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LODGE OFFICERS 2020-2021

Exalted Ruler  David Workman

Leading Knight  Melodie Chrysler

Loyal Knight  Allen Chrysler

Lecturing Knight  James Leitholf, PER

Esquire  Deb Dyson

Ast Esquire  Cathy Rayborn

Chaplain  David Slottje

Ast Chaplain  Dennis Keas

Inner Guard  Walter Pearson

Tiler  Diane Phillips

Secretary  Sharon Belleu

Treasurer  Joyce Ford

Presiding Justice  James Stewart

ALT to Grand Lodge  Tom Smith, PDDGER

TRUSTEES 2020-2021

1st Year Trustee  Jim Sibble

2nd Year Trustee  Howard Dyson

3rd Year Trustee  Tom Smith, Chairman

4th Year Trustee  Steve Shaw

5th Year Trustee  Al Ogilvie

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND EXALTED RULER

John E. Harry

LODGE BUILDING CORPORATION

Chair  Tom Smith

Secretary  Sharon Belleu

Treasurer  Joyce Ford

VISTA ELKS LODGE

Lodge Manager Sandra Kay

AST Lodge Manager  Lori Harrison

RV Park Host  Glenda Crowell

PER ASSOCIATION

President  James Leitholf, PER

Secretary  Mike Posiadly, PER

Treasurer  Tom Smith, PDDGER

Elk of the Month
Lori Harrison

Sweteheart of the Year
Pat Raetz

Officer of the Year
David Workman

Citizen of the Year
Deb Dyson

Elk of the Year
Jerry Perrault

2/1 David Berger

2/1 Lillian Dinsmore

2/1 Pete Gilmore

2/1 Ginger Hansen

2/1 Micheal Phipps

2/1 Donald Webb

2/2 Dawnn Baron

2/2 Sharon Belleu

2/2 Johnny Franciullo

2/2 Nick Narbeth

2/2 Nick Zoch

2/3 David Ellinger

2/4 Gregg Kellick

2/5 Leo Chapinski

2/5 Mike Johnston

2/5 Rudy Mercado

2/5 Hugh Salisbury

2/5 Joel Schuman

2/7 Joseph Jaeger

2/7 Brenda Schoonard

2/8 Benjamin Acosta

2/8 Barry Lilore

2/9 Annette Becker

2/9 Robert Hall

2/10 Chris Dees

2/10 Teresa Fitzpatrick

2/10 Madeleine Harless

2/10 Shirley Harrod

2/10 Belinda Maxwell

2/10 Anne Pahl

2/11 Steven Granger

2/11 Robert Marcus

2/11 Tony Olivares

2/11 Kat Wacker

2/11 Ray Wenzel

2/13 Adam Cavazos

2/13 Nicholas Welch

2/14 Al Ockert

2/14 Jeanne Snoddy

2/15 Robert Borgman

2/15 Robert Haugen

2/16 Ron Allevato

2/16 Mae Johnson

2/17 Lawrence Boyle

2/17 Ralph Richey

2/17 Kenneth Spencer

2/18 Brian Deming

2/19 Billie Cooper

2/20 Damon Kellogg

2/21 Donald Chandler

2/21 Richard Kalicki

2/22 Robert Kirchmeier

2/23 Tommy Green

2/23 Darrel Hill

2/23 Andersen Schuck

2/23 Ron Stolle

2/24 Rose Benalcazar

2/24 Philip Hernandez

2/25 Kathryn Markham

2/25 Edward Testa

2/26 Maggie Hicks

2/26 Edward Lopez

2/27 Alan Shada

2/27 Guy Takayama

2/28 Bob Moreland

february BIRTHDAYS



When I think of an oasis my mind's eye instantly 

sees images from the 1962 historical drama, 

Lawrence of Arabia.

In one of the most memorable scenes, British 

Lieutenant T.E. Lawrence (Peter O'Toole) strikes 

out on a daring camel journey across the harsh 

desert to attack a well-guarded Turkish port 

during WWI. The desert is a brutal environment 

that is seemingly devoid of life, yet the native 

Bedouin tribes know how to make the most of 

their surroundings.

Our lives can feel like deserts at times. In fact, 

2020 may have seemed like a desert to many 

people... "seemingly devoid of life..." or at least 

enjoyable living.  The inability to mix and mingle 

with my friends, go to parties, celebrate 

significant times, and just be social has been 

difficult for me because I greatly enjoy those 

things. At the Lodge, there is no Bingo, no 

Karaoke, no dancing, no game nights, etc. Our 

lack of activities is a desert of sorts. And yet 

there is life!

Finding resilient life in a desert has much to do 

with knowing what to look for and being able to 

separate that which is flourishing from a mere 

mirage. As Elks, we need to look no farther than 

our name; The Benevolent and Protective Order 

of Elks.

The music, the food, the beverages, the social 

life is fun but it 's not what we're about. We strive 

for a more meaningful purpose... while sipping 

our drinks. That 's exactly the reason why our 

founders chose to evolve The Jolly Corks into 

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

The good news is that we have been able to stay 

true to our name and purpose, even in the 

desert of 2020. Like the desert Bedouins, we 

have been able to flourish in a socially 

suffocating, often confusing, and frustrating 

environment... all for the good of our 

community.

In 2020, our "waters" of benevolence and 

protection is been liberally pour out to 

organizations including:

- California-Hawaii Elks Major Project, Inc.

- North County Veterans of San Diego 

- REINS Therapeutic Horsemanship 

Program

- Operation Hope of North County

- County of San Diego Sheriff 's Department

- Women's First Step House of North 

County

Deser t  Oasis
by  ER Davi d Wor kman



- Homeless Veterans of San Diego

- Vista Fire Fighters Association

- Elks National Foundation

- USO of San Diego

- North County Lifeline

- K-9 Guardians

- North County Young Marines

- Wounded Warriors Homes

- Veterans of Foreign Wars

We have been able to demonstrate charity 

because of the generous gifts and support of 

our members. Every time you support one of 

our Food To-Go events, drop off a Purple Pig, 

reserve a spot in our RV Park, donate to Keep 

The Lights On, or simply pay your dues, you're 

helping us live up to our name!

The year 2020 may have seemed like a desert 

but signs of flourishing life were everywhere to 

be seen and celebrated. And so too will be the 

year 2021.

With that in mind, I'm asking for one large 

favor... please pay your 2021 membership dues 

early... as soon as you are able, even today. I 

have already paid my dues so I'm not asking for 

anything I wouldn't do myself.

On behalf of our Lodge leadership, and the 

many organizations we helped in 2020, I thank 

you for your generosity and continued 

membership in our Order. Together, we are 

positively affecting lives in our community. We 

are The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

Valent ine's Day 
Bouquet

$18 of  sweet ness!

Order  Today - Call 760-724-1968

Order a chocolate cover strawberry bouquet for 
your special someone for Valentine's Day!

Each bouquet is freshly sourced and handmade 
at our Lodge to ensure the highest quality.

Each bouquet includes one dozen large 
chocolate covered strawberries arranged in a 
vase with ferns and baby's breath and topped 
of with a heart-shaped balloon that says, 
"Be My Valentine."

Pick up your bouquet on Saturday, February 13. 
Pre-orders are a must!



Many people that I know have a distorted view of 

God?s love. It?s found in fundamentally 

misunderstanding Free Will; the ability given to 

every man by our Heavenly Father to choose your 

own way to think and live out your lives. God 

loves us so much that He allows mankind to even 

reject His offer of forgiveness of sin, and be 

redeemed through the blood of the Lamb, even 

Jesus Christ.

The Word of God states that ?the righteous shall 

live by faith? - Romans 1:17. This faith is a gift 

from God (Ephesians 2:8-9) ?For it is by grace you 

have been saved, through faith -- and this is not 

from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by 

works? ? Yes, grace gives us the freedom to 

choose. We can decide to walk with God and 

draw strength from Him to face whatever life 

throws at us. Or, we can decide to walk away 

from Him...and face the inescapable 

consequences!

Remember the next time you are tempted to 

yield to your old master, grace invites you to 

return and seek forgiveness; but it doesn?t 

automatically remove scars that accompany sin.

Walking with the Lord as His ambassadors means 

we must allow others the freedom to choose. To 

do otherwise abuses as much as those who use 

their freedom as a license to sin. Grace means I 

will never force or manipulate or judge or 

attempt to control you, nor should you do those 

things to me. It means we will keep helping 

others to freedom, deliberately letting go so each 

of us can grow and learn on our own. For most of 

us, letting others go is neither easy or natural. 

Because we care, it is more our tendency to give 

people hints or advice. The thought of letting 

them fail or fall is extremely painful to us, but 

God treats us like that virtually every day of our 

lives! Being a person of grace requires letting go 

of others.

The following piece (source unknown) is helpful in 

times like these. It will help us loosen our grip, 

letting go of others.

LETTING GO

To let go doesn?t mean stop caring, it means I 

can?t do it for someone else.

To let go is not to cut myself off, it?s the 

realization that I can?t control another.

To let go is not to enable, but to allow learning 

from natural consequences.

To let go is to admit powerlessness, which means 

the outcome is not in my hands.

L et t ing
by  Davi d Sl ot t je, Chapl ai n

G o



To let go is not to try to change or blame another,

I can only change myself.

To let go is not to care for, but to care about.

To let go is not to fix, but to be supportive.

To let go is not to judge, but to allow another to 

be a human being.

To let go is not to be in the middle arranging all 

the outcomes, but to allow others to effect their 

own outcomes.

To let go is not to be protective; it is to permit 

another to face reality.

To let go is not to deny, but to accept.

To let go is not to nag, scold or argue, but to 

search out my own shortcomings and to correct 

them.

To let go is not to adjust everything to my desires,

but to take each day as it comes.

To let go is not to criticize and regulate anyone, 

but to try to become what I dream I can be.

To let go is not to regret the past, but to grow and 

live for the future.

To let go is to fear less...and love more.

So as we continue to work our way through these 

pandemic times, may we be known as people 

who love deeply, support furiously, and build up 

one another, and to be found walking worthy of 

the Lord whom we love.

Grasshoppers!

Next  Meet ing Feb 24
Locat ion TBA

Upcom ing Cam pout s:
Tucalot a Spr ings

Feb 5-7
Host ed by Don & Marge Bot sford

Golden Vil lage Palm s
March 5-7

Host ed by Frank  & Michele Traber t



Pat Raetz

Happy Valentine's Day!

Tis the month of Love. This month we acknowledge our Sweetheart of the Year.  All our volunteers have been 

our ?Sweethearts? to this lodge.  

Thank you Thank You to all our volunteers, you are the best!  May you find love in your heart throughout the 

year!

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

We're rebuilding our Vista Elks Purple Pig Committee starting in February.  What is the Purple Pig, 

you ask?

The Purple Pig, an outreach of the California-Hawaii Elks Major Project, Inc (CHEMPI), provides 

therapy for disabled children and early vision screening for children through Occupational Therapy, 

Physical Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy, and Pre-School Vision Screening.

Our local Purple Pig Committee raises funds and donations to support the work of CHEMPI in our 

local area.  The work we do benefits families in our local community.  

If you would like to find out more we invite you to be a part of a Zoom meeting we are having on 

Tuesday, February 16 at 6pm.  Call the Lodge at 760-724-1968 to reserve a spot today.

PURPLE PIG

PURPLE PIG DONATIONS FOR 
DECEMBER 2020

Anonymous $ 16.19

Victoria Hanes $100

Rudy Pino $100.00

William Haun $104.02

Cari Lott $5.00

Walt Pearson $21.77

Anne Pearson $21.77

Rita Jones $49.29

Larry Yost $70.39

Daniel Feyka $79.07

Mel Muzio $70.83

December Total $638.33



Judy Ritter, the well known Mayor of 

Vista, CA. is also one of our cherished 

Vista Elks members. She also is a local 

Realtor® and a typical example of a very 

busy lady that is ?on-the-go? 24/7... 

almost, that is.

Judy was born in Michigan and sadly, 

lost her Father when she just 11 years 

old. He was a World War II hero, flying a 

spitfire and giving ?his all? for his 

country. Judy's mother was a school 

teacher and maintained a nice home for 

Judy and her sister... even earning a 

Masters Degree as she addressed all her 

other responsibilit ies.

In high school, Judy became a 

cheerleader and was later married at 20 

years old. She has three daughters and 

four lovely grandchildren.

The move to California was to enjoy a milder 

climate, as opposed to the Michigan winters. 

In Vista, Judy soon became involved in her 

own business, as we know it today as 

?Jazzercise?. The soon-to-be offered 

franchises was a perfect fit for Judy as she 

developed her own classes and music 

business and later helped promote other 

franchises, even in foreign countries.

She spent time in Japan on such a mission. 

The program was so successful and popular 

that her Jazzercise group was a part of the 

opening live ceremonies of the 1984 

Olympics, held in Los Angeles. Imagine, 

performing a live dance routine in front of 

100,000 fans at the coliseum. What a thrilling 

event. This was a definite highlight of Judy's 

career.

In addition, her dance group was also a part 

of the ceremonies that were done on the 

re-opening of the Statue of Liberty, after the 

renovation was completed in 1986.

Back in Vista, as a business owner, she saw 

the need for a ?Business Merchants? 

organization and was one of the original 

founders of the group. Judy believes in small 

by Bill Newman

Cit y of  Vist a Mayor  and Vist a Elks Mem ber , Judy Rit t er

The Mayor Among Us



business and that it is a key element of Judy's 

thinking in seeing a city develop its potential.

Soon, the Mayor, Gloria McClellan, asked her 

to be a candidate for the city council. She 

accepted and won. She served as a council 

member for 12 years.

As a candidate for Mayor, she won the 

position and is now in her 10th year, her 3rd 

term which will be ending in 2022. She plans 

on retiring from public office at that time. In 

all, 24 years of continuous service to the city 

of Vista.

It boggles one's mind to visualize all the 

pressure, stress, and daily surprises in 

operating a private business, being Mayor, 

and also a part of the Elks organization. Judy 

has a positive approach and readily applies 

her theory; ?Organize your agenda for the 

day and methodically work on each project 

until completed or satisfied. The next day is a 

'new plan,' patterned like the day before."

Judy was drawn to be an active member in 

her community since she saw projects that 

could be completed and enjoyed by all. In her 

terms as Mayor, theCinépolis area on Sante 

Fe Road, which was previously a shopping 

center and then a dirt field, turned into a nice 

enjoyable community venue. In addition, 

affordable housing is in the building stage, 

and an artist loft area is also in the making in 

the beautiful new Paseo Santa Fe 

Redevelopment area.

Housing and care have also been 

forthcoming to the area's homeless. At any 

time, there are many projects being 

considered. A new bike trail, with a mid-stop 

in Vista that would provide a bike repair shop 

and a coffee shop for a refreshment, is in the 

future plans. The traffic patterns in Vista now 

allows for easy access to nearly all business 

streets instead of the prior ?flow-through? 

straight traffic. Add to all these upgrades the 

reputation of ?the city with the most 

desirable year-round weather in the US? and 

this is proving to be a winning formula.

So, how does a person unload all the stress 

and relax to meet more challenges at a later 

date? Judy has developed a plan that brings 

many family members and friends together 

at their individually owned cabins on a lake in 

Michigan. It is an annual event and has been 

for years. In addition, most of her family 

enjoys a two-week vacation in Puerto 

Vallarta, at a private timeshare every year.

Judy's daily or weekly approach to relieving 

the days' workload is her enjoyment of 

cycling. In meeting all that crosses her path, 

Judy has the energy and ?moxie? to definitely 

keep everything in perspective and well 

organized as she sorts through every day 

answering phone calls, emails, texts, and of 

course inquiries from the ?unhappy citizens? 

that no one seems to want to answer. Judy 

also takes that part on.

Judy has lots of energy, a great perspective of 

business and she is definitely a very 

dedicated person who has made Vista a 

much better city.

Thank you, Mayor Ritter. Our Elks members 

salute you for all your contributions to the 

good of mankind. And, I personally thank you 

for your time, good conversation, allowing 

me to interview you, and the great insight 

that you have provided to all of us.



&F    B
Food and Beverage

There's not much happening at the Lodge right now 
as we're still under the Stay-At-Home restrictions.  So, 
here's a recipe you can make at home and enjoy 
during the cooler days of a Southern California 
winter.

Instant Pot Navy Bean Soup

Prep: 15 mins
Cook: 1 hr 5 mins
Additional: 20 mins
Total: 1 hr 40 mins
Yield: 10 servings

Ingredients 
1 tablespoon olive oil
2 carrot, shredded
1 onion, chopped
2 stalks celery, chopped
2 tablespoons minced garlic
6 cups chicken broth 
1 (24 ounce) package dried navy beans
1 teaspoon paprika
1 teaspoon ground thyme
1 pound fully cooked ham, cut into 1/2-inch cubes
1 (14.5 ounce) can diced tomatoes, undrained 
salt and freshly ground pepper to taste

St ep 1 - Turn on a multi-functional pressure cooker 
(such as Instant Pot®) and select Saute function. 
Heat oil; add carrot, onion, celery, and garlic. Cook, 
stirring occasionally, until onions are translucent, 
about 5 minutes. Turn off Saute mode.

St ep 2 - Stir chicken broth, beans, paprika, and thyme 
into the pot. Close and lock the lid; move the valve to 
Sealing. Select high pressure according to 
manufacturer 's instructions; set timer for 34 minutes. 
Allow 10 to 15 minutes for pressure to build.

St ep 3 - Select Cancel/Keep Warm when cooking is 
done. Release pressure for 10 minutes using the 
natural-release method according to manufacturer 's 
instructions. Move valve carefully to Venting and 
release remaining pressure using the quick-release 
method, about 5 minutes.

St ep 4 - Unlock and remove lid; stir ham and 
tomatoes into the bean mixture. Close and lock the 
lid; move the valve to Sealing. Select high pressure 
according to manufacturer 's instructions; set timer 
for 7 minutes. Allow 10 to 15 minutes for pressure to 
build. Release pressure carefully using the 
quick-release method, about 5 minutes.



Dedicat ion of  t he
Jer ry Beasley Pat io

Vet s Com m it t ee Serving Through The Holidays

On Tuesday, January 12th, 

our new covered patio was 

officially named The Jerald W. 

Beasley Patio Pavilion.  

There was a large crowd in 

attendance including many 

members of Jerry and Pat 's 

family.

Throughout the holiday months of 2020, members of 

our mighty Veteran's Committee worked in kitchens, 

served in food lines, and delivered meals throughout 

north county.

As Myra Walker said in an email, "Our members need to 

know what we do behind the lines and where the money 
goes."  Well said, Myra!

Thanks to committee chair, Jim Davis, and all who helped!



Elks Fidelit y Club
As litt le as $5 a month can change your community.

www.elks.org/enf/fidelityclub.cfm

1. Visit  sm ile.am azon.com .

2. Sign in w it h your  Am azon.com  credent ials.

3. Search for  "California-Hawaii Elks Major  
Project  Inc"  in t he Char it y box.

4. Select !

activit ies COORDINATOR
We're happy to introduce 

you to our new Activities 

Coordinator, Yvonne 

Walsh.  Yvonne is a new 

member with the courage 

to jump right in.  And 

she's filling some big 

shoes!  Outgoing 

Coordinator, Myra Walker, 

did outstanding work as a 

one-woman department           

        that did it all!

Myra will still be seen regularly at the Lodge as she is involved with a number of committees.  But 

she has earned her time off for RVing and socializing with friends!

Thank you, Myra... and welcome, Yvonne!

Yvonne Walsh Myra Walker

"We need t o act ively cult ivat e
t he ant idot es t o hat red: 
pat ience and t olerance"

Says...El Guapo



COMMITTEES OF THE LODGE

Activities Coordinator  Yvonne Walsh

Americanism  Matt Way

Audit & Accounting  Gary Van Nevel

Charities  Melodie Chrysler

     Elks Nat'l Foundation  Melodie Chrysler

     Grants  Melodie Chrysler

     Purple Pig  Donna Lowe

     Special Needs Deb & Howard Dyson

Joyce & Wayne Ford

Communications  David Workman

     Photographer  Sandra Kay

     Public Relations  David Workman

     Social Media  Mel Soulias

     Website & App  David Workman

Compliance  Allen Chrysler

Disaster  Trustees

Facilities  Trustees

Forum  Sharon Belleu

Fraternal  David Workman

House Committee  David Workman

Interviews  Melodie Chrysler

Lodge Programs  Allen Chrysler

Mediation  Tom Smith PDDGER

Membership  Officers

Operation Hope  Rick Rathbun

Paraphernalia  Deb Dyson

Protocol  Tom Smith PDDGER

Renovations  Jerry Perrault

Sickness & Distress  David Slottje

Veterans  Jim Davis

Volunteers  Pat Raetz

Youth Activities  James Leitholf PER
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VISTAELKS.ORG  |   FACEBOOK.COM/VISTAELKS

Vista Elks Lodge #1968

1947 E. Vista Way

Vista, CA  92084-3320

Help us keep t he Lodge running while we're closed.

PLEASE DONATE TO
"KEEP THE LIGHTS ON"

Every l i t t le bit  helps!
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