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Falkner Swamp U. C. C.

The VOICE
Pastor’s Message

Dear Beloved Community of Falkner Swamp:
Lately I’ve really appreciated our cultural emphasis on giving thanks for the
month of November. I know many look forward to Thanksgiving Day for its
simplicity. Unlike birthdays and Christmas, there is no elaborate planning of
gifts and get-togethers. We come together on one designated day that
everyone has off (thank you to emergency personnel who still work and are
on call). Most of us know not to bring up sensitive topics so all can enjoy.
(Though who doesn’t have a story of a verbal game of chicken between two
relatives?)
I like the “Give thanks” movement because it stretches out the concept of
Thanksgiving Day from one moment of frenzied overstuffed feeding, where
worn-out hosts are left to clean up and the rest of us fight traffic, to a monthlong emphasis on the simple act of being grateful. It’s a movement that
stretches to a lifetime.
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Taz Tagore discovered this over oatmeal, when taking a break from her fastpaced, achievement-oriented life to attend a silent retreat. On one of the final
days she witnessed another attendee lower her head and mumble a prayer.
The floodgates opened and Taz discovered the power of praying her gratitude
over something as ordinary as a bowl of porridge. Her journey from that
simple act of thanks led to her vocation as a leader for homeless youth to find
hope and purpose, through the Reciprocity Foundation, of which she is cofounder. She learned to slow down long enough to understand and experience
gratefulness.

Mission Work………………………….2

Giving thanks is a central focus of prayer in all faiths. The Apostle Paul
opened his letter to the Thessalonians, in the oldest known piece of Christian
writing, with “we always give thanks to God for you.” In the next breath he
encouraged them to “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.”

Women’s Ministries………………..13

Take this month and devote a part of each day offering a prayer of thanks.
Some ideas: that you woke up breathing; for a moment of rest; for memories;
for a negative test result; for the loyalty of a beloved pet; a car that works; a
job to go to; a house with heat and running water; our church; a Creator who
loves you wildly. Just for starters. Come to the Thanksgiving service on
Nov 21 to write your favorites down on our Thanksgiving Tree.
Thankful to be on this journey with all of you- Rev. Frances
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Sunday Nov 11, Operation Paperback, 12-5pm at
Boyertown Area Multi-Service
-pack paperback books for stationed military and
their families overseas
-join in this mission with area UCC churches Church of the
Good Shepherd and Calvary UCC, Barto
If anyone would like to donate books, Operation Paperback
Headquarters has requested new puzzle books (crosswords, word
search, Sudoku, anagrams, cryptograms and brain teaser) in
addition to gently used paperbacks.
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Worship News

•
•

Sunday, November 18th ~ Rev. Frances’ Installation @ 3 pm, light luncheon to follow
We hope you will join us for this exciting event in the life of our church.
Sunday, November 25th ~ Confirmands joining during worship, lunch to follow

November 21
Thanksgiving Supper Service
Meal: 6:30 PM
Worship w/choir: 7:15 PM
Church World Service Offering and
Multi-Service food collection

SUNDAY LECTIONARY* READINGS

Sunday liturgy often reflects the lectionary readings, and the sermon focuses typically on one
selection.

11/4: Ruth 1:1-18, Psalm 146, Hebrews 9:11-14, Mark 12:28-34
11/11: Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17, Psalm 127, Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark 12:38-44
11/18: 1 Samuel 1:4-20, 1 Samuel 2:1-10, Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25, Mark 13:1-8

11/25: 2 Samuel 23:1-7, Psalm 132:1-12 [13-18], Revelation 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37

* The “Lectionary” refers to The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL). It is a three-year cycle of weekly Bible
readings used to varying degrees by the vast majority of mainline Protestant churches in Canada and the
United States. The RCL is built around the seasons of the Church Year, and includes four readings for each
Sunday.. During most of the year, the selections are: a reading from the Hebrew Bible, a Psalm, a reading
from the Epistles, and a Gospel reading. During the season of Easter, the Hebrew Bible lection is usually
replaced with one from the Acts of the Apostles.
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Greetings from your Consistory! What a difference a month can
make! Last month it was hot and rainy. Today as I write this it is
forty one degrees, sunny and dry. Once again, counting our
blessings!
This was what occurred at our Consistory meeting on October 22:
After attendance was taken, we offered an opening prayer to God
once again to give us the guidance to do the work He asks us to
do with our church in our community. We also prayed for
tolerance and patience among each other as we get ready to end
the church year, and wrap up church business as we head into
the Christmas season.
Brenda Semach gave the devotion concerning "Whining" in the Bible. The message pointed
out that complaining to God can bring us closer to Him, making our interaction with Him
much more personal . I think this is an extremely important message: talk to God as you
would a friend. Thank you, Brenda, for this meaningful devotion.
This month we were honored by another member of our Confirmation Class, Corrie Shaak. It
was great to have him at the meeting, and it was wonderful to see the interaction between
him and Robin Zerr, who explained to him as the meeting progressed what we were doing.
Thank You, Corrie and Robin.
Another guest at our meeting was Wayne Gruver. Wayne was just "sittin' in"; he is a
relatively new member of our church who wanted to see what was involved in being a
member of Consistory. He is one of several people who have expressed an interest in
joining the governing body of the church, the Consistory.

Changes are happening in the leadership of the church. Brenda Semach has asked to
become president of Consistory. I will stay on Consistory, but plan to be Chair of the Music
and Worship committee. The President of Consistory must be voted for at the
Congregational Meeting on November 11. We also have received several inquiries about
joining Consistory from members of the congregation. To make a long story short, these are
exciting times at Falkner Swamp! Under the leadership of Reverend Frances and with
constant guidance from God, we are all working to do the jobs we are best suited to. Let us
all use the specific gifts we have been given from God to do the work He wants us to do!
Moving on to the Committee reports, the first report was filed by Robin Zerr as head of the
property committee. She reported that new heater / air-conditioning units will be installed
during the second week in November. These units will be able to heat the fellowship and the
kitchen without us having to turn on the steam heat, which also heats the sanctuary. In other
words, we can heat only the "downstairs" when we are not using the"upstairs". Robin also
announced that there will be a work day Nov 10 at 8:30 a.m. Our thanks, in advance, to
everyone who comes out to the work days to do some much needed work around the
church, have some GREAT fellowship, and then an excellent lunch!
Music and Worship reported next. The high points of the report were 1) We are having a
"Trunk or Treat" event at Freed's market on October 28 from 4:00 to 5:30. Bring your ghosts
and goblins! 2) we are having a Karaoke party on November 3rd at 6 p.m., put together for
the youth by Lydia Brown. If you have never done karaoke, I HIGHLY recommend it! 3)
November 4th is All Saints Sunday at which time we will be honoring members of the
congregation who have passed away this year with lighting of candles.
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~continued on page 5

~Continued from page 4
Visitation as reported by Barb Geary noted that Mary Etta Mest made 7 visits and sent out 20
of devotional booklets. Thank You, Barb and Mary Etta!
Repeating something I mentioned in my last report, October of 2020 is when we will be
celebrating our 300th anniversary. If you can help with this project in any way, please contact
Robin Zerr or Brenda Semach. I know they would like the help.
We ran through the monthly business of the church as quickly as we could so we could get to
the treasures report for September, and also to the proposed budget for the year of 2019.
The treasurers report showed a loss for the month of about $ 8,200.00. This reflects several
factors that always come together in the month of September. Bills for mowing, end-ofsummer building maintenance, pension and insurance bills. Couple this with the end-ofsummer low giving, which is typical, and then add in the one time expense of the heater / air
conditioning units for the fellowship room, and you get a significant, although not at all
unanticipated dip in the overall finances of the church. This is NOT a permanent situation, as
I have every confidence that our giving will increase as we get out of our "vacation" mode.
As far as the projected budget for next year is concerned, we will be reviewing this at the
Congregational meting. The overall budget is projected to be $ 140,339.00, which is an
increase of about $ 20,000.00 over last year. This reflects primarily the increase in salary to
Reverend Frances as she has moved from our 1/2 time to 3/4 time minister. Two things to
consider: 1) Our projected income for last year was about $ 120,000.00, and we actually had
an income of $ 147,000.00. 2) Reverend Frances is EASILY putting more than the required
30 to 35 hours a week called for in her covenant with us. Sermons, visitations, retreats, ideas
for growth in our church, endless, numerous meetings. The report she gives to Consistory
each month is always the longest simply because she does a lot. She is our spiritual leader.
Having her lead us in the worship of God and the outreach to the community, both locally and
globally, as Christ commanded us to do, is what makes us not just a club, but Falkner
Swamp United Church of Christ.
In closing. I want to once again thank the members of the congregation for trusting the
Consistory to make decisions for the future of our church. As I said above, these are exciting
times. Different people are getting more involved in the life of our church, and others who are
already involved are moving into areas to which they feel called. With God's guidance,
following the philosophy of Jesus Christ, we will continue to grow into a vibrant, giving, loving
part of our community!

Respectfully,
Bob Schnaars, President of Consistory
Falkner Swamp U.C.C.
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NOVEMBER 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
6:00 PM
Karaoke
Night

4
All Saints
Sunday

5

6

7

7 PM
Music &
Worship

All Saints

7 PM
PRC

8
7 PM

7 PM

Choir

300th

13

12

PND Meal
Operation

Backpack Project

19

20

Joyful Noise
Choir singing

7 PM

3 PM Rev.
Frances’
Installation

Consistory

25

26

Confirmands
Join

15

14
9 AM
Women’s
Ministries
6:30 PM
Property

Congregational
Meeting

18

10
PSEC Fall
Meeting
9:30 — 4
Work Day
8:30—noon

16

17

Anniversary Mtg.

Special Offering

11

9

Blood Drive

7 PM

9—2

Choir

Isett Memorial
4 PM

21

22

23

29

30

24

Thanksgiving
Supper Service
6:30 Meal
7:15 Worship w/choir
CWS Offering &
Food for Multi-Service

27

28
7 PM

7 PM

Christian Ed

Choir

Meeting

Sundays at Falkner Swamp:
◊ 9 AM Sunday School ◊ 10 AM Worship ◊ 11:30 Fellowship Time ◊ 7 PM AA Meeting
Nov. 4 — All Saints Sunday, Communion, All Saints Special Offering
Nov. 11 — Congregational Meeting, PND Meal, Operation Paperback Project
Nov. 18 — Joyful Noise Offering, Choir singing, 3 PM ~ Rev. Frances’ Installation
Nov. 25 — Confirmands Join
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Rev. Frances
Hours:
(generally)
Mondays, varies
Tues & Wed
mornings & by
appt.

Secretary
Hours:
(generally)
Tuesdays,
Wednesdays,
Thursdays
9AM-2PM

Who: Reaching New People Task Force & YOU!
What: Christmas Caroling
Where: Freed’s Market
When: Saturday, December 8th ~ 11 am—2 pm
Why: To be present in our community, spread some
good cheer and collect food for Multi-Service
Sing to the Lord a new song. Let all the earth sing to the Lord
“And he said to them. Go into all the world and proclaim the
gospel to the whole creation”
Let’s share the good news together!

1st meeting,
Thursday, November 8th

November 4, 2018

@ 7 PM

We will be remembering anyone
who passed away since last All Saints
Day (November 5, 2017). We invite
anyone who has lost a loved one this
past year to bring a picture of them (no
larger than 5”x7”) to place on the altar.
We will be lighting candles in their
memory.
Member of FSUCC who passed away
since last All Saints Day:
Leon Borneman
Please see Becky Comer with any
questions.
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PND Meal
Sunday, November 11th
Menu has something for everyone

Workday

(chicken, vegetable lasagna, pasta, salad etc.)

Saturday, November 10th

Please sign up!

8:30 am—noon
~ details in report below ~

The Property Committee has been working on
a variety of things this month. The Christian
Ed door has been getting harder and harder
to open during wet and humid weather, so we
are looking into replacing it along with the
door near the office as it has some of the same
issues. We will have more to report on the Fellowship Hall air conditioner
next month. We are having a work day on Saturday, November 10th from
8:30—noon with lunch provided. Some of the projects we are looking to
tackle that day: trim plants/bushes, pull weeds & pick up sticks/branches,
fix gravestones & fill holes, and cleaning in the history room. Please bring
gloves and tools if possible. Thanks!
Ron Becker, Bob Erb, Lee Heffner, Rob Krause, Sharon Schnaars and
Robin Zerr
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PRC COMMITTEE
Colossians 3:12
Paul tells them the key to remain unified is to show compassion
and forgiveness toward one another.
12 Since you are all set apart by God, made holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with a
holy way of life: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.
Don’t forget that the PRC committee meets the first Tuesday of the month at 7pm. The
committee is designed to be a safe and confidential place to share any frustrations and
struggles, also your joys and ideas. Please talk to anyone on the committee. They can
listen and help with a direction for you. We are all here to do God’s work in this world
together.
Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Semach, Chair
Rev Frances, Bob Erb, Jane Harvey, Lee Comer and Bob Schnaars

It is with a heavy heart that we tell you of

the passing of Leon Borneman 10/9.
Please keep his family in your prayers.

Saturday, November 17th
9 am—2 pm
Schedule your appointment
at www.redcrossblood.org
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER ORDERS

On Sunday, December 23, we will be placing flowers in the chancel area of
our church in honor or memory of loved ones. The flowers are being
purchased from Wendy’s Flowers. The order form is available on the table
in the vestibule at the church or if you would like, the office can email you
an order form. This year, we are offering a few more choices and sizes as
well as some cemetery flowers (which will not be placed in the chancel
area). The deadline to order the memorial flowers this year is Sunday,
December 2nd.

Various collections throughout November and December:


Operation Paperback ~ gently used paperbacks and new puzzle books, due by
Nov. 4



Multi-Service ~ food items for Thanksgiving baskets, sign up sheet on bulletin
board, due by Nov. 11



Samaritan’s Purse ~ see the bulletin or bulletin board for details, due Nov. 11



Bethany Children’s Home ~ gift cards to various merchants, see easel in
Fellowship Hall, due by Dec. 2



Multi-Service ~ new children’s Christmas books for a “Night Before
Christmas” box, due by Dec. 2
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Faithful Giving: Falkner Swamp by the (financial) numbers:
This financial information is for the month of September.
Total general fund intake and out going is:
General Funds In: $9,918.02
General Funds Out: $13,303.61
General Fund Loss for September: -$3,385.59
Restricted and Other Funds In: $2,269.00
Restricted and Other Funds Out: $6,779.71
For more information see Vivian's Treasurer's Report on the bulletin board outside the church office.

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give.”
– Winston Churchill

Consistory wishes you to know that in case of inclement weather…

If you are wondering whether or not church will meet, Consistory plans to spread the
word in these ways. Consistory members will all be informed if church is closed. There
will be no phone chain to call members.

Channel 69 news of WFMZ
Flocknote – sign up for email or text if you haven’t already
Facebook
Additionally, Laura Brown (volunteer CE director) will decide regarding Church School/
Confirmation and will post on Facebook and make calls to teachers/parents.

If you are still unsure, please use your best judgment based on conditions where you are.
You are welcome to call a Consistory member.
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Women’s Ministries Schedule
November 13th @ 9 AM—pack Thanksgiving baskets for Multi-Service
December 4th @ 9 AM—breakfast at Sunflower Café
Thanks to a generous, anonymous donation, Women’s Ministries
purchased Falkner Swamp calendars to give out to members and the
community. Look for them in the vestibule soon!



Women’s Ministries cleaned the windowsills, dusted & vacuumed the pews



Pew benches were worked on to make them more stable



Many parsonage repairs & maintenance

Anything to add to
this section next month?
Please let the office know.
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PSEC News: Vote on Merger of 2 Conferences at Fall Meeting
All PSEC churches received a letter from the Conference Ministers of both PSEC and
PNEC (Pennsylvania Northeast Conference).
Here is an excerpt from the letter, which is posted on the bulletin board under
"Conference and Association News":
"The Church is in transition and faces many challenges and opportunities.
Recognizing that God is inviting us into something new, the PNE and PSE
Conferences began working together over two and a half years ago to discern how
God is calling us to be the Church in the 21st Century.
With study, discernment, and prayer led by a Joint Conference Vision and
Development Team, we now present a vision of hope and possibility in the creation
of a new Conference to serve Eastern Pennsylvania.
The PNEC Board of Directors and PSEC Consistory have approved a resolution
combining conferences that will come to a vote at our 2018 Fall meetings. ....
If both Conferences approve the Fall Annual Meeting resolution, we will begin the
long, hard work of completing the structure that will support the East Pennsylvania
Conference; a restructuring that will require General Synod approval in June 2019.
We believe coming together is what God is calling us to do.
We hope you and your congregation will recognize the benefits of this, trust the
Holy Spirit in moving us forward, and support the creation of the East Pennsylvania
Conference."

(The PSEC Fall Meeting is scheduled for November 10, at Church of the
Good Shepherd. Our Confirmands, along with some parents and
mentors, will attend as delegates, and the Men's Chorus will offer
music during the closing worship.)

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
1

Arlene Umstead

11

Ken Fronheiser

5

Eleanor Specht

13

David Tyson

6

Barbara McDonough

24

Sharon Schnaars

6

Casey Shaak

25

Mary Ann Erb

7

Lydia Brown

25

Vicki Fronheiser

8

Russ Miller

25

Zachary Moser

10

Dianna Baez

28 Olivia Baez

14

15

16

17

Falkner Swamp U. C. C.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

2077 Swamp Pike
Gilbertsville, PA 19525

Phone: 610-323-4053
E-mail: falknerswamp@comcast.net
Website: www.falknerswamp.org
Facebook: @falknerswampucc

November 11, 2018
10 AM ~ worship
Immediately following worship please plan to stay for our
Congregational Meeting
PND Meal following the meeting
Falkner Swamp’s mission is to be a place of Welcome to All of God’s children. To be a place of spiritual retreat
for all who seek to know the loving Still Speaking God using the scriptures found in the Holy Bible, the life and
ministry of Jesus Christ and utilizing modern interpretations and resources to make the word alive and well in
the age we are in.
~From “Constitution & Bylaws,” September 29, 2013
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