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LODGE OFFICERS 2021-2022
Exalted Ruler  David Workman
Leading Knight  Melodie Chrysler
Loyal Knight  James Booth
Lecturing Knight  Tex Perry
Esquire  Loraine Booth
Ast Esquire Deb Dyson
Chaplain  David Slottje
Ast Chaplain  Anne Pearson
Inner Guard  Walter Pearson
Tiler  Diane Phillips
Secretary  Sharon Belleu
Treasurer  Joyce Ford
Presiding Justice  James Stewart
ALT to Grand Lodge  Tom Smith, PDDGER

TRUSTEES 2020-2021
1st Year Trustee  Bruce Scyphers
2nd Year Trustee  Tom Smith, Chairman
3rd Year Trustee  Steve Shaw
4th Year Trustee  Al Ogilvie
5th Year Trustee  Jerry Perrault

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND EXALTED RULER
John E. Harry

LODGE BUILDING CORPORATION
Chair  Tom Smith
Secretary  Sharon Belleu
Treasurer  Joyce Ford

VISTA ELKS LODGE
Lodge Manager Sandra Kay
AST Lodge Manager  Lori Harrison
RV Park Host  Glenda Crowell

PER ASSOCIATION
President  James Leitholf, PER
Secretary  Mike Posiadly, PER
Treasurer  Tom Smith, PDDGER

vista elks lodge #1968
COMMITTEES OF THE LODGE

Activities Coordinator  Yvonne Walsh

Americanism  Matt Way

Audit & Accounting  Open

Bingo Pat Neff and Larry Kolsky

Charities  Melodie Chrysler

     Elks Nat'l Foundation  Melodie Chrysler

     Grants  Melodie Chrysler

     Purple Pig  Donna Lowe

     Special Needs Deb & Howard Dyson

Joyce & Wayne Ford

Communications  David Workman

Lodge Photographer  Sandra Kay

Compliance  David Workman

Disaster  Trustees

Facilities  Trustees

Forum  Sharon Belleu

Fraternal  David Workman

House Committee  David Workman

Interviews  Melodie Chrysler

Mediation  Tom Smith PDDGER

Membership  Officers

Operation Hope  Rick Rathbun

Paraphernalia  Anne Pearson

Protocol  Tom Smith PDDGER

Renovations  Jerry Perrault

Sickness & Distress  David Slottje

Veterans  Jim Davis

Volunteer Coordinator (Pro Tem)  Myra Walker

Youth Activities  Tex Perry

CONTACT INFORMATION

Lodge Office 760-724-1968

Office Hours  Monday - Friday, 9am - 2pm

RV Park 760-330-1861

Lodge Address 1947 E Vista Way, Vista, CA 92084



Elk of the Month
Open

Sweetheart of the Year
Anne Pearson

Officer of the Year
Al Ogilvie

Citizen of the Year
Jim Davis

Elk of the Year
Phillips Reid

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
8/1 Darrell Diwell

8/2 Nicholas Leitholf

8/2 Jack Mc Clain

8/2 Ellen Rinehart

8/3 Bob Burggraf

8/3 Allen Hickerson

8/3 Barbara Hotze

8/3 David Martinez

8/4 Glenda Crowell

8/4 Diana Graham

8/4 Melissa Soulias

8/5 Thomas Bell

8/5 Mike Graham

8/6 Eric Bishop

8/7 Carroll Crannell

8/7 Helmut Ohnesorge

8/7 Diane Phillips

8/8 Graham McGruer

8/8 Randy Sawyer

8/8 Melody Villa

8/9 Don Formiller

8/9 Tom Roy

8/9 Mark Shea

8/12 Paul Humphrey

8/12 Sandra Kinsler

8/13 Robert Lee

8/14 Robert Jones

8/14 Ron Lord Jr

8/14 Tom Walker

8/15 Vicki Ogilvie

8/15 Bart Pasini

8/16 Eugene Branning

8/16 Scott Cormany

8/16 Francis Roach

8/17 Frank D'Agostini

8/17 Thomas Severance

8/20 Dennis Enriquez

8/20 Mark Johnson

8/20 Danny Milosavljevic

8/20 Terry Webber

8/21 Robert Apodaca

8/21 Matthew Moyer

8/21 Gordon Peterson

8/21 Ryan Pettit

8/21 Robert Rota

8/21 Richard Williams

8/22 William Arnswald

8/22 Lori Fay

8/22 Clifford Mensch

8/22 Dale Serafin

8/22 Jerry Shiffer

8/22 Jerry VanAlfen

8/23 Michael Bates

8/23 Len Brazinsky

8/23 Olivier Defernez

8/23 Nancy Elliott

8/23 Terry Wisniewski

8/24 Karen Kehoe

8/24 Gerry Wright

8/25 Bill Hart

8/25 Jeff Hotze

8/26 Richard Reminder

8/27 Stacy Cox

8/27 Kathy Wessels

8/28 Walter Fisher

8/28 Bob Hites

8/29 Brett Ferguson

8/29 Larry Kolsky

8/29 Chuck Potter

8/29 David Workman

8/30 John Perkins

8/30 Helen Pietroforte

8/31 Joseph Farrell

8/31 Marty Miller

8/31 C Jay Parkinson

8/31 Gary Prine



From the Er's desk
Davi d Wor kman

This was my first year going to The Grand Lodge 
National Elks Convention (aka Grand Lodge) and 
what an experience it was!

The Elkdom experience has much in common with 
the analogy of peeling an onion. The new candidate?s 
understanding of the Elks usually revolves around 
the local Lodge, events they may have attended, and 
friends that are members at the Lodge. Over time, 
their involvement increases and they become aware 
of the charitable nature of the Lodge in the local 
community.

The next level of awareness is usually at the District 
level as members of the local Lodges join forces for 
charitable events or simply to celebrate various 
occasions. Seeing Elkdom at a District level helps 
newer members gain a better understanding of the 
power of the BPOElks and can build excitement for 
the organization.

Experiencing Grand Lodge is all that and more! 
Nothing can suitably prepare you for gathering with 
nearly 7,000 committed Elks, all dressed in their 
Lodge shirts, State Association blazers, and more 
pins than you can possibly count.

The single most thrill ing moment for me was when 
all the attendees arose and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance; nearly 7,000 American citizens reciting 
the pledge with commitment to every word uttered. 
It brought a tear to my eye?  and I probably wasn?t 
alone.

Another memorable aspect of the 2021 Tampa Grand 
Lodge was the appearance of Hurricane Elsa.  Elsa 
ended up blowing through Tampa during the middle 
of the night without causing much damage.  Grand 
Lodge was delayed by a couple of hours the next 

morning and all went 
rather smoothly.

My least favorite 
take-away from the 
week is my catching 
COVID.  I?m not sure if it 
was from one of the 
plane rides or another 
contact point, but the 
day after my return 
home, I was pretty 
miserable.  I?d like to 
thank Esteemed Leading 
Knight Melodie Chrysler, 
James Leitholf PER, Tom 
Smith PDDGER, Club 
Manager Sandra Kay, 
Assistant Club Manager 
Lori Harrison, Chaplain 
David Slottje, and 
Secretary Sharon Belleu 
and the Lodge office 
staff for their help 
during my absence and 
"standing in the gap!?

It?s one thing to hear and know that as Elks we are 
not alone in times of need.  But it?s another thing 
altogether, a humbling feeling when I see the virtue 
of Brotherly Love in action on my behalf.  I don?t like 
to ask or feel needy but in this case, please know 
how much I appreciate you all fil l ing in for me when 
I couldn?t do so for myself.

We are The Benevolent and Protective Brotherhood 
of Elks of the United States of America!  That?s how 
we roll!

My Grand Lodge Exper ience

Vist a Lodge #1968 Exalt ed Ruler , David Workm an 
w it h CHEA St at e President , Jay Lark ins



Is God, in the time of Abraham, David or Moses, the 
same in His dealings with men today, as He was 
then? Or is He different in this age of grace, in 
working with people today? What does the Holy 
Scripture teach us? The Bible reveals that God, our 
Creator isimmutable; unchanging in all His ways.

First of all, God is ?from all eternity? (Psalm 93:2), 
?the eternal King? (Jer. 10:10), ?the immortal God? 
(Rom 1:23). ?Before the mountains were born or you 
brought forth the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God.? (Ps 90:2). 
Earth and heaven, says the Psalmist, ?will perish, but 
you remain; they will wear out like a garment. Like 
clothing you will change them and they will be 
discarded. But you remain the same, and your years 
will never end? (Ps 102:26-27). ?I am the first,? says 
God, ?and am the last? (Is 48:12).

Created things have a beginning and an ending, but 
not so our Creator. ?Who made God?? a child?s 
question, is simply answered, God did not need to be 
made, for He alwayswas! He exists forever, and He is 
always the same. He does not grow older; He doesn?t 
gain new powers, nor lose those He once had. He 
does not get stronger, or weaker, or wiser, as time 
goes by. ?He cannot change for the better,? wrote A. 
W. Pink, ?for He is already perfect; and being perfect, 
He cannot change for the worse!?

In our search in the Bible, we read in two places how 
He disclosed His Holy Name to Moses: (1). Exodus 

3:14 -- ?I Am Who I Am? -- a phrase of which YHWH 
(Yahweh) or (Jehovah, the LORD) is simply a 
declaration of His self-existence and His eternal 
changelessness.

And, (2). Exodus 34 -- we read how God ?proclaimed 
His name, the LORD? to Moses by listing various 
facets of His holy character; ?The LORD, the LORD 
(Yahweh), the compassionate and gracious God, slow 
to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet He does not leave 
the guilty unpunished; He punishes the children and 
their children? (vv5-7).

God is forever what at that moment, three thousand 
years ago, He told Moses that He was. His moral 
character is changeless! And James, Jesus? 
half-brother, and author of the Book of James in the 
New Testament wrote in a passage that deals with 
God?s holiness and goodness, His generosity to men 
and His hostility to sin, speaks of God as one ?with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change? James 1:17 RSV).

We know that His Word never changes, and that His 
ways do not change, nor do God?s purposes change. 
Our Father (God) never acts out of character!  How 
then shall we live? Simply this: Fear God, obey His 
Word, bring glory to His name, and worship His 
majesty. Amen.

our unchanging god
Davi d Sl ot t je, Chapl ai n



Elks Fidelity Club
As l i t t le as $5 a m ont h can change your  com m unit y.

www.elks.org/enf / f idelit yclub.cfm

"Silence is sometimes 
the best response."

Says...El Guapo



june new members

Phyllis Brown

Stephen Brown

Raymond Carstensen

Deborah Fisher

Jill Flansburg

Dave Francisco

Tom Golnick

Raquel Goncalves

Jeffrey Gossard

Michael Hamnquist

Dillon Hurley

Mike Imoto

Patrick Ingram

Karen Kehoe

Betty Larson

John Lorson

Mike Nation

Chris Peters

Robert Rota

Jeffrey Sapol

Sandra Sapol

Glen Servi

Tom Souther

Ryan Stribley

Margaret Strickland

Irene Thomson

Welcom e New Mem bers!

Our  90-Day New Mem ber  Challenge cont inues t hrough 
August  31. Invit e a f r iend t oday!



Horst, Friedrich $3.00
Mora, Sandra $75.00
Perrault, Jerry $55.00
Raetz, Patricia $8.00
Raffle Income $645.00
Raffle Income $210.00

Gravison, Bobbie $100.00
Lappert, Patricia $52.00
Hanes, Victoria $50.00
Perrault, Jerry $45.00
Carnaval Profits $696.89

June Total $ 1,939.89

PURPLE PIG
Hel pi ng ki ds wal k, tal k, see, and pl ay

June Purple Pig Donations

Thanks to all the generous monthly givers to the Purple Pig.  Your contributions to directly to our local 
community.

In Mem or iam ...

A  noble elk has fallen. His trials ended.
His faults forgotten. His virtues cherished. M ay he rest in peace.

Jean Car r i l lo





Thousands of Elks and guests were welcomed to Tampa by 
Past Grand Exalted Ruler Malcolm J. McPherson during the 
Opening Ceremonies of the 156th Grand Lodge Session. 
McPherson introduced the PGERs and Past First Ladies, 
followed by First Lady Stacey Ryan and GER Paul R. Ryan. 
Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody thanked the Elks for 
visiting her state and for the great work they do.

After the parade of flags and Pledge of Allegiance, PGER 
Michael T. Luhr spoke about the Elks Pearl Harbor Fund 
Campaign. Luhr reported that Elks nationally gave 
$514,971.78 to im- prove the outreach of the Pearl Harbor 
National Memorial. The memorial used the funds to create 
several virtual presentations that visitors could view re- 
motely. The funds also expanded the memorial?s virtual 
coverage to include the USS Oklahoma and the USS Utah, 
two ships that were sunk during the Pearl Harbor attacks.

PGER Louis J. Grillo, chairman of the Elks National 
Foundation Board of Trustees, introduced the Foundation?s 
report, which included brief updates from the Elks National 
Veterans Service Commission and the National Drug 
Awareness Program.

A report on the Hoop Shoot competition was given by ENF 
Youth Program Associate Makenna Cannon. Although the 
pandemic forced an early end to the 2019?2020 Hoop 
Shoot, that year?s competitors were able to complete the 
contest in 2021.

An update on the Most Valuable Student Scholarship 
program was giv- en by ENF Associate Director Debbie 
Kahler Doles. She noted that the ENF Leadership Weekend, 

which usually brings the top 20 scholarship finalists to 

Chicago, was held virtually in both 2020 and 2021. She 
queued up video introductions for the top MVS Scholar- 
ship winners for 2021, who will receive $50,000 over four 
years to complete their college educations. Doles also 
spoke about the Community Invest- ments Program. Local 
Lodges used the grants to support food pantries, emer- 
gency responders, hospitals, schools, and many other 
community institutions during the pandemic.

Elks National Veterans Service Com- mission Director Mary 
Morgan spoke about the ways the ENVSC and its VA 
Voluntary Representatives adapted to the pandemic. 
Resources were used to provide tablets that virtually 
connected state veterans home residents with their 

Gr and  Lodge -  r ecap
July 4- 7, 2021



families; give protective equipment to VA staff, veterans, 
and caregivers; and deliver food baskets to local veterans. 
She also noted that Elks volunteers were quick to return to 
in-person volunteering as soon as it was safe to do so.

PGER Millard Pickering spoke about the National Drug 
Awareness Pro- gram. He noted that the pandemic actually 
exacerbated the problem of ram- pant drug abuse. The 
National Drug

Awareness Program has worked hard to find creative ways 
to reach children when they are not in school in person. 
Pickering urged Members to attend the four National Drug 
Awareness Pro- gram seminars later in the week.

PGER Grillo capped the ENF presentation by urging Elks 
across the country to join the ENF Fidelity Club, which 
involves making monthly donations to the Foundation.

The keynote presentation was given by GER Paul R. Ryan, 
who spoke about his strange but exciting year. He noted 
that despite the pandemic, he was still able to make 22 
trips across the nation.

Reviewing his year?s accomplish- ments, he took special 
pride in a $1,500 grant that the Grand Lodge provided to 
each Lodge to help with pandemic- related expenses. He 
noted that while there was an understandable drop in 
membership of about 40,000 people, about 11,000 of them 
had come back already, and another 12,500 candidates 
were awaiting initiation. He also thanked Elks across the 
country for giv- ing a generous $7.73 per capita to the Elks 
National Foundation.

Reprinted from Grand Lodge Convention News July 5, 2021

CIP Grant s Used To Address Hunger  
and Ment al Healt h
This past year has been unlike anything we?ve 
experienced. But in a year like no other, Elks 
showed incredible resiliency. When neighbors 
needed Elks more than ever, we were there.

Lodges used Community Investments Program 
grants to meet pressing needs brought on or ex- 
acerbated by the pandemic. The CIP streamlined 
available grants and increased grant flexibility in 
the 2020-21 grant year. In total, more than 4,000 
grants? totaling nearly $11.5 million? were 
approved to support Elks communities across the 
country.

More than 50 percent of the funds helped 
combat hunger. Raymond, WA Lodge No. 1292 
used its Gratitude Grant to support a local food 
pantry. Instead of making one large donation, the 
Lodge chose to sustain its giving, purchasing 
hard-to-obtain or rarely donated food items in 
high demand months to extend the pan- try?s 
impact during the crisis.

Homer, AK Lodge No. 2127 leaned into 
sustainability and used a Spotlight Grant to 
support its community garden project. The 

Spotlight Grant helped the Lodge grow its garden 
and provide up to 20 pounds of produce to local 
food pantries during the peak growing season, 
helping to put fresh food on community 
members? tables.

Other Lodges used grant funds to address the 
less tangible needs brought on by the pandemic. 
Newport, RI Lodge No. 104 doubled its impact by 
merging the Spotlight and Beacon Grants to hold 
four mental health first aid sessions. The virtual 
workshops taught adults working with youth, like 
teachers and coaches, how to assist someone 
experiencing a mental health crisis. The Lodge 
addressed a critical community need during a 
time of isolation and anxiety for local kids.

The pandemic?s effects don?t stop even as our 
world returns to normal. That?s why the CIP will

wanted to do this year? Will we have to scale back 
programming when our communities need us 
most???

During that extremely difficult period, the Fidelity 
Club donors buoyed the Foundation.

?They were a constant, reliable source of 



donations that we never had to worry about,? 
Grillo said. ?Now, I?m one of them.?

Give to the ENF with ease. Donors who join the ENF 
Fidelity Club, the ENF?s monthly giving program, have 
continue with more flexible guidelines through 
the 2022 grant year. Many people in our 
neighbor- hoods have lost jobs and family 
members. The CIP is still there, pandemic or not, 
to help communities rebuild stronger than ever.

The Elks National Foundation allocated $14.9 million 
this year to fund the Community Investments 
Program. Lodges meet local needs through grants 
that offer Elks opportunities to serve their 
community in ways that will raise the Lodge?s profile, 
energize the membership, encourage former 
members to return to the fold, and gain the notice of 
people who want to be part of an organization that?s 
doing great things.

A Few Mem or ies...



Grasshoppers!

Sept  8-10
Cam pland on t he Bay

Oct  7-9
Lake Elsinore, W.

Nov 5-7
Tucalot a

Your Ad
Could Be Here!

Call 760-724-1968
 ad for rates.



Friday Night, August 20 from 8-11pm
Featuring ALIAS

$10 Cover for all non-Elks members
(All non-elks must be signed in as guests)

The best dance party of the year... is back!









2021-01 To return to the Laws of the Order the requirement that a Local Lodge conduct a long form Initiatory Ritual for 
the District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler at the time of his/her official visit.(Y) 919 (N) 1727 35% FAIL

2021-02 To allow Local Lodge Past Exalted Rulers Associations to incorporate for the purpose of raising, receiving, and 
distributing funds for such charitable, educational, and scientific purposes that are supported by its Lodge, State 
Association, and/or Grand Lodge.(Y) 1305 (N) 1352 49% FAIL

2021-03 To require incorporated Local Lodge Past Exalted Rulers Associations to obtain Grand Lodge approval before 
taking certain actions.(Y) 1272 (N) 1368 48% FAIL

2021-04 To allow Local Lodge Past Exalted Rulers Associations to incorporate for the purpose of charitable 
fundraising.(Y) 1329 (N) 1329 50% FAIL

2021-05 To clarify that the Grand Exalted Ruler shall have the authority to remove any officer of a corporation formed 
pursuant to the new section 16.035 who neglects the duties of his office, or is guilty of contumacy or conduct injurious 
to the order.(Y) 1678 (N) 958 64% FAIL

2021-06 To allow a Lodge to provide for the waiver of dues and fees of any Applicant who is a current or former Elks 
scholarship recipient with a goal of encouraging membership.(Y) 2053 (N) 606 77% PASS

2021-07 To allow the Grand Exalted Ruler to grant full membership in the Grand Lodge to Past Exalted Rulers, 
otherwise qualified, who are prevented from attending a Grand Lodge Convention by reason of the convention having 
been cancelled or in the event a convention fails for lack of a quorum.(Y) 2392 (N) 257 90% PASS

2021-08 To codify the policy of preventing the over service of alcohol and to require Local Lodges to establish a House 
Rule consistent therewith.(Y) 2237 (N) 421 84% PASS

2021-09 To clarify the burden of proof and standard of review in the case of an appeal from an Executive Order.(Y) 
2392 (N) 263 90% PASS

2021-10 To codify fair process practices that are currently being followed in those circumstances where the rights of 
Members, Lodges, State Associations, or officers of any entity formed under the Laws of the Order may be impacted.(Y) 
2389 (N) 266 90% PASS

2021-11 To delete the requirement that the Lodge Secretary prepare the November membership report on forms 
provided by the Grand Secretary since the November membership report is now automatically generated and submitted 
through CLMS; and to eliminate the requirement that the Lodge Secretary give bond if the Grand Lodge Insurance 
Program provides such coverage.(Y) 2524 (N) 126 95% PASS

2021-12 To eliminate the requirement that the Lodge Treasurer give bond if the Grand Lodge Insurance Program 
provides such coverage.(Y) 2454 (N) 203 92% PASS

2021-13 To clarify the duties and responsibilities of the Grand Lodge Auditing and Accounting Committee and the 
duties and responsibilities of the Local Lodge Auditing and Accounting Committee as a result of the use of the new 
Grand Lodge online Financial Reporting System (FRS).(Y) 2413 (N) 246 91% PASS

2021-14 To allow District Deputies to be appointed to Districts other than their home District.(Y) 1042 (N) 1594 40% 
FAIL

2021-15 To increase the amount subject to immediate distribution by the Trustees in the event of the liquidation of a 
Lodge in order to avoid administrative expense associated with the maintenance of nominal trust funds.(Y) 2314 (N) 
314 88% PASS

Grand Lodge Resolut ion
Vot ing Result s
2021 Tampa, FL Ballots Cast 2682 - (Y)es votes, (N)o votes, %, Outcome



AUTOTRANSFORMER
What is an autotransformer? How do I use it? 

Autotransformers are used for all kinds of things, 

tools, machines, RVs boats. Anything that needs extra 

voltage. We will talk about RVs. 

In most parks the voltage at a 30 AMP electrical 

outlet varies with the number of RVs in the park and 

load on the wiring. (Using you're A.C. heater or large 

load) Most of your appliances operate better on a 

higher voltage, run cooler and use less amperage. 

Autotransformers will help protect your RV from 

spikes that could damage your system and prevent 

low voltage damage to your appliances. 

Autotransformers DO NOT use extra park power. The 

amount of power you use is measured in watts (AMP 

X VOLTS). As the voltage increases the amperage 

drops, wires cool off and loads run cooler requiring 

less amperage. The actual wattage being used will 

drop. That is the reason you can run extra loads. FOR 

EXAMPLE: Autotransformers placed between the 

park power and RVs is the same as how EDISON uses 

line boost transformers in housing developments. 

MARTIN DISTRIBUTING -  (760) 533-4025 -  www.martinrvvoltagebooster.com



Vist aElks.com/ Volunt eer

We're look ing for  Bingo volunt eers t hat  can help

1-2 weeks a m ont h on Tuesdays f rom  11am -3pm .

Call t he Lodge t o volunt eer ... 760-724-1968.

Look ing for  a way t o get  connect ed? 

Go t o our  websit e and read about  t he 

dif ferent  areas where you can serve.

As t he saying goes,

"Many hands m ake for  l ight  work ."



Vista Elks Lodge #1968

1947 E. Vista Way

Vista, CA  92084-3320

Labor  Day LUAU - Monday Sep 6
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