No one called her Neelam anymore. Everyone used to say Shah's Kanjari.

Neelam grew up in a square in Lahore's Hiramandi. And it was there that
in the hands of a princely chieftain, his nose had come off in five
thousand rupees. And it was there that her beauty set the whole city on
fire. But then one day she came to the city's biggest hotel flatty leaving
Chaubara on the way to Heera Mandi. It was the same city, but the whole
city seemed to have forgotten its name overnight, it was heard from

everyone's mouth - Shah's Kanjari.

She used to sing amazingly. No other singer could do Mirza's tune like
her. That's why people may have forgotten his name but could not forget
his voice. Whoever had a pan with a pan in his house in the city, he used
to buy his full pans. But at the time of asking for tawa in all the houses,
everyone used to say, "'Aaj Shah ki Kanjari wala tawa definitely has to be
heard."

It was not a secret thing. Shah's family members also knew. Not only did
he not know, the matter had become old for him. Shah's eldest son, who
was now marriageable, was in her arms, when Sethani threatened to die
by consuming poison, but Shah put a pearl necklace around her neck and
told her, ""Shahaniye! She is the blessing of your house." My eye is the
eye of a jeweler, you have not heard that sapphire is such a thing, which
turns millions into ashes and ashes into lakhs. Let's make him a

millionaire from ashes. He is also a sapphire, he has got along with us.



From the day we have been together, if I put my hand in the soil, it turns

into gold.

“But one day she will destroy the house, destroy lakhs,” Shahani argued
with pain in her chest from the same side from which Shah had fired. "I
am rather afraid that what is the trust of these Kanjaris, tomorrow
someone else will show them the vegetable garden, and if it slips out of

their hands, it will turn into ashes." Shah again gave his argument.

And Shahani had no more arguments left. Only time was left, and time
was silent, it was silent for many years. The amount of money that Shah
really used to spend on Neelam, it is not known from where and many
times more used to flow to his house. Earlier his small shop used to be in
the small market of the city, but now he had the biggest shop in the
biggest market, with an iron grill. Instead of the house, the whole palace
belonged to him, in which there were tenants who drank heavily. And in

which Shahani did not leave the basement house alone even for a day.

Many years ago, Shahni one day while locking the trunk with the stamps
said to the Shah, ""You may keep it in a hotel or make it a Taj Mahal, but

keep the outer part outside, do not bring it to my house. Iwon't."

And really Shahani had not seen his face yet. When she said this, her
eldest son was studying in school, and now he was of marriageable age,
but Shahani did not allow his singing pans to enter the house, nor did

she allow anyone in the house to take his name.



By the way, his son had listened to his songs at every shop, and had

heard from everyone - "Shah's Kanjari."

It was the marriage of the elder boy. Tailors were sitting at home for four
months, someone was embroidering salma on suits, someone was
putting stars on the dupatta. Shahani's hands were full - taking out the

money bag, opening it,

Shah's friends talked about Shah's friendship that he would definitely
lose Kanjri on the boy's marriage. By the way, he had said this in a big
way so that Shah would never be forced to eat, "By the way, Shahji has
many songs to dance, call whomever you want. But Mallikaye

Tarrannum must come here, even if Miraj's only one 'Sad' is applied. "

Flatty Hotel was not like ordinary hotels. Most of the English people used
to come and stay there. It had single rooms as well, but also sets of big
three rooms. Neelam lived in one such set. And Shah thought - to make
the hearts of friends happy, one day he will hold a night party at

Neelam's place.

"It was a matter of going to the chaubare,' one objected, then all of them
said, "No, Shah ji! That is only your right. Have we said anything before
all these years? Not even the name of that place." Took it. That place is
your trust. We have to celebrate the marriage of the nephew, invite him

to your house like a family house, to our sister-in-law's house."



Shah liked the matter. Because he didn't want to show Neelam's path to
his friends (even though he kept getting whispers that in his absence
some rich man had started coming to Neelam.) - Secondly also because
he wanted Neelam to be a Once you come to his house and see the
brightness of his house. But he was afraid of Shahni, could not agree to

friends.

Two of the friends found a way out and went to Shahni and said,
"'Sister-in-law, won't you miss the boy's wedding song? We will
celebrate all the happiness." It's okay, but thousands will be ruined.
After all, the house is yours, have you fed that Kanjari a little first? Be
wise, invite her here one day to play songs. The boy's marriage will also

be happy and the money wasted Will be saved."

At first, Shahani spoke full-bloodedly, "I do not want to touch that

Kanjari's forehead," but when the others said with great patience, ""Your
sister-in-law is your rule here, she will come as a captive, bound by your
command, to kill your son." To celebrate happiness. The stubbornness is

hers, why is it yours? As the bastards came, the dom marasi, so she is."

Shahani liked the matter. Anyway, sometimes while sleeping, he used to

think - if I see once, how is it right?

He had never seen him but had imagined it - whether out of fear, out of

fear, out of hatred. And while passing through the city, if she saw a



Kanjari sitting in a tonga, she would think without thinking — who

knows, she might be the same.

"Let me see once too,'" she muttered in her mind, "whatever she wanted
to spoil, she has spoiled, now what else can she do! Let me see Chandra

once."

Shahani agreed, but put a condition - "There will be no alcohol, no
kebab. I will get the song done in the same way as songs are sung in good
houses. You man Manas also sit down. She came and went on singing
straight. Go. I will put the same four things in his bag as well which I will

give to boys and girls who will sing together."

"That's what we say sister-in-law." Shah's friends barked, '"The house
has been built only because of your understanding, otherwise what

would happen was to pass away."

She came, Shahani herself had sent her buggy. The house was full of
guests. White sheets were spread in the big room, and a drum was kept in

the middle. The women of the house had started singing Banne Sehre....

When the coach came to a stop at the door, some eager women ran to one

side of the window and some to the stairs....



"Hey, why do you misbehave, you left Sahara in the middle." Shahani
scolded. But his voice itself seemed soft. As if there was a threat on his

heart.

She climbed the stairs and came to the door. Shahani adorns her pink
saree, as if she is taking support of the auspicious color of the saree to

see in front....

In front, he was wearing a green bandika gara, a red shirt around his
neck and a green silk chunri draped from head to toe. There was a flicker.
Shahani only felt this for a moment - as the green color had spread all

over the door.

Then there was a tinkling of green glass bangles, then Shahani saw a fair
fair hand touching a bowed forehead and playing adaab, and at the same
time a tinkling voice - ""Many many congratulations, Shahani! Many

many congratulations." .."

She was very delicate, thin. It used to double as soon as it touched hands.
Shahani asked her to sit with the help of a village pillow with a gesture of
her hand, then Shahani felt that her muscular arm was looking very

shapeless....

Shah was also in one corner of the room. There were friends too, some
male relatives too. Even after looking at that corner, that Nazneen

saluted once, and then sat down leaning against the village pillow. While



sitting, the glass bangles were again filtered, Shahani once again looked
at her arms, green glass and then naturally she started looking at the

gold bangle lying in her arm...

. Everyone's eyes were turned in the same direction, Shahni's own eyes
too, but except her eyes, she got angry at everyone's eyes... She wanted to

say once again - Hey, why do you do bad luck

? Sehre gaao na... but his voice was choking in his throat. Perhaps the
voice of the oars also got choked in the throat. There was a silence in the
room. She started looking at the dholak kept in the middle, and wanted
him to play the dholak very loudly.

He only broke the silence for whom there was silence. She started saying,
"First of all I will sing the mare, then I will sing the boy's 'sagan’', why
Shahani?" And looking at Shahni, the mare started singing, "Nikki nikki

bundi nikiya meen ve vare, teri maa ve suhagin tere sagan kare...."

Shahni felt a sudden relief - probably because she was the mother in the
middle of the song. , And her man was also only her man - that's why

mother was married....

Shahani sat right in front of her with her mouth laughing - who was

making obeisances to her son at that time...



When the mare was over, the conversation in the room Returned again.
Then something happened naturally. There was a request from the
women - "Dolki Rodewala Geet." There was a request from the men,

"Mirze diyan saddaan."

The singer listened to the men's requests and made them unheard, and
by pulling the dholki towards her, she joined her knee to the dholki.
Shahani got a bit angry - probably because instead of fulfilling the
demands of the men, the singer had started fulfilling the demands of the

women... Probably

some of the guest women did not know. They were asking each other
something, and many were saying near her ear — “Yahi hai Shah ki

Kanjari...” The

narrators might have said very softly — like a whisper, but Shahni could
hear the sound. , was hitting the ears - Shah's Kanjri..... Shah's Kanjri.....

and the color of Shahni's face turned pale.

Meanwhile, the sound of the drummer got louder and so did the voice of
the singer, ""Suhe ve chiree walia me kahni ha...." and Shahani's heart
sank -- that suhe chiree wala is my only son, happily today My son

riding a mare...

There was no end to the demand. One song would end, another would

begin. Sometimes the singer fulfills the request of the women,



sometimes of the men. She used to say in between, ""Someone else sing
too, give me breath." But who had the courage, to be in front of her, her
voice was like a voice..... she too was probably asking to say, in the same

way she used to start another song after one.

It was a matter of songs, but when he used the heck of Mirje, "Uth ni
Sahiba Suttiye! Uth ke de didar..." Hawa's heart was shaken. The men
sitting in the room had become idols. Shahani again felt nervous, she
looked at Shah's face very carefully. Shah too had become an idol like
other idols, but Shahani felt that he had become a stone...

Shahani's heart was filled with joy, and she felt that if this watch was
snatched away, she too would become an idol forever. .. He may do

something, do anything, but don't become an idol of clay...

It was late evening, the gathering was about to end...

Shahni said, today she will distribute batashes in the same way, the way
people distribute on the day when songs are sung. But when the song was

over, tea and many kinds of sweets came into the room...

and Shahani took out a hundred note wrapped in her fist, hit her son on
the head, and then held him, whom people called Shah's. Used to be

called Kanjari.



"Let it be, Shahni! I will continue to eat only yours." she replied and

laughed. His laugh was shimmering like his face.

Shahani's face turned pale. He felt as if Shah's Kanjari had killed him by
linking her relationship with Shah in the gathering today. But Shahani
held her ground. Made a mistake that today he did not want to give up.
She laughed out loud. Holding the note, she said, "You have to take it
from Shah everyday, but when have you taken it from my hand again?

Let's take it today..."

And Shah's Kanjri, while holding the note, became weak at once. The

pale pink color of Shahani 's saree spread in the room.
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