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November 2019 

The VOICE 

Falkner Swamp United Church of Christ  
 

 

 

 

2020 Community Breakfast Dates 

 February 1, 2020 

 March 7,2020 

 April 4, 2020 

 May 2, 2020 

November 10, 2019 

10 AM ~ worship  

Immediately following worship 
please plan to stay for our  

Congregational Meeting 

 

 PND Meal following the meeting 

 

Fall PSEC Meeting 

Ursinus College 

Bomberger Hall 

601 E. Main St., Collegeville 

November 17th 

2:30 pm—5:30pm 

Rev Frances will be the clergy delegate 
and Brenda Semach and JoAnne Murray 
will be the lay delegates for our church, 
each with one vote at the meeting. If 
you'd like to attend as a visitor to see how 
"things get done" at the local UCC level, 
please talk with Rev. Frances or Brenda 
so we can sign you up.  
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Dear Beloved Community, 

A table-mate, Laurie, showed me how to use the tile cutter. “Press 

down really hard where you want to start the cut.” I successfully 

scored the blue-and-white swirled tile across its length. “Now, take the clamp,” she 

continued, “and line up the cut mark with the dot on top, and press down.”  With a 

satisfying snap the tile broke into two pieces, perfectly along the score mark. 

We glued the various tile pieces to make a sky around our sunflower, completing the 3 x 3-

foot square panel that was our portion of a 9-panel mosaic. Each panel features a word and 

a picture.    

The 3 central panels form a tree, with “Family” at the 

bottom, “Peace” in the middle, and “Change” at the 

top.  The other 6 panels include “Listen,” “Know,” 

“Love,” “Celebrate,” “Life,” and “Hope.”  In all, the 9 

pieces form a larger mosaic made by about 70 of us 

gathered together on Saturday Oct 19. 

Here is why we gathered.  After the shooting at Tree of 

Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh last October, many in the 

community surrounding Beth Chaim Reform Synagogue 

on Route 401 in Malvern dropped off flowers by the road, called and emailed to offer words 

of support. Because I live in the area, I was one who emailed Rabbi Michelle Pearlman.  She 

extended an invitation to come the following Friday for worship.  Jewish people gather for 

worship on their holy day, called Shabbat, which begins at sundown Friday.  

Other area clergy also attended, and from this wellspring of tragedy was born the Interfaith 

Women’s Clergy group. About 8 women clergy gather every 6 weeks or so for lunch, 

representing many mainline Protestant denominations, 2 synagogues, and the Islamic 

Center of West Chester.   

Out of our meetings we came up with a plan to bring together these local houses of faith 

for a community project.  Oct 19 was the day of Sukkot Shabbat, “Jewish Thanksgiving,” as 

Rabbi Michelle put it, a perfect day to bring people together.     

                                                                               ~continued on page 3 
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~continued from page 2 

We worshipped in an interfaith service in the synagogue, a beautiful space opening 

to the bright fall leaves visible from floor to ceiling windows on its western side. 

Afterwards we entered the adjoining fellowship hall for lunch and mosaic building.    

It was community at its best.  We ate delicious food, and sat at a table according to 

the number on our nametag. That means we sat with people we didn’t know be-

forehand, but after eating and creating together, helping and supporting each oth-

er’s efforts, we saw each other as neighbors.   

The mosaic, pictured here, will travel to different houses of worship, a symbol of 

the values we chose to lift up. We celebrate that we are one human family, tasked 

with getting to know one another, listening to each other, and holding the light of 

hope for change that is born of love. Peace is something we create together.  As 

the middle panel says in 3 languages that make up the Abrahamic faiths, (Jewish, 

Christian, Muslim): Shalom, Peace, and Salaam.   

It was a good day to be with neighbors.   

With you on the journey, 

Rev. Frances 
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No one has ever become poor by giving. Anne Frank (1929-45)  
 
God’s Grace and peace to you,  
 
The consistory met on Monday October 21st @ 7 pm  
 
The consistory team continues to support the ministries of our 
church , working together with these committees, Property, Endowment, Kitchen, 
Visitation, Faith and Formation (formerly Christian Education), Music and Worship , 
Cemetery , Women’s ministry and The 300th Anniversary .  
 
We worked diligently on the 2020 Budget, which will be presented to the congregation 
on Sunday November 10, 2019 immediately after worship.  
 
Stewardship is not a matter of “if” or “when”, but “how.” It is also not subject to our 
circumstances but is rather an attitude of the heart. As disciples, we are called to give to 
God ( Matthew 22:21) and to give cheerfully ( 2 Corinthians 9:7).  God also calls us to 
give sacrificially ( Matthew 19:21) and generously ( Romans 12:8). Since God first gives 
to us we should also want to give back to Him as well as to others. We must recognize 
that God is the true motivator for our giving and understand that He created us for a 
purpose. We are all gifted by God and called to use our gifts to serve and build up the 
body of Christ ( 1 Corinthians 12:7). This means that we are to give of our time, talents 
and treasures in ministry to others. It’s not just money that is His, it’s EVERYTHING we 
have! And how much we give will be a measure of our love for Him and what He has 
done for us.  
 
Stewardship is a response to God, not a prerequisite for faith. It flows from a heart 
responding to the grace that God has given to each of us.  
Stewardship does not produce faith. It is faith that produces stewardship.  
 
I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all. But whatever I have 
placed in God’s hands, that I still possess. Martin Luther (1483-1546), German reformer 
and theologian. 
 
 
God’s Grace and peace be with you,  
Brenda Semach  
Consistory President  
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The Acts of Random Kindness (A.R.K.) pom-pom project is off to a great 
start!  Remember, with every "act of random kindness" you complete, take a 
pom-pom from one jar and place it in the other.  When all 300 pom-poms make 
their way to the other jar, we place an animal on the Ark.  

Count your ARKs throughout the week, then move the pom-poms before or 
after worship.  

Maybe we'll get to place our first animal this Sunday! 

 

Consistory wishes you to know that in case of 

inclement weather… 

 

If you are wondering whether or not church will meet, Consistory plans to spread the 

word in these ways.  Consistory members will all be informed if church is closed.  There 

will be no phone chain to call members. 

 

Channel 69 news of WFMZ 

Flocknote – sign up for email or text if you haven’t already 

Facebook 

Additionally, Laura Brown (volunteer CE director) will decide regarding Church School/

Confirmation and will post on Facebook and make calls to teachers/parents. 

 

If you are still unsure, please use your best judgment based on conditions where you 

are.  You are welcome to call a Consistory member. 
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Sundays at Falkner Swamp: ◊ 9 AM Sunday School ◊ 10 AM Worship ◊ 11:30 Fellowship Time ◊ 7 PM AA Meeting 

November 3 — Communion, All Saints Offering 

November 10 — Congregational Meeting, Mission Church, PND 

November 17— Peter Detterline leading worship 

November 24 — Pulpit Swap w/ Rev. Darryl Cruz, Mission Church, Rev. Frances 

preaching at Trinity UCC, Telford 

 

  Secretary 
Hours: 

(generally) 

Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, 

Thursdays 

9AM-2PM 

Rev. Frances 

Hours: 

(generally) 

Mondays, varies 

Tues & Wed  

mornings & by 
appt. 

NOVEMBER 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

8:30 AM—Noon 

Cemetery 
Workday 

3 

All Saints 

Sunday 

Communion 

4 

7 PM 

Music & 

Worship 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

7 PM 

Choir 

7 

 

8 9 

 

 

10 

Congregational 
Meeting 

 

PND 

11 

 

12 

10—11:30 AM 

Acts Bible Study 

 

7 PM 

Property  

13 

 

7 PM 

Choir 

14 

7 PM 

300th 

Anniversary 

Mtg. 

15 16 

 

17 

Youth Sunday 

 

Apostolic 
Sunday 

18 

7 PM 

Consistory 

19 

 

20 

7 PM 

Choir 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

Pulpit Swap 

25 

 

26 

10—11:30 AM 

Acts Bible Study 

7 PM 

CE 

27 28 29 30 
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The committee continues their work 

to maintain the upkeep of the church. 

We purchased one sink for the 

upstairs men’s bathroom and one 

toilet for the downstairs men’s 

bathroom.  Bartman Plumbing will 

be installing them.  We also received 

three estimates from tree companies 

about the two oak trees in the front of 

the church.  All three companies recommended that the oak closest 

to the church needs to come down as it is dying.  The other tree will 

be trimmed as is appears to be healthy.  We plan to get these 

projects done this fall. 

As always, if you see anything that needs repaired, please let 

someone on property know or put a note on Robin’s desk. 

 

Cemetery Workday 

Saturday, November 2nd* 

8:30 AM—Noon 

Lunch provided. 

 

Please bring gloves, shovels, rakes, etc.   

*Inclement weather date November 9th 
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Acts Bible Study ~ 10—11:30 AM 
on November 12 & 26 

 

Matthew Bible Study coming in 
December—look for a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board soon 

 

Boyertown Area Multi-Service is again collecting 
paperback books for Operation Paperback. In 
addition to overseas locations, Operation 
Paperback provides books to wounded warrior 
programs and veterans’ hospitals located within 
the United States, as well as USO centers at US 
Airport transit points. 
The genres needed: mystery, adventure, action, 
true crime, Sci-Fi, romance, thriller, non-fiction, 
best sellers, self-help, memoirs, autobiography, 
horror, fantasy, biographies, and fiction.  New 
and gently used books are accepted and must be 
paperback (hardcovers cost too much to ship). 
Due by November 3rd. 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER ORDERS 

 

On Sunday, December 22,  we will be placing flowers 

in the chancel area of our church in honor or memory 

of loved ones. The flowers are being purchased from 

Wendy’s Flowers. The order form is available on the 

table in the vestibule at the church or if you would like, 

the office can email you an order form.  Again this 

year, we are offering a few more choices and sizes as 

well as some cemetery flowers (which will not be 

placed in the chancel area).  The deadline to order 

the memorial flowers this year is Sunday, December 8th.   

Christmas with the Dogs 

Saturday, December 7th 

2—4 PM 

Falkner Swamp UCC 

 

Come enjoy some cookies and a 

sing along with the Dogs!  Able to 

contribute some cookies?  See the 

sign up sheet on the bulletin 

board. 
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Dates to Remember 

 

November 10 & 24—Mission Church 

January 18, 2020—Crockpot Cook-Off 

Who will be the champ this year?  Start 

looking through your recipes to find the 

winning one.  Look for more information in 

December! 
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November 3, 2019 

 We will be remembering anyone 

who passed away since last All Saints 

Day (November 4, 2018).  We invite 

anyone who has lost a loved one this 

past year to bring a picture of them (no 

larger than 5”x7”) to place on the altar.  

We will be lighting candles in their 

memory.   

Members of FSUCC who passed away 

since last All Saints Day: 

Shirley Cooper 

June Moyer 

Please see Bob Schnaars with any 

questions. 

                                 

                                NOVEMBER 

                             BIRTHDAYS 

1 Arlene Umstead  11      Ken Fronheiser 

5 Eleanor Specht  13     David Tyson 

6 Barbara McDonough 24     Sharon Schnaars 

6 Casey Shaak  25     Mary Ann Erb 

7 Lydia Brown  25     Vicki Fronheiser 

8 Russ Miller  25     Zachary Moser 

10 Dianna Baez  28    Olivia Baez 
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Save the Date 

December 3 @ 9 AM 

Breakfast @ Sunflower Café 

All welcome!  Sign up on bulletin board by 

Dec. 1. 

Thanksgiving Basket 

Collection 

 

Please see the sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board.  The Women’s 

Ministries group will shop for turkeys 

with any monetary donations. Items 

due by November 17th. 
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 A big thank you to everyone who came out to help and support the 

Spaghetti Dinner!  It was a great kick-off to our 300th year.   

 

 tote bags for sale~ $10 each 

 t-shirts/sweatshirts available soon 

Sunday, November 10 following the 

Congregational Meeting 

 

Menu:  meatloaf & cheesy potatoes 
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RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE AT FALKNER SWAMP 

Save the date:  Saturday, January 4, 2020, is the next Red Cross 
Blood Drive scheduled here at Falkner Swamp UCC.  The hours 
will be 9:00 – 2:00.   

 You can sign up to donate blood or platelets at this drive 
online at redcrossblood.org, or talk to Karen Miller and she’ll 
get you on the schedule.  You can make a difference and save 
lives!! 
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COMMUNION CHANGES 
 

 The Music and Worship Committee has made a 
few changes to how we practice Communion.  You may 
recall that, a few months ago, we asked the 
congregation to complete a survey about your 
individual preferences for Communion:  intinction or 
cups, wine or grape juice, staying in the pews or going to the front of the 
sanctuary.   

With the survey results in mind, we made some small changes that 
we hope will make receiving Communion more meaningful for everyone 
while simplifying the procedure for visitors. For example, we will still go 
to the front of the sanctuary for Communion, but there will now be only 
two people serving Communion:  Rev. Frances and the Communion 
Assistant.  There will only be one chalice (of wine), but there will also be 
a tray of cups with either wine or grape juice. 

In conversation with Music and Worship Committee members, 
Rev. Frances also “tweaked” how Communion is prepared. For instance, 
the table is set with the Communion Assistant, while the congregation is 
invited to sing a meditative preparation hymn. From time to time, the 
Communion Assistant may also join in the Communion prayer.  This is at 
the choice of the Assistant for that Sunday. 

Holy Communion is a contemplative time to center ourselves on 
this great act of thanksgiving. Another word for Communion is 
“Eucharist,” from the Greek which means “to give thanks.”  We join 
prayer with ritual action that offers praise and thanks and looks forward 
to the future. As we move our bodies in thanksgiving to receive the 
Eucharistic meal, we are quite literally fed with the  strength God gives us 
through Jesus Christ to be in mission for the world God loves.   

 If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with a member 
of the Music and Worship Committee:  Bob Schnaars, Committee Chair; 
Brenda Becker, Fran Berkowitz, Jim Kooser, Karen Miller, Sharon 
Schnaars, Arlene Umstead, and Rev. Frances Chester, ad-hoc. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

• Congregational Meeting 

• Community Breakfast Dates 

• Inclement Weather Reminder 

• Cemetery Workday 

• Bible Studies 

• Christmas Flowers 

• Christmas with the Dogs 

• November Birthdays 

 

 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Falkner Swamp U. C. C. 
2077 Swamp Pike 

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 
      

Phone: 610-323-4053 
E-mail:  falknerswamp@comcast.net 

Website:  www.falknerswamp.org 
Facebook:  @falknerswampucc 

Falkner Swamp’s mission is to be a place of Welcome to All of God’s children. To be a place of spiritual retreat 

for all who seek to know the loving Still Speaking God using the scriptures found in the Holy Bible, the life and 

ministry of Jesus Christ and utilizing modern interpretations and resources to make the word alive and well in 

the age we are in. 

      ~From “Constitution & Bylaws,” September 29, 2013 


