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Chariton Valley Transportation Planning Affiliation 
Iowa DOT Regional Planning Affiliation 17 

 

Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Set-Aside Funds  

Grant Information and Guidelines 

Chariton Valley Transportation Planning Affiliation (CVTPA)- RPA 17’s Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 
funding is offered to transportation related projects within the seven (7) county region of Appanoose, Clarke, Davis, 
Decatur, Lucas, Monroe and Wayne.  This includes all jurisdiction within those areas.  Eligible projects must be 
consistent with the CVTPA-RPA 17’s current approved Long-Range Transportation Plan.  

The RPA is currently accepting applications for regional TAP funds to be programmed into the federal fiscal years of 
2026, 2027, 2028, and 2029.  Approximately $700,000 is available for transportation-related projects of regional 
significance. However, all funding and regional approval of project applications is contingent upon federal 
obligations.  

The maximum amount of TAP funding is 80 percent of the total project cost. The project sponsor must provide at 
least 20 percent of the total project cost through non-federal funds. This is a reimbursement program for funds 
expended towards the approved project.  It is important to recognize that all potential DOT projects require a 
signed set of engineering or architecture plans, which is at the expense of the entity submitting this application. 

TAP applications are due on or before 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 1st, 2025, and/or Monday, December 1st, 2025.  
Applications received after this date will be considered ineligible for CVTPA-RPA 17 TAP funding. Applications can 
be submitted on paper, in person or by mail, or digitally via email. Exceptions may be granted at the discretion of 
the CVTPA-RPA 17 region, only if contacted before the deadline established and provided with an acceptable 
reason for the delay in submitting the application. One printed copy of the application is required to be submitted. 
Additional copies of the applications will be photocopied for the subcommittee’s use.  

The CVTPA-RPA 17 staff work with the TAP subcommittee to ensure each application is complete with all required 
documentation. All complete applications will be reviewed by Iowa DOT for initial acceptance. The subcommittee 
will then review and score the applications.  The results are presented to the CVTPA-RPA 17 Technical Advisory 
Committee and Policy Board Members who make the final regional funding award decision.  There is an 
opportunity for each project applicant to review the results of the project ranking and ask questions or clarify the 
information submitted in the project application.  

Eligibility 

The CVTPA-RPA 17, when considering project requests for Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds, shall 
place primary emphasis upon state-wide transportation system improvement needs as identified in the CVTPA-
RPA 17’s Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), and how those needs impact the movement of people and goods 
throughout south central Iowa area and how the requested project will have potential benefit and potential impact 
on all communities in the central Iowa area.  

CVTPA-RPA 17 shall give first consideration to funding regionally significant transportation projects in the regional 
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP).  
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 Applications for funding can be submitted by any of the following entities:  

• A local government  
• A regional transportation authority  
• A transit agency 
• A natural resource or public land agency 
 • A school district, local education agency, or school  
• A tribal government  
• A nonprofit entity  
• Any other local or regional governmental entity with responsibly for or oversight of transportation or 
recreational trails  
• A State, at the request of an eligible entity listed above  

Transportation alternatives projects are intended to go beyond the normal surface transportation improvement 
project. A TAP activity must have a direct relationship with the local transportation system, either as it exists or as it 
is planned.  

The Iowa DOT requires that projects be let for bid within TWO YEARS of first being programmed into the regional 
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). 

PROJECT QUALIFICATIONS  

The following categories of activities are eligible for funding under CVTPA-RPA 17’s TAP Program.  

• Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (as defined by 23 U.S.C. 133(h)), in effect under IIJA  
• Transportation Alternatives (as defined by 23 U.S.C. 101(a)(29) or 23 U.S.C 213, in effect prior to the FAST 
Act), and  
• Projects eligible through the Recreational Trails Program under 23 U.S.C. 206.  

 
APPLICATION PACKET 

 All RPA’s are required to use the Iowa Department of Transportation’s statewide TAP application.  In addition to 
completing the application found on the Chariton Valley Planning & Development Council of Government website 
(www.cvpdcog.com  or https://iowadot.gov/local_systems/Grant-Programs/Transportation-Alternatives  ), 
communities need to return an official endorsement of the proposal from the authority to be responsible for the 
maintenance and operation. The authority must provide written assurance that it will adequately maintain the 
facility for its intended use for a minimum of 20 years following project completion. 

FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

Projects funded by the TA Set-Aside program will be carried out under the same rules and procedures as 
a highway project on a federal-aid highway. This subjects all projects to, among other things, Davis Bacon 
Act prevailing wage requirements and other federal-aid requirements applicable to projects on federal-
aid highways (e.g., Build America, Buy America, planning, environmental review, letting, etc.). A project 
that may seem simple (like a simple local trail) will not necessarily be simple to complete if the project is 
funded through the TA Set-Aside program. Project sponsors should expect to devote considerable time 
and resources toward following the federal requirements necessary for their project to be successfully 

http://www.cvpdcog.com/
https://iowadot.gov/local_systems/Grant-Programs/Transportation-Alternatives
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completed. See “Additional Resources” at the end of this document for more information about federal-
aid highway project requirements. 

RELATIONSHIP TO SURFACE TRANSPORTATION  

 Transportation alternative (TA) projects must have a relationship to transportation. The definition of TA activities 
includes the phrase, “transportation alternative activities means, with respect to any project or the area to be 
served by the project, any of the following activities, if such activity relates to surface transportation…” Proximity to 
a roadway or transportation facility alone is not sufficient to establish a relationship to surface transportation. 
Project sponsors should provide a clear and credible description of this relationship in their project’s proposal. The 
focus is on a clear and credible description of how the proposed TA project relates to the transportation system. 
Several questions should be asked: 

• In what way(s) is the project related to transportation through present or past use as a transportation 
resource?  
• Is there a direct connection to a person or event nationally significant in the development of 
transportation?  
• What is the extent of the relationship(s) to transportation?  
• What groups and individuals are affected by the relationship(s), when did the relationship(s) start and 
end, or do the relationship(s) continue?  
• Is the relationship substantial enough to justify the investment of transportation funds?  

The TA guidance states that proximity to a transportation facility alone is NOT sufficient to establish a relationship.  

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 

Eligible projects must meet one or more of these eligibilities and must relate to transportation.  

1.  Construction only projects are allowed for RPA 17 regional TAP funds.  No planning, design or 
engineering projects are eligible.  Possible projects include on-road and off-road trail facilities for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-motorized forms of transportation, including sidewalks, bicycle 
infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic calming techniques, lighting and other safety-related 
infrastructure, and transportation projects to achieve compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq).  

2. Construction infrastructure-related projects and systems that will provide safe routes for non-drivers, 
including children, older adults, and individuals with disabilities, to access daily needs.  

3. Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for pedestrians, bicyclists, or other 
nonmotorized transportation users.  

4. Construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas.  

5. Community improvement activities, which include but are not limited to:  
a. Inventory, control, or removal of outdoor advertising. 
b. Historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities. 
c. Vegetation management practices in transportation rights-of-way to improve roadway safety, 
prevent against invasive species, and provide erosion control.  
d. Archaeological activities relating to impacts from implementation of a transportation project 
eligible under this title.  
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e. Streetscaping and corridor landscaping.  
 
6. Any environmental mitigation activity, including pollution prevention and pollution abatement activities 
and mitigation to:  

a. Address stormwater management, control, and water pollution prevention or abatement related 
to highway construction or due to highway runoff, including activities described in Title 23 sections 
133(b)(11), 328(a), and 329; or 
b. Reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality or to restore and maintain connectivity among 
terrestrial or aquatic habitats.  
 

Infrastructure-Related Safe Routes to School Projects  
The construction of infrastructure-related projects that will substantially improve the ability of students to walk 
and bicycle to school, including: 

1. Sidewalk improvements,  
2. Traffic calming and speed reduction improvements,  
3. Pedestrian and bicycle crossing improvements,  
4. On-street bicycle facilities:  
5. Off-street bicycle and pedestrian facilities,  
6. Secure bicycle parking facilities, and  
7. Traffic diversion improvements in the vicinity of schools. (section 1404(f)(1)(a))  
 

Non-Infrastructure Related Safe Routes to School Projects  
Activities to encourage walking and bicycling to school, including:  

1. Public awareness campaigns and outreach to media and community leaders,  
2. Traffic education and enforcement in the vicinity of K-8 schools,  
3. Student sessions on bicycle and pedestrian safety, health, and environment, and  
4. Funding for training, volunteers, and managers of safe routes to school programs. (section 1404(f)(2)(a))  

 

Recreational Trails Program Projects  
Eligible Recreational Trails Program projects include: 

1. Maintenance and restoration of existing recreational trails.  
2. Development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities and trail linkages.  
3. Purchase and lease of recreational trail construction and maintenance equipment.  
4. Construction of new recreational trails (with some restrictions on new trails on Federal lands);  
5. Acquisition of easements and fee simple title to property for recreational trails or recreational trail 
corridors. 
6. Assessment of trail conditions for accessibility and maintenance.  
7. Development and dissemination of publications and operation of educational programs to promote 
safety and environmental protection, (as those objectives relate to one or more of the use of recreational 
trails, supporting non-law enforcement trail safety and trail use monitoring patrol programs, and providing 
trail-related training), but in an amount not to exceed 5 percent of the apportionment made to the State for 
the fiscal year. 
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 The CVTPA-RPA 17 groups these eligible activities into categories as follows: 

1. Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities: Provision of on street and off-street facilities for pedestrians and bicycles 
and the conversion and use of abandoned railway corridors. New Construction subcategory is for 
projects creating a new facility, whereas the Major Reconstruction subcategory is for projects that 
result in a major rehabilitation of an existing facility.  

2. Historic Preservation: Historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities.  
3. Streetscape: Improvements to pedestrian facilities along a transportation corridor; sidewalks, lighting, 

safety-related infrastructure, signalization, and traffic calming.  
4. Environmental: Control and removal of outdoor advertising; address storm water management, 

control, and water pollution due to highway runoff or reduce vehicle- caused wildlife mortality while 
maintaining habitat connectivity; vegetation management practices in transportation rights-of-way to 
improve roadway safety, prevent against invasive species, and provide erosion control. 

PRIORITIZATION OF HIGH-NEED AREAS  

The IIJA requires that the competitive project selection process for the TA Set-Aside program include prioritization 
of project location and impact in high-need areas as defined by the state. Iowa DOT has determined that the 
competitive project selection process administered by each MPO or RPA must include a criterion to prioritize 
projects located in or impacting high-need areas such as low-income, transit dependent, rural, or other areas 
deemed as high-need in the region. Each MPO or RPA may apply this prioritization as applicable to each region but 
must include it as a criterion in all solicitations awarding TA Set-Aside funds.  

To fulfill this requirement, CVTPA-RPA 17 will utilize the seven degrees of disadvantage identified in CVTPA-RPA 17’s 
LRTP. Each census tract in the CVTPA-RPA 17 Planning Area is analyzed to determine if it is above the regional 
average for the following categories:  

• Households over 65  
• Limited English Proficiency Households  
• Carless Households  
• Persons with Disabilities  
• Households in Poverty  
• Minority Populations  
• Single Heads of Households with Children 

 If a Census Tract is above the regional average in 4 of those categories, it is considered disadvantaged and in an 
Environmental Justice (EJ) area. Projects that are within an identified EJ area will receive an additional 5 points in 
the scoring criteria. 

 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

Although the list of eligible activities is exclusive, eligibility questions are common and should be directed to the 
CVTPA-RPA 17 staff. 

The Iowa DOT shall review projects for eligibility after submittal to the CVTPA-RPA 17. The Iowa DOT requires the 
use of the state’s application forms when applying for CVTPA-RPA 17 funding. These include the “Application for 
Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program Funds Parts A through F”, “Application Part G Checklist and 
Certification”, and the “Form 105101 Minority Impact Statement”.   
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Sponsors may also be requested to present their project to the RPA TAC & Policy Board.   

Award and status letters will be mailed to each applicant within three months of submission date.   

Information on Federal Requirements: 

Because the TA Set-Aside program is a part of the federal-aid highway program, awarded projects are subject to 
certain federal laws, regulations, and procedures. Resources are provided on the Iowa DOT website. Those 
interested in applying to this program are encouraged to read these resources thoroughly.  It is important to 
recognize that all potential DOT projects require a signed set of engineering or architecture plans, which is at the 
expense of the entity submitting this application. 

FEDERAL-AID PROJECT DEVELOPMENT GUIDE FOR LOCAL PUBLIC AGENCIES  
The Project Development Guide provides a condensed overview of the federal-aid project development process 
with links to more detailed information by topic. All applicants should read and understand the content of this 
document and are encouraged to ask any questions ahead of submitting their application. 
https://iowadot.gov/local_systems/publications/im/federal-aid-guide.pdf  
 
INSTRUCTIONAL MEMORANDUMS TO LOCAL PUBLIC AGENCIES  
Instructional Memorandums (IMs) are organized by topic and provide detailed background and instruction for 
project sponsors. Once awarded, the project sponsor will work directly with their Iowa DOT contact to move 
through the processes described in the IMs and complete their federal-aid project. The applicability of an 
individual IM may be briefly described in the IM title and more explicitly in the contents section at the beginning of 
each IM. https://www.iowadot.gov/local_systems/publications/im/imtoc.pdf  
 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS Applicable federal laws and regulations may include but are not limited to:  
1. Public Involvement. Involvement of the public, including the adjacent property owners, in the 
development of the project.  
2. The Uniform Act. Compliance with the Uniform Relocation Property Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act (the Uniform Act) for the acquisition of easements or the purchase of land in fee 
simple. This includes fair treatment practices and may include the completion of an appraisal on parcels to 
be acquired. This requirement applies whether federal funds will be used for the acquisition costs.  

3. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires 
verification of the project is not harmful to the environment, including considering the following areas:  

a) Noise (before and after construction)  
b) Air Quality  
c) Cultural Resources (disturbance to resources of archaeological or historical significance)  
d) Threatened and Endangered Species  
e) Water Quality  
f) Wetlands  
g) Floodplains  
h) Farmland Protection  
i) Hazardous Waste Sites  

 

https://iowadot.gov/local_systems/publications/im/federal-aid-guide.pdf
https://www.iowadot.gov/local_systems/publications/im/imtoc.pdf
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4. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Projects must comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
which allows for reasonable access to the project for persons with disabilities.  

5. Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) and Minority Business Enterprises (MBE). Verification must 
be received that efforts have been made to solicit bids from disadvantaged and minority business 
enterprises.  

6. Davis-Bacon Wage Requirements. Projects must comply with Davis-Bacon wage requirements, which 
state that contractors will conform to federal minimum wage requirements.  

7. Competitive bidding requirements. Construction projects are required to be let through Iowa DOT or 
according to procedures for a public letting as per Sections 26.3 through 26.13 of the Code of Iowa.  

8. Build America, Buy America Act (BABA). Part of the IIJA, this legislation requires that iron, steel, 
manufactured products, and construction materials used in a federal-aid project are produced in the 
United States.  

9. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI). This legislation forms the basis for a wide array of other 
laws and regulations that prohibit discrimination based on race, color, national origin, disability, gender, 
and age. It prohibits discrimination in all programs or activities of any LPA that is a recipient of any federal-
aid financial assistance; even those programs or activities that do not directly benefit from such 
assistance.  

10. Accounting Procedures. A project sponsor shall establish and maintain for the project either a separate 
set of accounts or accounts within the framework of an established accounting system, in a manner 
consistent with 2 C.F.R. §§200.302, 200.303, and 200.305. All costs charged to the project, including any 
approved services contributed by the project sponsor or others, shall be supported by properly executed 
payrolls, time records, invoices, contracts, or vouchers describing in detail the nature and propriety of the 
charges. The project sponsor shall ensure that all checks, payrolls, invoices, contracts, vouchers, orders, 
or other accounting documents pertaining to the project are clearly identified with a grant agreement 
number, readily accessible, and to the extent feasible, kept separate from documents not pertaining to the 
project.  

11. Permits or Other Approvals. It is the project owner/sponsor’s responsibility to obtain all local, state, or 
federal permits or other approvals that may be required because of the activities proposed as part of the 
project. 
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CVTPA – RPA 17 
Regional TAP Review & Scoring Guidance 

JURISDICTION’S ABILITY TO COMPLETE PROJECT 
• Ability to meet federal requirements 

o Scoring Guidance: 
0-2 pts   No or limited experience administering projects with federal regulations 
3-5 pts  Familiar with federal regulations from experience of multiple projects 

• Ability to meet program timelines of completion in the next two fiscal years 
o Scoring Guidance:     

     0-2 pts  Showing broad milestones and minimal timeline for completion. 
     3-5 pts  Partial milestones with a broad timeline. 
     6-8 pts  Shovel ready project with clear steps defined for expected completion 24 mos from award 

date. 

PROJECT READINESS 
• Status of matching funds  

o Scoring Guidance:      
0-2 pts        Funding is anticipated and supported by documentation, but funds not actually awarded.  
3-5pts     50-75% of matching funds are secured and confirmation is provided.  
6-8 pts    Greater than 75% of the required matching funds are awarded and documented.    

• Public acceptance of project 
o Scoring Guidance: 

0-2 pts        Limited support documents displaying community input 
3-5- pts      Proof of community support via news articles, social media, support letters, etc.  
6-8 pts     Community support documentation & verification of community partners such as    Chamber of 
Commerce, Economic Development, tourism, Main Street, Recreation Department, etc.) 

• Are there right of way constraints? 
o Scoring Guidance: 

0-1 pts     If there are right of away challenges identified that may inhibit the project 
2-3 pts     Not applicable or verification that all right of way constraints have been resolved.  
 

RELATIONSHIP TO TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 
• Ability to enhance safety & accessibility of ADA 

o Scoring Guidance: 
0-3pts Limited to no Safety Improvements 
4-6pts  Provides safety provisions for better movement of people and traffic on sidewalks, trails, roadways, in 
historical transportation buildings, etc.   

• Connectivity to existing facilities or existing transportation system  
o Scoring Guidance: 

0-2pts      Independent project that doesn’t support the existing system or connect community assets. 
3-5 pts    Project connects community assets, transportation elements, etc. 
 

• Inclusion in local, regional and state plans 
o Guidance:  1 point for each plan the project is identified in with a maximum of 5 points possible. 
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ASSOCIATED BENEFITS 

• Environmental & social impacts 
o Scoring Guidance: 

0-2pts      Potential negative environmental/social impacts are identified which could challenge the project 
3-5 pts     Negative environmental/social impacts have been identified but resolved or an implementation plan 
has been developed. Or no environment/social negative impact. 

• Regional economic development impact 
o Scoring Guidance: 

0-2pts      Minimal economic impacts  
3-5 pts   Multiple positive impacts to the economy 

• Regional tourism impact 
o Scoring Guidance: 

0-2pts      Zero to small local tourism impact  
3-5 pts    Generating tourism to the RPA 17 region 

• Sustainability elements of the project 
o Scoring Guidance: 

0-2pts      Vague maintenance plan & no funding to support sustainability of project long term  
3-5 pts    Clear maintenance plan, funding outline to uphold safety & integrity.   
 

PRIORITIZATION OF HIGH-NEED AREAS  

The IIJA requires that the competitive project selection process for the TA Set-Aside program include prioritization of project 
location and impact in high-need areas as defined by the state. Iowa DOT has determined that the competitive project 
selection process administered by each MPO or RPA must include a criterion to prioritize projects located in or impacting high-
need areas such as low-income, transit dependent, rural, or other areas deemed as high-need in the region. Each MPO or RPA 
may apply this prioritization as applicable to each region but must include it as a criterion in all solicitations awarding TA Set-
Aside funds.  

To fulfill this requirement, CVTPA-RPA 17 will utilize the seven degrees of disadvantage identified in CVTPA-RPA 17’s LRTP. Each 
census tract in the CVTPA-RPA 17 Planning Area is analyzed to determine if it is above the regional average for the following 
categories:  

• Households over 65  
• Limited English Proficiency Households  
• Carless Households  
• Persons with Disabilities  
• Households in Poverty  
• Minority Populations  
• Single Heads of Households with Children 

If a Census Tract is above the regional average in 4 of those categories, it is considered disadvantaged and in an Environmental 
Justice (EJ) area. Projects that are within an identified EJ area will receive an additional 5 points in the scoring criteria. 

 

 


