


LODGE OFFICERS 2020-2021

Exalted Ruler  David Workman

Leading Knight  Melodie Chrysler

Loyal Knight  Allen Chrysler

Lecturing Knight  James Leitholf, PER

Esquire  Deb Dyson

Ast Esquire  Cathy Rayborn

Chaplain  David Slottje

Ast Chaplain  Dennis Keas

Inner Guard  Walter Pearson

Tiler  Diane Phillips

Secretary  Sharon Belleu

Treasurer  Joyce Ford

Presiding Justice  James Stewart

ALT to Grand Lodge  Tom Smith, PDDGER

TRUSTEES 2020-2021

1st Year Trustee  Jim Sibble

2nd Year Trustee  Howard Dyson

3rd Year Trustee  Tom Smith, Chairman

4th Year Trustee  Steve Shaw

5th Year Trustee  Al Ogilvie

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND EXALTED RULER

John E. Harry

LODGE BUILDING CORPORATION

Chair  Tom Smith

Secretary  Sharon Belleu

Treasurer  Joyce Ford

VISTA ELKS LODGE

Lodge Manager Sandra Kay

AST Lodge Manager  Lori Harrison

RV Park Host  Glenda Crowell

PER ASSOCIATION

President  James Leitholf, PER

Secretary  Mike Posiadly, PER

Treasurer  Tom Smith, PDDGER

Elk of the Month
Ben Novak

Sweteheart of the Year
Pat Raetz

Officer of the Year
David Workman

Citizen of the Year
Deb Dyson

Elk of the Year
Jerry Perrault



There is no rule book, no single manuscript when it 
comes to being a strong leader.  It would be nice if there 
was and I?d be reading it every day!  Leadership comes 
in a variety of styles and every leader has their own 
?voice? when it comes to communicating.  Finding your 
unique voice is part of the 
journey of becoming a 
good leader.

Writing helps you find 
your voice

Writing consistently allows 
you the opportunity to 
define and refine your 
communicative style.  Who 
are your favorite authors?  I 
happen to like Harvey 
Mackay, Erma Bombeck, 
Herb Cohen.  Each has a 
literary voice I find 
entertaining.  Their voice is an 
extension of their personality 
and reading their work allows 
me to feel like I?m getting to 
know them.

It?s an easy way to gain 
clarity

I believe it was Einstein who said "If you can't explain it 
to a six-year-old, you don't understand it yourself." Often, 
leaders (especially entrepreneurs) mistakenly think that 
using sophisticated language will help their cause, when 
in reality, simplifying their mission is the thing they need 
to focus on.

Writing, whether you?re blogging, writing for a newsletter 
or magazine, or even a private journal can really help 
you crystalize your thoughts and break them down to 
their core elements.  Personally, I feel I communicate 
much better in written form than I do when I speak.

Your content is your business card

By creating readable content, whether it is about the Elks, 
your business, your thoughts regarding a hobby, or even 
something else, you are in essence leaving a footprint for 
others to get to know you.

Of course, this is a 
double-edged sword and 
you have to be very careful 
with what you put out there 
because the internet is 
forever, but if you have 
insights in a specific area, 
sharing them is the best 
way to establish your name 
as a thought leader in your 
space.

A major part of being a 
good leader is 

communication

In addition to crystallizing and 
simplifying your mission, as a 
leader, a huge component of 
your job is communication. By 
writing regularly, you train 
yourself to communicate more 
effectively, more concisely, and 

you develop a more comprehensive vocabulary.

Again, it really doesn't matter, in this case, whether you 
even publish your writing or keep it private, the very act 
of putting your thoughts into words and down on paper, 
will help you become a better communicator.

Writing isn?t easy.  Becoming a good writer is learning 
the art of rewriting.  You will need to carve out time in 
your busy schedule, learn to critique your work, boldly 
share your thoughts will others, and "grow a thick skin?  
a thick hide!?  But the benefits will greatly outweigh the 
cost.

WHY EVERY LEADER
Should Take Up Wr it ing
by ER David Workm an

"Becoming a good 
writer is learning the 

art of rewriting."



I had a close friend ask, ?Dave, at the end of life, don?t 
we all end up at the same place?? I?m quite sure she 
meant, ?Don?t we all end up in Heaven?

Well, with COVID-19 sweeping our Earth as a pandemic, 
most likely everyone is thinking about ?what if I get it and 
it is the end?? Well, let?s look at what Holy Scripture 
reveals, okay?

Revelation 20 is a wonderful explanation of how and 
when we all come together at the SAME PLACE! The 
Lord God will bind Satan, (v.2) the dragon, the serpent of 
old, for a thousand years. Verse 4 records the 
assembling of all martyrs during the Millennium, while 
verse 5 says the rest of all the dead will all be 
resurrected at the end of the 1,000 years of Christ?s 
reign.

Then in verse 11 we read about the Great White Throne 
of Judgment! Everyone who ever has ever lived will be 
gathered ALL TOGETHER at this place! Books are 
opened; and another book is opened, which is the Book 
of Life. Note carefully...the dead were judged from the 
things written in the books, according to their deeds. 

Isaiah 64:6 tells us how good all these works will be.

Verse 14 explains where unrepentant souls are placed 
for eternity; ?Death and Hades were thrown into the Lake 
of fire...this is the second death.? What? You ask? Good 
question. It is written: ?In as much as it is appointed for 
men to die once, and after this comes the judgment.?

(Hebrews 9:27). Verse 15 is very clear: 
?If anyone?s name was not found 
written in the Book of Life, he was 
thrown into the Lake of Fire!? This is the 
second death. And it is final and eternal.

Is your name found in the Book of Life? 
God never made man to die, but made 
in God?s image and likeness, man was 
made to live eternally. Think about it; 
Adam was in the presence of Almighty 
God until he disobeyed. Disobedience 
brought truth: ?you shall surely die!? 
The first death is spiritual and physical. 
Just one act of disobedience brings 
judgment and removes our name from 
the Book of Life, just as Adam was 
removed from God?s presence.

In my personal life, with this pandemic and political 
unrest, my wife of almost 49 years has suffered a stroke 
and has Alzheimer?s disease. In all our plans we never 
dreamed we?d have a tougher path at the end of our 
lives, but we have a deep peace that our Father in 
Heaven has placed our names in the Book of Life through 
faith in what He has provided, revealed in detail in the 
Holy Bible. Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but by the grace of God our Father, and the 
completely sufficient work He did at Calvary. And...He is 
helping us right now through good and bad.

As Elk members of Lodge 1968, let us do everything we 
can to help everyone know the importance of having our 
names found written in the Book of Life.

What 's Next ?
The Et ernal Quest ion
David Slot t je, Chaplain



AMERICANISM
Mat t  Way

Hi-HoFellow Elks!  It's Matt here, again,to report that your Americanism Committee is thriving and promoting 
patriotism among our Elks.

Our Flag Day Program, this past June, was standing room only! This Chair loves to hear our members continue to 
compliment the content, and its respectful presentation. The clarity, colors, sound, lighting and visual effects, and even 
the seating and access brought a pulse to our Main Stage again.

I?m proud of the continued effort to produce entertainment that suits and supports our duties in Americanism as Elks, 
as well as sharing with the outside world.This is a worthwhile purpose, to keep us united and strong. It develops and 
maintains the pride we share, and builds it up in weak areas that use substitutes that can only dilute Americanism.

Because Flag Day was such a success, a custom hardwood Flagpole will be displaying our collection of flags in 
lights.You can enjoy the Americanism reminder when coming into the Patio Entrance of the Lodge, and eventually 
become familiar with the evolution of our flags, and expanding respect and Americanism abroad. It?s a great feeling 
when we experience others who appreciate being reminded.

We have a big job and we are proud to do the heavy lifting. Americanism programs have proven to be a fantastic 
genre and I welcome your ideas as the Americanism Chairman!It?sa lot of fun with great purpose. Aswe begin to go 
out in the field we will be armed with true Americanism so it will never become "American-wasm."

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Pat  Raet z

This is long overdue for the Volunteer Coordinator to acknowledge all of the hard work from our dedicated volunteers
these past ten months.  All of you have been so dedicated in helping out in the following areas: 
Cooks: Without you we would not have our members coming in daily.
Greeters/Helpers w ith meals: You have truly stepped in helping out with lunch, dinners, and breakfast.
Bartenders: This Lodge would be a ghost town without you.
Cleaning crew: for the outside and inside of the Lodge great job.
Construction: You may not see what they are doing but trust me they have remolded the kitchen and storage area.
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, A MILLION TIMES THANK YOU





Our event turned out very well and everyone seemed to have a great time. We were dealing with a lot with the Covid 
Restrictions, the last minute date change, and the heat !!

Thanks to an incredible crew and the Young Marines, we were able to make it memorable evening for everyone and 
support our Purple Pig Charity to help those children who need this program so much.

My hats off for all the generous contributions made in addition to all the Gift Cards for the drawing. Our raffle tickets 
and 50/50 drawing were a big success as well.

Due to the bulletin submission date change I am unable to provide our October Purple Pig numbers and our event 
financial accounting until the next bulletin. Thank you again for all your support!

PURPLE PIG
Candy Maxey

Mask Up And Cont r ibut e To The Purple Pigs
Thanks to Kathy Scyphers and Grace Nielsen, you too can get a really cool 
CUSTOM Elks mask with all the  proceeds benefiting the Purple Pigs.  Kathy and 
Grace buy all the materials and donate 100% of everything they get.  

Want a mask? Call the office and leave a message for Kathy and Grace. They'll 
get right back to you!



VETERANS MONTH

Armistice Day originated at the end of World War I, 
on November 11th, 1918. This day marked the 
cessation of hostilities between the Allied Nations 
and Germany. This cessation of war went into effect 
on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, 
November. World War I isregarded as the end of 
?the war to end all wars?.

Later, the name of Armistice Day was changed to 
Veteran?s Day to honor all Veterans who served in 
America?s military.

The Elk?s organization was founded by Veteran?s 
and Veteran advocates after the Civil War and has a 
long history of honoring Veterans with their support. 
Our Vista Elks lodge also supports several Veteran?s 
outreach programs in North San Diego county. 
These programs give vital grassroots aid and 
support to our North County veterans.

The ?Homeless Veterans Organization of San Diego,? 
gives basic support and housing to 25+ Veterans each 

day. Another organization we support directly is the 
?Wounded Warrior Homes? who house 30+ Veterans a 
day in three North County homes.

Our Vista Elk?s Lodge has won a $10,000 Elks 
National Grant supporting the annual ?North County 
Stand Down.? Serving over 200 veterans for 4 days 
starting on February 11, 2021.

In January 2019 during the annual Point-In-Time 
Count, 37,085 homeless Veterans across the United 
States were counted. With just under 11,000, 
California easily topped all states with the most 
homeless Veterans in the country with the next being 
Florida, just over 2,472.

North County Veterans Stand Down is an annual 
four-day event in Vista, California, that enables 
homeless veterans from across San Diego County to 
receive much-needed services in a safe, friendly, 
drug-free and secure environment. During their stay 
at the NCVSD, homeless veterans, their families and 
pets will receive food, lodging, clothing and a variety 

Jim  Davis, Vet eran's Com m it t ee Chairm an

HONORING THOSE
WHO SERVED



of services to help them both physically and mentally.

The idea of North County having its own stand down was 
first introduced by Tom Cowan of Escondido in 2015. 
With an estimated population of over 80,000 veterans in 
North County alone, Mr. Cowan believed that our 
community should come together and help the less 
fortunate veterans and their families.

Inspired by and modeled after the San Diego Stand 
Down, Mr. Cowan started speaking to different veteran 
organizations and like-minded individuals and finally after 
a year, the organization was brought to fruition and 
established as a non-profit organization.

With contributions from veterans groups such as local 
posts of the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, along with community members and leaders from 
a variety of different organizations, the first North County 
Veterans Stand Down took place in 2017 at the Green 
Oak Ranch in Vista. Now after two North County Veteran 
Stand Downs, over 300 homeless veterans have been 
helped. More than 3,000 meals have been served and 
$112,000 in court fines have been forgiven.

More importantly, though, over 30 of the homeless 
veterans that attended one of the Stand Downs have 
been moved into housing with the help of the NCVSD and 
its affiliates.

Many of the guests have received dental care and 150 
pairs of glasses were made on site. While the overall 
number of homeless Veterans did go down in America, 
San Diego City and County has the second largest 
homeless Veteran population, second to Los Angeles.

Our Vista Elks have volunteered over 40 
members and our cooks will be serving over 
200 lunches throughout the Stand Down in 
2021. Over the next few days and weeks, you 
will be hearing more about Stand Down and 
our need for volunteers. I hope you will be 
receptive to our requests.  If you are interested 
in helping in this great annual event held in 
Vista, please call me, Jim Davis, at 
760-458-1589, or email me at 
jim_davis920546@yahoo.com.

On November 11th, our Lodge will be 
celebrating Veteran?s Day with a clothing, food, 
and cash drive to support local Veteran?s 
organizations. The drive will run from 
Wednesday through Friday, November 11-13. 

Members of our Veteran?s Committee will be staffing a 
collection booth for your items. We appreciate your 
generosity!

I know I may be asking for a lot but I?m asking on behalf 
of those you have given a lot and ask of little in return.  
Please reach out and support our great Elks tradition in 
supporting our Veterans in need!

Vet erans Clot hing,
Food and Cash Dr ive

Wednesday - Fr iday
Novem ber  11-13

Donat e and help a Vet !



&F    B
Food and Beverage

Hi Fellow Elks. Not sure 
if everyone has heard 
that I'm the new Club 
Manager for Vista Elks. 
I'm very excited to take 
on this new challenge 
and getting to know 
everyone even better. 

Just a reminder if you 
are having an event at 
the Lodge make sure you 
included me in the plans 
so I can have the logistics 
and staff ready for your 
event.

You will see some small 
changes like adding a 
couple of items to our 
menu that are fresh and healthy, such as our current 
Friday Night Special, Shrimp Scampi. Many of our Elks 
enjoyed our October special, Grilled Salmon, so I will 
bring that back soon. Through the grapevine, I have 
heard that our Day Chef, Mike, can make a mean Egg 
Salad Sandwich so I will be adding that to the lunch 
menu.

When we get back to normal I have a few things planned 

that I hope everyone will enjoy like a Bunco Night 
including dinner, a drink, and prizes. In this season of 
such craziness, one thing that has made a comeback is 
sports, so I'm trying to make sure we have sports on our 
TVs to enjoy. If there is a game you would like to watch 
let me know.

I know we are going to get through this year, and next 
year will hopefully be back to normal.



11/1 Lynda Harris

11/2 Derek Imoto

11/2 Candy Maxey

11/2 Jerry Stephens

11/3 Heidi Fouret

11/3 Joseph Jacob

11/4 Jim Brehove

11/4 David Norton

11/5 Scott Hickey

11/5 Diane Kemmerer

11/6 John Luttrell

11/6 John Morris

11/6 Charles Pollock

11/7 Chuck Williams

11/8 Allan Barnes

11/8 Victoria Hanes

11/9 Allen Chrysler

11/9 Kathleen McKinnon

11/10 Donald Botsford

11/10 Michelle Deitrich

11/10 Krista MacFarlane

11/10 Walter Pearson

11/10 Maura Wolfe

11/11 David  Baldwin

11/11 Roy Norman

11/11 Dola 
Smith-Wormald

11/12 James Beck

11/12 Diann Freese

11/12 Gail Malone

11/13 Michael Cortez

11/13 Barbara Ferguson

11/13 Carole  Reynolds

11/14 Danielle DeFreitas

11/15 Mike Scaramella

11/15 Donna Sibble

11/16 Angela Abadjlan

11/16 Harvey Bryant

11/16 Ben Costantino

11/16 Robert Kurnik

11/16 Janet Martin

11/16 Edward Strole

11/17 Robin Clift

11/17 Gary Van Nevel 

11/18 Bob Crowell

11/18 Albert Dovidio

11/18 Alexandra Kubat

11/19 Ann Hillman

11/19 Rita Jones

11/19 Kristi Kellogg

11/19 Pam Norris

11/19 Norman Ream

11/19 Kellie Wilde

11/20 Mark Lyons

11/20 Dan Mathews

11/20 David Slottje 

11/20 Janelle Stelly

11/20 Calvin Weeks

11/21 Robert Frank

11/21 Jack Jones

11/22 James Brown

11/22 Bill Lavender

11/23 Jeannine Caryl

11/23 Patricia Pollock

11/24 Robert Alvarado

11/24 Danny Coon

11/25 Bob Bednar

11/25 Joseph Cobb

11/25 Robert Drager

11/26 Ken McDonald

11/27 Franklin Pickett

11/27 Alex Ryan

11/28 Doreen Kromer

11/29 Joseph Darrough

11/29 Leonard Faria

11/29 David Robins

11/29 Richard Sanborn

11/29 Ronda Shively

11/29 Jim Smith

11/30 Tex Perry

november birthdays

In Mem or iam

Lois Clow
A  noble elk has fallen. Her trials ended.

Her faults forgotten. Her virtues cherished. M ay she rest in peace.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Eeva Tenger , Duane Reno, Michael Bat es, Barbara Ferguson, 
Madeleine Har less, Joe Vil la, and Melody Vil la



COMMITTEES OF THE LODGE

Activities Coordinator Bob Crowell

Americanism  Matt Way

Audit & Accounting  Gary Van Nevel

Charities  Melodie Chrysler

     Elks Nat'l Foundation  Melodie Chrysler

     Grants  Melodie Chrysler

     Purple Pig  Candy Maxey

     Special Needs Deb & Howard Dyson

Joyce & Wayne Ford

Communications  David Workman

     Photographer  Sandra Kay

     Public Relations  David Workman

     Social Media  Mel Soulias

     Website & App  David Workman

Compliance  Allen Chrysler

Disaster  Trustees

Facilities  Trustees

Forum  Sharon Belleu

Fraternal  David Workman

House Committee  David Workman

Interviews  Melodie Chrysler

Lodge Programs  Allen Chrysler

Mediation  Tom Smith PDDGER

Membership  Officers

Operation Hope  Rick Rathbun

Paraphernalia  Deb Dyson

Protocol  Tom Smith PDDGER

Renovations  Jerry P

Sickness & Distress  David Slottje

Veterans  Jim Davis

Volunteers  Pat Raetz

Youth Activities  James Leitholf PER
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Elks Fidelit y Club
As litt le as $5 a month can change your community

Consider it  my allowance!

www.elks.org/enf/fidelityclub.cfm

1. Visit  sm ile.am azon.com .

2. Sign in w it h your  Am azon.com  credent ials.

3. Search for  "California-Hawaii Elks Major  
Project  Inc"  in t he Char it y box.

4. Select !

"Life is like a plethora of pinatas...
First  you get  beat  up a lit t le bit ....
Then hope something sweet  comes out  of it !"
Says...El Guapo



VISTAELKS.ORG  |   FACEBOOK.COM/VISTAELKS

Vista Elks Lodge #1968

1947 E. Vista Way

Vista, CA  92084-3320
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