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•

In the midst of COVID-19, using safe practices, we continued to serve and
make ourselves available through Springhaven Home and the Helping
Hands Food Pantry located at Faith United Church in Middletown, OH.

•

Our team has been individually supportive of Black Lives Matters and the
fight against racism and related issues through petitions, Facebook
posts and peaceful marches.

A message from Dave Wess Sr., MEd.
Executive Director
Dear Friends,
Thank you for making 2019 yet another remarkable year for The We Care So We’re There Center! This marks our
5th year of service in the Middletown, OH and Butler County area. In 2019 our dedicated Board did an incredible
job at expanding our outreach and services. Having two new board members has truly been a blessing. It has
strengthened our donor base, expanded our network connections of volunteer and corporate donations and it has
also enhanced our program offerings. A sincere thanks goes out again to Amy Matney and Yolanda Wess for
joining the effort and making it personal. We are better now because of you.
In our 2018 Annual Report I mentioned that 2019 would be a year for “Going Deep”. As a reminder see the
excerpt below that explains what that statement means.
“Some may think the meaning of “Going Deep” is to encounter a major undertaking. While that is true in
many cases our overall plan has always been and will continue to be very simple. We want to be more
intentional about connecting with God’s people; wherever they are. Where are they? God’s people are
everywhere...at their house, in the park, at the bus stop, on the Lyft or Uber ride, or on your own street. I
believe God is nudging us to go deeper in establishing relationships with His people. I personally have felt the
nudge from the moment I said Yes to the call and even more since we commenced our journey to Middletown,
OH and the entire Butler County area. Through these encounters we are seeing God use us to reach his
people. To be available to God, to be His hands and feet, helps us also to go deeper in Him one person and
one encounter at a time.”
I truly believe that we met this goal and surpassed it in many areas. We partnered with Faith United Church, in
Middletown, OH and Access Counseling for Services in Butler County to utilize the Helping Hands Food Pantry
for outreach. We were able to streamline the food pantry processes and improved data gathering and better track
activity on the number of guests served. Through the pantry we served over 50 individuals and families.
We also started a “Spread the Love” quarterly campaign. We filled waterproof bags with a loaf of bread, peanut
butter & jelly, utensils, fruit and provided a bilingual resource list developed by Butler County. This resource
list includes various support organizations vital to the growing needs in the community. We then passed out
those bags to families at their homes and apartment complexes as well as our community members that are on the
streets.
Our Springhaven ministry had another benchmark year of expansion and following the path God laid out for this
program to connect with His people who have been caught up in human trafficking. While 2018 experienced
more of a national presence through speaking engagements, a decision was made to concentrate more locally in
Butler County during 2019. Some of those efforts included having an active role on the Butler County Anti-human
trafficking task force and helping to create resources for those in need as well as a prison ministry that focused on
advocating for survivors re-entering society after incarceration.
In 2020, our focus will be to recruit an advisory board for Springhaven, increase our platform for receiving
donations and providing additional direct services to those affected by trafficking. Our ongoing goal is to keep our
overhead low while increasing our service in the field. Without your support it would be extremely challenging to
do what we do or even begin to embark on the broadened territory God has laid out for us. You make it possible
and we sincerely thank you for your continued prayers and support.
Thank you for wholeheartedly being a part of the WCWT Center movement. We are looking forward to much
more in 2020!
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Dave Wess Sr., Co-Founder and Executive Director. Dave is the CEO of DNA
Leadership Consulting Group, LLC, Cincinnati, OH; He is an ordained minister
through the Church of God based out of Anderson, IN, and formerly served at
Dayspring Church of God, Cincinnati, OH. He now serves as Missional Outreach
Pastor at Faith United & New Life Ministries. Dave received his Master of Education
in Human Resource Development and his BA in Organizational Leadership from
Xavier University. He is an Executive Coach, Program Administrator and Workforce
Development Trainer at Omnicom Workforce Solutions, Dayton and Middletown,
Ohio. He is also a Certified Cost of Poverty Facilitator for Think Tank, INC., an
Adjunct Professor at Pre-College University base, Bristol, VA and author of the a
self-help book, Don’t Stay Stuck –UNLOCK THE SUCCESS WITHIN –Now’s Your Time.
Dave’s mission in life is to share the love of Christ with all of God’s people by
meeting people where they are and helping them become what they aspire to be.

Mike Thompson, Chief Financial Officer. Mike is the Co-Founder and President of
RCA Cleaning Solutions. Mike has a Bachelor of Science in Accounting and a
Master of Business Administration from Indiana Wesleyan University. Mike
passionately believes in helping others. Through Mike’s cleaning business, his plan is
to give people that second chance to finding dignity by earning a place of
employment at RCA Cleaning Solutions. Mike’s heart’s desire is to see people grow
into a loving and healthy relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Mike is married to
his best friend Gea and they are the proud parents of three beautiful daughters as
well as surrogate parents to several others.

Ann Marie Babb is the VP of Business Operations for the WCWT Center, the
founder and Executive Director of Springhaven, the anti-human trafficking division
of the WCWT Center. She was awarded the AK Steel Steele Magnolia Award in
2017.
Having experienced trafficking, Ann is a survivor, an advocate and an activist.
Ann serves as Director of Incarceration Support for Justice Consulting, a specialized
team of professionals who have experienced and understand human trafficking. The
group fights against the violent impact of racism on black and brown victims. She
has dedicated her life to sharing her story, developing her programs, and
demystifying mental health issues that are associated with trauma.
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Kelly Cowan, Chief Relationship Officer. Kelly has taught at Miami University since
1993 and was the Middletown Campus dean from 2005-2009. She was interim
director at the local campus of Cincinnati State and Technical College for 2015. She is
the author of two successful McGraw-Hill microbiology textbooks. Her interest in
under-resourced students led her to her now full-time engagement in two arenas: 1)
with students and residents in generational poverty; and 2) with institutions - civic and
educational - who serve them. For the last year she has been visiting college campuses
around the country working with instructors and administrators on the topic of the
opportunity gap that leads to an achievement gap between under-resourced and fully
resourced students. Kelly grew up in eastern Kentucky and was educated at the
University of Louisville, the University of Maryland, and the University of
Groningen, in the Netherlands. She founded a large non-profit in Middletown that
supports the education of under-resourced families helping them move to selfsufficiency. She is also a certified Hamilton County jail chaplain.

Amy Matney, President, Owner and Chief Educational Officer of Omnicom Solutions
Group, LLC is dedicating her life and considerable talents to the service of others. Her
business, Omnicom Workforce Solutions, helps the unemployed, displaced, and the
challenged workers of the area to learn skills and be better equipped for today’s
employment marketplace. Her compassion and understanding help drive the
curriculum of her company’s workshops given throughout the region to help workers
address everything from “soft skills” like appearance and attendance, to basic
computer skills needed for nearly every job currently available. In fact, Amy’s efforts
have led to the successful employment of possibly hundreds of workers in the region.
Truly a testament to Amy’s unique ability to adapt and communicate within all levels
of the workforce and working people. Amy launched the “Spread the Love” outreach
which involved packaging a loaf of bread, a jar of peanut butter and jelly, some
resource information from agency support organizations and hitting the street to share
with families and individuals in need.

Yolanda Wess is the Lead coordinator for the Helping Hands Pantry, working in
collaboration with the Faith United and New Life Ministries staff and volunteers in
Middletown, Ohio. She is currently the Research Director for the Department of
Internal Medicine in the College of Medicine at the University of Cincinnati and has
over 25 years’ experience in leadership, administration and education. She received
her Master of Education and Bachelor of Nursing degrees from the University of
Cincinnati and is a registered nurse. Yolanda enjoys working in community settings
and with individuals to improve systems, address disparities and advocate for positive
change. Yolanda has served on various boards, professional organizations, churches
and community organizations and loves talking with people and encouraging and
helping them to identify their strengths and potential. She is looking forward to
working with WCWT to assist with organizing our pantry, increasing the pantry
outreach efforts and donor base and to volunteer for other WCWT outreach efforts.
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Butler County, Ohio is often in the news because of
the opioid addiction problem here in the area. The
WCWT Center joined the fight along with other
agencies to aide in the battle against opioids and
heroine overdose episodes. In collaboration with
Access Counseling, we hosted a training workshop
to educate the community on how to administer
Narcan injection. Thank you Deanna Shores of
Access Counseling for facilitating this very
important training.

During this year we also worked closely
with the Harm Reduction Needle
exchange program through the Health
Department looking for a permanent
location and providing socks, hats and
gloves through different donation sights.
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Dayspring Church of God, Cincinnati, OH
Missions Weekend is always a wonderful
time for the WCWT Center! We truly
appreciate the support Dayspring gives us on
a yearly basis. Missions Weekend gives us
the opportunity to update the community on
our projects and experience great
conversations. Board Members Michael
Thompson (to the right) and Yolanda Wess
(center) are sharing from our display table.
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We are always in need of
non-perishable food items,
household cleaning items,
personal hygiene items,
toilet paper, paper towels
and anything that might be
useful for cleaning or
starting a new home. We
received a major donation
of over 500 precooked
boneless deli chickens that
were included in emergency
pantry food care packages.
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Board Member
Yolanda Wess
led the effort to
help improve
our pantry
operation in
collaboration
with Faith United and New
Life Ministries. We provided
many services for families
transitioning from
homelessness and other life
circumstances. We offered
food packages, household
items and hygiene items.

Board member Amy Matney 2nd from the right

The Spread the Love concept was birthed from a simple
idea of getting out into the community and feeding our
friends that might not be willing or able to make it to one
of the food programs in the area. Amy Matney, one of our
Board members coordinated donations from businesses
and we went to work organizing how we would “Spread
the Love”. We decided that we would take waterproof
bags and place jars of peanut butter and jelly, a loaf of
bread, utensils, a list of community resources and some
fruit, and hit the streets with the bags. It was a success and
we were able to reach approx. 120 hungry individuals and
families that appreciated the extra help.
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Right: We participated
in the 4-Charis AIDS
and HIV Prevention
Organization Annual
Walk fundraiser.

Above: We were a guest
volunteer at a community
book bag giveaway in
Manassas, VA with
Pre-College University.

Below: Dave Wess, one of several to receive the Kingswell Impact
award for work and making a difference in the community.

Above: Amy Matney
celebrated and recognized by
the Better Business Bureau’s
Women in Business
Networking's Top 25 Women
to Watch and recognizes
innovative women across the
Miami Valley who set the
standard within their business
or career and are driven to
make a difference in their
community.
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We participated in the 6th annual International
Wrongful Conviction Day which is a day to
raise awareness of the causes and remedies of
wrongful conviction and to recognize the
tremendous personal, social, and emotional
costs of wrongful conviction for innocent
people and their families.
Wrongful Conviction Day began as an effort of
the Innocence Network, an affiliation of
organizations dedicated to providing pro bono
legal and investigative services to individuals
seeking to prove innocence of crimes for which
they have been convicted, working to redress
the causes of wrongful convictions, and
supporting the exonerated after they are freed.

Board members Dave Wess and Amy Matney
participated in facilitating The Cost of Poverty
Experience, which is a training that offers participants
a glimpse into the lives of low-income individuals and
families living in our community. It is a look into the
obstacles that are faced, the decisions that are made,
and the consequences that impact these families every
day.
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2019 brought several different changes for Springhaven.
The first and most important was the decision to
concentrate on the anti-human trafficking education in
the local area. Unfortunately Butler County has very few
resources for human trafficking victims. The decision to
increase local focus led Ann to join the Butler County
Anti Human Trafficking Task Force (Work Group) to
help bring more resources to Butler County. Having the
opportunity to actively participate in bringing change in
this arena has been incredibly rewarding for Ann.
Springhaven played an integral part in creating a HTR
(Human Trafficking Response) protocol for Butler
County.

Ann participated in a training hosted by Butler County Anti-Human Trafficking Work
Group and Butler County Family First Group, which allowed group discussion about
how we can work together to change some of our most prevalent problems in our
community. Great connections were made at this event.

We also had the opportunity to sit on a panel of experts hosted by the Butler County
Domestic Violence Coalition and was able to talk about the intersection of domestic
violence, drug addiction and human trafficking
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Advocacy and Support: 2019 brought a new effort to concentrate on being an advocate for other
survivors. We presented at the Equitas/AIDS Conference in Columbus to talk about how to
morally and ethically engage survivors in organizations. We are working on the M.I.S.T document
(Maximum Involvement of Survivors of Trafficking) to be the benchmark for engaging survivors.
This type of advocacy has enable our engagement and support to local survivors as they try to
navigate mental health and judicial systems during efforts to exit their trafficking situations.
Springhaven has been honored to be able to walk alongside these brave women as they work
through overwhelming activities, while starting their new paths in life.

Board member Ann Marie Babb 3rd from the left

Board member Ann Marie Babb in front, 3rd from the right

Direct Action and Prison Ministry: Ann Babb has had amazing opportunities to participate in
the Cyntoia Brown march for clemency in Nashville, TN and the clemency hearing for Alexis
Martin in Columbus, OH. That led to taking the position of Director of Incarceration Support
with Justice Consulting https://www.justiceconsultinght.org/, (a specialized team of professionals who
have experienced and understand human trafficking. We are an organization that wages war against the
violent impact of racism on black and brown victims. Behind bars, in courtrooms and on the streets, we show
up to fight for justice and to end oppression and exploitation.) These experiences have also opened the
door for Ann to engage in prison ministry opportunities at Dayton Correctional Institution and
Marysville Prison. Ann is actively involved in supporting woman that have been incarcerated
because of crimes against their traffickers or because of crimes committed while being trafficked.
Ann believe this effort will grow and is looking forward to seeing where God is going to do in this
space.
12

We would not be able to reach our community members
without the help of our committed supporters.
Individuals:
Ann Marie Babb, Kelly Cohen, Amy Matney, Michael Thompson,
Dr. Ann Taylor and Dave & Yolanda Wess

Businesses and Organizations:

Faith United Church

& NEW LIFE MINISTRIES
&

Psalm 78
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We Care So We’re There Center
From the Desk of the Chief Financial Officer
In 2019, Springhaven’s decision to concentrate locally on the education of anti-human
trafficking presented us with the opportunity to focus on managing our expenses as well as
develop a 2020 budget and revise strategic plan. This exercise will place us in a better
position to reap the expected increases to our organization in the coming years.
Please see our percentage of total donations and Profit and Loss Statement below.

Percentage of Total Donations
Organizational

26%

Grant

22%

Individual

52%

Profit and Loss Statement
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The Executive Team of the WCWT Center wishes to thank all whom have supported us
throughout the past 3 years. It has been slow growth with a lot of stretching, learning and
listening to where God wants us to place our time, energy and resources.
Have you ever had the desire to help in a community and didn't know where to start?
The WCWT Center a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization located in Middletown, Ohio
works directly with the community and human trafficking survivors and survivor led
organizations that are in need of resources.
Food insecurity and homelessness is a constant struggle for some of our community
members and the WCWT Center strives to bridge those gaps in times of transition with
food and donation of monetary resources when available.
Human Trafficking is one of this countries biggest epidemics and grosses 150 billion dollars
a year. That is more than Nike, Starbucks and Google combined. As the people in our
country become more and more aware of the atrocities that are happening around them
more women, children and men are being liberated. There is increasingly a gap in services
to assist and support these survivors.
Springhaven strives to bridge that gap and helps facilitate and coordinates services to fill a
survivors need. It could be as simple as food or as complicated as a move across the
country for the proper treatment. There are so many needs and resources are limited.
We are asking for your assistance. If you have been looking for a way to directly impact a
community in need, survivors and survivor led organizations, as well as people who are
struggling and need a little help this is an opportunity for you to walk alongside us and join
the WCWT Center cause!
What does walk alongside us and joining the WCWT Center cause mean! On the next
page you can learn more about how you can get involved.

15

If everyone who read this donated even $5, we could dramatically change a life for the better.
HOW YOUR DONATION COULD HELP A PERSON IN NEED...


$100 Could help a family with children buy food for a week.



$200 Could help provide a safe place for a survivor trying to escape and be safe for a night while
waiting for treatment.



$300 Could help a survivor led organization provide necessities for a survivor.



$400 Could provide a deposit on a new gas and electric account when starting a new life .



$600 Could provide transportation to a new destination after liberation.



$1000 Could provide a deposit for new housing for a new life.
Your support matters.

Together, we can make a big difference for a trafficking survivor or one of our community members. Our
goal will be to raise over $10,000 dollars annually. We are prayerfully asking for your support. We are
so grateful for every person who helps give these amazing women, men, children, and families a better
life—and lets them know how loved and important they are. As we grow we are also looking for people
who are willing to donate their time, talent and resources in other ways. We are always looking for
people to assist with our marketing, social media and fundraising efforts. Any and all help is more than
welcomed!
Every dollar you give will directly impact our efforts to provide help for today and hope for tomorrow.
On the next page please see all the ways you can give financially to support our cause.

Thank you…..The Executive Team
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Following are ways you can give to the We Care So We’re There Center Non Profit Organization.
Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile
phone browser. Go to Your Account from the navigation
at the top of any page, and then select the option to
Change your Charity. Select We Care So We’re There
Center or enter our EIN#: 47-4728105
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-4728105

If you have the Kroger app you can go to the top right hand corner and under
menu go to rewards. Search either by name We Care So We’re There Center
or enter YD122. If you are on the Kroger website, go to menu. Then scroll
down and click “savings”. Then scroll down and click “community rewards”
and follow the instructions.
https://wcwtcenter.org/donate

https://venmo.com/WCWT-Center
Mail check or money order to:
Payable to
We Care So We’re There or WCWT
9 Baltimore Street
Middletown, OH 45044
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