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v The neighborhoods

Mayor Street’s Klan to remake the face of the city
divides its neighborhoods into six categories ranging from
the most vibrant to the most devastated.

The following is a look at one neighborhood in each category.

Strawberry Mansion: One ‘reclamation’ neighborhood

Here, the city would: Shore up neighbor-
hood institutions and thriving blocks, but
when neighborhoods are failing, begin to
buy vacant homes and lots, and assemble

lot filled with construction de-

mmmwpmnwmnn
them into sites ure development, one.”
’"M. She doesnt think that neigh-
STRAWBERRY MANSION feels like an ur- ”"“"“’;‘,"""“m"‘"
ban ghost town.
O every et thre are rcing aba- B i o e
doned homes, shingles and awnings dan- houses come down, it could be
gling precariously. The odor of burnt wood years before new ones go up
and urine drifts out of them. Trees grow and that the city ought to make
t their rooftops and windows, rest- sure the surviving homes are
ing on nearby electrical wires and threaten- not damaged by the demolition.
:g;’t:luehuumnmdoor.'l‘ruhﬁlhm Her house sits next 10 an emp-
leyways.
Yesterday, the streets were desolate. mm&mmsw
There are no stores or playgrounds here. nothing but problems Since.
Kids bounce on filthy mattresses or play in *“My basement walls are cav-
mkeshxﬂ“dubhm’mndeo(plym ing in; moisture is coming in
and discarded carpet bits. The kids nail ply- and damaging my ceiling,” Tate
wood and a milk crate to telephones poles said. “When they tear them
to play hoops. . . down, they don't take the time
Ty has been design: 10 secure the houses next
a “reclamation” area under Mayor Street's door.”
plan to remake the city. It is the designs- Tate said she's praying that
tion for the neighborhoods with the most Street and City Council enforce
devastation. the blight plan.
You can see & hint of what is 10 come. DAVIO MAIALETTVDAILY NEWS “Just look at my neighbor-
Stand in the middle of some blocks and you  Strawberry Mansion's Glenda Tate would rather see y o than left hood,” she said pointing 10 2
can see three more blocks because of all row of crumbling houses.
the vacant land. Under Street’s plan, recla- 1o developers. DXt 10 me that is used as a hotel for prosti-  “Don't you think we need a plan like this
mation neighborhoods will become even Glenda Tate, 37, a neighborhood activist, tutes, a crack house, or a place where a kid in place?"®m
more vacant as abandoned buildings are is searching for some relief. could get hurt because they are running
Julldozed so large tracts can be marketed “T'd rather see this than have a house 11" she said pointing to an empty — Yvonne Latty
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Can It work?

Decay is in for a fight

But $250M plan to improve neighborhoods has its hurdles

'y Mark McOorasd

Dauly News Siaff ¥riter
l“-l—mﬂu—um

or Street ls waiching the bigges: poliss
<al show of his Iife, 1he very reason, he

whispers, 1340 ke got (Mo politics & gen-
erstion

gnge the media with a sbide show on his 5259
millon meighborbood 1ranshicmation pro
kram, e says 1 Is the last best hope 10
change the face of 1he city sad be et @
yoars [rom now.

“We have 10 do this because i we don,
then turn out the lights, Pt up your forsale
sign. That's 1he message we Jave 10 labs 1o
Harrisburg and Washingion." he says.

And, ms he has sald all waek [ privase
briefings on his plan, “Are you ready to

forts ever Yo change the citys future course.

Can he pull it ofl? .

Will futzre Philadetphian: look back at
this show at the Prince as the ning of
the city’s climb out of Rust Belt
into & new warld or will it fade & surely &
mmmsmnmnmmx
“ ~ ?

Rendeil's em DEES
Here are some of the hardes Street faces
In 1urning bis viston into viyrant, rebullt

Remember, 100, 1hat hes former Comncll
district in Noeth Philadeiphia, a section Nhe-
1y 1o denelit heavily from his plan, i the
OMAD MAALETIV DALY Wiws

Glonda Tato, of Strawberry Mansion, stands in the doorway of an Nowse in her See PLAN Nast Page

Urban Warrior
First stegr Enforce what's on the books, Page 8. Daily Views

The Editorial: Questions
neighborhoods aside, we must make It
n

We examine areas, tak 1o residents. Pages 9-13.  nappen. Page 19,
Tlllll.::s Elmer Smith: Lue new
Schools stil a big r=ason peaple move there. Page 14, residents, but don't
Nean a diaa neolect those who have
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THE DEFENDER ===

" AGOMMUNITY UNITES
! . Where Were The

Political Leaders? S
All In The Family Group Associates. Inc. and The
North Penn Village Outreach presented a lot and
mural dedication in memory of the late George
Alexander Palterson, a young man shot lo death
last year In a vacant lot on his way to work at
Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC), 29th & Dauphin
Slreels. .
Glenda Tate, president of All In The Family
Group Associates. Inc. and the Rev. Warren H.
Marshall, Jr., pastor of North Penn Baptist
Church, pulled the community together to stop
the violence. 'Rev. Marshall, a mzn of God, was
tired of the funerals for the young men in the
ity lost to viol and was d d
to bring the men of the Village together o bring
about positive activitles In the area. Edward
Flythe, a dedicated young man. working with the
youth In the area, joined with the pastor to
accomplish his goal. "~ ¥ - "
To bring altention to the city and state that
(hey meant business, a program was developed
this p Included Glenda Tate, a Village res-
ident, who had dedicated many months béfore
this decision, In securing the troublesome empty
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Spotlight On Community Leade

A Couple Giving Back to th
Community " T
m:. u: very proud'lo write this article In salute

ne couple, Glenda Tate and her h 3
Edward Fiythe - they hnw.dedlcahdtme'::::

gles o ensuring the rehabilitation ‘a
restructuring of thelr community, a commun

" plagued with abandoned homes, drugs, &

Together, they are giving thelr Ume and ene
gles to save the future generations In the
neighborhood, ‘a area boundaried from -29
Street to 24th Street - from Sedgley Avenue
Cumberfand W:lg =Divisio

~




18-Philadelphia New Observer, October 27, 1999
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ALL IN THE FAMILY-AIl In The Family Group Associates. Inc. held its annual awards ceremony and
Bar-B-Que recently at the Village Memorial Garden, 27th and York Streets. The group's Village Youth
Program provides year round youth activities, such as sports, garden and lot projects and educational
ple participated in the day-long event awards for service were presented.
Pictured: members of the Village Youth Program pose in front of mural in the Memorial Garden.




‘ Children take part
. in community revival

| ¢ wanted to change aban-
| doned lots into flower gar-

dens and playgrounds, and
give neighborhood kids a chance to
participate in deciding how to beau-
tify their neighborhood through gar-
dening.

First, the Pennsylvania Horticul-
tural Society allowed community
youth to participate in a program
that taught them how to take care
of a garden.

In the fall of 1996, with the help of
the United Way Day of Caring and
area busi and volunteers, the
youth and the block captains cleaned
several lots, and the site at Seventh
and Emily Streets was given a new
look. That spring, Penn students and

With the design in hand, we con-
tacted the Mural Arts Program,
| which provided the artist and other
| needed resources for us to make
| our dream come true.

The wall at 2015 S. Seventh St.
went from rags to beauty. This mu-
ral has made a great difference in
our neighborhood. The Snyderville
Community Development Curp, Is
still involved with all of our part-
ners in some way or other, and we
continue to reach out to aryone we
can in our efforts to rebuild our

C.B. Harris-Ramsue
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very lot while he was on his way to
waork. The lot, once an eyesore, now
proudly complements the v‘ot‘k(‘gl

man who lost his life on this |

Partof the mural It Takes a Vilage
fo Raise a Child.”

art painted by muralist Calvin
Jones and continues to flourish
with the support of many. We hope
to keep improving yearly.

After taking on the task of devel-
oping the lot in 1995, we began orga-
nizing block captains and our youth
to clean and beautify our neighbor-
hood. We started a garden club to
maintain the garden and clean lots.
We started a sports program that
now accommodates 300 youth from
our area. We are working with local
elementary and middle schools to
develop an after-school program,
and we are assisting teachers with
overcrowding classrooms that
hinder students’ learning.

We are working with the city on
plans to assist community mem-
bers in getting their high school di-
ploma or GED, as well as training
that could lead them to jobs as
teachers, teacher’s assistants and

managemen

ing and family counseling. . .
We are with the neces-
sary agencies political figures
munhnna;dlymvicumdold;t.n'
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