
CELEBRATING THE LIFE

July 11, 1950

GGloriaJean
Francis

SUNRISE

of

“Glo Glo”

May 30, 2025
SUNSET

Saturday, August 2, 2025  •  11:00am  
IN THE CHAPEL OF 

Thompson, Hall and Jordan Funeral Home
11400 Winton Road, Forest Park, Ohio  45240 

Celebrant – Mr. William Parrish 
Glendale, Ohio

Services Entrusted To 
Thompson, Hall and Jordan Funeral Home

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there will be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain; for the former things are passed away.

                                                                                                                                 – Revelation 21:4

In Appreciation
We, the family of Gloria Jean “Glo Glo” Francis, would like  

to send our deepest and heartfelt gratitude to everyone for  
their prayers, calls, texts, gifts, visits and words of encouragement.
A special thank you to Carlos Reid and Dianna Toran for hosting  

the Family Gathering, and to Mr. Bill Parrish for serving as Celebrant.
We take comfort in 1 Corinthians 2:9....

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of  
man, the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

– The Family
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There are some people you just don’t forget. They walk into a 
room quietly, but somehow leave the biggest mark. That was 
Gloria Jean Francis, or as we loved to call her, “Glo Glo.”

Born on July 11, 1950, in Cincinnati, Ohio, Gloria was the 
firstborn child of Thomas C. Francis, Sr. and Betty C. Francis. 
She was the big sister in a family of three children, and from day 
one, she walked with a quiet strength that carried her through 
life’s highs and lows.

Gloria was educated in the public schools of Hamilton County. 
She began at Eckstein, transitioned to Glendale Elementary 
after school integration, and graduated from Princeton High 
School with the Class of 1968. After high school, she gave 
college a try—starting at Ohio State and later attending Central 
State—but her real passion lived in the arts. She found her 
creative voice at the Cincinnati Art Academy, where her God-
given talent in drawing, painting, and poetry truly began to 
blossom. Glo Glo was also blessed with the opportunity to use 
her bookkeeping skills at Palmer’s Florist in Lockland, Ohio 
which was owned and operated by her great uncle. 

Some of her artwork still hangs in the family’s home today—
framed paintings, tiles, and pieces that remind us just how gifted 
she was. Her poems were tender and expressive—windows into 
her heart. We’ll treasure them always.

Gloria was raised in the faith and baptized at Mt. Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church under Reverend Norman Townsel. That early 
spiritual foundation stayed with her throughout her life.

Yet we have this assurance: Those who belong to God will live; their bodies  
     will rise again! Those who sleep in the earth will rise up and sing for joy! 

– Isaiah 26:19 NLT

Gloria Jean “Glo Glo” Francis

Life wasn’t always easy. Gloria had her 
share of challenges. But even in those 
trials, something beautiful began to emerge. 
In her later years, she came into her own. 
Her personality blossomed. Her laughter got 
louder, her giving got bigger, and her love for others 
poured out freely.
She especially adored her nieces and nephews. Holidays, birthdays, or 
just because—she found joy in blessing them. She also had a playful 
sense of humor and a genuine curiosity. Gloria was famous 
for asking a hundred questions—because she wanted to know 
how people were doing. She cared, and people felt it.
Another of her great joys was birdwatching. Cardinals were 
her favorite. She fed them daily and would talk about them as 
if they were family. And in her heart, they were.
Gloria was loyal—to her loved ones, her friends, her 
community. When her cousin passed, Gloria walked all the 
way to the house, despite the effort it took. That’s the kind of 
heart she had. Present. Faithful. Kind.
Gloria was preceded in death by her loving parents – Thomas 
(2013) and Betty (2023) Francis. She leaves behind a family 
who adored her, and friends who will never forget her one-of-
a-kind spirit to include her sister – Michelle F. Parrish, and 
her loving brother – Clinton (Lorelei) Francis.
And although she never had children of her own, she 
absolutely adored her nieces and nephews – Ayo Parrish 
Strange, Oni Parrish, Gyasi Parrish (Sonovia), James Francis, 
and Jelani Parrish. She also leaves behind her treasured  
great-nephews – Khalil Proctor and Elias Parrish, and will 
be greatly missed by other relatives, and many friends, to 
include Judy Bowman, Betty Love Glanton, Ron Gross, John 
McElfresh, Andrea Norman, and Gloria Yvonne Wyatt.
Gloria will rest peacefully on her homestead grounds beneath 
a tree we will plant in her honor.
What a gift she was. What a life she lived. We thank God for 
Glo Glo.


