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Goals
• Safer Southern Railroad Route (SSRR)

• Eliminates (8) RR crossings = (2) US-31 Hwy, (3) local streets & (3) marine 

• Nearly 10-mile shorter routes (x4 daily @ 48 min. each way)

• 22.5 hrs./daily cumulative traffic delays vs Alt. 1 bridge 0.5 hrs. delay

• (1) new lake crossing bridge Builds supply-chain competitiveness to maintain & grow 
industry (21% of employment) by investing in essential infrastructure

• Best Route design environmentally, economically and for enhancing community 





Next Phase: National EPA (NEPA) & Preliminary Engineering 

- Stronach Park .3 miles south of 
proposed bridge

- Ground Disturbance of 
Archeological & Historic Artifacts

- Habitat disruption 1.2 wetland acres

- General Noise & Vibration Study



Opportunities

• It’s about the next 100 years of manufacturing jobs, 
environment & quality of life (train horns near residential  
downtown sometimes 4x day)

• Plan aligns with the State of Michigan Rail Plan

• Obviously, economic opportunities for residents near 
railyards and remediation of contaminated yards 

• Consumers Energy has met with City Officials about 
potential recreational lease opportunities for the 12 acres 
adjacent the lake and channel



From Penny Park to the new Gateway Hotel 
Development Downtown - rails-to-trails potential

Consumers Energy long-term lease potential for 
recreational use of adjacent downtown waterfront

CSX owns the right-of-way along US-31 Hwy & Arthur 
St. for sale and potential commercial development

11.4 acres   8.5 acres

New Bridge Location
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For further information visit website @ 
https://manisteerailproject.com/

Or email questions to Bill Kennis Grant Administrator
Bkennis@manisteecountymi.gov
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