Unified Firearms Eligibility Credentialing System: Leveraging CFARS for a
Person-Centric Framework

l. Introduction

To support a person-centric eligibility framework, the system requires a simple, portable method
for individuals to demonstrate eligibility and tier status at the point of transaction. This can be
accomplished by issuing a standardized firearms eligibility card and formally designating the
California Firearm Application Reporting System (CFARS) as the single front end for all
credential-related functions.

Il. CFARS as the Unified Front End

CFARS currently functions as the public-facing portal for firearm-related credentials. Under this
proposal, CFARS would be formally designated as the unified front end for firearms eligibility
management, eliminating the need for a new public-facing platform.

Key Functions of CFARS
The unified CFARS front end would handle all core credential-related functions, including:

Initial application for firearms eligibility alongside a live scan
Integrated safety knowledge assessment

Biometric and identity verification submission

Credential issuance and renewal

Tier upgrade requests and documentation upload

Status display and credential reissuance

lll. The Standardized Firearms Eligibility Card

Upon approval, individuals would be issued a standardized firearms eligibility card reflecting
their eligibility and tier status. The card is designed to function solely as a credential, not as a

registry.
Credential Contents and Exclusions
The card would contain the following information:

e Tier level
e Credential expiration date
e Unique identifier or scannable verification element

Crucially, the card would not contain firearm serial numbers, transaction history, or ownership
records.



IV. Tier Management and Upgrade Process

Tier advancement would be managed entirely through the CFARS platform.
Upgrade Process Details

The process for a tier upgrade would include:

e Upload of required documentation, such as training certificates, a federal Curio and Relic
license, or a carry license.
Automated or semi-automated verification against authoritative databases.
Issuance of an updated eligibility card upon approval.

Verification Examples
Verification includes:

e Verification of federal Curio and Relic licenses through federal license databases.
e Verification of carry license status through issuing authority records.

Backend systems remain unchanged and continue to perform eligibility monitoring.
V. System and Operational Benefits

Designating CFARS as the unified front end and issuing a standardized eligibility card produces
several significant operational advantages:

Operational Advantages

Eliminates duplicative data entry across systems.

Reduces transaction time at the dealer level.

Improves clarity for applicants and licensees.

Separates eligibility verification from transaction processing.

Allows the Dealer Record of Sale (DROS) system to function as an authorization and
recordkeeping system rather than an eligibility engine.

This unified approach aligns system design with existing eligibility monitoring practices, reduces
transaction complexity, and improves overall system stability without requiring a full platform
replacement.



