ec-fecl. T had 4o shoot
Row|e7 from the waist up o you couldnt see that
he was wearing a baﬂ-\ihg suit. Plus, T hadnt
really ‘H\oug)(ﬁ' +¥\rou\9}\ how to make i+ look like

worms were coming out of the shower head, and

hoﬂ'\ihs T did looked ris}rh

(i

Eventually T settled on Just ﬂ\rowiha worms a+
Rowle/s face. Hopefully i+l look realistic when it
all edited +03e+¥\er.
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T couldnt find where Mom ke‘>+ her food colorihg,
so we had to settle for some ketchup for the
blood. T+ was a little too thick, but i+ wasnt +he
wors+ ‘H‘\iha in the world, either.
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After we wro\?\)ed -H\ihss up in the bathroom, it
was time to go back down 1o the kitchen. We shot
the skeleton scene \)re++7/ quickly, and the hoodie
added someﬂ\iha extra Yo it.
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At this point it was getting a little late, and T
was worried we werent gonhha finish s}woo-h'hs our

scenes before my \Do\reh‘l's 30+ home. So we hurried
outside and got o work S\Dreo\dihs +he summy

worms around the yard.

But I wasn+t satisfied wiﬂ-\ how +\-\is scene was
comihs out. There Jus-l' weren+ ehoush worms to
make it look seary.

209



T decided we were gonhha have +o cli‘) into the
other bds of summy worms +o make the scene
work. But when T o?ehec} the door +o the
|auhdr7/ room, 1 got a ho\S‘|7 surprise.
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T was +r>/ih3 o 'Fieure out what to do with
+he P9 when T heard Rowley screaming in +he
ki+c\'\eh. So :[ ran out to see w)nq+ was wrohg.

' | -~
(-

| |
I

B

i

cm‘

“Id

1
L

(et

210



A buhc\'\ of geese were soihs to TOWN on our
Summy worms, So 1 oPehe& ‘H’\e door o ‘h’)f o
scare -Hwem off. But ‘Hney wouldnt bu&se.

\

NAEARE

V

Once ‘H\e geese fihis%e& off ‘H\e 3umm>/ worms,
ﬂ-\e)/ wanted MORE. T closed the door, and me
and Rowley hid under the kitchen +able +o +r7/ to

figure out our hext move.




T +old Rowley the ohly -H'\ihs geese are scared
of are other ANIMALS. But before T could Sc\7/
another word, Row|e>/ was at+ the window with
Mahhys See-and-Talk.

, U ™
DOG DOG
DOG DOG é

Now +he geese were ?eckihs at the wihdows, and
:[ was scared +)na+ if we didnt do SOme+)nih3,

ﬂ\e)/ rm3¥\+ ac+ua||)/ break IN. That's when T
remembered that the last time Rodrick went trick-
or-treating, he wore this awful wolf mask, which
was still down in the basement.
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T fa’surec} if ANYTHING was gonha scare these
geese 01[1[, it was THAT.

Me and Rowley ran down 4o the furnace room o
find the mask. The old Halloween costumes were
in a box on the fourth shelf, so it was a two-man
Job Yo get it down.

T 30+ up oh Row|e7l's shoulders and reached for
the box, but when T DID T knocked a snow

Slobe off the shelf. And when THAT \'\a\)‘)ehec},
the WITCH went off.

CACKLE cqc
‘ cACKLE CAC,é“@
 CACKLE &
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T srabbed on 1o the shelf, and the whole storage

unit came cras)nihs c}owh.

\/\l)neh +\'\e dust se++|ec}, we were J(>o+)(\ |uck7 to
be ALIVE. Once Row|e7/ got free, he shot out
of the basement so fast, T think he mi3¥\+’Ve
ac+ua||>/ +aken the stairs FOUR at a +ime.

And once he got out of the house, Rowle)/ didnt
STOP. He climbed \'\al-fway up the {)is tree on the
side of the )nouse, and thats where T found Hm,

babbling nonsense.

1 +r‘ieci to talk }'\im into comihs ciowv\, but *’\e
wouldnt budae. So T got a tennis racket and
some balls and tried Yo KNOCK Kim down, but
that oh|7/ made him climb HIGHER.
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Unfortunately for me, thats the moment Dad
4

came }‘\OMC.

Wednes&a¥

T+s been a pret crazy couple of weeks since me
and Rowley made our movie. 1 Ve been too busy to
kee\) vp with my Jourhal, because Dad has had me
workihs in the furnace room ever hi3\~\+ sorting

+¥\rous¥\ all the stuff that fell off the shelves.
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T +ried explaihihs to Dad that we were Just
mqkihs a moVie and ‘H\ihss so+ out of *\dh&, but i+
was like +a|kih3 t0 a wall. T -H\oug)n-l' Mom would
be a little more uhdershhdihs, but it turns out
+he tape in the camcorder was of Mqhhy +akih3
his first steps, and we recorded ris\ﬁ over it.

So T'm stuck cleahihs up this mess in the furnace
room, and meanwhile, Rowley is drinking in

Hs newfound fame. A hews crew came out and
recorded the moment when the fire c}e‘)qr‘fmeh‘l'
3o+ him down out of the tree, and the -Foo+a3e of

+he “dramatic rescue” s?reac} like crqzy.

Rowle }\qSh"l' even been back to sc)nool, because
eVery morhihs talk show wants a \m’ece of him.
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What's reqlly ahhoyihs is that in all these
interviews, Rowley hasnt mentioned my name
ONCE, even ‘H-\ous"\ I’m ‘H-\e one w}\o MADE Hm
famous. But these Ja?/s he ?re++7/ much acts like
the world revolves around him.

T guess that's what fame does to a person. All
T can say is, you’c} hever see ME makih3 a fool
out of m7/se|1[ Just to get a c)nea\) |qu3¥\ from the
people wa+c}\ih3 at home.
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The pressure’s really piling up
_on GregHeffley. His mom thinks
"video games are turning his
brain to mush, so she wants her
son to put down the controller
and explore his “creative side.”

As if that’s not scary enough,
Halloween is just around the
corner and the frights are coming
at Greg from every angle.

When he discovers a bag of gummy worms, it sparks an idea.
Can Greg get his mom off his back by making a movie . .. and will
he become rich and famous in the process? Or will doubling down
on this plan just double Greg’s troubles?
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