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The VOICE
Pastor’s Message

In mid-February I spent two days on a solo retreat.
Looking out the back window in the raised mobile home where I
stayed, I saw a large black four-legged and furry shape making
its way among the bare trees that glistened with thawing ice. A
black bear! I was wonderfully amazed.
It lumbered away and disappeared behind a
shed. The day before I left, someone told me
they camped in this region for the purpose of
finding bears. Here I was, snug and warm,
enjoying this privilege safely indoors.
Then the romanticism melted away like the icicles. Worry dripped
onto my consciousness: a black bear….what happens when I
walk that same path later today? Will I encounter it?
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Turns out those were needless concerns. Later in the day I saw
a familiar black four-legged and furry shape, but at closer range.
A cat. A large one. I traced the tracks from my morning sighting - definitely an ordinary feline.

Pastor’s Message…….………….…1-2

My spirit deflated. I truly wanted the bear
but what I got was a cat. I should have liked
to tell the tale of witnessing a black bear in
the wild during my woodland retreat, to
delight in finding the tracks of those gigantic
powerful paws safely captured in the snow. But I had to be
satisfied with ordinary prints from an overfed house pet.

Lent Devotion………………………..12

I caught a glimpse of God in that moment. Plenty of times I have
wished for a grander story than the one I was currently living.
Craved outcomes that matched my wishful thinking rather than
the truth staring me in the face. Yet all along what was right
before me, as in the cat tracks, was enough.
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People of the Christian faith are about to enter the season of Lent, when we are
invited to deepen our relationship with God. It’s kicked off by the story of Jesus
being led by the spirit into the desert, where he is tempted by ha-satan, the devil.
There, Jesus says “no” to any wishful thinking about his life, to the false stories
that would have led him away from the work done among and for us. Instead
Jesus lived the stories that breathe into our lives now, pointing to God who is
present and known in the ordinary things and acts of our daily walk.
Lent can be our time in the desert, too, where we face those desires for a better
version of our story. God, the spirit of Christ, can lovingly meet us there,
allowing us to see what we need, granting us strength to accept it, and courage
to carry forward in it.
Myths abound in a variety of cultures about black cats crossing your path. They
range from calling it good luck to seeing an ominous future. As for me, I take the
Scottish or Japanese approach and give thanks this one crossed mine.
Blessings on your Lenten path,
Rev. Frances

Cook-Off Winners
Thank you to both participants of the crock pot cook-off and those
who came to enjoy the food. Your support of our Christian Ed
programs is much appreciated. The total amount raised was $424.00.
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1 Corinthians 3:9 New International Version (NIV)
9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field,
God’s building.
God’s Grace and peace to you,
Our first Consistory meeting for 2019 was held on Monday
January 28th at 7pm. We welcomed new members: Jane
Harvey, Lee Comer, Rob Krause and Wayne Gruver along
with our returning members, Bob Schnaars, Lee Heffner, Russ
Miller, Robin Zerr, Barb Geary, and Vicki Fronheiser.
The consistory team continues to support the ministries of our
church , working together with these committees, Property, Endowment, Kitchen,
Visitation, Faith and Formation (formerly Christian Education), Music and Worship ,
Cemetery and Reaching New People. We also monitor together in faith the financial
stability of our church with the expert guidance and expertise of our church treasurer
Vivian Wentzel. We are also extremely grateful for the guidance from our amazing
pastor Rev. Frances, who guides us spiritually in all aspects of our leadership.
The beginning of this year of our lord, 2019, the Consistory voted for a new
Consistory President, Brenda Semach and Vice President, Russ Miller. We have also
voted to have Sharon Sgriccia extend her hours as our Consistory Secretary, this will
give all our members the opportunity to be able to participate 100% of their focus on
the meeting and Sharon , being the hub of our communication of our ministries , to be
able to improve on our communications for our congregation. I want to thank from the
bottom of my heart, Vicki Fronheiser for her hard work and dedication and wonderful
job as our Consistory Secretary for the last few years. I would also like to thank Bob
Schnaars for his leadership and guidance as our Consistory President.
My hope for the coming year is to prayerfully and faithfully lead this team and this
wonderful congregation to be disciples to spread God’s love, grace and mercy to our
community. Together we can make a difference.
" Teamwork means that we share a common ideal, Embrace a common goal.
Regardless of our differences, we strive shoulder to shoulder, Confident in one
another’s faith, trust, and commitment. In the end, teamwork can be summed up in
five short words....
We believe in each other."
First Corinthians 16:23-24 “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with
you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.”
Paul’s prayer is my prayer and may love be with you all in Christ Jesus and may the
grace of God, in Jesus Christ, be with you today; in mind, body, and spirit.
God’s Grace and peace be with you,
Brenda Semach
Consistory President
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What is Lent?
Specifically Lent is 46 days. Exactly 46, every year, starting with Ash Wednesday
(Mar 6 this year) until Easter (April 21). “But I thought Lent was 40 days, to
mirror Jesus fasting for 40 days?” you question. You’re right: those extra 6 days are
Sundays and don’t count in Lent. They are “little Easters” and are a break from the
somber nature of those other 40 days.
Lent is particularly Christian though the name is not: it means “lengthen” which is
what is happening to those gray days of winter. We are moving toward more light in the
physical realm. The practices of Lent offer ways for us to move toward more “light” in
the spiritual sense, as Jesus Christ is called “the light of the world.”
In the ancient church, Lent was a time for new converts to be instructed for
baptism and for believers to focus on penitence. Today, Christians see Lent as a season
to be reconciled with God and one another and to prepare spiritually for the celebration
of Easter.
The Christian discipline of Lent involves three aspects: praying, fasting, and
almsgiving. All three aspects are intended to renew our relationship with God.
Many church traditions focus on the praying aspect of Lent, providing extra bible
studies and opportunities to worship during these 6 weeks. We spend extra time and
effort to make room in our hearts and lives for God as we learn God’s ways through the
example of Jesus.
Fasting often focuses on giving up a food we enjoy, though we could actually choose a
day to fast from everything. Maybe your observation of others or upbringing centered
on giving up a favorite food for Lent: like sugar or chocolate. The practice of fasting is
connected with the 40-day fast that Jesus undergoes (Mark 1:13; Matthew 4:1–11; Luke
4:1–13). We often hear one of these texts read in worship at the beginning of Lent.
Mark tells us that Jesus was tempted by Satan, but it is in Matthew and Luke that the
details of the temptation are fleshed out. All three accounts say that Jesus went without
food for the 40 days.
Giving of one’s resources on behalf of another is considered almsgiving. Specifically
it refers to donating money or goods to others, as well as other acts of charity.
~continued on page 5
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~continued from page 4
Today, many churches of all stripes (Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, unaffiliated
Christian) take up Lenten practices to grow closer to God before the Easter
celebration. It is key to note that nothing we do will “earn” God’s love and
grace for us. It has already been given. If we approach Lent thinking we’ll
save ourselves or someone we love through “giving up” something, we have a
serious theological problem.
God’s grace is given unconditionally; Lenten practices provide openings
through which we more fully receive this love and allow it to change our
hearts and minds. We give up things that distract us. We focus our energy and
time on prayer. We worship the source of all life, the ground of our being. In
drawing close to God, we may hear the words he said to Jesus at his baptism,
and by extension to us in our baptism: “You are my Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”
----------------At Falkner Swamp our Lenten theme is “Exploring Prayer.”

Quiet Prayer in the sanctuary (Wednesdays March 13- April 17, Noon to 1
pm). Open sanctuary available to receive persons looking to be with God
in prayer. Rev. Frances will be available. Soft music will be provided, off
and on, by either Arlene or Bob Schnaars.
Prayer Reflections booklet, created by Rev. Frances, will be available
starting Mar 10. A question per week to draw you deeper into why we
pray.
Our “prayer heart” will be available on a bulletin board in the vestibule.
Individuals are invited to write prayers on ribbons and tie them to the
heart. These prayers will be prayed by those participating in Prayer Vigil.
Worship Opportunities during Lent:
Ash Wednesday, March 6. Dinner at 6:30 followed by worship at 7:15,
including imposition of ashes and Holy Communion
Quiet Prayer in the sanctuary, Wednesdays, Mar 13 – April 17, Noon to 1
Maundy Thursday service, 7 pm, Sanctuary
Prayer Vigil, Maundy Thursday into Good Friday, sign up for one hour
Look for upcoming community Good Friday services
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MARCH 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
7 PM
Fastnacht
Social

3

4

5
7 PM
Music &
Worship

Communion

6
9 AM
Women’s
Ministries

7

8

8 AM—11AM
Community
Breakfast
9

6:30 PM

Blood
Drive

Ash Wednesday
Meal/Communion
CWS Offering

10

12

11

1st Sunday of Lent
CWS Offering
PND Meal

Stone Soup

17

18

19

24

25

26

27
10 AM

——————-31

Luke Bible Study
7 PM

Future of Falkner
Swamp Offering

16
9—11 AM
Gathering
Community for
Consistory
Presidents

21

12 –1 PM
Lenten Prayer
7 PM
Choir

Consistory

15

12 –1 PM
Lenten Prayer
7 PM
Choir

20

7 PM
Youth Sunday

14

13

10 AM
Luke Bible Study
6:30 PM
Property
7:30 PM PRC

22
7 PM

Fellowship
Hall Rental

Reaching New
People
28

23

29

30
10 AM— 1PM
Wellness Fair

12 –1 PM
Lenten Prayer
7 PM
Choir

@ Boyertown
High School

Sundays at Falkner Swamp:
◊ 9 AM Sunday School ◊ 10 AM Worship ◊ 11:30 Fellowship Time ◊ 7 PM AA Meeting
March 3 — Communion
March 10 — 1st Sunday of Lent, PND Meal, CWS Offering
March 17 — Joyful Noise Offering
March 24 — Service of the Word
March 31—Future of Falkner Swamp Offering
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Rev. Frances
Hours:
(generally)
Mondays, varies
Tues & Wed
mornings & by
appt.

Secretary
Hours:
(generally)
Tuesdays,
Wednesdays,
Thursdays
9AM-2PM

The first breakfast of this new year went great
and we served a lot of people! Thank you to
everyone who came out to help. Without you
it could not be done.
Breakfast attendee: “Breakfast was better
than Shady Maple!”

Thank you everyone who comes out to eat, help,
and support our PND Meals. To keep you
informed on how the donations for these meals
are spent, we are going to donate $500 to the
purchase of an AED (automated external
defibrillator) for the church.

Peanut Butter Egg Dates:
April 1-4, April 8-11

Mixing will take place in the mornings with Women’s Ministries taking the lead.
Rolling & dipping will take place from 4—8 PM.
There is a helper sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. Any help would be greatly
appreciated.
There are order forms available so we have some idea how many eggs we need to
make. We plan on selling at Freed’s on Saturday, April 13.
Hope you’ll come out to support this event, enjoy the fellowship and have fun!
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PND Meal
Sunday, March 10th
Stone Soup

Saturday, March 16th

Please sign up!

As you know we have had a lot of issues going
on around the church. We had no heat in the
sanctuary when the boiler froze up and water
pipes froze. These are both very costly to
repair. The ceiling in the classroom
downstairs and the sink in the bathroom by
the kitchen are leaking. We are currently
working hard to fix all of these things. We
placed a space heater in the boiler room to prevent any future freezing
(hopefully).
On a positive note, the air conditioner/heating unit in Fellowship Hall is
complete! It certainly came in handy when the boiler was down, both for
the Community Breakfast and worship. We now don’t need to use the
boiler for any events in Fellowship Hall and this will save on oil usage.

Interested in learning how to use the new unit? See Robin.
Ron Becker, Bob Erb, Lee Heffner, Rob Krause, Sharon Schnaars and
Robin Zerr
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PRC COMMITTEE
Colossians 3:12
Paul tells them the key to remain unified is to show compassion and
forgiveness toward one another.
12 Since you are all set apart by God, made holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with a holy way of life: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.

The PRC committee is designed to be a safe and confidential place to share any
frustrations and struggles, also your joys and ideas. Please reach out to the committee.
They can listen and help with a direction for you. We are all here to do God’s work in
this world together.
Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Semach, Chair; Bob Erb Sr., Matt Brown

Saturday, March 9th
9 am—2 pm
Schedule your appointment at
www.redcrossblood.org
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EASTER FLOWER ORDERS

On Easter Sunday, April 21, we will be placing flowers in the chancel area of our
church in honor or memory of loved ones. The flowers are being purchased from
Wendy’s Flowers. The order form will be available on the table in the vestibule. The
deadline to order the memorial flowers this year is Sunday, March 31.

The flower chart is on the right bulletin board in the vestibule. If you would like to sponsor
flowers in memory or honor of a loved one, please sign up on the date you want. Cost is $25
(one arrangement). You also have the opportunity to supply your own flowers. If you want to
supply your own flowers, please place a checkmark in the yellow box to the right of your name.
I order the flowers at the beginning of each month and when a date is not sponsored by then, I
cross out the date. If you would like this date, it may be available , please call me to check and
I will contact Wendy’s Flowers to see if this is possible.

If you have any question, please contact me.

Becky Comer, Flower Coordinator
beckyo49@comcast.net
610-413-3729 (call or text)
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Faithful Giving: Falkner Swamp by the (financial) numbers:
This financial information is for the month of January.
Total general fund intake and out going is:
General Funds In: $8,122.00
General Funds Out: $9,581.86
General Fund Loss for January: -$1,459.86
Restricted and Other Funds In: $2,907.00
Restricted and Other Funds Out: $7,365.47
For more information see Vivian's Treasurer's Report on the bulletin board outside the church office.

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give.”
– Winston Churchill

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS
3

Bob Erb, Jr.

20 Cameron Krause

4

Eb Gruver

21

Patt Maurer

6

Robin Zerr

22

Caleb Brown

7

Robbie Keebler

23 Patrick Brennan

16

Brenda Semach

28 Audrey Reinhart

17

Kim Erb

17

Elizabeth Issacs

17

Myrtle Lisko

11

Ladies Night
Tuesday, May 14th
Look for more details soon!

Prayer is defined usually as words directed
toward God. Perhaps the most profound
definition is the simplest, which is that
prayer is paying attention to God. During
Lent you are invited to record your
thoughts and experiences with prayer in
this small booklet, created by Rev. Frances.
Copies available Mar 10, the first Sunday
in Lent.
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Peanut Butter & Jelly for Boyertown Area Multi-Service!
National Peanut Butter & Jelly Day—April 2, 2019
DID YOU KNOW?


That the average American consumes 1,500
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches by the
age of 18?



Peanut butter was considered a delicacy in
the early 1900’s and was only served in New
York City’s finest tea rooms? In the late
1920’s, the price of peanut butter declined,
and the sandwich became very popular with
children.



According to the Peanut Board, during World War II, both peanut butter and jelly were
part of the United States soldiers military ration list. American soldiers invented the
peanut butter and jelly sandwich during World War II. They decided to combine their
bread, jelly, and peanut butter rations into a fabulous treat. When the soldiers returned
home after the war, peanut butter and jelly sales soared.



Peanut butter was first invented by the Aztecs, who ground roasted peanuts into a rich
nutritious paste.



Pennsylvania takes the lead of a 40 ft. long sandwich which consisted of 150 lbs. of
peanut butter and 50 lbs. of jelly. This was in 1993 and no other state has surpassed
that.

WHAT IS THIS ALL ABOUT?
Because April 2nd is National Peanut Butter & Jelly Day, we are going to be collecting jars of
peanut butter and jelly to give to Boyertown Area Multi-Service. There will be two boxes in
the foyer to collect your donations. We will have the boxes there between March 17 and
March 31, so we can, hopefully, deliver to Multi-Service by April 2nd in celebration of
National Peanut Butter & Jelly Day!

Thank you everyone, in advance!

Proposed by: Music & Worship Committee
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Falkner Swamp U. C. C.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

2077 Swamp Pike
Gilbertsville, PA 19525

Phone: 610-323-4053
E-mail: falknerswamp@comcast.net
Website: www.falknerswamp.org
Facebook: @falknerswampucc

Worship Opportunities during Lent:







Ash Wednesday, March 6. Dinner at 6:30 followed by worship at 7:15,
including imposition of ashes and Holy Communion
Quiet Prayer in the sanctuary, Wednesdays, Mar 13 – April 17, Noon to 1
Maundy Thursday service, 7 pm, Sanctuary
Prayer Vigil, Maundy Thursday into Good Friday, sign up for one hour
Look for upcoming community Good Friday services

Falkner Swamp’s mission is to be a place of Welcome to All of God’s children. To be a place of spiritual retreat
for all who seek to know the loving Still Speaking God using the scriptures found in the Holy Bible, the life and
ministry of Jesus Christ and utilizing modern interpretations and resources to make the word alive and well in
the age we are in.
~From “Constitution & Bylaws,” September 29, 2013
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