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LODGE OFFICERS 2020-2021

Exalted Ruler  David Workman

Leading Knight  Melodie Chrysler

Loyal Knight  Allen Chrysler

Lecturing Knight  James Leitholf, PER

Esquire  Deb Dyson

Ast Esquire  Cathy Rayborn

Chaplain  David Slottje

Ast Chaplain  Dennis Keas

Inner Guard  Walter Pearson

Tiler  Diane Phillips

Secretary  Sharon Belleu

Treasurer  Joyce Ford

Presiding Justice  James Stewart

ALT to Grand Lodge  Tom Smith, PDDGER

TRUSTEES 2020-2021

1st Year Trustee  Jim Sibble

2nd Year Trustee  Howard Dyson

3rd Year Trustee  Tom Smith, Chairman

4th Year Trustee  Steve Shaw

5th Year Trustee  Al Ogilvie

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND EXALTED RULER

John E. Harry

LODGE BUILDING CORPORATION

Chair  Tom Smith

Secretary  Sharon Belleu

Treasurer  Joyce Ford

VISTA ELKS LODGE

Lodge Manager Sandra Kay

AST Lodge Manager  Lori Harrison

RV Park Host  Glenda Crowell

PER ASSOCIATION

President  James Leitholf, PER

Secretary  Mike Posiadly, PER

Treasurer  Tom Smith, PDDGER

Elk of the Month
Jim Davis

Sweteheart of the Year
Pat Raetz

Officer of the Year
David Workman

Citizen of the Year
Deb Dyson

Elk of the Year
Jerry Perrault

1/1 Fixfor Johnson

1/1 Jim Sawyer

1/1 Raymond Yannayon

1/2 Leland Heiner

1/2 John Schaefer

1/3 Carolyn Beitelspach

1/3 Timothy Dunbar

1/3 James Wiese

1/5 Kenny Eddleman

1/5 Robert Morton

1/6 James Wells

1/7 Tracy Markham

1/7 Rick VanOver

1/8 Tim Geiermann

1/8 David Vesper

1/8 Ralph Willis

1/8 Doug Woltman

1/9 Ron Hetzner

1/9 Ken Hogue

1/9 Donovan Hurley

1/9 Norman Linek

1/10 Timothy Johnson

1/10 Marc Reno

1/10 Dorene Robertson

1/11 Diane Crawford

1/12 Richard Castle

1/12 Sally Mc Vitty

1/13 Rachel Alvarez

1/13 Andrew Bissonnette

1/13 James Nuse

1/13 Patrick Ryan

1/14 John Yelusich

1/15 Brock Turner

1/16 Susan Cooke

1/17 Curtis Allen

1/17 Thomas Champlin

1/17 Thomas Harrington

1/17 Melissa McNutt

1/20 Michael Albro

1/20 Jeffrey Low

1/21 Andrew Amato

1/21 Jason Buckingham

1/22 John Bergman

1/23 David Capelouto

1/23 Deb Dyson

1/23 Charles Pedigo

1/23 Carolyn Wilt

1/24 Derek D'Agostini

1/24 George Geanoulis

1/24 James Hudson

1/24 Jim Mullin

1/24 Nancy Pope

1/25 Robert Childs

1/25 Tommy Taylor

1/25 Jim Warner

1/26 Lloyd Bruce

1/26 Charles Perrault

1/26 William Raudaitis

1/27 Dennis Keas

1/27 Walter Welsh

1/28 William Turpin

1/29 Tom Kromer

1/29 Howard Kruegel

1/30 Simon King

1/30 Brandy Rains

1/31 Louis Buffone

1/31 Joe Vampola

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS



There is a great quote attributed to novelist, Eliza 

Tabor, "Disappointment to a noble soul is what cold 

water is to burning metal; it strengthens, tempers, 

intensifies, but never destroys it.?  My friends, this is 

the way I hope we will look back at the year 2020.

As the year began, I was looking forward to a 

positive vote from our membership to become the 

next Exalted Ruler of our great Lodge.  I was 

meeting with my team of likely officers to map out 

ways we could hit the ground running.  We had a 

goal that would reach far beyond a single ER; a plan 

that would reach through the decade and multiple 

ERs, setting a course of growth for many years to 

come.

March 11th hit and the Lodge had to close for nearly 

three months.  Our Officer?s Installation was delayed, 

Mid-Term, State and Grand Lodge Conventions 

canceled, as well as all the Lodge visitations where 

Elks of the district can assemble and get to know 

each other.

Our Lodge didn?t open again until June 4th.  In fact, 

we have never fully opened, with all our activities 

and events, since we closed in March.  I would not 

blame you for feeling frustrated.  We can all feel 

frustrated if we choose to.

If we focus on the frustration, we will likely lose 

sight of our blessings.

In 2020, volunteers we hardly knew stepped up in 

ways we could could not have imagined at the 

beginning of the year.  One of my favorite memories 

was our second Wrap?N?Go featuring the homemade 

Mexican food of Vera and Rudy Mercado and their 

family and friends.  What an amazing job they did.

The Lodge Trustees and other volunteers updated 

the flooring in most of our Lodge, refurbished our 

kitchen, graded and spread new gravel on our lower 

parking lot, all our palm trees were trimmed, the RV 

Park got a new laundry facility and bathrooms, the 

cook shack has been redone, as well as the outdoor 

bar area.

We began to make better use of the patio areas that 

we have, utilizing them for outdoor Lodge meetings, 

dinner events like the Purple Pig Pasta Party, and our 

daily lunches and dinners.

During 2020, we have continued to grow in numbers 

as a Lodge.  Even more amazing, our average 

member age has continued to get younger?  we are 

attracting younger members!

We have gotten better at communication through 

various digital channels.  You can get information 

about our Lodge whenever you want through our 

app, Facebook page, or website, twice-weekly via 

email, or read a good old fashioned paper bulletin.

There is more positive growth ahead for us in 2021.  

I can?t say if we will have Mid-Term, State, or Grand 

Lodge this year.  I don?t know when Karaoke or Friday 

night dancing will return.  But I can tell you that like 

cold water is to burning metal; this year will 

strengthen, temper, intensify, but never destroys us.

If you have yet to get fully immersed at our Lodge, 

this is the year.  Choose to volunteer.  Choose to be a 

part of something that flourishes in the face of 

frustration.

Thank you to all the hearty souls that donated time, 

money, and sweat-equity in 2020.  You make a 

difference in our Lodge and community.

I?m honored to serve with you!

ER David

An Unexpect ed Year
by  ER Davi d Wor kman



What is the longest book you?ve ever read? What is 
the greatest distance you?ve ever walked? What is 
the largest meal you have ever eaten? And what on 
earth could these three curious questions possibly 
have in common?

In case you haven?t guessed, they are all examples of 
big projects accomplished in small stages. You read 
that book one page at a time; you covered that 
distance one step at a time, and ate that huge meal 
one bite at a time, right? One page, one step, one 
bite might not seem like much to you when 
compared to the whole, but each brings you closer to 
your goal.

At the beginning of every New Year, people just like 
us often ?turn over a new leaf!? We get a fresh start 
at life again, and even make ?New Year?s Resolutions.? 
As your Chaplain, may I challenge you to try to read 
completely through the Bible in the coming year? 
Seek a One Year Plan on the internet, or go to your 
favorite Christian Book Store and purchase a 
through-the-Bible plan. Walk Thru the Bible has a 
Bible called, ?The Daily Walk Bible,? and once you 
establish a daily habit of reading, you?ll be amazed at 
how ?alive? God?s Word is today.

Reading the Bible is more than a pleasant pastime. It 
can become a daily habit that will change your life. 
God?s Word holds out a promise of rich benefits for 
those who spend time in it. Here are seven blessings 
from Psalm 119 that can make your life better as you 
make reading the Bible your daily companion.

1. The Bible will help keep you from sin. ?I have 
hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not sin 
against You? (verse 11).

2. The Bible will lift your burdens. ?My soul is weary 
with sorrow; strengthen me according to Your Word? 
(verse 28).

3. The Bible will guide your steps. Your Word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path? (verse 
105).

4. The Bible will bring you joy. ?Your statutes are my 
heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart? (verse 
111).

5. The Bible will lead you to wisdom. The unfolding 
of Your Word gives light; it gives understanding to 
the simple? (verse 130).

6. The Bible will give you peace. ?Great peace have 
they who love Your law, and nothing can make them 
stumble? (verse 165).

7. The Bible will bring you back to God. I have 
strayed like a lost sheep. Seek your servant, for I have 
not forgotten Your commands? (verse 176).

As members of Vista Elks, may the One True God, 
whom we say we love, guide us through 2021 no 
matter what the challenges might be. May God?s 
Word be our guide, our joy, and our peace. Let?s go to 
His Word with a teachable spirit, eager to be 
changed. Do not cling to your old ways of life as we 
step into the New Year.

A New Year  Challenge
by  Davi d Sl ot t je, Chapl ai n

Gif t s for  Boys & Gir ls Clubs

Volunteer Coordinator, Pat Raetz prepares 
presents for the Vista and San Marcos 
Boys &  Girls Clubs. Special Thanks to 
Myra Walker who initiated the gift-giving 
for our Lodge.



Pat Raetz

Happy 2021 New Year! May we find this year able to receive a vaccine for COVID 19. We have been blessed 

with our lodge members staying safe during this time of constant change.

Thanks to all of our volunteers who kept showing up when we went through so many changes. Starting with 

Wrap and Go, eating inside, then outside, social distancing, now wearing mask each time we leave our home. 

This lodge has been blessed with such great Volunteers, lodge members who are willing to step up to the 

plate supporting us daily. We have learned a lot during this time of change, but for me the biggest change has 

been seeing how we all come together to support this lodge and our members. All of us from our ER David 

Workman, Office Staff, RV Host, Lodge Manager, Cooks, Waitresses, wish you and your family.

Happy 2021 New Year!

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

November was a bit of a slow month.  I would like to thank all of the donors who contributed month for the 

month!  Rich Richards has won (2) lunch tickets as the largest donor.  Please pick up your

coupons at the office.

PURPLE PIG
Candy  Maxey

PURPLE PIG DONATIONS FOR 
NOVEMBER 2020

Anonymous $ 14.92

Jack Ferry 33.73

Erwin Forstrom 40.37

Dave Furnish 29.91

Jack Jones 34.79

Cari Lott 5.00

Regina Morrison 2.79

Melvin Musio 65.99

Rich Richards 71.98

Social Club 31.68

Yvonne Walsh 31.70

Terry Webber 45.60

November Total $408.40



Help us keep t he Lodge running while we're closed.

PLEASE DONATE TO
"KEEP THE LIGHTS ON"

Every l i t t le bit  helps!



In 1955, the minimum wage was raised by Congress 

to $1.00 per hour.  It was a good year! 

Unemployment was at 4.4%. Some of us will even 

remember the polio flu shots that saved so many 

lives.  And Paul Eckert was initiated on June 11th.

I recently had the opportunity to sit with Paul and 

discuss his days as an Elk member, the early days of 

?Elkdom? for him, and his travels through life.

Paul had barely turned 21 years old when he was 

initiated. He can recall there were 40 new members 

and an additional 20 that transferred from other 

areas. Paul's membership number is 0038.

Paul, age 21, had a big new exciting life ahead of 

him. He could buy a brand new Chevy or Ford for 

about $1600. Getting married in 1956 gave him a 

good opportunity to buy a house in 1955. The 

average cost was $10,000. He could live well and 

liked the low food prices: milk 22¢, bread 18¢, 

potatoes 6¢ lb, bacon 29¢ lb, etc. 

Pauls' father encouraged him to join the Elks and 

become active in doing charity work at the Lodge. 

His father had been the Esteemed Lecturing Knight 

at another Lodge. The main charity that the Lodge 

members focused on was Cerebral Palsy. The original 

meeting place was the American Legion Hall.

To put things into perspective, mixed drinks were 

35¢. Other activities included an annual picnic for 

the lodge family members, a Labor Day Barbeque, of 

which Paul was the chairman of the event for 41 

years. The ?extra meat? was a big demand item for 

the members to buy, for home use. The last few 

Labor Day events that Paul supervised they cooked 

2000 pounds to satisfy all the demand.

Paul was born in St. Louis, Mo. As a young boy, he 

remembered the news of Pearl Harbor being 

attacked. He loved all the kid's games we ?more 

mature folks? liked when we were kids, and he loved 

football. 

The family moved to California, and as a freshman in 

high school, he became the starting center on the 

football team, standing 5'10? and weighing in at 195 

pounds. A ?big boy? as a freshman in those days. He 

later became captain of the team and earned a 

sports scholarship to UCLA. Instead, he chose to go 

into business with his father in the moving and 

storage field. But, Paul's love of sports never left him.

In Paul's initiation year, the sports world lost the 

MLB Hall of Fame pitcher, Cy Young. An award is 

given each year in the major leagues, known as the 

?CY YOUNG AWARD,? to the most favored pitcher with 

by Bill Newman

PAUL ECKERT                CHARTER MEMBER
Liv ing Wel l



the best performance of the year. A 3-time winner of 

this award is Paul's favorite baseball player of all 

time...Sandy Koufax. He also has met Joe DiMaggio 

and has a signed baseball from him.

The world series of '55 was a banner year for the 

team known as the ??Dem Bums?...aka the Brooklyn 

Dodgers. They outlasted the Yankees in a 4-3 edge in 

a World Series that went the full seven games. In the 

normal course of the baseball season, you could see 

a live game at Yankee Stadium, from the bleachers 

for.....75¢. The grandstand was also a good buy at 

$1.25. Wonder if hot dogs and peanuts were still 10¢ 

each?

In later years Paul also met President Ronald Reagan 

in the White House.  In meeting celebrities, the most 

outstanding occasion was having cocktails with 

Queen Elizabeth in San Diego Harbor on her yacht as 

it made its final trip around the world prior to being 

sold. 

Paul?s wife was a leading Republican in the political 

circles and Paul had become a San Diego County 

Supervisor, District 5, '78-'86. He did such a good job 

that several friends and backers almost enticed him 

to run for Congress at one point. He hesitated so he 

could spend his time with his wife and family.

Paul and his wife were married for 64 years before 

her passing 2 years ago. They have 2 children. Paul 

also has ?2 girls?... 2 little poodle pups...very friendly 

and big-time tail-waggers. 

Paul is no doubt a very patriotic citizen with his 

40-foot flag pole that proudly displays our colors to 

all people as they drive down his street. His love of 

our country is also on display as he drives his 

decorated golf cart in downtown Vista when needed.

Having ?old cars? is something most seniors enjoyed 

at one time or another. Paul was no exception. He 

had a 1936 Chevy as his very first car, at a cost of 

$150.00 (used). In addition, others came into his 

possession that included a 1929 Auburn, 1929 Model 

A truck, 1929 Model A 2-door sedan.

In 1955, the average income level for workers was 

about $4000 per year. You could get a black and 

white TV for $99.95. The TV was showing the first 

year of the Mickey Mouse Club and Disneyland had 

just opened in Anaheim,CA. A wonderful new world 

was opening up for adults and children alike.

Paul was so congenial and sharp in all of his 

recalling the days of ?yesteryear.? His genuine 

friendliness is the mark of a super Elk Lodge brother.

Thank You, Paul, for a great hour of your time. 

~ Bill Newman

Editor: To the best of our knowledge we have one 

surviving Lodge member from the original June 1955 

initiation class.  There may be other original members 

who have since transferred out (and back), but one 

member is unique, having remained a member of Vista 

Elks Lodge literally from day 1, for the past 65 years.  

We celebrate him today!

OPERATION HOPE DONATION

On Saturday, November 28, members of the Vista Elks 
Grant Committee presented a check for $3500 to 
Operation HOPE - North County.

Following the presentation, the committee members 
were given a tour of the Operation HOPE facility and the 
good work they provide for the community.



&F    B
Food and Beverage

Hi there, from Elks Club Manager, Sandra Kay.

A few of you got to try the Lobster Ravioli in Vodka 

Sauce before we closed in December, so we are 

going to make that the January Special, as well.

I love Italian food and seafood, so the combination 

of my two favorites is near and dear to my heart. I 

hope you give it a try.

I?ve been thinking we need to add some appetizers 

for the month of January. We are going to be 

featuring Shrimp Cocktail. You can also pair the 

Shrimp Cocktail and Lobster Ravioli with a bottle of 

Chardonnay. You will have a great dinner!

In case any one want to try to make the Vodka Sauce 

at home here is the recipes, so easy and so good.

Ingredients:10 servings

1/2 cup butter

1 onion, diced

1 cup Vodka

2 (28 ounce) cans crushed tomatoes

2 cups heavy cream

Directions:

In a skillet over medium heat, sauté 

onion in butter until slightly brown and 

soft.

Pour in vodka and let cook for 10 

minutes.

Mix in crushed tomatoes and cook for 30 

minutes.

Pour in heavy cream and cook for 

another 30 minutes.



In Mem or iam ...
Ernest  Foll is

These noble elks have fallen. Their trials ended.
Their faults forgotten. Their virtues cherished. M ay they rest in peace.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to David Ellinger, John Hychko,
Jamie Kinney, Jeff Kuns, Donna Lowe, and Corey Norris.

Richard "Rick"  Wil l iam s
St anley Jar ret t

Russell J Bezet t e



COMMITTEES OF THE LODGE

Activities Coordinator  Yvonne Walsh

Americanism  Matt Way

Audit & Accounting  Gary Van Nevel

Charities  Melodie Chrysler

     Elks Nat'l Foundation  Melodie Chrysler

     Grants  Melodie Chrysler

     Purple Pig  Candy Maxey

     Special Needs Deb & Howard Dyson

Joyce & Wayne Ford

Communications  David Workman

     Photographer  Sandra Kay

     Public Relations  David Workman

     Social Media  Mel Soulias

     Website & App  David Workman

Compliance  Allen Chrysler

Disaster  Trustees

Facilities  Trustees

Forum  Sharon Belleu

Fraternal  David Workman

House Committee  David Workman

Interviews  Melodie Chrysler

Lodge Programs  Allen Chrysler

Mediation  Tom Smith PDDGER

Membership  Officers

Operation Hope  Rick Rathbun

Paraphernalia  Deb Dyson

Protocol  Tom Smith PDDGER

Renovations  Jerry Perrault

Sickness & Distress  David Slottje

Veterans  Jim Davis

Volunteers  Pat Raetz

Youth Activities  James Leitholf PER
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Elks Fidelit y Club
As litt le as $5 a month can change your community.

Consider it  my allowance!
www.elks.org/enf/fidelityclub.cfm

1. Visit  sm ile.am azon.com .

2. Sign in w it h your  Am azon.com  credent ials.

3. Search for  "California-Hawaii Elks Major  
Project  Inc"  in t he Char it y box.

4. Select !

"We do not need elaborate temples
or complicated philosophies.
Our hearts should be our temples.
Our philosophy should be kindness."
Says...El Guapo

HAWAII TRIP
Vista Lodge is planning a Hawaii trip and 

Lodges Visitation in February of 2022.

Go to vistaelks.org/hawaii
to get on our mailing list and stay in touch.



VISTAELKS.ORG  |   FACEBOOK.COM/VISTAELKS

Vista Elks Lodge #1968

1947 E. Vista Way

Vista, CA  92084-3320

Help us t ransform  our  pat io int o a com for t able 
year -round ext ension of  our  Lodge.

PATIO DONATIONS
STILL BEING ACCEPTED

MEMO YOUR DONATION TO "PATIO"
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