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TO MOM, DAD, RE, SCOTT, AND PATRICK






SEPTEMBER
vesda
First of all, let me get s::m:-i']nf'hs s+rai5h+? This
is a JOURNAL, not a &iary. T know what i+
says on the cover, but when Mom went out +o
l:uy this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her +o
3c+ one that didn+ sa7 "&Eur)(" onh it.

Great. All T need is for some jerk to catch me
cnrryihs this book around and 5¢+ +he wrohg idea.

g

The other 'ﬂ\ihs T want to clear up rr'ah-i' away
is that this was MOM’s idea, not mine.

But if she thinks T'm going to write down my
”&elihssn in here or whatever, she's crazy. So
just dont expect me to be all “Dear Diary" this
and Dear D.’dry" that.



The ohlr reason 1 agreed to do this at all is
becavse T figur: later on when T'm rich and
famous, Tl have better 'ﬂ'\ihss to do than
answer ?eaPlejs s+u?Ed questions all &d}f |ah3. So
+his book is gohha come in hah&;{.

Like T said, Tl be famous one Ja.?r, but for now
T'm stuck in mddle school with a bunch of morons.




Let me just say for the record that T +hink
middle school is the dumbest idea ever invented.
You 3a‘l' kids like me who hnv:r-.? hit their
Sraw-l'l-\ spurt 7e+ mixed in with these gorillas who
need to shave twice a dnr.

And then 'H\e)' wohder wh)' bullyihs is such a b;e,
?rablem in middle school.

Tf it was up to me, srd&e levels would be based
oh htiﬂ‘ﬁ, hot age. But +hen nsdih X i guess
that would mean kids like Chirns GuPha would
still be in the first grade.




13&::7 is +the first cia?f of school, and rial'ﬂr now
were JuS‘i‘ waiting around for the teacher +o “wrr'?f
up and finish the seating chart. So T figured T
rvish-} as well write in this book o pass the time.

By the way, let me give you Some 300& advice. On
‘l’ge first ay of school, you got to be real careful
where 70u sit. You walk into the classroom and Just
plunk your stuff down on any old desk and the
nex+ ihs ?'au know 'H'\e ﬁacher i5 sayihs-—

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOURE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in +his class, T aot stuck with Chris Hase;; n
1Cr‘oh+ a'F me r.l.ht.Jl Lionel James in bdck o'F me.

-L+



Jason DPrill came in late and almost sat 4o my

ria)n'h but Iuckily T s-h:r??ecl +hat from ha??e;hihs
at the las+ second.

Nex+ Pe.n'o&, T should Just sit in the middle of a
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in the
room. But T guess ¥ T do +hat, H‘Juﬁ' proves
T didn% learn dh7+l'\ih3 from las+ year.




Man, T don+ know WHAT is up with Sirls +hese
ciays. T+ used o be a whole lot simpler back in
titrvch“i'ary school. The deal was, if you were +he
fastest runner in your class, you got all the sirls.

And in the fifth sra&:, the fastest runner was
Ronnie NcCo}y.

a gy,
o 1

Nowudn)rs, it's & whole lot more com?|ica+cd. Now
its about the kind of clothes ?fcw wear or how
rich you are or if you have a cute butt or whatever.
And kids like Ronnie M-:C07 are scrdkhihs +heir

heads woh&tﬁhs what the heck hn?Peth.

The mos+ ?o?ular l)o;! in y Srnde is Bryce
Anderson. The ‘H’\ihs that rcally stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into girls, but kids like
Bryce have oh|7 come around in the las+ cou?lt
of years.



I remember "\ow Brycr. uscd ‘o act bnci: in
school.

£799%

But of course now L dont get any credit for
s+f'c|:ih3 with the sirls all +his +ime.

elementa

Like T said, Br'?(ce is +he most FaPulur kid in our
3rnde, so that leaves all +he rest of us 9uys
scrumbtihs for +he other s?o-fs.

The best T can wciaure is that T'm somewhere
around 52nd or 53rd most ?o?ular +his year.
But the Sooc{ news is that T'm about +o move
up ohe spot becavse Charlie Davies is above me,
and he's getting his braces next week.




il +r)f to c.x?hih all +his ?nPularHy stuff 4o my
friend Rowley (who is Pro’onbly hovtrihs riﬂH
around +he 150 mdrk, b}( +he wdy) , but T +hink
it Just goes in one ear and out the other with him.

Wednesda

To&u?/ we had Ph){s E.cl, so the first "I'Hhs 1
did when T got outside was sneak off 4o the
basketball court to see if the Cheese was still
+her¢. Ah& sure thaush , It was.




'ﬂ'\qﬁ' Picce. of Cheese has been sFﬂihs on the
bluc':-l'afa since last spring. T guess it mustve
clro??e& out of someone’s sandwich or sanﬁ'}\iha.
After a couple of da?(s, +he Cheese started getting
all midy and hasty. Nobocl?' would ?lny basketball on
the court where the Cheese wads, eveh 'ﬂ'\aus}\ +hat
was the oh|?! court that had a hoo? with a ret.

Then one :ln?i, this kid named Darren Walsh
+ouched +he Cheese with his Fihser, and that's
what started +his +1'|ih3 called +he Cheese Touch.
T+’ basically like the Cooties. Tf yov get +he
Cheese Tc:ucz

pass it on to someone else.

Q p! 9 q p!
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The ohl}; way to profect yaurs:*.hr from the

, 7OUJ¥'E stuck with it undil you

Cheese T:mch iS to cross Your -FEhscrs.



But i4s not that cnsy remnbariha to kee? Vour'
ﬁhsers crossed c‘h’cr‘;‘ moment of +the &ﬂ.?!. T ended
up ‘l'aPihS mine ‘l'oge‘l'}'\tr so 'I'}\cz’& s‘rm?l crossed
all the time. T got a D in handwriting, but it
was 'l‘o+a.l|y worth it.

This one kid named Abe Hall got the Cheese
‘Emch n APr‘il, and habac‘?( would even come hear

Nim for the rest of the year. This summer Abe
moved dh’d}f 4o California and took +he Cheese
'Témc’n wi"l"'\ "\im.

i JuS'i‘ ho?e Someohe &oe:sr\'i' star+ +the Cheese
Témn:}\ vp asm'h, because T don™t need +hat kind

of stress in hf life dh)/mre.

ursga
Tm hnvihs a SE.I";OUS'I?P hard +ime seHihs used
+o ‘!'\'\e fact +3nu+ Summer S over u’n& I 1’\&?! +o
3&1‘ out of btd e‘ver‘?{ mar‘hihs ‘o 9o o sr.haol.

MY summer did not e,xdt'f'?’ 3e+ off 4o a 5ren+
start, thanks +o my older brother Rodrick.
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A couPie of dd?:s into summer vacation, Rodrick
woke me up in the middle of the h@ﬁ. He 4old
me T slcPJr +1'\rou31\ the whole summer, but that
luckil?‘ T woke vp just in time for +he first
&ay of school.

You rw'sl'ﬁ' think T was Pre.H')( dumb for ;dilihs
for +hat one, but Rodrick was dressed up N his
School {|o+}w.s and he set m?' alarm clock ahead +o
make it look like i+ was the morning. Plus, he
closed my curtains so T couldn+ see that it was
s+ill darl out.

Aif'\‘er Raclrick woke me up, I Ju!‘-"l’ 301‘ dressed and
went downstairs to make mfsa'.lf some brtdkfnrh

like T do every morhing oh a school dqy.
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But T guess T must have made a ?r&‘H'y b.’g
racket because the next -I'Hhs T knew, Dad was
downs+tairs, ?zclléhs at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in the morhing.

T+ 4ook me a minute to figure out what the heck
was soihs on.

After T did, T +old Dad +that Rodrick had
?lcu?'e_& a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be sc-t-’rihs yeﬂzé at.

Dad walked down +o +he basement 4o chew
Rodrick ovt, and T -l'dsscci nlohs. T couldnt
wait to see Rodrick 3t+ wl-m-l' wds camihs ‘o Hrvn.

12



But Rodrick covered vp \'\is +racks ?re-H'y soacl.
And 4o +\wis &n?', Ijm sure Dad thinks IJV:

got a screw loose or Sarw:ﬂ'dhg.

riga

T&Jn’y at school we got assEshcd +o l"t.dclf'ns groups.

—n\e?( dont come r‘is‘ﬁ' ouvt and tell vou if
you’re in the Gifted group or +he ésy grovp,
but )rou cah -ﬁaure it out ris}ﬁ' any b){ |ool<5h5
at +he covers of the books 'H’\e?/ hand out.

EINSTEIN
AS A

CHILD
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I. wds ?rﬁg J.‘sa??aih‘l-ed 4o find ot T 5a+
?U'i' in the Gifted group, because that Juﬁ' means
a lot of extra work.

When they did the screening at the end of last
ye,nr, I id rnr best to make sure T 301' ?u*!' n
the E-GSY group this ycnr‘.

FRED PICKED UP
THE BUH...BAH...

Mom is real tight with our principal, so Tl bet
she S'i':‘)?ecl in and made sure 'I 30‘1‘ Pu-t' n ﬂ'\e
Gifted group nsnih.

Mom is d'lways sayihs T.}rn a Smart kid, but that
T Just don+ "d‘P?lY" m;fself.

14



But if there’s one +hih3 T learned from Rodrick,
its to set PeaPit’s expectations real low so you
end vp surprising them by Prac-ﬁcaﬁy doihﬂ
nothing at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE
BEFORE I GET HOME




Ac-i'uall)«, T'm kind of Slnc] my Pinh to get ?u-i'
in +he E.dsy arovp didnt work.

T saw a cauPIe of the “Bink des Boo" kids
hol&ihs their books u?si&c down, and T dont
think 'ﬂ‘\ef were Jokihs.

Sn‘furdu?g
Well, the first week of school is fihnll?r over, So
'1'0&1:.?' T sle?'f in.

Most kids wake up ear‘?‘ oh Sa‘h.-rﬁa}( +o watch
cartoons or whatever, but not me. The ohly reasoh
T aet out of bed at all on weekends is because
e\*eh-%ucally , T cant stand the taste of rmy owh
breath ahymre.

16



Un-For*fumhly, Dad wakes up at 6:00 in the
morning ho matter WHAT d-:x?t of the week it
is, and he is not real considerate of the fact
that T am +ryih3 to ﬁ“.jﬂf m)l Sa-h.nrda?e like

a hormal person.

T didnt have mhy‘l’hihs to do +ach>( so T Just
headed up o Rowlefs house.

Rawie?: is +cckn;m|17 my best friend, but that is
&e'ﬁhi‘\'ﬂy Sub‘jet‘.’l' +to C}mhgz.

Tve been dvoidihs Rawfty since the first Jn)t of
school, when he did Some-l-‘-\iha that r‘enll)f
nhha;le.& me.



We were getting our stuff from our lockers at
+he eh& of ‘ﬂ‘\e &ny 7 and Row|e7 came up ‘o me

WANT TO COME OVER
TO MY HOUSE AND
PLAAYYY?

—— —

——— —
| = -
[l

and said—

| 11

T have +old Rawley at least a billion +imes that
row that were in middle school, ?vau‘rc SUP?ose&

to say "hnhg out,” not "Pll:l?'.“ But ho matter
how many hoogjes i give him, ke nlwn?(s -Forge-l's
the next ime.

Tve been +r7ih5 1o be a lot more careful about

r-n)f imnst ever since 1 30-1' to middle school. But
ha\rihs Rawle?r around is &efih;-l'ely hot heIPihs.

18



T met Rawle?’ a few years ago when he moved
into r-?' heishbarhoad.

His mom boush‘l‘ him -Hnis book cn”t& ”Ho‘ﬂ' to
Make Friends in New Places,” and he came +o
my Nouse ‘I'ryiha all these dumb Simm'cks.

CKNOCI( KNOCK!)

( THERMOS!

THERMOS BE SOME
WAY TO TICKLE
YOUR FUNNY BONE! /K
71N Ly
@ [
- —
S et raaat ==
\ N N :

T guess T kind of felt sorry for Rowley, and T
decided to take him under n)r wihs.

T+5s been great having him around, mos-t-l)f because
I 5t+ +o use all 'H\t tricks Rodr‘ick Pulls on ME.

19



DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOUR HAN
IS BIGGER THAN YOUR FACE ITS A
SIGN OF "LO\«J INTELLIGENCE"?

FE

BUT DO I
HAVE “LOW
INTELLIGENCE™?

20



Monda

You know how T said T Plnf all sorts of ?rnhks
on Rowle)f? Well, T have a little brother named
Mdhh?(, and T could NEVER get away with
?ullihs ahy of that stuff on him.

Mom and Dad Prai'ec*t Mnhhy like he‘s a ?rihcc or
Samei’]'\ihs. And he never gets in trouble , even if
Ke rea“y deserves i+.

Yes-l'cr‘&q?r, Mnnhy drew a selPFaH'raH' on m
bedroom door in Per‘mnheh-k marker. 1 ‘H‘\aug{:'f
Mom and Dad were really going o let him have
i+, but as usval, T was wrong.

21



But the thing that bugs me the most about
T'\uhny is the nickname he has for me. When he
was d bnb?r, he couldn# pronounce “brother,”
So “\t s-har‘i'e.& cnilihs me "Bubby.“ Ah& \\e
STILL calls me that now, even +}\ou5}1 L ker_P
-I'r?'JnS to 3#.1' Mom and Dad to make \\.’m s-hop.

Luckﬂ?f hone of my friends have found out ye:h
but believe me, T have had some r:qll?; close calls.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GREG

HEY, THIS ONE
SAYS ITS TO

22



Mom makes me helF I“'\ah’nf get rcaci?¢ for school in
the morning. After T make Mdhh)' his breakfast,
Ke carries his cereal bowl into the 'Fﬂ.hi'}( room and

sits on his ?lnS‘h'r. ?oH';r.

“C" 1S FOR COOKIE
AND COOKIE IS

And when i+'s time for him to a0 to &uy care, he
3e+5 vp and clurnfvs whatever he didnt eat rislﬂ‘ n
the toilet.

Mom is nlwafs getting on me about not Fihiskihs
r-.?r breakfast. But if s}-.e hn& to scrape corn
flakes out of +he bottom of a ?Ins-Hc P

e‘ver)l morhing , she wouldnt have much of an
appetite either.

23



!UES&H?

T dont know if T mentioned this before, but T
am SUPER soocl at Video games. T bet T

could beat 4h>{ohz n my Srar]: h:a&—-l-o—h:a&.

Unfor-l'uhn-i'c\)r, Dad does not emc'ﬂy appreciate
m?f skills. Hes di.ways getting on me about going
out and doi’n3 some'ﬂ'.ihs “active.”

Se Jhr:ul"uis‘p.-l' after dinner when Dad started
‘hnssl;hs me about going outside, T 4ried o
e;xPlnih how with video games, you can Plny sports
like football and soccer, and you don+t even get dll
hot and s'm:ai}(.

=

But as usval, Dad didnt see my '-osEc.

24



Dad is a Pre-H}/ smart avy in aehe,rnl but when
it comes to common sense, sometimes I woh:}er
about him.

T'm sure Dad would dismantle my game sysd'r_n
f he could -ﬁSure out how 4o do it. But Iuck.’ly,
+he Peo?le who make these ‘ﬂ'\ihﬂs make them
?areh+*Proo-F.




Every +ime Dad kicks me out of the house 4o do
some'l')nihs sPor-l-‘y . L Jus-!f go vp to Rawlcyls and
Plﬁ?’ my video games +here.

Uhfor-l-una-felf, +he oh\y games T can ?lqy at
Rarwlt?"s are car-racing games and stuff like that.

Because whth:\fcr I {Jrihs a game up +o Rowk){,s
house, his dad looks i+ up on some parents’ Web

site. Ahd if rny game has ANY kind of -ﬁ.s)n'i'ih&

or Violence in it, he won+ let us Play.

==

J

Tm getting a little sick of ?I"‘}’ihﬁ Formula One
Rncihs with Rawle?f , because he's not a serious
gamer like me. AH +}m‘|‘ )(ou hd"ft 1o do to beat
Row':ey IS hame your car somc-l'hihs ridiculous at

+he besihhihs of the game.

26



Ahd then when ?/au pass Rowh;fs car, he \juﬁ
falls +o pieces.

BAD
FART AAHAHA
FIHEHD' BW ol

ba%

An Wd.?f after T got done mopping +he floor
wd'( Rowle today, T headed home. T ran
"r’nroush +he hma(bo

make it look like T was all sweai';/, and that
seemed to do the trick for Dad.

rs sFruhHer a cauFle times ‘o




But n?( 4rick kind of backfired, becauvse as soon
as Mom saw me, she made me go vpstairs and

take a slnowr.r.

Wednesda

I guess Dad must \-\a\te been ?re-H')z h“??}’ with
himsdf for rndkihs me go ou+side ytsi‘tr‘ddy i
because }-\c did i+ a.saih +oridy.

T+s getting really annoying to have to go vp o
Rowle?fls every 4ime T want +o Pi'“}’ a Video game.
There's this weird kid named ?reﬂle); who lives
EuI-Fway between rn?! house and Rawlef's, and
T:rcsley is alwn)/s hnnsiha out in his front 7ard.
So its ?rc‘l—l')/ hard +o avoid him.

28



?resle?( is in my P}\?'s Ed class at school, and he
1‘\&5 ‘l'l'\is w}\ole mac}c-uP ‘nhsunsc. Lik: wh:h }'\e
needs +o g0 +o the ba-!-]nroom, he s:nys-

Us kids have pre much -Fisurcd Frcslc out b
how, but T 4oh’:—?}\|‘hk the +teachers hu{e t"e.d.”;

cau3h+ oh )m"r. - -
, KID...
aa NEE WHIZ!

"I.'.:.:cin?(, 8 ?robnbly would have gone vp to Rawh){’s
on own dhywdy, because m)/ broﬁ%er Rodrick

and his band were ?rac*l'icihﬂ Jowh n "I']ne basement.

29



Rodrick’s band is REALLY awful, and T cant
stand beih5 home when +he?('re lnavihs rehearsals.

His band is called “Loaded PiuPar," oh|>! i+'s
sPelled “Laded Di?er" on Rodrick’s van.

You might think he spelled it that way to make i+
look cooler, but T bet if )‘ou told Rodrick how
“Loaded D;nPcr" is rccully sPclleci, i+ would be news
+o )m'rn.

Dad was against the idea of Rodrick starting a
band, but Mom was all for it.

She's the one who bausH‘ Rodrick his first

drum set.

30



T +hink Mom has +his idea that were all going
to learn to ?ld‘f instruments and +hen become one

of those 'Famil?' bands like you see on TV.

Dad reu’ily hates heu\.’?' metal, and that's the
kind of music Rodrick and his band Pln)(. T dont
+hink Mom re:nll?r cares what Rodrick Pld?ﬂs or listens
to, because +o her, all music is the same. Tn

fact, earlier today, Rodrick was listening to one

of his CDs in 'I'}\: fﬂrﬁiy room, and Mom came in
and started dancing.

QW‘\’

31



’ﬂwd‘i‘ rmH'y busaed Ro&rick, so he drove off 4o
+he store and came back fifteen minutes later
with some hen&?]\ohts. And that ?rcﬂ‘y much
Yook care of the Probi.cm.

ursga
Yes-l-er&d); Rodrick got a new }\tn\')( metal CD,
and i+ had one of those “Parental Warning’
stickers on it.

T have never 30‘H1:h o listen o one of +hose
Parental Warhihs CDs, because Mom and Dad never

let+ me bu)/ them at the mall. So T realized the ohl?r
way T was gonna get a chance o listen o
Rodrick’s CD was if T snck it out of the house.

This morning, after Rodrick left, T called vp Rowle?(
and told him +o br;hs his CD Flﬁ)f:l" to school.

32



Then T went down to Rodrick’s room and took
the CD off Nis rack.

Z_

— QT ey

Youre not allowed to bri‘ns Per;nhai music Players
to school, so we had o wait to use it until after
lunch wheh the teachers let us outside. As Sooh
as we got +he chance, me and Rowicy shuck
around the back of the school and loaded up
Radrick’s CD.

But ROWIIE?’ -For30+ to ?u-f batteries in his CD
?Infe.r, so it was Prt-.'H?' much worthless.

Theh I came up wi—l’)n ‘H'n's arm—f idea for a game.
The objcc+ was to ?U+ the hca&\a}mhts on Your‘
head and +hen try o shake them off without
usn'hs ;four‘ hdhds.

33



The winner was whoever could shake +he l"\ﬂﬁ&?}\m‘\es
off in the shortest amount of Hime.

T had the record w.+}~. seven and a hal\f seconds,
but T think T ma}\'!' have shook some of rﬁ?!
'F.H.hgs loose with that one.

Rish'l‘ in ‘I'he mid&lc of our game, Mrs. Crnis came
around the corner and cnugl-ﬁ us red-handed. She
took the music ?|uyer away from me and started
chewih& us out.

34



But T +hink she had the wrong idea about what
we were &oihs back there. She started -hll.'ha us
how rock and roll is “evil” and how it's going to

ruin our brains.

T was going o tell her that there werent even
any batteries in "H'\e-. CD Playe.r, but T- could +ell s‘\e
d;!n% want to be interrupted. So T just waited
untl she was done, and then T said, “Yes, maam.’

But risiﬂ when Mrs. Crm's was about to let us
90, Rawlez started Hubber‘ihs about how he doesnt

and roll +o ruin his “brains.”

want roc

Homsﬂy, sometimes T dont know about that boy.
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Frida;,[
We'.i, now IJVE gone nh& dohe it.

Last night, after everyone was in bed, T snuck
downs+tairs 4o listen o Rodrick's CD on the
stereo in the \famil;; room.

'1 ?t.ri‘ Roclrick's new hencl?}whcs on and cranked
vp the volume REALLY Hﬂ}\. Then T kit ”Pl"f'“

TRRL
C

s
]\
i

First, let me Just Su?f T can &:-ﬁhﬁely understand
wlwy the put +hat “Parental \\Iurhihsu sticker
on "ﬂ\e D.

Bt T ohly got to hear about +1m'r+)( seconds of
the first song before T got interrupted.
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T4 tums ot T didnt have the \\mJPBanes ?luﬂst&
into the stereo. So the music was nc,-l'uully coming

+|1rou3h the SPEAKERS, not the hendeor\cs.

y 599

Dad marched me vp ‘o m?z room and shut the
door behind him, and then he said—

LETS YOU AND
ME HAVE A TALK,

Il

0O

8]

|




Whenever Dad Sd}fs “friend” that an p fou know
oure in trovble. The first time Dad ever said
“friend” like that o me, T didnt get that he was
btihg sarcastic. So I ’:ihc} of let r-\y suul"& down.

I &ohl‘l' make ‘H‘m‘l‘ mistake ah)'more.

%hish+, Dad ?(E“E‘.d at me for about ten minutes,
and then T guess he decided he'd rather be in bed
+han s+ah4}h3 i m?d room in his underwear. He
told me T was Srauhcled from Pldfihﬂ video games
for 4+wo weeks, which is about what 'I cxPec-l‘ed.

i guess T should be sln& thats all he did.

The soocl *l‘}\ihs about Dad is that when he 3-‘.1‘5
mad, he cools off real quick , and then its over.
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Usmlly, f you mess up in front of Dad, he Just
-H\rows w}m-i'e‘fer hels 30-1' in Hs hnhds at ?mu.

GOOD TIME TO SCREW UP:

Mom has a TOTALLY different s-l'y\e: when it
comes to ?uhis}\mh‘h Tf }'ou mess up and Mom

catches 7au i the first 'l'\'\ihs she does is to +ake
a few J:tys +o fisure. out what 7our ?urisl'\mn-l'

should be.
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And while )fau're wniﬁhs, 7ou do all these nice
'1+\ih35 to +r>' to get off easier.

I JUST DUSTED
THE DINING
ROOM FOR THE
HECK OF IT!

But then after a few JarsJ n'siﬂ- when YOU
farstﬁ' You're in trouble, thats when she tays it
on YDU-

ARE YOU
HAVING FUN?

NO VIDEO
GAMES FOR
A WEEK!
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Naﬁu}c

'ﬂ\is video game ban is a whole lot ‘]'aushtr‘ +han
T -H\ous}ri' it would be. But at least T'm not the
nhty ohe in the «Fnrnily who's in trouble.

Rodrick’s in some hot water with Mom r531:1+ now,
too. ]"'Iahhy 30'1‘ ul\olcl of one of Rodn"c':'s hcﬂy
me+tal magazines, and one of the pages had a
picture of a woman in a bikini |75n3 across the
hood of a car. Ahcl +hen Mnhh?( br‘ousln'l' it into

&n;,r care for show-and-+ell,
Y\,

Ah?lwu;(, T dont +hink Mom was oo h“??f about
getting +hat Phone call.

T saw the magazine m)(s.:l{ , and it hohes-H)r wasnt
nhfﬂ-\ir\g +o 3e+ worked up over. But Mom doesn+
allow that kind of stuff in the house.
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Rodrick's Puhishmh‘} was that he had to answer
a bunch of qucsi'iahs Mom wrate out for him.

Y

n'rwju_da’ow n.,ﬂﬂﬁbﬂh.fmo-n.
No.

qu,

'Lm SOrTy Women.
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Wednesda

Tm still srouhde& from ?in?dhs video games, so
Mdhh?' has been using my sys-i-cm Mom went out and
bough-l' a whole bunch of educational video games,
and wn-tchhs Manhy Fl“)’ them is like torture.

WHAT NUMBER
COMES AFTER
TWO AND RHYMES

The Soacl news is that T 'ﬁ'hnlly -ﬁﬁured out how
to get some of my games past Rowiefs dad. T
Jus+ ?U“’ one of m?f discs in Mnhh?rs D:s:a\fcnhs
+he AlPhdbe-l' case, and thats all i+ takes.
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ursga
At school +ad~n7', ﬂ‘\e?‘ anhounced that student
government elections are coming up. To be honest
with you, ve never had any interest in student

b you, The rever had any !
government. But when T started +l\|'hkih3 about
it, T realized getting elected Treasurer could
TOTALLY c]wnhsz my situation at school.

WE CHEERLEADERS
ARE TIRED OF RIDING
TO GAMES IN THE
SAME BUS AS THE
NERDS IN THE BAND!




And even better ...

WE JOCKS JUST
NEED AN AIR PUMP
TO INFLATE OUR
ONLY FOOTBALL.

SORRY. CAN'T
HELP YOU

Nobacl?! ever thinks about r‘uhhihs for Trensurer )
because all anyone ever cares about are the bis-
+icket positions like President and Vice President.
So T Fisure T sigh up tomorrow, the
Treasurer Job is ‘Jre‘Hy much mine for the +nk$h5.

rida
‘E:&a.y, T went and ?u-t' rq?( hame on the list +o
run for Treasurer. Uh-Far"l'uhd'l‘el.?!, this kid named
Marty Porter is runhing for Treasurer, too, and
he’s real bl"dih?l at math. So this risl-\-i' hot be as
easy as 1 Hwough'i'-
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T told Dad that T was running for student
so'.ferhmeh-l', and he seemed ?r‘rHy excited. 1+
turns out he ran for student sa\'tmmeh'i' when
he was my age, and he nt*hmll}' woh.

Dad dug through some old boxes in the basement
and found one of his cnm?aish ?DS"’EFS.

INTEGRITY
HONESTY
KNOW-HOW

VOTE
Frank Heff |e>(

FOR

SECRETARY

T thought the poster idea was pretty good, so
T asked Dad 4o drive me to the store +o get
Some SUF?H&S. I |aa&e& up oh PoS‘i’tl‘ !)onrd ah&
markers, and T spent the rest of the hish-t-
rnqkiha all my campaign stuff. So let’s Just hoPe
these posters work.
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Mghda%

% Lrouah"r r--?i Posﬁ'ers in to school toda 3 and T
hn‘we ‘o sn)', -ﬂ'\ey came out ?re'H'y soo!:

Do You Wan+t

MARTY PORTER
+o be your

TREASURER?Y

HEY, YOU'RE
DROPPING ALL
OUR MONEY, [ =
YOU FOOL! A

Le] 0O

aRe.member in second Smda how
Mar+7f Porter had head lice?

ITCH

Do vou r‘eally want him

touc in‘g YOUR mone?'?

=]
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T started hnhﬂihs m‘y ?ns*hers up as soon as 1
got in. But +l-|e}( were ohly up for about three
minutes before Vice 'Pr;h-:iPa'. P\o?r s?oﬁc& them.

T

b

Mr. Ro?r said you werent allowed +o write
“fabrications” about the other candidates. So T
told Mr. Ro?e +hat +he +hih3 about the head lice
was trve, and how it ?rnd'im“)( closed down the

whole 5:}1m|| w}\eh it }'\nP?thtd.

But he took down all my posters anyway. So ‘l'o&n?v .
Mnr‘-’ry Porter was going around hnhdiha out lallipa?s
o bu?r himself votes while my posters were sitting at
the bottom of Mr. Ray‘s trash can. T guess this
means my ?ol;-i‘icnl cdreer is oH‘itiaH?r over.
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OCTOBER
Mohga
Well, it's finally October, and there are ahir
thirty days '.elk until Halloween. Halloween is
my FAVORITE halidny, even 'I'housh Mom 54175
Ixm getting too old +o 90 +rick-or—+rﬁq+ih3
ahynor‘e.

Halloween is Dad’s favorite )na'-F&n)', too, but for
a different reason. On Halloween his}ﬁ, while
all the other parents are “\nh&ins out candy,
Dad is hiding in the bushes with a big +rnsl

can full of water.

And if ahy hehaaers pass 5}; our drivewny, l-\e
&rend\:s -l')nem.
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T’ not sure Dad renll?' understands the concept
of Hn“aw::eh. But Tm not gonha be the one who
spoils his fun.

vl
%his}\‘l' was the oPenihg 'r\i_al-rl' of the Crossland
Hs'&h School haunted house, and T got Mom o

agree to take me and Rowte?f.

Rawhy showed vp at ry house wearing his Halloween
costume from last year. When T called him earlier
T +old him 4o Jus-’r wear rf:gulnr clothes, but of
course he didnt listen.
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T tried rot 1o let i+ bother me +oo much, though.
I’Ve never been allowtd ‘o g0 ‘o ‘H'\E Cr’osslah&
haunted house before, and T wasnt Saihﬁ to let
Rowley run it for me. Rodrick has old me all
about it ) and T ve been |aok+'h3 forward +o this
for about three }(Edf‘s.

Ah}(wa?( when we 30‘1’ 4o +he entrance, 1
started hd\f.hs second +hou3h+s about aonhs n.

==

ﬂ'l'\“

"‘.r

But Mom seemed like she was in a %urry to get +his
over with, and she moved us nlohs. Once we were
-'l’hrous}\ +he 3a+c, + was ohe scare after another.
There were vampires jumping out at you and ?w?ie
without heads and all sorts of crazy stuff.
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But the worst part was +his area called Chainsaw
Allr:)'. There was +his bis avy n a hotke?' mask
and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rodrick +old me
the chainsaw has a rubber blade, but T wasnt

+nkih5 nh?( chances.
Rﬁ%RRRRSERRRR;

1
)\ i!"
.

Rish'i' when it looked like the chainsaw avy
wdas sniha to catch us, Mom S‘I'E.P?e:l n and
bailed us out.




Mom made the chainsaw avy show us where the
exit was, and 'H'\a'} was the end of our haunted
house en?crichu r‘ial'rl' 'ﬂ\erc. T guess it was a
lit+te embarrassihs when Mom did that, but T'm
willing to let it go +his one time.

S:ﬂ'urgln;i

The Crossland haunted house r'eqll); got me ‘l%ihkihs.
Those guys were charging five bucks a pop, and
the line stretched Bulfwny around the school.

I decided o make a %duh‘l’:& house of rr?r owh.
Ac'l'ua"?u T had 4o brihs Rowley in on the deal,
because Mom wouldnt let me convert our first

floor into a full-out haunted mansion.

T knew Rowlefs dad wouldn+ be r.rnz.?r about the
i&ea, ei'ﬂ'\er‘, so we decided to build the haunted
house in his basement and Jus+ not mention it to
Nis Pn‘r‘eh'{‘s.

Me and Rowlc?i spent most of the da coming up

with ah awesome Fluh for our haunted house.
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Here was our final Pldh-’

HALL OF LAKE OF P
SCREAMS BLOOD BOTTOM-
LESS PIT
= g?é l‘"ll i '

®e ;
'%9@@« ik
@ ' "’sza OF -

DEATH
1,000 ¥ SLIDE

KNIFE SKULLS

HAND
J HALL mr‘

T dont mean o brag or nh?(‘l'l'\Ehs, but what
we came up with was WAY better than the
Crossland His}-. School haunted house.

We renl;:u:d we were gohha hl:tcl +o 3t+ 'H'\c word

out that we were &oihg this -ﬂ\ihs, so we got
Some PnPer -:lhd mncle: uP d buhch u{ ﬂyers.
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T admit mnybe we stretched the truvth a little
in our advertisement, but we had o make sure

?eo?|e ac'!'unll?t showed up-

HWAUNTED
[FB'@SSE

wiTH LIVE
SHARKS!

© o

32 SURREY STREET

ADMISSION : 50¢
3:OOF.M.

the time we finished putting +he ﬂyers vp
around +he heEslnborl\ood and got back 4o
Rowlcys basement, it was already 2:30, and we
hadnt even started Puﬁms +he actual kauhhd
house ‘I‘osﬁher )(&1'

So we had to cut some corners from our

or‘isihd Plah.
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When 3:00 rolled around, we looked outside +o
see if anyone had showed vp. And sure enaugh,
there were about -!'weh-l')r heish{)or‘hoo& kids waiting
in line outside Ruwief*s basement.

Naw, T know our ﬂyers said admission was ﬂﬂy
cents, but T could see that we had a chance o
make a l:i”ihs here.

So T +old the kids that admission was two bucks,
and the -Fif'l}'“ceh'l' 'l"'\ihs was just a -|7Po.

_ﬁ- .' E_
ﬂ'\c firs+ knd +o tous}\ vp Hs 4wo bucks was
Shane Shella. Hl: Pnicl his mnheil and we let him

inside, and me and Rowie)r +o0
+he Hall of Screams.

our ?os.‘-l-;ohs in
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The Hall of Screams was bns.‘callr a bed with me
and 'Rnwley on either side of .

I quess md)‘be we mn&e -l']ne Hn” o-F Screams a
litte +oo Smr')', because hal-Fwny +hrau3h, Shane
curled up in d ball underneath the bed. We tried
to get him to crawl out from under there, but
he wouldnt budsc.

T started +\\ihkihs about all the m’ney we were
losing with this kid clogaing vp the Hall of Screams,
and T knew we had o 5r.+ him out of there, c{uICk-

E.v:n-h.mll?', Rowley’s dad came downstairs. At
first I was hn?? 4o see him, because I. 'H\ouﬁh’l'
he could he'r? us arag Shane out from under the
bed and get our haunted house cmhkihs again.



But Rowley's dad wasnt ren':t?r n 4 heiﬁu’l mood.

Row'uefs dad wanted to know what we were

&aihs, and wh?' Shane Snella was curled up under
+he bed.

We told him that +he basement was a haunted
house, and that Shane Snella u:‘i‘uu.ll;{ PAID
for us o do this 1o him. But Rawleyls dad didnt

believe us.

T admit that if you looked around, it didn+
r‘enH?' look like a haunted house. A” we had time
+o ?U'I' +051:‘H1er was the Hall of Screams and +he
Lake of Blood, which was Just Rowlr_y's old
bnby pool with half a bottle of ke-h:‘nu? n i+
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I tried to Sl\ow Rnwleyls dad our or‘isihal Pluh
to prove +that we renlly were ruhhiha a le&i‘l’inn‘i‘e
operation, but he still didnt seem convinced.

FEIV
L] "

And to make a |oh3 $+ar>‘ short, that was +he
end of our haunted house.

'ﬂ\e 3°°d news 15, Since Rowleyls dad &Idh"{'
believe us, he didn+ make us refund Shane’s
hahty. So at least we cleared two bucks 'thd;(.
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Suh (-}

Ruwl:)f chclc& up seﬁihs Sr‘ouhcleci for 'ﬂ\tﬁ w}\a'ie
Naunted house mess 7es+r.r&a7. He's not allowed 4o
watch TV for a week, AND hes not allowed +o

hn\f: me over at Hs houSe durihs ‘ﬂ'\n-f +ime.

That last part re:al'.r isnt fair, because that's
Puh.’shihs me, and L didnt even do nn?z-ﬂ-\ins
wrong. And now where am T Su?Posed to ?la?r
my video sdmcs?

Ah}(wny, T fel+ kind of bad for Raw':ey. So
+oh.isln'|', T 4ried to make it up 1o him. T 4urned
oh one of Rowh){'s favorite TV shows, and T
did o Play-b)f—P‘m?v over the Phohe so he could
kind of experience it that way.

WOW! LOOK, AT THE 5@
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T did my best o keep vp with what was going on
on the screen, but to be honest with YOU; Tm
not sure if Rowlr.)( was getting the full effect.

WHUP! HA HA!
I WAS RIGHT! <
IT WAS

FUNNY. J o
| [2]

——

Iuesdné
Well, wle?r's srouhdfhs is {ihally over, and Just

in time for Halloween, too. T went up to his
house to check out his costume, and T have 4o
admit, Tm a little Jenlous.

Raw'ntyls Mom 30'1' him +his khish‘f costume +hat's
WAY cooler than his costume from last year.
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His kr&ah-\‘ outfit came with a helmet and a shield
and a real sword and EVERYTHING.

SIS
.

Tve never had a s+ore*{>oush+ costume before.
T still havent 'Fl'sure& ouvt what T'm gonha go as
‘omorrow hish'i' , so Ll Pr‘obabiy Juﬁ +hrow
samrl‘hihﬂ +ose.+l'\er at the last minvte. T ﬁsure
mybe gl brEha back the Toilet PaPer Mumr-?! again.

But 1 'H\ihk it's suPPasec{ 1o ramn tomorrow
hish'h so “I"'m‘l' mish‘f not be the smartest choice.
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Th +he Pas-i' few 7’:&1"5, +he grown-ups n r-.f
miﬂhbar}\m& 1’1dNe been 50.-.']-h'h5 cr‘nhk)( about

my lame costumes, and T m starting to +think it's
ac-hm”?e Eavihg an effect on the amount of Edhd?f
ITm brihﬁihs n.

But T don't really have time +o put together a
Soo& costume, because Trmin charse of ?!dhhihs
out the best route for me and Ruwlcy +o +ake
tomorrow hight.

This yedr TVe come vp with 4 F'dh +hat'll get us
at least twice the cahd?r we scored last )/emr.
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Halloween
Abou-'r an hour before we were SU??GSEJ +o start

-l'rick*or*'!'r‘ecrﬁhs 3 I still didn+ ha‘ve a costume.
A+ +hat ?oih-i' T was seriousbl -’r}-\ihi:ihs about
50'.“3 as a cow‘bo?! -For 'ﬂ'\e secahcl yedr in a row.

But then Mom knocked at my door and handed
me a PErn'h: costume, wH‘h ah c?!e Puﬁﬂ\ and a
hook and t\ftry‘ﬂ‘ﬁha.

Rowlay showed vp around 6:30 wearing his
khish'i costume, but it didnt look ANYTHING
like it looked ?fcs-her‘dd;/.

Rowleys mom made all these safe inPrnchh-I's
‘o i, and you couldnt even tell what he was
suP?oseJ to be anymore.
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She <t out a 553 hole in the front of the helmet
so he could see better, and covered him vp in all
this reflective +d.?e. She made him wear his winter
coat uhder‘hen-i'h e:‘\.fﬁ.&r}t-l'}-uh-uaJ and she rc-Pluce& his
sword with a glow stick.

I Sra%ed r-.?J ?i”owltnSt . nh& me dhr_l Rawie;r
started o hta& out. But Mom s-h:r??ed us before
we coulci 3t‘i' out ‘l'l'\e &oar‘.

I WANT YOU TO
TAKE MANNY



Man, T should have known +here was a catch
when Mom gave me +hat costume.

T told Mom there was no WAY we were +dl:§h3
Mahhy with us, because we were aping to hit 152
houses in three hours. And plus, we were going
+o be on Snake Rodd, wl'\ic"\ is Wd?( +oo ddhseraus
for a little kid like Mdhh?(.

T should never have mentioned +hat last PGH‘ A
because the next 'H'\ihs T knew, Mom was telling
Dad he had +o g0 ntohs with us o make sure we
didnt 5+q:' foot outside our heishbor‘l-\oa&. Dad
tried to squirm out of it, but once Mom makes up
her mind, theres no way you can change i+.
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Before we even 3o+ out of our own driveway, we
ran into our ne;shbor Mr. Mitchell and his kid
Jcrcm?t. So of course THEY +n&:3,ed n!ohg wE'ﬂ'\ US.

ﬁdhh7 and Jerem?z wouldnt trick-or-treat at any
houses with s?ook)/ decorations on them, so that
ruled out Pr‘e’H}t much every house on our block.

Dad and Mr. Mitchell started +qlkih5 about
foothall or somﬁh?hs, and chr)r time one of them
wanted to make a point, ﬂ'\e?r'& stop wak.’hs.

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

So we were H-I'-i'.'hs oh|)' about one house r.\.'ery
+we;h+>( minutes.

67



After a cou?le of Nours, Dad and Mr. Mitchell
took the little kids ‘mme.

T was Shd, because that meant me and Rawie7
could take off. M)! Pillowr,dse was almost en?iy,
so T wanted +o make up as much time as ?ossibie.

A litHe while later, Row|ey told me lwe needed a
"?r)‘H)l break.” T made him hold off for another
-Foﬁ7--ﬁ‘1.'c minutes. But b?r the time we got to my
3rd.mrwq‘s house, it was PreH)l clear that if T didnt
le+ ROM:)! use the bathroom, i+ was genna get r-f_':s}(

So T +old Rowle;z if he wasn+ back outside in
one mnute, I was gonna start }1&|?Sh3 m75:|-F 1o
3n|'5 cuhd}r.




After that, we headed back out on the road.
But i+ was cﬂr‘end’ 10:30, and T guess that's

when mos+ grown-ups decide Halloween is over.

You can kind of +ell becavse +hat's when 'H\n:f
start coming +o the door in their ?aJamns and
Si\'ihs ?mu the evil E?(E..

We decided 4o head home. We made up o lot of
time after Dad and Mahhy left+, so T was Pr‘eﬁy
satisfied with how much ccthd); we took in.

When we were hulfwu?a home, +his Piltku? +ruck
came rodring down the street with a bunch of
}‘n&h school kids in i+.
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The kid in the back was hauihg a fire erl’ihguisl\cr,
and when the truck Passed 57 us, he oPehacI fire.

T have o give Rowle;; credit, because he blocked
about 95% of +he water with his shield. And if
he hadnt done +hat, all our cah&)f would have

Soﬁeh soaked.

When the truck drove away, T ?ml'.eé out sorv.eﬂxihs
that T resrcﬂr_& about two seconds later.
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The driver slammed on +he brakes and he turned
his +ruck around. Me and Rowley started ruhhing,
but +hose guys were ris}w"l' on our heels.

The oh'|7 place T could think of that was safe
was Grammas house, so we cut H\rouah a cou?le
5nck7urds ‘o 3c+ there. Gramma was in bed
aiready, but T knew she keePs a kef under 'H\:
mat on her front porch.

Once we got inside, T looked out +he window to see
-onse 3 }\dci {o“owea us, dhcl sure e'r-.ou.a"\ :

-H\e did. % tried 1o trick them into ied.'u'ihs, but

-ﬂ\e?r wouldh+ Bucisc.

o’ WELL, T GUESS NOW

i THAT WE'RE SAFE IN
OUR OWN HOUSE,

YOU CANT GET US!

i



After a while, we realized the teenagers were
Saihﬂ to wait us out, so we decided we were Jus+
gonna have +o s?eh& +he rish-t at Grammas.
That's when we started 35:++Eh5 cnn:f:?; " mctkihs
mohke?( hoises at+ +he +eehn3er5 and whatnot.

Well, at least T was making nohke?ﬂ noises.
Row!z?r was kind of makihﬂ owl noises, but T

guess it was the same 3ehcrni idea.

OOH OOH!
ek EbEt

T called Mom to tell her we were going to crash
at Gramma's for the hialh-l-. But Mom sounded
really mad on the ?Bohe.

She said i+ was a school hish-h and that we had
+to 3&'1' home rish‘l' 'ﬂ\cﬂ' instant. So '1+m+ meant

we were gonnd hn‘v‘c to make a run for i+.



T locked out the window, and this time, T didn+
see the truck. But T knew +hose guys were Hrjihs
somewhere and were J'us+ +r'>(ih5 ‘o zd‘w us out.
So we snuck out the back door, ha??ed over
Grammas -Fehr.e, ah& ran all ‘ﬂ\e wa?t +o 5\’1&':&
Road. T fiﬁured our chances were better +here
because -I'}\ere aren+ uh?( s+ret+|ish+s.

Snake Road is scary thous}\ on its own without
Eav;hs a truckload of teenagers }wh-ﬁhs you
down. Ew.r?r time we Saw a car comihe,, we dove
into the bushes. T+ mustve +aken us a half
hour o g0 100 ?mr&s.




But believe i+ or not, we made i+ all the way
home without Seﬁihs cuus‘\'l'. Neither one of us
let+ our Sunrc} ciowh until we SD‘|' +o m){ Jri\rcwny.

But ris}rl' +hen, there was this awful scream, and

we Saw a l}ig wave of water cornu'hs toward us.
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Man, T 'Forso-‘r ALL about Dad, and we +o+all?'
Pnici +he Price for it.

When me and Raw’le?' got inside, we laid out all
our cahd?! on the kitchen +able.

The onl +Hh35 we could snlwse were d couPEe of
mints that were wru.??e& n tella?ham, and the
toothbrushes Dr. Garrison gave us.

T +hink next Halloween Tl Just s-’ray home and
mooch Ssome Bui‘fer'ﬁhsers from the bowl Mom
ket?s on +a? of *H‘\t refriserﬁar.



NOVEMBER

ursda
On the bus ride into school +o&n)e, we ?nsse& 5};
Gramma's house. T+ got rolled with +oilet paper
las+ his}r’r, which T guess was ho bis SUrPrise.

i

T do feel a little bad, because it looked like i+ was
gonnha take a |oh5 +ime to clean vp- But on the
bris}rl' side, Gramma is retired, so she ?rabaﬂy
didnt have ah?(-l'}\ihs ?Iuhheci for -h:-&uy anyway.

Wednesda

Tn third period, Mr. Underwood, our Phys Ed
teacher, announced +hat +he 50)!5 will be &o[hs a
wres+|ih3 unit for the next six weeks.
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TF theres one H\Fhs most bo?fs in my school are
into, its Profassianul wres-tlina. So Mr.
Underwood mi&hi’ as well have set off a bomb.

Lunch comes ri&'n*l' after Phys Ed, and the

cafeteria was a com?lt‘t’t madhouse.

T dont know what the school is thinking having

a wres-HihS uhit.

But T decided if T dont want +o get twisted
into o pretzel for +the next month and a half, Td
better do m?r homework on +his wresﬂihs business.



So T rented a tou?lt of video games o learn
some moves. And you know what? After a while,
T was rcn||)r starting to get +he l\cms of it

Tn -Fu.c-l', the other kids in my class had better
look out, because if T kee? +Ki5 up, T could be o
real threat. N
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Tl'\t'n nsnih, T better make sure T dont do
TOO sood. 'ﬂ\is kid named Preston Mudd 3o+
named Athlete of the Month for b&ihs +he best
Pld?‘f.l." in the basketball unit, so -I+\37 put his
Pic-l'urc up in +he hni'uwa?r.

P. Mudd
2}

Athlete of the

L_ Month I

T+ +ook \J&a?k about five seconds to realize how
i Hu&cl“ StJuhclecl wheh 7ou Sd;& it out |uucl,

and after that, i+ was all over for Preston.




ursdd
\«‘t“, I. -Fauh& out ‘l‘oddy 'H\-:rl' -Hwe klh& of wr&sﬂihs
Mr. Underwood is +enchih5 is COMPLETELY
different from -ﬂ-\e kind -|+\e?' do on TV.

First of all, we have to wear these +l'\ih35 called
"sihsle‘l'sin which look like 'H‘\ﬂSt bd'ﬂ\ih& suits
+he.)z used to wear in the 1800s.

£ )

Ahd second of all, 'ﬂ\ert are no Pilc drivers or
Biﬂihﬂ PeaPle over +he heads with chairs or
ahr-l'hiha like that.

T\-\er‘c's not even d rihs with ropes around it.
T+ Juﬁ bas[cully a swr.a+7 mat that smells like
its never been washe& be{ore.
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Mr. Underwood started Gskiha for volunteers so
he could demonstrate some wres-Hihs holds, but
there was no way T was going to raise my hand.

Me and Row]c?( tried 4o hide out in the back of
'H-..e 37#1 near -l.']n: curtamn, bu-l.' -I'hn-l"s w}\ere -l'hc
girls were do&hs their 3)fhhd5‘h'c.5 uhit.

AN
-

We 3°+ out of there in a hurry, and we went
deck ‘o w\\er‘e -l’)ne rest of +}qe 3”)'5 were.

Mr. Uh&emoo& Sihslt& me out, Pf‘obdbl?‘ because
T'm +he lish'fes"r kid in the class, and he could
+oss me around without straining himself. He
showed eVer?rboJPl how to do all +hese ‘I']nihss
called a "half nelson” and a “reversal” and a
“takedown” and stuff like that.



When he was ..J:o.'hs this one move called the
"f[remdh]s carr ,“ I felt a breeze clowh {Jelow,
and T could +ell my singlet wash + doihs a goacl
Job kee?ihs me covered up-

That's when T +thanked my lucky stars the
girls were on the other side of the gym

Mr. Underwood divided us up into weish-l' groups.
T was Pr:'H-)r ‘“PP}' about that at firﬁ,
because i+ meant T wasn+ going o have +o
wresHe kids like Behhy Wells, who can 'I)ehc}x-?ress
250 Pnuh&s.
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But then T found out who T DID have 4o wrestle,

and T would have traded for Behr-.y Wells in a
henr-k'bea'l'.

GREG, YOU'LL BE
PATRED UP WITH
FREGLEY HERE.

Fres':e)( was +he uhi)i kid ||'3h+ ermush to be in my
weiah'? class. And a?Pareh-t"l?e Freshr was ?ayihs
attention when Mr. Underwood was giving
instructions, because he Pihhec] me &Very wh’ch wn?'
yov could imagine. T spent my seventh ?erfod
getting WAY more familiar with 'F'res!e)( than T

ever wanted to be.
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vesga
—ﬂ\is wres+|ih3 unit }\as +o+d||y 'h:rhed our 5chm|
uPsidc down. Now kids are wrestling in +he hqllways,
in -Hwe. classrooms, 70"' name i+. But ‘H‘\e fifteen
minutes after lunch where -H-\e?e let us outside is
the worst.

You cant walk five feet without ‘I'riFPihs over a
couple of kids going ot it. T just try to keep

my distance. And mark my words, one of these
fools is going o roll rish'i' onto the Cheese and
start the Cheese Téuc}x all over agnih.
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‘I"‘\r other bis ?roblern is that T have to wrestle
Frc5|ey r.‘fer)' sih3|t day. But this morhing T
realized soma-ﬂ\r‘hs. T T can move out of
Fresier's wziah-l' class, T won® have o wrestle
him uh?tmort.

So +o&a>r, T stuffed my clothes with a bunch of
socks and shirts +o se-l' m?'sd-f into the hext
wcis}\-l' class.

But T was still 4oo iiﬂ}rl' +o move vp-

T realized T was gonna have +o gan weis}x"r for
real. At first T thought T should Just start
lon&[hs up oh Juhk -Foo&, but 'H\th I hacl a mucl\
better idea.
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T decided o gain my weight in MUSCLE, rot fat.

Tve never been all that interested in getting in
s}\m?t before, but this wres-l'lihs unit has made me
rethink +hih35.

s ﬁsure ¥ T bulk up how, + could nc-l*uall)r come
n hahcl)( down the road.

The football unit is coming in the spring, and
'i'he)' s?lH' the teams up into shirts and skins.
And T ALWAYS get put on skins.

T +hink ‘H’\f.?' do that to make all the au-l'-oF-s}mPe
kids feel ashamed of themselves.
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T T can chk on some muscle now, i+l be a

w}no\e different S'I'ar‘)f next APril.

Té:'rﬁs}vl‘, after &ihhtr, I 30‘!‘ Mom and Dad
+ose+her and told +them rﬁ?z ?|dh. T 4old them T
was 3oih3 +o need some serious exercise aqu;?nth-i',

nh& Some weis}'\'f-snih Pa’wcler, too0.

T showed +hem some muscle mnscuzihe.s T 3°+ at
+he store so -H'\ey could see how r’i??e& T was
going to be.
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Mom didnt really say anything at first, but Dad
was ?FE“""?’ eh-'l'Jnusins'ﬁc. I -Hnihk he. was J'—'5+
3Ia& T Nad a chnhﬁe of heart from how T used
1o be when T was a kid—

IF YOU WORK
OUT REGULARLY,
YOU CAN GET

BIG MUSCLES!

MUSCLES
ARE
GROSS!

But Mom said if T wanted a we:’sh-l' set, T was
going to have o prove that T could stick with
ah exercise regimen. She said T could do that 5?r
doihs sH'-u?s and Jum?ihs Jncl:s for two weeks.

T Kad 1o e:cPhnih +hat the ah|?r way to get
'I'o+nﬂ?l bulked vp s to 3e+ the kind of hi&h-i‘ec}'\
machines 'I'htf Kave at +he 5}’"" but Mom didnt
want to hear it.
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Then Dad said if T wanted a bench press, T
slnauH km:? m;( 'Fl'hsers craSSet} -Far Chr‘i?‘l‘nas.

But C\\riS‘I'nas is a month and a half away. And
T Se'{' ?ihhed 57 Fresit)r one more time, L m

gohha have a nervous breakdown.

So it looks like Mom and Dad arent going to be
an }\E\P. Ahd 'H\n'f means I*m aoiha o hq'u'e to
‘l‘nle matters into my‘ owh hdhds, as uvsval.
Sa'hardd?[

T covldnt wait o start my weight-training
program ‘i'ociay. E.‘vth 1’}\01:31‘\ Mom wouldn+ let
me get +he equipment T needed, T wasnt goihg
to let that hold me back.
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So T went into the fridse and er-.?+.'ecl out the
milk nhd orange Juice nh& 'Fi“e& ‘H\t JUSS wi‘H\
sand. Then I -I'aPeci them 4o a brmmﬁick, and
T had mysdf a ?r‘e*l-!‘)/ decent barbell.

After +hat, T made a bench press out of an
iruhihs board and some boxes. Once T }mcl +hat

all set, T was ren&7 to do some serious |5-F‘1'ih3.

T needed a sFa-l-Hhs qu'hnzr} so L called
Raw!ay. And when he showed vp ot my door
weun'hs some ridiculous 3z+uP, T knew T made
a mistake inviting him.
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T made Rawle); use the bench press first, msﬂy
becavse T wanted to see if the broomstick was
going to hold up-

He did about five reps, and he was redcl?l to
quit, but T wouldnt let+ him. That's what a
3.::0& +raihih3 ?ar-l‘her is tor, to ?uslw )’0“
Be)(ohd yaur limits.

FIFTEEN MORE!
COME ON!

T knew Row\e?r wasn+ going to be as serious
about wei‘gh'i‘ iiH‘ihs as L was, So I decided +o
+r7 out an e.:Perimeh‘i‘ +o +est his dedication.

Ih “H\t r"uicl&|e of Rnwityfls set, I went and 50+
+his P]nah?z nose and mustache Rodrick has in his

Juhk dr‘awer’.

L]



And right when Rowley had the barbell in the
“down ?osH*iah, T leaned over and looked at him.

Sure ehoush , Rowlef TOTALLY lost his
concentration. He couldn+ even get the barbell
off his chest. T +hou3h+ about helPihs him out,
but +hen T realized +hat if Rowic;/ didn% aet
serious about warkihs out, he was never going to

get o my level.

2 1 tveh-l'ud.ﬂy had o rescue him, because he started
{:i-l'.'ha the milk Jug to let the sand leak out.
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After P\owle;?f got off the bench press, it was
+ime for n?l set. Put Rowlr.?r said he didnt feel

like workiha out anymore, and he went home.

You khaw, $ 1 fiﬂurt& hed P“” sor-\e-ﬂ\.'ns like +hat.
But T guess c(ou cant e:xPe:t‘t‘ e\*eryohe +o have
the same kind of dedication as ?‘ou.

Wedhesda

'Eda.y n GeoaraPh?v we }m& a quiz, and T have
to say TVe been Iaokihg forward to this one for
a \o’ns time.

The quiz was oh state cn?i+n|s, and T sit in
the back of the room, riah-f hext to this aiah'l‘
map of the United States. All the ca?i+n|s are
written in bis red Pn'h+_. So I knew I had +his
one in the bas.
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But r53}\+ before +he test got started, Pa-H)«
Fn!’l‘eu ?iPecl vp from ‘H\e front D'F ‘H\t room.

TEACHER!
TEACHER!

PcrH?f told Mr. Tra +hat he should cover up +he
United S+ates map before we got started.

So ﬂ\dhks +o Pcﬂ*l')(, I c'nc]eci up ﬂuhkihs ‘i"'w:
quiz. And T will Jenfihi-l‘el)t be laokiha for a way
to P“}" her back for that one.
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ursga

'Eahish'i' Mom came vp to r-n7 room, and she had a

-ﬂ?rer in her hand. As soon as T saw i+, T knew
EXACTLY whcﬁ it was.

T+ was an announcement that the school is ha\f.‘hﬂ
‘|'t’?fou+s for a winter ?ln}(. Man, T should have
thrown that 'l'hihs ovt when T saw it on the
kitchen +able.

T BEGGED her not +o make me sigh up- 'ﬂ\ose
school ?lurs are a\wazs musicals, and the last

‘H\ihs I hee& 15 o have o Sihs a solo in front
of the whole school.

But all my l}egaihﬁ seemed to do was make Mom
more sure I shouH do it.
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Mom said the o'nlr way T was going +o be
“well-rounded’ was b?' +r7ih3 different -Hwihﬂs.

Dacl came N my room to see w}wd' was Soihs on.
T +old Dad that Mom was mnkihs me Sigh up for
the school ?':u)a, and that if T had to start
going to ?'my practices, it would -l'o-l‘all?r mess up
my weis]'\'f-'ri-F-’rih& schedule.

T knew that would make Dad take my side. Dad
and Mom ar‘gue& for a few minutes, but Dad was

ho r-:a‘l'ch for Mom.

Se -ﬂ'\rt' means tomorrow 'I:'\'e: 30"!‘ ‘o nu&iﬂl'&oh

for +he school ?lar.

Frigla;,[

'ﬂ\e: ?|u7 'ﬂ-,e):re &oihs -I-his ?'car‘ 1S "'T'nc wiznr&
of 0z." A lot of kids came wearing costumes for
+he Pur-fs -Hwe)z were ﬁ)ﬂihs out for.
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'] " -
TVe never even seen the moVie, so for me, i+

was like wn'lkihs into a Frenk S}\uw.

Mrs. Norton, the music director, made everyohe
sing "H)( Couh‘fr}r "Tis of Thee" so she could hear
our sihsihs voices. 1 did my sfhsiha outs with
a bunch of other ‘]Jo?fs whose moms made them
come, too. I tried to sing as quie-'Hy as ?assil:ole:,
but of course T 9ot sihs'.ed out, d.hywa?r.
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1 have no idea what a "s::?rnna“ S, but from
the way some of the sFrls were 3'.35!'-“3 , T knew
i+ wasnt a 500& +Hh3.

T outs went on forever. 'ﬂ\e srah& finale came
with avditions for Doro-fhy, who T quess is the
lead c%arac*tr in the Flny.

T thought about trying out for the part of the
Witch, becavse T heard that in the Pl")" +he
Witch does all sorts of mean +\-\ih55 ‘o Doro‘l‘hy.

But then Somebady told me +there’s a Good Witch
and a Bad Witch, and with my luck, T'd end vp
SeHihs Pick:& to be the Soo!

one.
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Mongda

I was hoPEhs Mrs. Norton would Ju$+ cwt me from
the ?'m?r , but +oc{n}e she said that evcryone who
tried out is going o get a part. So lucky re.

Mrs. Norton showed "T'f\e Wizard of Oz movie
So everyone would know the s*h::ry. T was ‘h’?/i'ns
to -Fisurc out what Pnﬁ' T should ?!d?f, but
?re-H'y much e\rzry character has 4o sing or dance
at one ?othr or another. But about halfwa
'H'\rous'n the moVie, T fisur‘cr} out what ?nr+ i &
wanted +o Sigh up for. T'm going to sigh vp to
be a Tree, because 1) they don+t have +o sihs
and 2) 1'][\:7 5¢+ to bean Doro'l'}\?' with dPPllE.S.
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Ge‘H'ihﬂ to peg Pn-l"l')r Farrell with n??les in
'Frah‘l' a'F a live nu&iehce w.ouH be m dr'tdrn come
tree. T may ndunﬂy have to thank Mom for
mnkihg me do this P|ny once its all over.

After the movie ended, T sfshecl vp 1o be a Tree.
Uh-For-i'uhn-‘I'e\)r , a bunch of other quys had +he
same idea as me , So T guess there are a lot of

9uys who have a bone +o ?ick with Pn'H')r Farrell.

\ﬁlgglhesdn}(

Well, like Mom qlwa)/s says, be careful what you
wis)n for. I 3a+ Pickc& to be a Tree, but
dont know if that's such a Saod +3n|'hs. The
Tree costumes don+ aduﬂ‘l?f have arm holes, so

3 guess +hat rules out a.h?t q?ﬂe-'ﬁ\rowihs.




T should Probnb\y feel l“d:'f that T got a
SPeakihs part at all. 'ﬂ'\er had +oo muhy kids
+r;fs'h3 ouvt, and not ehouah roles, so -H\c)( Nad
4o start mnkih& up char‘uc*l'ers.

P\oc{hey James 4ried out to be the Tin Man, but
he 30‘1' stuck with ‘beiha the Shrub.

riga
Remember how T said T was |uck?/ to get a
s?enhh‘g Pnr-l'? Well, +Ddd.?f T found ot T oh|7
have one line in the whole ?|n>(. T sa{' i+ when
Daro'ﬂ-\)( Picks an nPPle off my branch.
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‘ﬂm-l' means I have 4o 90 40 a +wo-hour Prnr:l'ice
e'w:r?( :}aj JUS'I’ S0 1 can Sn\7 ohe S'h..-?icl word.

Lm starting o think Rodney James got a better
deal as +he Shrub. He found a way to sheak a
video game into his costume, and T'll bet+ that
reuﬂr makes the time 90 b?f

So how 1. m +r>'ih3 +o +hihk of wa?rs to 3a+ Mrs.
Norton 4o kick me out of the ?]""}" But when
you ah‘y have one word +o say, i+'s renll?r hard +o

mess up 7our lines.
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DECEMBER

ursga

The ?hy is oh'uy a cau?|e of Ad}fs away, and T
have no idea how were going to Pu" +his +hh3 off.

First of all, hobocl;/ has bothered 4o learn +heir
lines, and +]na+*5 all Mrs. Norton's faul+.

During rehearsal, Mrs. Norton wh.‘sFers everyoh:’s
lines 4o +hem from +he side of the stage.

I GET THAT
----- YOU RE PRETTY

"ILLGET \
' YOU, MY !
-.PRETTY' ,
'i\.__'_-___‘.rv |
f: '%"‘x MNoow \\

I 'u.'ahc}tr‘ }\aw i+'s ﬂa'hf'} +to 90 hext Jﬁ:tsdny
when Mrs. Norton is srl“hhs at her ?mha +hr-|7
feet awd?!

-
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Ahoﬂ'\tr‘ -l'}\ihs that's screwihs ﬂery-ﬂwihs vp IS
'H'\d‘l” Mrs. Norton kee?s n&dih& hew Scehes nhcl

new c'narnc-i"ers.

Yesterday, she brought in this first-grager o
Pla); Dnro*l'hy‘s 303, Toto. But +oc|my, +he kid's
mom came in ahci s-m'd she wuh'i'ecl her chil& +to
walk :lrouh& oh two |e35, because crnwlihs arouhci
on all fours would be too “degrading.”

e

So how we Ve got a 405 that's gohha be w:u”:i'ns
around on his hind tess for +he whole show.

But the worst c%nhgc is that Mrs. Norton qc-l*un“y
wrote a So‘n& *t']nﬂ‘l' vs 1REES 1'\&‘.*1: 4o sihs.
She said e‘fer?!ahe “deserves” a chance +o sing

n the ?]n?f.
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Se +o&a>; we spent an hour Ienmins +he wors+t
song ‘ﬂm'{‘ls ever been written.

Thank God Rodrick wont be in the audience 4o

see me humiliate nyseﬂf. Mrs. Norton said +the

Ph: is going o be a “semiformal occasion,” and
{hnw there's no way Rodrick is going to wear

a tie for a middle school ?Iay.

But ‘1‘0&47 wash+ all bn:}. "E:uwul"d +\\c end of
Prac'ﬁct j Arcl\ic Ke"7 +r EP?EJ oVer Ro&he;( James
and thi??e& his +ooth because he couldnt stick
his arms out to break his {all.
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So the Soocl news s, *l"heylre le++|'h3 us Trees
carve out arm “\D'ts for -l‘}\e ?er{ormnhce.

vesSca
“Toright was the big school production of “The Wizard
of 0z." The first sign +hat -thihgs were hot going to
g well hu?PcheJ before the ?ln)r even started.

T was ?eek;ns +]nrou3‘\
'H'\e. curtain to c}\eck out
how many Peo?le showed
vp to see the ?1:\7, and
guess wha was S‘t'ahdihs
right vp front? My

brother Ro&rick, wenr.'h3

a cliP—ah +e.
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He must have found ot T was Singing, and he
couHh“i‘ resist '!')ne c]\nhce Yo See me Emburrnss m;lSal-F.

The ?lu)r was Su?Fosec] to start at 8:00, but it got
cl»e|o.7e& because Roclhey James had stage Fﬁ'ﬁh‘l‘.

You'd 'ﬂaure that someone whose Job it was to sit
on ‘|+\e s+ase and do ho-fh-‘ha could Jus-i' suck it up
for one ?erformdhce. But RadhE)' wouldnt budse,
and E\'eh‘hra")', his mom had to r.urr?z him off.

e

T]ne. P]a?( fihn“?f 30'1' started around 8:30.
Nobo&‘y could remember their lines, JUS*I' like T
Pred.‘dcd, but Mrs. Norton kePJI' -l'h'has moVing
along with her piaho.
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'ﬂ\e kid who ?In?'er_l. 'T;:'l'o br‘ous}\‘l' a stool and a
Pi'.e of comic books onto the S'fas:, nhclr +‘hn+
-I'o'l'all?r ruined the whole "dogﬂ effect.

\Nn\eh it was time for 'ﬂwe forest scene, me and
'H-\e o*f}ner Tree.s ho??e& into our PasHiahs. 'ﬂw.
curtains rose, and when +}\e)« did, T Keard

Mnhhyls Voice.
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Great. T have been able +o lcee? +hat nickname
:{uEe{' for -Fﬁte yenrs, nh& now all o{ +]ne ﬂ:d&eh
the whole town knew it. T could feel about 300
pairs of t?!ebnlls ?oihﬂd my way.

So T did some quick a&—libb;ha and T was able 4o
deflect the embarrassment over to Archie Keﬂy.

But +he ma jor embarrassment was stHll on the
”“7‘ When I. Neard Mrs. Norton ?Iayihs +he

first few bars of “We Three Trees,” T felt my
stomach Jum?.

T looked out at the avdience, and T noticed
Rodrick was hol&ih‘g a Video camera.
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T knew that if T sang the song and Redrick
r'ecarde& it, 1’\& w-oulcl keg? '1'1.'\& ‘hn?e Fare\far' nhd
use it to humiliate me for the rest of my life.

I didnt know what +o &o, so when the time
came o start singing, T just kept my mouth shut.

For a few seconds there, ﬂ\ihas went OK. T
figured that f T didnt technically sing the
sohg, then Rodrick wouldnt have uhf-ﬂwihs +to
hold over rn)/ head. But after a few seconds, the
other Tre:e.s hoticed I wash+ sihths.
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I quess ﬂ'\e?f mustve ﬂ-\aushi' I knew Samt-i'hiha
+hat 'H“f didnt, so 'H‘\e?l s+a?PeJ sihsihs, too.

DO SPY A MAIDEN
§9 FATR AND Sweey,, I

Now the +hree of us were Jus+ 5+nhd;h5 +here 5
not snyih& a word. Mrs. Norton must have
+hou3\'\+ we foraoi' the words o +he song,
because she came over to the side of the stage
and w\\iSPere& '{‘"\e rest of +\'1e lrr‘ics ‘o us.

“\WHILST WE ARE ™

' ROOTED TO OWR

' SPOTS, SHE )

DOTH MOVE ON
 LIGHTER FEET ..

1l "4




The sohg is ah|)/ about three minutes lohs , but
to me i+ felt like an hour and a half. T was Jus+
?r‘n?!ihs 'I'he curtains wouH o clawn So we could
lno? off ﬂ\e s-l'nae.

Thats when T noticed Pa Farrell s+ahc§ih5 in
+he wings. And if looks could kill, us Trees would
be Jead. She Probubl:{ 'ﬂ'\oug}rf we were ruihihﬂ her
chances of making it to Broa&wuy or something.

Seeing Pd‘H}f s-l'qh&iha there reminded me w}\y T
s§5hed vp to be a Tree in the first Pldte.




Pra-H-y soon, the rest of the Trees started
'i')nrowihs nPPles, 4oo. T think Toto even SaJr in
oh -ﬂ\c act.

Somebo&y knocked +he glasses off of 'Pn'H)(’s
head, and one of the lenses broke. Mrs. Norton
had to shut down the Pln?r after that, because
Pd."H‘)f cant see two feet in front of her
without her slasses.

After +the ?lay was over, my \Cqmily went home
-l'osa-l‘\\er. Mom had brauah-l‘ a l:ouriue'i' of flowers,
and T guess 'H\ey were SUP?DSEJ to be for me.
But she ended vp tossing them in the 4rash can
on 'H'\e wa?r out the door.

e Just hoPe +hat tv:r?fohe who came to see the
?lﬂf was as entertained as 1 was.
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\’\IE nesqd
\ﬁ]i:”, if one saa& "f\'\ihs came out of the Piny, s
-ﬂm-l' T don+t have to worry about the HBuH:?r“

rﬁckhnmﬁ dh?'mof'e.

T saw Archie Ke’li)z getting hassled in the haﬂwny
after fifth Periocl *l'o&ay , so it looks like I cah
fihally start to breathe a little easier.

Sunda

With all +his stuff going oh at school, T
havent even had time to think about Christmas.
And i+'s less than +en Jays nwctf.
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Tn fact, +he ah17 *l'Jnihg ﬂ\d‘i’ 'HPPEJ me off
‘{"m‘!' Chris*l'ms was camihﬂ was when Rodrick Pb‘i‘
his wish list up on +he re-Fr.'scrn-for.

L™

a’ . (.8
@o&n‘ck'& Wi&’n ™
Lis+

Fa

1. New clrur.-.s
7. New Van

2. Shrunken head
N b

o (g

1 usuully make a l)is wish list every year, but
this Christmas, all T really want is this video
game called Twisted W‘iznrjl.

Toright Manny was going through the Christmas
cﬁn‘o& , ?icldhs out all the stuff he wants with
a b-’s red marker. Mnhh)' was circling every single
'hs?l in ﬂ\e ca+u|n3. He was even circ|ih3 reu”?r

ex?ehsi*u'e. ‘l'*‘-ihss like a sidh'i' motorized car and
stuff like that.
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So T decided 4o 5+e? in and SE\'E him some 300&
bis-brﬂheﬂp‘ advice.

T told him that if he circled stuff that was
too txPchsiV:, he was 9oing to end up with a
bunch of clothes for Christmas. T said he
should Just Pick three or four medium—?rice&
5i-F+5 so he would end up with a COU?IE of
+)nih35 he ar.-t'un”y wanted.

But of course Mnhhy Jus-i' went back o circhhs
e:\fer?(‘l'}\ihs dsnih. ok guess he'll Jus*t' have +o
learn the hard way.

When T was seven, the ohl?( -I'Jnihs T r‘eqlly
wanted for Christmas was a Barbie Dream Housa.
And NOT becavse T like sirlsl -l'oys_. like
Rodrick said.
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T Jus*i' ﬂ\ouslﬁ it would be a raa\\}( awesome fort
for my +0)' soldiers.

When Mom and Dad saw m;l wish list that ?fear 5
*ﬂ\ey 5°+ n a b'S #31\‘{’ over it. Dad Sdu'& H‘\et‘e was
ho way he was aetting me a dollhouse, but Mom
said it was )neaH'hy for me to "ex?tn'mehi'" with
whatever kind of -h::;(s T wanted 4o P\a?! with.

Believe it or not, Dad dt+Uﬂ'l|7’ won that argument.
Dnd told me +o start rny w.'sh list over and Pn:k
Some mes that were more "d??roPrin-l‘e“ for bo?fs.

But T have a secret wedpon when i+ comes 4o
Christmas. M}{ Uncle Charlie ulwn?fs gets me whatever
T want. T told him T wanted the Parbie Dream
House, nh& }\: sm'& he,& hook me up.



On Christmas, when Uncle Charlie gave me my
3E-F+, it was NOT w%‘m‘l‘ T asked for. Hc mustVve
walked into the +o>¢ store and Picked vp the first
‘l‘hihg he saw that had +he word “Barbie”

on it.

So if fou eVer See a PJC'I'ur‘t of me w}\tre IJr-.
ho|dih3 a Benc"\ Fun Bar’bir_, now at least you
krow the whole s+or)i.

Dad wash+ real ,nd??y w}weh }\e Saw whd‘i' Uncle
Charlie got me. He told me +o either throw it
out or 5EVt it nwa)r +to tlrmn'-})f.

Bt T kep-l' it anyway. And OK, T admit md?fbe
I took it out and P|¢?re& wi"l'% it once or twice.
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‘ﬂ'\d.‘l')s how T ended up in the emersehcy room
two weeks later with a Pihl:‘. Barbie shoe stuck vp
my hose. And believe me, Rodrick has never let

me hear the end of THAT.

ursda
T-::hie,h-l' me and Mom went out o get a 3-'15!' for
+he Givihs Trce at church. ‘ﬂwe Givihs Tree is
busica”y a Secret Santa kind of 'ﬂ'\ihs where you
get a Si‘lf'i' for someone who is hee:b(.

Mom ?Ecke& out a r‘ecl wool sweater for our

Givins Tree 3(.7.

T +4ried 4o +alk Mom into getting somﬂ'\ihs a
lot cooler, like a TV or a slushie machine or
something like that.

119



Because imd&ihe if all )JOU 3o+ on Christmas was

a wool sweater.

T sure our Givihs 'Tree 317 will throw his sweater
in the 4rash, a|ah3 with the ten cans of yar-.s we
sent his way during the “ﬂmnksaivihs Food Drive.

Christmas

When T woke up his morhing and went downstairs,
there were about a million 3:’1{'?5 under the Christmas
tree. But when T started ‘1"33"“3 around, there
were hur‘di?{ any 3:'-Hs with my hame oh +hem.
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But Mqhhy made out like a bandit. He got EVERY
Sih&‘e Jr]nr'hs }\e cir‘dec{ in ﬂ\e ca.‘l“nlas, no lie. So
T bet \he's 3'1:\& he didnt listen o me.

T did fird a touP’Ie. *t‘)nihas with my hame onh
-I-hem, bu+t -H\ef were mas+'=7 books uhd socks and
stuff like that.

T aPchecl m?; 3%{‘[’5 n ‘H‘\E corner behind ‘ﬂ\e
couch, because T don+t like openhing Sif-‘l's hear
Dad. Whenever someone opens a Si-l':'f , Dad Swoops
ra'sh-f in and cleans up after +them.

— L _-—..\
(f_
Q,\?

../D--..‘;q\

: @
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T gave Mdhhy a +o>( }\tlimPﬁ'er and T gave
Rodrick a book about rock bands. Rodrick gave
me a bao’:, too, but of course he didnt wrap it.
The book he 3°+ me was DPest of Lil Cutie.”
L Cutie” is "l'!\e worst comic in +he newspaper,
and Rodrick knows how much T hate it. T +hink
'1'}“'5 is '1'1’\& -Ifr:rur'i']n Pltdr N a row IJV: 30‘H’th d
"Ll Cutie" book from him.

il gave Mom and Dad their 31"F+s. 53 get +hem

ﬂ\& Same k;n& of *H\ihs a\rery )‘Edr 5 but ?arahﬂ
eat that stuff up.
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The rest of the relatives started s)nowiha up
around 11:00, and Uncle Charlie came at noon.

Uncle Charlie br'aush'f a 55_5 trash bqa foll of
Siﬂs, and he Pullecl oy present out of the top
of the bna.

Tl’\t Pncknaa was the exact ris}x‘l' size and s}-\n?e
to be a Twisted Wizard game, $o T knew Uncle
Charlie came -t'hroush for me. Mom got the camera
reaci)r and 1 tore open my 3:'&.




But i+ was Just an 8 x 10 picture of Uncle Charlie.

—

T guess T didn't do 5004 Job of )niclihs N)f
&isu??oih‘l'neh-l', and Mom got mad. All T can say
is, I'm Siﬂ& T'm still a kid, becavse if T had
to act }m??)’ about the kinds of 35@1‘5 grown-ups

5&"!’, I Jahq' ﬂ\ihl’. T. could Pu” it off.
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'I: went up to rqy room +o take a break for a
while. A quie minutes later, Dad knocked on my
door. He told me he had my SSH for me out in
the garage, and the reason it was out there was
because i+ was oo bi3 ‘o wrap.

And when T walked down 4o +he garage, +here

was a brand-new weia}ﬁ set.




ﬂ\d‘i‘ H‘sihﬂ must have cost a fortune. T didn+
have the heart 4o +ell Dad +hat T kind of lost
interest in the whole wai&h*l--ti-ﬁ'ihg +hih3 when
the wresﬂihs unit ended last week. So I‘jus-t
said thanks" instead.

T think Dad was expecting me to dro? down and
start &oihs Some reps or sonei'hihs, bt T Ju5+
excused mysequ and went back inside.

At about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out.

T was sitting on the couch wu-}chihg Mahr\?( ?lny
with his -I'ays, -F&e“ha ?re.‘HV sorry for r-?(se”.
'ﬂ'\eh Mom came up o me and Sai 'ﬂ‘\d‘t’ she
found a séﬁ' b&\'\ihd 'ﬂ'\e Pinho wi'ﬂ'\ rn)( name on
i+, and i+ said, “From Santa.”
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The box was wa;f ‘oo bis for Twisted Wizard, but
Mom ?ulled the same ”bis box" trick on me last
)/ear w}-\eh s\\e 3o+ me d r'-'remr)f card for r'?'
video game syshm.

So T ri??ed open the ?acknse and Pulle& out my
present. Ohlr this wasnt Twisted Wizard,

either. T+ was a giant red wool sweater.

At first T +hau3h+ Mom was P|n7’5h3 some
kind of Pracﬁcdl Joke on me, because this
sweater was the same kind we bausl\‘l' for our

Gr‘\fiha Tree 507

But Mom seemed prefty confused, too. She said
she DID bu?’ me a Video game, and that she had
ho idea wha"l' "l'}\e sweater was doihs n n?r box.



And then T -Fisured i+ ouvt. T +old Mom 'ﬂ'\ere
must kn‘ve beeh some kihcl o{ mh:-u? , nhcl I sa-l'
+)nc Givihs Tr:e Suyjs 3;1%, and he 301‘ mine.

Mom suid she use& 'H'\e same kihcl a-F wraPPihs
paper for bo-ﬂn of our si'Hs, S0 sl-\e must Ve
written the wrong hames oh the +a35.

But then Mom said that this was reall;r a 500&
'{'%ihs , because the Givihs Tree guy was ?rabnbly
raa”)« \‘mPPy he got such a great SE-H'.
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T Kad +o explain +hat you heed a game sfs‘i-em
and a 1V 4o P‘“}’ Twis-!fed Wiznr’&, so the game

was -l'a-’rqll}e useless 1o him.

.
#

E‘veh 'i'}\oush r-?f Clnr.‘s-fmas was nhot saihs -I'}wr?

great, T'm sure it was going a whole lot worse

for the Givihs Tre.e 51.?(.

T kind of decided 4o +hrow in +the towel for +his
Christmas, and T headed vp to Rawlefs house.
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1 -Fnrao+ to get a 3i1f+ for Rawle?', so L just
s]nFPecl a bow on 'H'\e "L\l Cutie” book
Radr?ck gave me.

And that seemed +o do the +rick.

Rowlefs parents have a lot of mnhe)(, so T can
nlwa;fs count on them for a Soacl SH"-I'.

But Row|e?{ said that this year he Picke& out r\n}r
shc-l‘ himself. Then he br‘nush-l' me outside to show

me what it was.
From the way Rnwley was F;;Piha his present, 1

'I'haus)n'!' he must have 30Hch me a bis-—szreth
TV or a mo+arc7c|t or s:-mt‘l'}\iha.
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But once again, T let my 1‘\0?&5 get too ]nish.

o—_

¢

FHINN

Rowh?e got me a Bis Wheel. T guess T would
have -l‘}\ough"l' this was a cool sif'l' when I was in
the third grade, but T have no idea what Tm

SUFPose& +o do with one now.

Rowley was So enthusiastic about it that I tried
my best to act like T was hd??}’ """‘?’W“y-

LI l!
j 'u" = =t
|

We went back inside, and Rowley showed me his
Christmas loot.



He sure 3o+ a lot more stuff than T did. He
even got Twisted Wizard, so at least T can ?lay
it when I come up to his House. ﬂ‘\crl' is, until
Ruwhfs dad finds out how violent it is.

And boy, you have never seen someone as happy as
Rowley with his “Lil Cutie” book. His mom snicr T
Wwas "I'Ze ah'.); -!'Hhs on his list that he didnt get.

Well, T'm 51.&& SOMEONE got what 'H\ey
wanhted +oda)r.




New Year's Lve
Th case >mujrr. woh&erihs what Tm doihg in m>f room

at 9:00 p-m. on New Years Eve, let me {il ye in.

Earlier ‘h:nday, me and Mnhh?' were \'\ors.iha around in
the basement. T found a -Hh)( black ball of thread
on the carpet, and T +old Mdhh)r it was a s?;dcr.

Then T held i+ over him Pre-fehciihs like T was
3aih3 to make him eat it.

SCREAM!
SQUEAL!

Risln*l' when T was about +o let Mdhhy 9o, he
slq??td my hand and made me Jro? the thread.
And guess what? That fool swallowed it.

YAAAAH!

GULP
\

-
(= - T
2
4



Well, Mahh?' com?‘lrh'.ﬁ?( lost his mind. He ran
UPS‘i'u.ir‘S to where Mom was, nh& I knew I was
in 553 ‘l'r‘cublc

{l %3

Manny told Mom T made him eat a Spi der. T
+ol& er -l'}\ere was ho sPlJer, qh& 'H-m-l' it was
Jus-l' a ‘h"n)( ball of +hread.

lwlfb

5N;Fr

Mom braugl'ﬁ Mdhh)l over to the kitchen +able.
'ﬂ‘w.h she Pu‘l‘ a seed , o raisin, and a grape oh a
P'ﬂ‘h’. and +old Mnhh}( +o ?oih'} to the "r)nihs
that was the closest in size 4o the prece of

thread he swallowed.
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‘Mdhh?f took a while to look over the 'H'\ihss on
+he ?ln‘!'t.

'ﬂ\eh he walked over 4o the t‘e{riser‘n-far‘ and
?u“eﬂ out an orange.

)

So thats w}v T got sent 4o bed at 7:00 and
T'm not downstairs wa-’rchih‘g the New Year’s
Eve s?ecial on 1 V.

Liisie

And that's alse why my ahly New Year's
resolution is +o never ?ld‘)’ with Mdhh7 again.
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JANUARY
"N'r. hesga

I ifouhd d wa?( o hd\!’t some fun wiﬂ\ 'H'\c Bis \hﬂ'\ed
Rawk)ﬂ got me for Christmas. T came up with this
game where one 9vy rides down the hill and the
other vy tries to knock him of f with a football.

Rowley was the first one down the hill, and T

was the -l-hrowr:r.

I+'s a lot harder to hit a m\r‘;hs +nr‘3&+ than T
ﬂ*.ous‘\"l'. Plus . I &ic}h"l' s:'f a lot of Pl’ad‘[r.e. I-i‘
+ook Rawlty lke ten mnutes to walk the Big Wheel
back vp the hill after every trip down.
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Rowley ':E,P-’r nskihs +o switch Plnces and have me
be the one who rides the Big Wheel, but T no
fool. That 'H\i'ng was Hﬂihs +Hr+?f-¥iu miles an
haur’, and it di&h'“l' hnw: -ahy brakes.

NO THANKS...
I'™M NOT AS
GOOD AS YOU!

Ah}‘(w‘f‘ T never did knock Rawley off +he Bis
Wheel *h:l&d)(. But T guess T have Sameﬁih& to

work a+ over +}\e rest of Cl\ﬁﬁmns Vacation.

ursda
T was headihg vp to Rowle:y's +ac|n>( ‘o ?h: our
B;s Wheel game agaih, but Mom said T had +o
firush my Christmas 'H‘mhk-){ous before T went
out uhyw%ere.



1 thought T could Jjust crank out my +hdhk7tau
cards in a half Kour, but when i+ came to uc‘fuaﬁy
writing +hem, my mind went blank.

Let me tell fou, +s not t¢:|571 wr.'+='h3 'ﬂ'mhk'-rau
notes for stuff you didgnt want in the first place.

T started with the nonclothes items, becavse T
'ﬂnous‘ﬁ' ﬂ\&}lu be easiest. But after 4wo or
three cards, T realized T was Prdc-ﬁcall)t writing
the same +11ih3 every Yime.

So T wrote vp 4 Seher'nl form on the corn?u-t'er
with blanks for the +Hh35 that needed +o chuhse.
\Jri‘rih‘g +he cards from there was a breeze.
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Dear Aunt Lycl id,

Thank you so much for the awesome en c|nPECIh !
How did you know [ wanted that for Christmas?

I love the way the ehcydo?ediq looks onmy  she|f !

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own

enc?(clof}e&ia X
Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, GI"‘E‘S

My system worked out pretty well for the first
tou?lt of 3-'1{*]'5, but after that, not so much.

Dear Aunt Loretta,

Thank you so much for the awesome ?an*l-s !
How did you know [ wanted that for Christmas?

Ilovethe way the ~ pants  looks on my 1335 !

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own

?a nts

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Grej
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Frida

I_iiaﬂ khacke& Rawh?' D’F‘F ’ﬂ'u'. Bis W}\ee‘ '{'cl&ay,
but it didnt thPch +he way T ex?eded. T was
trying o hit him in the shoulder, but T missed,

and the football went under the front tire.

Rowler tried to break his fall |>7 s+ickih3 out his
arms, but he landed ?re.'H?/ hard on his left
hand. T figured hed just shake i+ off and get
right back on +he bike, but he didnt.

T +4ried to cheer him up, but all the Jokzs +ha+t

u5ud||7 erack him vp weren+ workEns.
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So T knew he must be hurt Fre++?’ bad.

HEY, LOOK AT ME!
I'™M YOUR DAD!
DARR DARR DARR.

N,

ﬂonda;

Christmas vacation is over, and now we're back
at+ school. And Yuu remember Rowhy's Bis Wheel
aciident? Well, he broke his hand, and now he has
{0 wear a cast. Ahc] ‘l'a&a.y F u:'ver?'ohe was crawclihs
around him like he was a hero or samﬂxih&.

YOU POOR
| THING!

P AN

Peids
W .

14



T +ried 4o cash in on some of Rowhfs new

?o?u\uri*f?r, but it +a+u||7 backfired.

At lunch a bunch of 3;‘1"]5 invited Rawley over o
their table so -ﬂxe:?; could FEED him.

What really ticks me off about that is that
Rnw’iey IS rnsliﬂ‘ }mh:led and its his LEFT hah&
*ﬂwd's broken. So hr_ cahn -Feed ]numsr.'if Jus+ {:he
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vesda
I. realized Rawhy‘s thUr?’ ﬂ\ihs IS a Prt'H')(
Sood rncl:c‘l', so T decided it was time for me to
hn‘va ah thury of r--?v owh.

I +ook some gavze from %om, and T wrn??ecl
up rv?' hand to make it look like it was hurt.

IT'S A RAGING
INFECTION CAUSED BY
A SPLINTER THAT WAS
LEFT UNTREATED!

T couldn® ﬁﬂure out w}\y the Sirls weren+

swarming me like -H‘se.?: swarmed Rowlr.y , but then
T realized what the ?ro{:!erﬁ was.

See . -H\e cast s a sr‘tnﬁ‘ aEmm'c.I: because e‘u‘el‘?loht
wants to sign their name on it. But s not cxa.c+\)r
r.us;t to sish gauvze wH'h a pen.
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So T came up with a solution that T ﬂ\ouahi‘

wds Jus+ as 301::1.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
BE THE FIRST ONE
TO SIGN MY
SYMPATHY SHEET?

That idea was a total bust, too. M bnh&dse did
end up attracting attention from a cou?la of

?ea?le, but believe me, -ﬂ-\ey were not the -17?:
of ?EOP\E. T was going for.

CAN I PEEK
AT YOUR

INFECTION?

= %‘ﬁ:




Monda

Last week we started the third quarter at
school, so now T have a whole bunch of new
classes. One of the classes T signed vp for is
Scrmeﬂ\ih_g called IhJePehdeh-f 5+u&?z.

T WANTED +o Sigh vp for Home E.conomics 2,
becavse T was ?re-HV 30:!& at Home Ec 1.

But btih& aaoc{ at 5:wih3 does not exdc'ﬂ)‘ bu?'
you Po?u'mri-ly ponts at school.

ACTUALLY,
HEY, LOOK, ITS AN
GREG HAS A EMBROIDERED

BOOKBAG.

PURSE!

Ah?fw:af A ‘H’\ES T_h&:Peh&eh-f Shdy '1'Hh3 iS dh
ex?erimh’r ‘rlwey’re +r7;h3 out at our Schocﬂ for
the first time.



The idea is that the class gets assiahed a project,
nhd +)neh yau hn\f& ‘o work on it ‘l’osﬁ‘l’hl:r wi‘l'}'\ ho
teacher in the room for the whole quarter.

The catch is that when )mrulr‘e done, r:\.'er‘yohe
in )four grovp gets the same Srn&e. T found ouvt
'H\a-i' Rick?« 'F-'shtr IS in rny class, whic}-\ toul& be
a bis Probiem.

R.ick)('s ’0;3 claim to fame is +hat he'll Picl: +he
gum off the bottom of a desk and chew it if you
pay him +’.,Cr7 cents. So T dont reull)r have 'lnis}\
ha?zs for our final srd&e:.

lr 4 .
Yo
IUES&GF

'T;Jdaf we got our Ih&ePeh&eh-t 5-}1:&7 assighment,
and guess what it is? We have 4o build a robot.

=

A* first e.‘u'er'?rbocly kind of freaked out, because
we '!'hous)n'l' we were going to have 4o build +he

robot from scrn-l'c\-v..
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But Mr. Darnell 4old us we dont have 4o build
an actval robot. We Ju5+ heed +o come vp wi‘l}\
ideas for what our robot r-is}\-l' look like and
what kinds of +hih35 it would be able o do.

Then he lef+ the room, and we were on our owh.

We started brnihﬁurr-ihs risjn'f uwa?(. T wrote
&owh d buhd\ of i&eds on 'H\t ankboar&.

—

Evzr?fbod?f was ?rei-l-y im?ressecl with rn?' ideas,
but i+ was easy to come up with them. All T
did was write down all the 'l'hihss T hate
&ains myselmf.

But a COUPiIE: of the sir'ns got vp o the front of
-H\e room, and -l'hey }ndcl some ideas of -H\r:.'r owh.
‘H-xe)« erased r-v)/ list and drew vp their own P|nh.
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'ﬂ\e?a wanted to invent a robot that would give
,Tou Jn-ﬁha ar.l\n'ce nhd ]nct‘d'e +en ‘|'>J?CS O'F HP 31055
on its fingertips.

-~ i

All us 3”)’5 +hau3h+ this was the s-h.wPEJ:s-'r idea
we ever )nearcl. So we ended vp s?li'H‘ihs into two
groups, sirls and bars. The bors went to the
other side of the room while +he sirls stood
arovnd +n|k.'h5.

Now that we had all the serious workers in one
?hce_, we got to work. Someone had the idea
+hat ?mu cah Sd){ ?tour name to the robot and i+
can sq?! it back +o Pmu.

HiBOB it 1=
VENS 1icE Lo
meet. 20 BOB.,
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But then someone else ?nirﬁ'e& ouvt that you
shouldnt be able to use bad words for 7our
hame, because +the robot shouldnt be able +o
curse. So we &tci&ct] we shauh} come up wi‘ﬂ\ a
list of all the bad words the robot shouldnt be
able +o say.

We came vp wr"ﬂ\ all ‘H‘\e r'e&uhnr’ bac‘ wor&s, but

ﬂ'\eh REck?' Fisher came. vp with +weh‘|7 more ‘H‘\a

rest of us had never even heard before.

So P\ick?f ended vp bei’ns one of the most valuable
contributors on +his FroJed.

Ri&\ﬂ‘ before +he bell rang, Mr. Darnell came
back in ‘I'}\e room to c}\eck oh our progress. Ht
?ickea up +he Piece of paper we were HrH‘ihs on
and read it over.
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To make a long s+or>z short, Ihdt?thdth‘f S*h.-&’y
is canceled for the rest of the yenr‘.

Well, at least it is for us {JO}(S So if the robots
in the future are going around with cher |EF
sh:lss for 'F;nae.rs, at least now you khow how it
all got started.

ursda
Tn school 'I'odn)( *i'he;( had a 3:h=rnl nssemﬂr and
showed the movie "I'i"s Great 4o Pe Me," which
-H-\e?f show us zvery year.

‘ﬂ‘.t movie is all about %ow ?Inu Shou!r_l be thP)/
wi-l'h w}w 70” are cmcl hot c}mhse ahyﬂm’hs
about P/uurse'nf.

150



To be honest with you, T +hink thats a re.a||7
dumb message o be -tellih3 kids, es?eciaﬂy the
onhes at my school.

Later on, 'l'he?{ made ah anhouncement that
there are some openings on +he Sqfe-l)r Patrols,
and ﬂm+ 301‘ me ﬂ\ihkihs.

T4 someone Pitks oh d 5::&17 Pad'ra\, it can 3e+
+lnern 5usPehde&. ‘ﬂ\e wn7 I ﬁsure. it, I can use
nh)f extra ?ro-fe.c'ﬁch T can se-f.

Plus, T realized +hat ma)«bz beEhs in a position
of au*fhorH)« could be sm:l for me.



T went down +oM\>Wihsk);‘s office and sighed
myself vp, and T got Rown'e)f to sigh vp, oo,
l]‘}houah*i' Mr. Nihsk)/ would make us do a
bunch of c]\.’h-u?s orJum?Jhs J'ncks or s::-me-l'h.'hs

+o Prove we were vp for the J'ab, but he J'us-i'
handed us our belts and {:ndaes oh the spo+.




Mr. Wihsky said the openings were for a sPecfn\
assighment. Our school is rﬁs}-\"r next to the
:ierﬁeh-{'ar)l school, and ‘H’mey’\.’c got a hnl-f-‘-&n’y
kih&ersnr‘hh 'H'\err..

He wants us to walk the morning session kids home
in the middle of the dd}‘. T realized that meant
we would miss +weh+)r minutes of PTE+A\3ebrn.
Rawley must have -Fisureé that out, +oo, because
}\e 5"rnr'+i:& to s?eak up. But I gave }\im a wicked
Pihch underneath the desk before he could finish

)nis sentence.

BUT WE
WOULD MISS

T couldnt believe my lck. T was getting instant bull
protection and a free pass from half of Pre-Aiselara,
and T didn+ even have +o lift a ﬂhser.



vesda

'EJ&;{ was our first &ny as SufeJr)f Patrols. Me and
Rowlc): dont +ec3nru'cnl|7 have stations like all the
other Patrols, so that means we dont have 4o stand
out in the 'fr:ez.ihs cold for an hour before school.

But that didnt stop us from coming to the
cafeteria for the free hot chocolate +hc>( hand
out to the other Patrols before homeroom.

Another great perk is that you get to show vp
ten minutes late for first period.




I‘m +el|in3 7‘ou, I’\re 3o+ it made wi'ﬂ'\ -ﬂm‘s
Sn{e'ly Patrol ﬂ'u'hs.

At 12:15, me and Rnw'ne)f left school and walked
the kihdzrsnr-l'hcrs home. The whole trip ate vp
For‘iywﬁw. minutes, and there were only ‘h.rtrﬁ')/
minutes of Pre-A‘sebrn left wheh we 3°+ back.

Walking the kids home was no sweat. But one of
the kﬁh&ersnr“lhers started to smell a litte fuhhy,
and T +hink ma.)d)e he had an accident in his pants.

He 4ried +o let me know about it, but T just
stared s+r¢i3\\+ ahead and ke?-l' wnlkih‘g. T

take these kids home, but believe me, T didnt
sigh vp for nh7 c{inPer du-|-7'
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FEBRUARY
Wednesda
Taclnf it snowed for the first time this winter,
and school was canceled. We were s:..-??usa& to
have a test in Pre-Alsebr‘n , and Lve kind of
slacked off ever since T became a SdrF:‘I';( Patrol.
So T was Ps?zch:d.

T called Row’ley and +told him to come over. Me and
him Kave been "l'ulk?ha about buEHihs +he world's
biggest snowman for the past couple of years how.

And when T say the world’s b;sacﬁ showmah,
T not k;cHEhs. Our Sadl s to get into +he
"Guinness Book of World Records.”
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But every time weve gotten serious about going
for the record, all the snow has melted, and
weve missed our window of o??or'i'uhi?y. So this
year‘, E wanted +o 3c+ started rEsk-l' an)r.

When Rowle)' came over, we started rallihs +he
first snowball to make the base. T ﬂsured the
base was going to have 4o be at least e&ah-f feet
tall on its own if we wanted o have a shot at
breaking the record. But +he snowball got real
)nenvy, and we had to take a bunch of breaks in
between rolls so we could catch our breath.



Dur’Eha one of our breaks , Mom came au+s|'dc ‘o 9o
+o +he Sracery store, but our snowball was block&hs
her car in. So we got a litHe free labor out of her.

After our break, me and Rowley Pus}\ed +hat
showball until we couldnt Pus]h it dh?( farther.

But when we looked behind us, we saw the mess

we }'\d& mnde.
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The snowball had gotten so henvy that i+ tore
up all +he sod Dad had Just laid down this fall.

:]: was ha?ihs it wauH show d few more thwes
and cover up our +rucks, but Ju_ﬂ' like 'Hw'l', it
s+aP?e& smwihg.

QOur ?lnh to build the world’s E’f53¢5+ Showman
was starting to fall q?dr“l'. So T came up with a
better idea for our snowball.

E.‘.rery +ime it snows, the kids from \«Ihﬂey
Street use our hill for slednf}ihs, even -H\ouﬂh +his
isnt their neighborhood.
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So tomorrow morning, when the ‘vJHr'le?i Street
ki&s come ndrcHhs up our Hﬂ, me qh& Row|e7 are
going to teach +hose guys @ lesson.

ursga
When E woke up this morning, the snow was

nlrea&)' starting o melt. So T +old Rowit)/ +o
hurr); up nhd 3&'!‘ down to nf house.

While T was waiting for Row'le)/ to show Up., 1
watched Mdhh){ +r‘7|'h.3 to build a snowman out of
+he Piclc“)( crumbs of snow that were left over
from our snowball.
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T+ was nc-hm“?f kind of ?n-l'heﬁr..

T r'chI?' couldn+ h:i? &m'hs what T did next.
Uhfof“l‘uhn'i'c'ly for me, r‘Eek'i' at that moment,
Dad was at the front window.




Dad was ALREADY mad at me for +Enr‘ih3 vp
the sod, so T knew T was in for 4. T heard the
garage :loor' open nhcl 1: Saw del taﬂihs outside.
He marched n's}\-l‘ out cnrr)/ihs a srow shovel, and T
+hou3\\+ T was going to have to make a run for it.

But Dad was }xm&ihs for ry showball, not me.
And in less +han a minvte, he reduced all our

hard work to nothing. /L_‘




Raw'ley came |>7 a few minutes later. T +3nau3}1+ he
nﬁﬁhﬁ' nc-l‘unlly 3&1’ a kick out of what lnn??tne&.

But T guess he had his heart set on ra|lih3
that snowball down the hill, and he was r:nlly
mad. But get +his: ‘Rowh?' was mad at ME for
what DAD did.

T +old Rawlay he was |>e$h3 a bis baby , and we
got in a shovihs match. Rish"r when it looked like
we were going to get in an all-out ﬂgh-i', we got
ambushed from the street.
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T+ was a hit-and-run 57' +he Whide‘y Street kids.

x ks

And i Mrs. Levine, my Ehalish teacher, was
there, T'm sure she would have said +he whole

situation was ironic.

Wednesda
'Etduy at school ﬂ\ey announced theres an opening
for the cartoonist job in the school paper Theres

only one comic slot, and vp untl row this kid named

Bf)mh LitHe has been hosaihs it all +o himself.
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Br?mh has +his comic called "Wncky Pd.ws," and
wheh T 5-’rnr‘|'e& o-ﬁc , 1t was mﬂun“y ?rE'H')/ 1cuhh>(

But iqﬂly, Br;,fuh’s been using his strip to handle
his Permnai business. T guess +hats wl-\y +he7

gave him ‘I"he axe.
Wacky Dawg

Bryan Little

Hey, Actually,
Wacky I have
Dawg, say Something
somethin' Serious on
FUNNy! My mind

E) f‘%

Susan Lim, if you are reading this,
Bryan is very sorry he kissed your
best friend Rachel behind fKe
lockers. He hopes you can find it in

your heart to forgive him.

P.5. Barry Palmer,
you still owe Bryan
. five dollars, you

Ta\ U

As Soohn as ']: }\enr& -ﬂ'\e news, 'I khew 1' hu& ‘o
+ry out. "Wncky Paw&n made Br)mh Litte a
celeery at our school, and T wanted to 5&+ in
on some of that kind of fame.

T had a taste of what its like 40 be famous at
my school when T won honorable mention in +this

nh+i5makih3 contest ﬂ-\e?r hd&.
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AH T did was race a ?ic-fure from one of
Rodrick’s hea\;r metal msulihes, but iuckil?! , no
out.

DON'T SMOKE OR
you'LL LOOK LIKE ME.
.

one ever foun

The kid who won first ?hce is named Chris

Curhe?(. And what kind of ticks me off is that
Chris smokes at least a Patk of cigarettes a Jay.
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ursgad
Me cl'nd Rowle &ecide& to team vp nh& &a a
cartoon +age+£er. So after school deny he came
over to rn?( }‘muse 3 r.thc! we 5°+ to work.

We {'mhseci out a bunch of characters real
qui:k, but +hat turned out +o be -H'\e ensr
Pnr+. When we tried to +hink up some ‘jokes,
we kind of hit a wall.

T 'Fihnl'l?f came up with a smd solution.

I r-.a&e up o cartoon where ﬂ'\e ?uhd\ line 01':
eUery strip is “Zoo-Wee Mama!”

That way we wouldn+ get bo&:jed down with 'haviha

o write actual Jakes, and we could concentrate on
the ?Ec-fures.
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For the first couple of strips, T did +he writing
and drew the characters, and Ruw|ef drew the

bams nrauhr.‘ ﬂwe Pichurcs.

S+ep on a crack,
brqu YDUI"
momma's back!

Row\ey started cam?lnihihs +hat he didn+ have
enough 1o do, so T let him write a few of the strips.
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But o be honest with ?&:uJ there was 4 PreHy
obvious &r‘aP in qua.“'l‘)« once Rowle?l started AQEHS

1'\14: er+ih3.

T have been
waiting +hree
hours to Qget

Fi nu'llY ! One
hamburﬁer.

P\eqse '

a ‘\umburget‘.

£
-

T 'm sorey, Sir,
we qrer);ll
sold out.

E.Vchi’ua“PJ T 3°+ kind of sick of the "Zoo-Wee
Mama" idea and T Fre-H}r much le+ Rowle?# +ake

over +he whole oPe:r:rHuh.
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And believe i+ or not, Row|e7's er.wihs skills

are worse than his writing skills.

1
Ocu ps L 5+ePPec\

A+ leqs+ H's

"seid puddle,

I+ is an GC‘-

pudd\e

T +old Rawle)' ma}{be we should come vp with
Some new iclens, but he Juer wanted o l:ee?
writing “Zoo-Wee Mamas.” Then he ?acked up
his comics and went home, which was fine 'by me.
T dont rmlly want to be ?nr-t*nere:l up with a
kid who doesnt draw noses, anyway.



riga
After Rawiey lef+ yesﬁr&a?r, T reall got +o work
on Some comics. I came up wH'l'\ ‘I'l’u's c{mrnd'cr cn"ecl

Cre.‘shﬁ-oh the Cretin, and T got on a roll.

CREIGHTON THE CRETIN by Greg HeFﬂePJ

HI, MY NO IT ISN'T.
NAME IS YOUR NAME IS
CREIGHTON. "STEWART PID."

@ 4

OOPS. HI, I'™M
STEW PID.

)

HAR HAR HAR HAR!

55
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T mustve buhsed out ‘I'weh-i'y s‘rriPs, and T
didnt even break a sweat.

1 WONDER WHAT THAT'S NOT A BOX, IT'S A
IS IN THIS CUTE BRICK, YOU DUMB MORON!

LITTLE BOX?

@ €3

OOPS. T HAVE BEEN TRYING
TO OPEN IT ALL DAY.

DOCTOR, COULD I CREIGHTON, I TOLD

HAVE A NEW BUTT? YOU A MILLION TIMES,

MY OLD ONE HAS A EVERYONE'S BUTT HAS
CRACK IN IT. A CRACK IN IT!

Tiwe. great ﬂ\}hﬂ about these ”Crtisl'\-tbh the Cretin
comics is that with all the idiots runhing around my
school, T will NEVER run out of new material.



When T got o school -h::&ay , T ook my comics
+o Mr. Tra's office. He's the teacher who runs
+he school newspaper.

But when T went to turn Mf 5+r£f~s n, T saw
that there was a ?ile of comics from other kids
who were +ryih3 out for the J'nb.

Most of +hem were Pr’eH)f bad, so T wasnt +oo
worried about +he camPﬁHioh.

r_ i 1
g don't walk near eah, youre
GI. r‘5 our Iun(:i’] 1.'3-'0'&, : not EVEH

RULEL tgler green! cutel ..

\ / - -
by tabitha
cg’c’cer and .
lisa russel

[ ha ha ha ha ha

ha ha ha bal girls RULE!
N /

7% | %




Yo dude watc
out for +hat
+c|ephone

gON¢

am Siad
I wore my
helmet

THE END

One of the comics was called "Dumb 'Tenchers,"
and i+ was written by this kid named Bill Tritt.

Bill is alwafs in detention, so T quess he has a
bone to Pick with J'uﬁ about ev:r),' +eac|'|er n -H\r_
school , ihc'ludiha Mr. Tra.
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Se I.Jm hot too worried about 'I'he chances of
Bill's comic getting in, either.

There were dC'}‘Uﬂ“?’ one or two decent comics in
the bin. But I s\i??ed +hem under a Pi|e of
Pa?trwork on Mr. Tra’s desk.

Ho?cfuﬂr, those ones won+ turn vp unil T'm
in h:s}\ SchoaL




ursgd
-‘E:&dy . Jurihs mrhihs anhouhcements, T 30‘}‘
the news T was \\a?ihg for.

AND THE NEW
CARTOONIST FOR THE
SCHOOL PAPER 1IS...

GREG HEFFLEY!

‘ﬂ'\e paper came out -l'aéa?( at lunch time, and
ew_rrohe was rea&ihs it.

T re-:lly wanted +o P.'ck up @ copy +o see my
hame in PrEh-i', but T decided to Jusi' th it cool
for a while instead.
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T_ sat at the end of +he lunch +able so +here
would be ?|e;h'17 of room for me 4o start sighing
nu‘l‘asraP}\s for m?f rew fans. But habocl?‘ wds conihs
over to tell me ]now sr‘ead' rﬁ?‘ comic was, and I
started +o 3e+ +l\: F:r.lihs som:ﬂwihs was wrong.

L srdbbcd a paper and went into the bathroom
to check i+ ovt. And when T saw m7 comic, L
?r'ar.-l'icnlly had a heart attack.

Mr. Tra told me he had made some “minor
edits” 4o m?f comic. L +hou5‘\+ he Jus-f meant he
fixed s?cllihs mistakes and stuff like that, but
he +o+all)f butchered it.

The comic he ruined was one of favorite ones "
too. T the original, Creighton ’Ke Cretin is taking
a math test, and he ncci&eh—l'nﬂy eats i+. And then
the teacher 7&“5 at him for beu'he such a moron.



+he 4ime Mr. Tra was done with i+, you
?r‘dcﬁmﬂf couldn+ recoghize "t as the same 5+r'iP.

Creighton the Curious Student by Gregory Heffley

Teacher, if x + 43 = 89, Creighton, x would be 46!
then what would x be?

Thanks. Kids, if you want to learn
more about math, be sure to visit
Mr. Humphrey during his office

)~ hours. Or visit the library and
check out the newly expanded
Math and Science section!

|
So I’m Pre:‘l-l'y sure T wont be sishihs qu’rosrnPhs

nhy‘h'me Sooh.
nY
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MARCH

\'Jr. hesga
Me and zow¥:y were ch\joyihs our hot chocolate

in the cafeteria with the rest of the Patrols
'i‘o&a)', nhc{ 'ﬂ'\cre was ah anhouncement oh -H'\e

Iou&spenkr.r.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,

REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE @
TMMEDIATELY.

I

Rawle went down to Mr. Wmsk s office, and
when Raw':ey came back fifteen muhu+es later, he
look ed ?r:++>/ shaken vp.

AF?archﬂ?z Mr. NahSk}( got o call from a Pnreh‘l'
who said 'l')ne;; withessed Rnw'uey 'l'zrraruzuhs
-H\c km&er‘sqf"l'hcr‘s whl:‘n i\c was SU??DSE& ‘o be

wq|kih3 'I'lhtn Bome from schooll. Ahd Mr. Wihsk?'
was r:nl\y mad about it.
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Rawhy said Mr. WEhsk?r ye':\a& at him for about

ten minutes and said his actions "JisrcsPcc‘h&

the Joctclae.“

You know, T+ink T mi\g]‘\‘f Ju$+ know what this
is all about. Last week, Rowlzy had 4o take a
quiz duriha fourth Periad, so I walked the

k.‘h&ersnr-fhers Nome on my own.

T+ had rained that morhihs, and there were a
lot of worms on the sidewalk. So T decided +o
}\nve some fun wi-l'}\ -H\t kids.
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But some hﬁﬂ}\borhood l"‘&f saw what T was
Jaihs - and she 7:“:& at me from her front Paﬁ:‘\.

T+ was Mrs. Trvine, who is friends with Rowleyls
mom. She must have -I'*'mug‘ﬁ T was Rowh}(,
becavse T was borrowihs Ns coat. And T wasn+
about to correct her, ti'i'}‘\tr.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
THE PRINCIPAL IS
GOING TO HEAR

T Forso-i' about the whole incident until -h::da;;.

Ah);wq?' ; M. Wihsk?f +old Row':cr h:’s 3aih3 to
have +o aPo}osi?.c to the kihdcr‘sm‘%cr‘s ‘omorrow
morning, and +hat hes suspended from Patrols
for a week.
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T knew T should Probabiy Just tell Mr. W:hsk;/ it
was me who chased the kids with the worms. But
T wasnt rcnd?f to set the record S'l'rﬂlSh'l' Jus-l'
){t‘!‘ I knew if I cohfzss:& Ici lose m?' )na".'
chocolate ?n‘nleses. And that n&h-l' +here was
thauah to make me kcr.P quiet for the +ime l)r.ihs.

A‘f dinner “l'ohish'h Mom could +ell Sornt'i‘]'\ihs
was ba‘!‘hariha me, So she came vp +o rr.?r room
afterward to talk.

T +old her T was in a -h::us}\ situation, and T
didnt know what to do.

T got to give Mom credit for how she handled
it. She didnt ‘l"r' ‘o P and 3&‘!’ all 'ﬂ\e details.
All she said was +}~.n+ gs}wuld try to do the
rush".' 'l'}f\n'wnsJI because it's our c}xn.cr_s that make

us who we are,
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T ﬁsurt that's Pre;-HV decent advice. But T'm still
not 100% sure what L m soi‘ns +o do +omorrow.

ursdd
Well, T was up all hi_g’n‘} tossing and turning
over this Rawhy situation, but T ﬁhai\y made
up m?! m.h:l I &eu&a& "’rhe r.s}ﬂ "I"-u'ns to &o
was o JUS+ le+ Rowky take one for the team
this +ime around.

™M SURRY I
TERRORIZED
YDU CLEILDF{EN

T

On -H\e wa }\arﬁt -Fr'ar-n sv:.l'\oo'l, I came clean wH')n
Row‘:y and told him '1'\'1!: wkah 4ruth about what
hd?Pehed, and how i+ was me who chnse& the
kids wi-l'}\ the worms.

183



Then T +4old him +here were lessons we could
both learn from this. T 4old him T learned 4o be
more careful about what T do in front of Mrs.
Trvine's house, and that he learned a valuable
lesson, oo, which is this: Be careful about who
you lend your coat to.

I GUESS THIS HAS
BEEN A LEARNING
EXPERIENCE FOR

BOTH oF us!

To be honest with VW' M7 message didn+t seem
+o be getting -I‘hrou&h to Rowley.

We were suPPnsed +to }mhs out after school
+Odﬂ.7; but he said he was Jus+ going to go home
and take a nap.

']: cou|&h'+ t“tn"y blame Hm. Because E‘F I di&h'*f
have m?! hot chocolate +his morhing , T wouldn't
have had much ehersy s either.
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When T got home, Mom was waiting for me at
the front door.

1

llﬁ't:

Mom took me out +o 5&-1‘ Some ice credm as d s?edal
treat. And what +his whole episode has taught me
is +hat cvcrf once in a while, it's not such a bad

idea o listen +o )(r.}ur mother.

SLURP 7
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IuﬂSdﬂ;{

There was another announcement on the lou:}s?enker
+o&u)( " and o be honest with )mu 3 T kind of

'Fl'ﬁur'ecl -H'\is one was comihs.

GREG HEFFLEY, PLEASE
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE.

S\PPPP...

T knew it was Jus-i' a matter of +ime before T
got busted for what huPPemd last week.

When T got +o Mr. Winsky's office, he was
c(me that an

rea.il?r mad. Mr. ‘Nihsk7 ol
"aho:Zmous source’ had informed him that T

was the real culPrH in the wurm-chdsihs incident.

Then Ke told me T was relieved of r-?r Sa-Fc-ff
Patrol duties "effective inmediﬂdy. ;
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Well, i+ doesn+ take a detective +o fisure out
-H\u-l' -H'\e: dhahymus source was Row|t7.

T cant believe Rowh'y went and backstabbed
me like that. While T was siH‘ihS there scHihS
chewed out b?a Mr. ‘N'ihsk?r, T was thinking, T

need to remember +o give my friend a lecture

about |o)m|.-|y.

Later on +o&n7 ; Rowhy got reinstated as a Patrol.
And get +his: He nc'i'uo.ll?' got a PROMOTION.
Mr. Winsky said Rowley had “exhibited dignity

under false susPicioh.
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1 +’hou31ﬁ+ about renlly letting Rowle?r Kave i+
for ratting me out like +hat, but then T

realized someﬂqihs.

In June, all the officers in the Sa‘FE‘i'f Patrols
9o on a trip to Six ﬂqss, and +)ne?; get to +ake
alnhs one friend. T need to make sure Rowlcr
knows T'm his 30}/.

LET ME GET

— =i THIS FOR YOU,
=||=I[2 “CAPTAIN"

LUesSqga
Like T said before, the wors+ part of getting
kicked off Sn&-ly Patrols is losing your hot
chocolate ?ri‘.‘ileses.

E\rcr?r mnrhihs, T 90 to the back door of the

cafeteria so 'Rawley can hook me vp-
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But cd‘hcr m?' fnchc{ has gone Jed.-lf or 1-\.'.5 oo
bus)( kissing the other of ficers’ butts to notice me

at 'H\B Wlhdow PSST'
PSST!
— 7
' h ; ALY ,?ﬁ'?\ .

0

Th fact, now that T +think of it, ‘Rowley has been
TOTALLY giving me +the cold shouder |d'|tl7' And

thats really lame, because if T recall carrec+|7

HE' S the one that sold ME out.

Even though Rowley has been a total jerk lahly,
T 4ried to break the ice with him +oda7, nhywu?:.
But even THAT didn't seem +o work.
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APRIL
riga
Ever since the worm incident, Rowlcy has been
}mhsjha out with Collin Lee every dny after school.
What renlly stinks is that Collin is su??ose& to
be MY backuP friend.

Those gys are acting +o+a'||7 ridiculous. T:n&ay 5
Rowle): and Collin were wearing these matching
T-shirts, and i+ made me just about want +o vorit.

2 EIEIEEEE
= ] -

d".n" ".\\"

After dinner +ohi3|\+, T saw Rnwley and Collin
wakihs up ﬂ'\e HH +03e+]ner, c]numrnihs it up-
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Collin had his thrh.'SB-f Ems, so T knew 'H'\c)l

were going to do a slee?o\r:r at Rowley’s.

And T 'l'housh'h Well, two can ?lq?z at [HAT
game. The best way to get back at Rowla?« wds
to 3e+ a new best friend of r~17 owh. Dut
uh‘For'fuhd'i'el?(, +he cm|7 person who came 4o mind
n'ﬂh-} at that moment was ‘Frr,alﬂy.

T went vp to Fr‘eshfs with m o'-rerhia}r’r 545 so
Rowie:}! could see T had other +)r(‘iehcl options, +oo.

When T 50+ +here, Fr:sle?f was in his front
7nrd s+a{:bih3 a kite with a stick. 'ﬂw-f’s when
T started to +think mn?ebe +his wasnt +he best
idea after all.
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But 'Rawley was in his front ynrcl, and he was
warl'cHhS me. So T knew there was no 'lvmihs back.

T invited mysel-( into Fresle?i's house. His mom said
she was excited to see FreSIE)J with a "?lnfmn-l'e,“
which was a term T was not too enthusiastic about.

Me and Fresley went vpstairs to his room.
Frcslcy tried o aet me to Pla?/ Twister with
him, so T made sure T s+n?'ed ten feet away
from him at all times.

I decided ‘l‘l‘\:\‘l‘ i Shﬂuld JUS‘!' ?ull ‘H‘\: ?|u3 on
+his S'l'uFJJ idea and g0 home. But cvcry time T
looked out the window, Rowle7 and Collin were
stll in Rnwle?i,s front ynr&.
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T didnt want 4o leave until +hose auy's went back
insige. But +3nihss started +to get out of hand with
‘Frcsley Prc‘H'}! quk:kly. When T was lookihs out the
window, Fresley broke into my Back?atk and ate the
whole ba.s of Jelly beans T had in there.

Freslz?f's one of these kids who's not supposed
Yo eat a.hy Sugar, so two minutes later, he was
boundha off the walls.

1L

) e >
W % ==
Fresle7 started acting like a total maniac, and
he chased me all around his upstairs.

\

i% kc‘ﬁ‘ +hihkih3 he was 3oih3 to come down off
of Nis sugar Hs\-\, but Ke didn+. E.Hh-l'unllr, 1T
|ocke& mrsel'{: n his bd‘ﬂ‘\r'oom to wart Hm out.
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Around 11:30, #+ get guiet out in +he 1'\4||wn?'.
That's when F-reﬂlc?( 5“?1):& a ?i:cc of paper
under the door.

'I Pr’ckcd it vp ahd read it.

Dear Greaor)(,
T'm Very sorry i
Cl‘)ﬁSer )(ou wf+"\ d
booger on my Frnaer.
Here, T Puﬁ- i+ on
+his aper SO you
can Se+ me back .

—C
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That's +he last +hih3 T remember before T
blacked out.

I came to rhy senses a Fl:w }\ours later. A'H'cr I:

woke vp, T cracked +he door open, and T heard

shorihS cornr'hs from ?r:sle;,'ls room. So I dtti&td
to make a run for it.

Mom and Dad were not }""?P)’ with me for seﬁihs
them out of bed at 2:00 in the morning. But ,D)/
that ?oih-l‘, T could r‘en”f care less.
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Mongda

Well, me and Rowlcr have o-mcinl'.)f been ex-friends
for about a month how, and 4o be honest with
Pmu, I’m better off without \'\Em.

Thm slacl T can Juﬁ' do whatever T want without
hnvihg to wnr‘r‘?r about cnrr)rihs all that dead
w:.ah'f around.

Lu-i'ely Tve been hahsihs out in Rodrick’s room
after school and going +hrau3}\ his stuff. The other
da)h T found one of his middle school 7:ar’oooks.

Rodrick wrote on E.Verfboclyls Pid'ure. in his

Ytdrbaok, so you can tell how he felt about dll
the kids in his grade.
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Evcry once in a while, T see Rodrick’s old classmates
around town. And T have to remember to thank
Rodrick for Mkihs church a lot more interesting.

But the page in Rodrick’s 7tnrbook that's
1"&:1"7 interesting is the Class Favorites page.

Thats where the ?u-l' ?ic+ure.s of the kids who
get voted Most oPuhr and Most Talented and
all that.
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Rodrick wrote on his Class Favorites page, too.

MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED

Bill Watson Kathy Nguyen

You know, this Class Favorites ﬂ\ihs has re:n“)f
30'? m?! gears +urhih3.

Tf you can get ?Joursahf voted onto the Class
Favorites Page, fau’rt ?rnr."n"ca"z an immor+tal.
E'ﬂ:h if yau dont live vp to what }(au 301‘
?Ecke& for, it doesnt really matter, because its
onh Ptrmnheh'i' record.

PcaPlc still 4reat Bill Watson like he's Somr.-!*hih&

s?ecEctl, even -l'\-musl-\ he ended vp JropPir\S out of
}\53}\ school.
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We still run into him at the Food Barn every

once in a whﬂc.

So heres what T'm +hihk;h3: This scheol year
has been kind of a buS'h but if T can 3c+ voted
as a Class T'-n‘u'ori‘i'c, T g0 out on a hi&l\ hote.

TVe been +r7ih3 +o think of a cqhgorr T have
a shot at. Most PoPulnr and Most Athletic are
clr.ﬁhj'i'eiy ouvt, so Th saihs +o have 4o find
somt-ﬂ'\ihg +hat's a li+tle bit more in reach.

At first T 'I'houah-i' myb: T should wear r:a“y
nice clothes for the rest of +he ?re:ar so T can
Sc'i' Best Dressed.
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But that would mean T would have +o get
Pic-!‘ur‘e taken with Jenna Stewart, and she
dresses like a Pilsrirn.

Wednesday
|as+ hish*f I was |?/Eh3 in btc{, and i+ hit me: T
should 90 for Class Clown.

T+s not like T'm known for bcr’hﬂ real Fuhh)r at
school or dhfﬂ'\ihs , but if T can ?u" off one bua
?r'dhk r'ish'l' before voﬁhsg that could do it




MAY

!hursda?g
Tar.lay was +rfih3 to fisure out how T was

going to sneak a thumbtack onto Mr. Worth's
chair in His-tory when he said Some-l‘hihﬂ +hat
made me rethink my P‘uh.

Mr. Worth +old us he has a dentists appointment
‘omorrow, so were saihﬂ 4o have a substitute.
Subs are like comic soch You can 59.7 Jus-!' about
ah;('l'hihﬂ you want, and 7ou cant get in trouble.

GREG HEFFLEY,
WILL YOU PLEASE
DO THIS PROBLEM?

( EXCUSE ME?)

YOUR BIG
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T walked into my His*‘l'or?r class ‘ro&a?t, read?/
to execute m?/ Pldh. But when T 3a+ to +he
door, quess who the substitute teacher was?

@2

Of all the Feo?it in the world 1o be our sub
'h:l&dif, i+ was Mom. T "H’\nus}\'l' Moms cld.?'s of
seHihs ih\:olv:& at mf Schoo‘ were over.

She used to be one of +hose Pnr‘eh“l‘s who came
n to helP out in the classroom. But that all
c)nahsr.& after Mom volunteered to be a
c)nnFerah: for our field trip to +he zoo when

1 wds ih ‘Hm'r& 3rﬁ&e.



Mom had ?r:Pnrtd all sorts of material +o l-\elP S
kids appreciate the different exhibits, but all
ahiyone wanted to do was watch +the animals a0
to the dathroom.

SOPQRAESIARAS N,

255
Ah}fwn?t , Mom +o+n'ﬂ)' foiled my P'dh 4o win Class
Clown. T'm Just 'Iucl:7 theres not a cu'i‘esnr?(
called stﬁcs-f Mama's Ba)t, because after +oda>(,

T'd win that one in a landslide.

YOU FORGOT
YOUR LUNCH
AT HOME!
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\hll: hesga

ﬂ\a Sf.hoo| PdPtr came out asuih *l'ocia)(. I quH
"'7 Jab as school cartoonist after "Creialﬁoh the
Curious Student” came out, and T didnt rmll?t
care who ﬂ\e}( Picked +o re?'-uce me.

But everyahe wds ldusl’ﬁh_g at +the comics page at
lunch, so T ?ickec{ up @ cop to see what was so
'Fuhhy. And when T openea it up, T couldnt

believe n?( cyes.

T+ was “Zoo-Wee Mama.” And of course Mr. Tra
didnt d‘\dhsﬁ a sihs'ne WORD of Rawlef’s s-l'ri?.

Zoo-Wee Mama by Rowley Jefferson

. H'Y b eautiful am not a
lady do you lady Fam e
nt +o 90 one g ose do
V::: odcﬂg with 'u:-ns l’mq’sz ZOO‘WEE l
with me? 50 no +hanks MF\MA.’
' to +hat date,

R




So now Rowleyls getting all +he fame that was
SU?PDSEC‘ 1o be mine.

WILL YOU PUT
US IN YOUR

Even the teachers are kissms ‘Rowley's bott. T
almost lost my lunch when Mr. Worth JruPPed his
chalk in His‘ror?: cass—

ZO0-WEE
MAMA! m
' ‘..-:o‘irlw'\‘: 3 I
I -1 ' - =i

|

"
-

205



Mond ay

This “Zoo-Wee Mama” thing has re.ally got me
worked vp- Rawley is getting all the credit for a
comic that we came vp with +osc+htr. p ﬁsurté
the least he could do was put my hame oh +he
s+ri? as the co-creator.

So T went up to Rawle?z after school and +old
him +hat's what he was gonna have 4o do. But
Rowley said “Zoo-Wee Mama” was all HIS idea
and -1'(:1-{- I didnt have nh)(‘i'hihg 4o do with it.

I quess we mustve been +ﬁ|kfh3 PTE‘H’?/ '.oud,
because +the next *I'Hha you I:hew, we attracted

a crawd.
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The kids at my school are ALWAYS .'-I'thihs +o
see a {i5h+. Me and Rowle?( tried to walk away,
but +hose guys weren+ going to let us go until

‘H‘\E.?’ saw us throw some ?uhchcs.

TVe never been in a real -FE511+ before, so T didnt
know how T was su?Puse& to stand or hold my
fists or dh?("l“-.ihs. Ah& )rou touH +ell Row‘ty
didnt know what he was &m’hs ci'ﬁ'mr, because he
Just started prancing around like a leprechaun.

T was ?re-H‘)r sure T could take Rawiey n a
-Fis\\'l', bu-{' -H\r. -ﬂ-.iha -Hw-l- nn&: me nervous was
the fact +hat Rawley +akes karate. T dont know
what kind of hocus-pocus H-.ey teach in Rawlc}fs
karate classes, but +he las+ ﬁiﬁs T needed was
for him to Ia?: me out right there on the blacktop.
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Before me or Row‘ey made a move, there was 4
Scr‘eechih& Sou'ncl in -'|+\e Schorﬂ Pnr‘kiha lot. A
bunch of teenagers had 5+o?\3ccl their ?h:ku?
truck, and -H-\e?r started piling out.

T was Just l‘\d??}f that weryoh:’s attention was
on the teenagers instead of me and Rowle?f. But
all the other kids +ook off when the 'h:chastrs
started Beadihg our wn?r.

And then T realized that these +c-:hn5=r's
looked aw-Ftu familiar.

Tjnn-l"s w‘\th i+ !‘\H’ me. "n'\ue were 'l'}\e Same
SUYS w}\a c}'\asucl me nhcl Rowlc arouh& on
Halloween hish-t-, and -Hne?r h:tc(

'Fihd||7 cnus}\-i- up
wfﬂ'\ uS.
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But before we could make a run for it, we had our
arms ?ih'ned behind our backs.

Those auys wanted to teach us a lesson for
taunting +hem on Halloween rﬁsl'\‘h and H\ey
started arguing over what 'H'\E7 should do with us.

But 4o be honest with you, T was more concerned
about same‘r\wih& else. The Cheese was only a few
feet from where we were s+uhdih3 on +he g;ackh?,
and it was |ook5h3 nastier than ever.
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'ﬂ\c l)is +cchn3er must have cnush-l- m)' cfc 3
because +he next +Hh3 T knew, he was 'mokihs
at 'ﬂ’\t Cheese , too. Ahcl I guess ‘H‘\:ﬁ' gave Hm
the idea he was |aoki'n3 for.

Rowhy 30+ sihslecl out first. ﬂ\e b-’s kid Srnbbed
Rowhy and draagcd him over 4o +he Cheese.

Now, I dont want o s-ay tﬂ&C‘H?f what ]nuPPehed
next. Decause if ‘Rowlc?r ever +ries to run for
Pre.siderﬁ ah& Someone fih&s out w‘-m-l' -H\ese. 3‘75

made him do, Khe won+t have a chance.

So T put it to you +his wn?!: 'ﬂwe)( made Row|e:?!
L +he Cheese.




I knew -‘I+|e7 were gohhd make me do i+, too. I
started +o ?aha'c s becavse T knew T wasnt Bths
4o be able +o -ﬁg“d' my way out of this situation.

1 WOULD, BUT

So T did some fast talking instead.
I'™M ALLERGIC
TO DAIRY!

(T3

And believe i+ or not, i+ ac-h.m!ly worked.

1}
H
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1 guess +he teenagers were satisfied -H\e‘y had
made their ?oih‘l', because after they made
P\aw|e)' finish off the rest of the Cheese, H\ey
le+ us ge- Tht)f got back in +their +ruck and
took off down the road.

Me and P-ow|e7 walked home +03=+her. But neither
ohe of us renlly said nh)r-l’hihs on the way back.

T -l'housl'\-f about mentioning to Row'.ey +hat
maybe he could have ?ullec{ out a cau?le. of his
karate moves back there, but something told me
to hold off on that 'l’housi‘rf for r'ie_}'\“f now.

SHUDDER
SHUDDER

TEIN,

)
Y

A




uesga

A+ school "ro&ny, the +eachers let us outside
after |uhc1\.

T+ +took about five seconds for someone +o

realize the Cheese was missing from its spot on

+he Haclﬁ'o?.

E-"”'fb“&)' crowded around o look at where +he
Cheese used 4o be. Nobo&y could believe i+ was
dc‘l"udlly gone.

Pco?h started coming up with these crazy theories
about w}m-l' }mPPehed to +. Sumbad sn&& -H'm-’r

mdybe +he Cheese grew |a55 and walked away.



T+ took all my self-control +o kee? r-\)' mouth
shut. And if owle?f washt standing right
there, T hahesﬂy dont know if T could have
ke?‘f qm'r.-i'.

A cau?k of the 5075 who were ar‘suihs over what
ha?thed to the Cheese were the same ones who

were eqging me and Rowle7 on 7&5‘1‘&1‘&:&7 afternoon.
So T knew it wasn+ going o be \oha before
someone put two and two ‘l'oss:ﬂ\e.r and fisurec‘ out
that we must have had something to do with it.

P\owley was starting to panic, and T dont
blame him, ei-H\er. T£ +he 't'r'u-l'}\ ever came out
about how the Cheese &JSaP?earc&, Rowie)z would
be finished. He'ci have o move out of the state,
ahd md?’bt even -l'}\e f.ouh+r>¢.
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'ﬂw‘f‘s when T decided 4o syeak vp.

T +old everyohe that T knew what \\n??ehcé to
the Cheese. T said T was sick of i+ 5eih3 on the
black-fo?, and T Just decided to get rid of it once
and for all.

For a second there, e\feryoht Jus+ froze. T
'ﬂwoua}\*t- ?e.:?la were going to start +hnnkih3 me
for whn‘t I di&, but bar, was 1 wrong,.

T rr_u";( wish T had worded my s+nr7 a little
cl&-ﬁerth'ﬂ)(. Because if T +hrew awny +he CheeSej
guess what that meant? T+ meant that T have
the Cheese Touch.
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JUNE
Fhﬂu%
Well, if Rowltf aPPrr.cin-ft& what T did for him
last week, he hasnt said it. But we've started
hah&ihs out after Scl'\ao‘ u&aih , So T. guess 'Hm'f

means me and him are back +o normal.

DIARER
RASH BWAAHAHAHA!

AHERD! \

T can honestl Say that so far, hﬂih& the
Cheese Touch hasnt been all that bad.

T+ got me out of &o:’hs the Squurr. Dance unit
n Ph?vs Ed, because no one would partner up

with me. And Tve had the whole lunch +able to
mrse'lf every :iny.

15&:7 was the last Aqy of school, and -l']m:?!
\-mhcled out ?Jearbooks after eiﬂ}w-ﬂ-\ Pen‘od.
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T -PIEPPcJ 1o the Class Favorites pPage, and
here's the Pit+urr. that was wai+Eh5 for me.

CLASS CLOWN

Rowley Jefferson

All T can say is, if anyone wants a free ?’eur‘bﬂok,
'H'\Ef can dis one out of 'ﬂ'\e {rash can in +he
back of the cafeteria.

You know, ROH'IE?( can have Class Clown for all T
care. But if he ever 5e+s too bis for his er'clnes,
T Just remind him that he was the avy who ate
the
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I'" be famous ohe day. but for now L'm stuck
in mddle school with a bunch of morons.

MORONS

v
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Being a kid can really stink. And no one knows this better
than Greg Hef“ny, who finds himself thrust inte middle
school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways
with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving.

In Diary of a Wimpy Kid, author and illustrator Jeff Kinney
introduces us to an unlikely hero. As Greg says in his diary:

1]

Just dont expect me to be all “Dear Diary‘
this and “Dear Dinr)/" that.

Luckily for us, what Greg Heffley says he won't do and
what he actually does are two very different things.
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